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No. 30 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


Secret. 
To the Richt Honourable Viscounr Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
. for India. 
My Lorp Fort William, the 31st January 1879. 
’ 


In continuation of our Despatch, No. 116, Secret, dated the 31st of October 
1878, we have the honour to forward, for the information 
* Dated 17th January 1879. of Her Majesty’s Government, copy of a letter* from Major 
Cavagnari offering remarks in respect to a report of the discussion in the House of 
Commons on the actual circumstances of the interview between himself, accompanied by 
Colonel Jenkins, and Faiz Mahomed Khan, which took place at Ali Musjid on the 
21s tember 1878. 
anys ' We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
J. STRACHEY. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 
R. STRACHEY. 


Dated Jellalabad, 17th January 1879. 


From Major N. Cavaenani, C.S.I., Political Officer, Jellalabad, to A. C. Lyaxt, Esq., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. 


I Have just perused in the Standard of the 7th December a report of the 
discussion in the House of Commons regarding the interview which took place at Ali 
Musjid on the 2lst September last. I deem it advisable to make the following 
remarks. 

2. At the time of submitting our written reports to His Excellency Sir Neville 
Chamberlain, neither Colonel Jenkins or myself deemed it necessary to enter into too 
minute detail regarding the hostile appearances of things around us. Whatever danger 
there may have been of actual collision, we had returned without any such collision, and 
had effected the object. for which we had been deputed, namely, to ascertain whether 
the British Mission would be allowed to proceed past Ali Musjid or not. We, therefore, 
from motives perfectly intelligible to all British officers, dwelt lightly on what had 
happened, and confined ourselves to giving a brief narrative of the interview, and 
deemed it only important to report with precisencss the actual reply given by Faiz 
Mahomed Khan, which was unmistakeably, “ that if the Mission advanced it would be 
opposed hy force.” ; 

3. Our reports were, I think, sufficiently complete to show that the hostile preparations 
—notwithstanding that I had taken the precaution to send and apprise the Afghan 
officials of the approach of our small party for the purposes of a parley—fully justified 
Faiz Mahomed Khan in claiming credit for the friendly disposition he personally 
entertained, when he stated that it was only on that account that he had restrained his 
men from firing on ws. IT rvepeat what I stated in my report that Faiz Mahomed Khan 
behaved in a most courteous manner, and very favourably impressed Colonel Jenkins 
and myself, but he never flinched from the reply he was instructed to give. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer rightly interpreted my meaning that Faiz Mahomed Khan 


had a very disagreeable duty to perform, and did it in a courtly and gentlemanly 
manner. 
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4. Ll may mention one more fact to show that it would be somewhat difficult to over- 
colour the hostile intention of the Afghan officials, as observed by those who took part 
in the proceedings. Turabaz Khan, a Duffadar in the Guide Cavalry, noticing the 
state of affairs, instinctively got ready a cartridge tor immediate action. He is an Afridi, 
noted for cool courage and determination, and has been granted the “ Order of Merit” 
tor gallantry in the Sapri Expedition. He may perhaps be regarded as better able 
to torm an opinion as to what was contemplated by the Afghans and Afridis who 
surrounded our small party than either Colonel Jenkins or myself, though we both fully 
appreciated the nature of the situation, and although personally grateful to Faiz 
Mahomed Khan for his courteous behaviour, we felt that, notwithstanding that his 
triendly disposition had averted a collision, there was, judging from the hostile prepara- 
tions made, but slight difference as regards the indignity offered to the friendly 


British Mission, whether words or bullets conveyed the insult intended by the Afghan 
Government. 


I runiy concur in what has been written above by Major Cavagnari. 
(Signed) F. H. Jenkins, 
Brigadier-General, 
Commanding 3rd Brigade. 
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DESPATCH. 





No 136 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


Secret. 
To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp Simla, the 2nd June 1879. 


e the honour to inclose, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, peek of a Treaty of Peace between the British Government and His Highness 
the Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies. This Treaty was concluded at 
Gandamak, in Afghanistan, on the 26th May last, and was ratified at Simla by His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General on the 30th May. Copy of telegrams 
that passed between the bei and the Amir, upon the signature by His Highness 

ty, is also inclosed. 
va We qiepone to address your Lordship at an early date upon the subject of the 
recent military operations in Afghanistan, and generally upon the course of political 
events and transactions which have led to the settlement, by this Treaty, of definite 
relations with His Highness the Amir. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
- F. P. HAINES. 
Sy A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
a A. CLARKE. 
sg JOHN STRACHEY. 
i E. B. JOHNSON. 
43 W. STOKES. 
+5 A. R. THOMPSON. 


. 


Treaty between the British GovernMENT and His Hicuness MunamMMap Yakus Kuan, 
Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies, concluded at Gandamak on the 
26th May 1879, by His Highness the Amir Muhammad Yakub Khan on his own 
part, and on the part of the British Government by Major P. L. N. Cavagnari, 
C.S.I., Political Officer on Special Duty, in virtue of full powers vested in him by 
the Right Honourable Edward Robert Lytton, Bulwer-Lytton, Baron Lytton of 
Knebworth, and a Baronet, Grand Master of the Most Exalted Order of ‘the Star 
of India, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Grand 
Master of the Indian Empire, Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 


The following Articles of a Treaty for the restoration of peace and amicable relations 


have been agreed upon between the British Government and His Highness Muhammad 
Yakub Khan, Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies : — 


ArrticLe 1. 


From the day of the exchange of the ratifications of the present Treaty there shall be 
perpetual peace and friendship between the British Government on the one part and 


His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies, and his successors, on the 
other. 


ARTICLE 2. 


His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies engages, on the exchange 
of the ratifications of this Treaty, to publish a full and complete amnesty, absolving all 
his subjects from any responsibility for intercourse with the British Forces during the 
war, and to guarantee and protect all persons of whatever degree from any punishment 
or molestation on that account. 
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ARTICLE 3. 


His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies agr i 
relations with Foreign States, in accordance with the Davie and Shee of ti Gk 
Government. | His Highness the Amir will enter into no engagements with Foreien 
States, and will not take up arms against any Foreign State, except with the goneunente 
of the British Government. On these conditions the British Government will support 
the Amir against any foreign aggression with money, arms, or troops, to be employed in 
whatsoever manner the British Government may judge best for this purpose. Should 
British troops at any time enter Afghanistan for the purpose of repelling foreign 
aggression, they will return to their stations in British territory as soon as the object for 
which they entered has been accomplished. : 


ARTICLE 4. 


With a view to the maintenance of the direct and intimate relations now established 
between the British Government and His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and for 
the better protection of the frontiers of His Highness’ dominions, it is agreed that a 
British Representative shall reside at Kabul, with a suitable escort in a place of residence 
appropriate to his rank and dignity. It is also agreed that the British Government shall 
have the right to depute British Agents with suitable escorts to the Afghan frontiers, 
whensoever this may be considered necessary by the British Government in the 
interests of both States, on the occurrence of any important external fact. His 
Highness the Amir of Afghanistan may on his part depute an Agent to reside at the 
Court of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, and at such other 
places in British India as may be similarly agreed upon. 


ARTICLE 5, 


His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies guarantees the personal 
safety and honourable treatment of British Agents within his jurisdiction; and the 
British Government on its part undertakes that its Agents shall never in any way 
interfere with the internal administration of His Highness’ dominions. 


ARTICLE 6. 


His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies undertakes, on behalf of 
himself and his successors, to offer no impediment to British subjects peacefully trading 
within his dominions so long as they do so with the permission of the British Govern- 
ment, and in accordance with such arrangements as may be mutually agreed upon from 
time to time between the two Governments. 


ARTICLE 7. 


In order that the passage of trade between the territories of the British Government 
and of His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan, may be open and uninterrupted, His 
Highness the Amir of Afghanistan agrees to use his best endeavours to ensure the pro- 
tection of traders and to facilitate the transit of goods along the well-known customary 
roads of Afghanistan. These roads shall be improved and maintained in such manner as 
the two Governments may decide to be most expedient for the general convenience of 
traffic, and under such financial arrangements as may be mutually determined upon between 
them. The arrangements made for the maintenance and security of the aforesaid roads, 
for the settlement of the duties to be levied upon merchandize carried over these roads, 
and for the general protection and development of trade with and through the dominions 
of His Highness, will be stated in a separate Commercial Treaty, to be concluded within 
one year, due regard being given to the state of the country. 


ARTICLE 8. 


With a view to facilitate communications between the allied Governments and to aid 
and develop intercourse and commercial relations between the two countries, it is hereby 
agreed that a line of telegraph from Kurram to Kabul shall be constructed by and at the 
cost of the British Government, and the Amir of Afghanistan hereby undertakes to 
provide for the protection of this telegraph line. | 


ARTICLE 9. 
In consideration of the renewal of a friendly alliance between the two States which 
has been attested and secured by the foregoing Articles, the British Government restores 
to His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its dependencies the towns of Kandahar 
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llalabad, with all the territory now in possession of the British armies, excepting 
a jae. of Kurram, Pishin, ead Sibi. His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and 
its dependencies agrees on his part that the districts of Kurram and Pishin and Sibi, 
according to the limits defined in the schedule annexed,” shall remain under the pro- 
tection and administrative control of the British Government : that is to say, the afore- 
said districts shall be treated as assigned districts, and shall not be considered as 
permanently severed from the limits of the Afghan kingdom. The revenues of these 
districts after deducting the charges of civil administration shall be paid to His Highness 
the Amir. 

The British Government will retain in its own hands the control of the Khyber and 
Michni Passes, which lie between the Peshawur and Jellalabad Districts, and of all 
relations with the independent tribes of the territory directly connected with these 
Passes. 


ARTICLE 10. 


For the further support of His Highness the Amir in the recovery and maintenance 
of his legitimate authority, and in consideration of the efficient fulfilment in their 
entirety of the engagements stipulated by the foregoing Articles, the British Government 
agrees to pay to His Highness the Amir and to his successors an annual subsidy of six 
lakhs of Rupees. 


Done at Gandamak, this 26th day of May 1879, corresponding with the 4th day of 
the month of Jamadi-us-sani 1296, A.H. 





(Sd.) AMIR MUHAMMAD 


(Sd.) N. CAVAGNARI, Major, 
YAKUB KHAN. 


Poltl. Officer on Special Duty. 
(Sd.) LYTTON. 





Seal. | 





Seal. 











This Treaty was ratified by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India, at Simla, on Friday, this 30th day of May 1879. 
(Sd.) A. C. LYALL, 
Secry. to the Govt. of India, Foreign Dept. 





TELEGRAM, dated 26th May 1879. 
From Munammap Yaxus Kxan, Amir of Arauanistan, to Viceroy of Inpia, SIMLA. 


Now that the Treaty of Peace has been concluded, it only remains for me to express 
to Your Excellency, as the Representative of Her Imperial Majesty, my sincere hope 


that the friendly relations now established between the two States may day by day 
increase. 


TELEGRAM, dated 27th May 1879. 
From Viceroy of Inpra, Simia, to His Hiauwess the Amir of AFGHANISTAN. 


I nave. received with sincere pleasure the news of the conclusion of peace between 
our two Governments, and Your Highness’ friendly telegram. I feel confident that the 
Treaty now signed will conduce to the mutual advantage of the two States, and to the 
consolidation of Your Highness’ authority; and I shall always earnestly co-operate 


towards the fulfilment of the good wishes expressed by Your Highness, which I 
cordially reciprocate. 





* Norr.—Omitted for the present. 


LONDON: 
Printed by Georce E, Eyre and WiLtiam Sportiswoopr, 
Printers to the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty. 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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No. 1. 
Te.ucram from the Viceroy, Lanore, dated 20th November, 1878. 


Lahore, 10 p.m. ; ; 
No reply having been received from Ameer, orders have been issued to-night for 


advance at all points to-morrow morning in accordance with our proposals of 19th Getober 
and your telegram 7th November. 


ee eee 
No. la. 
Repty from Secretary or State, 21st November 1878. 


Your telegram of 20th. Proposed advance approved. 





No. 2. 


No. 154 of 1878. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorp, Camp, Lahore, 12th December 1878. 

I nave the honour to enclose the translation made of the reply sent by the Amir 
Sher Ali Khan to my letter of the 29th October last to His Highness. The substance of 
this reply was telegraphed to your Lordship on the 5th December ; and on the 7th, the 
full text was telegraphed. 

2. The Amir’s letter is dated 19th November, and was delivered at the head-quarters 
of the British Camp at Dakka on the 30th November. It has been ascertained that 
a messenger, bearing this or some other similar letter from the Amir, reached Basawal 
on the 22nd November, but that he returned with the letter to Kabul on hearing of the 
fall of Ali Masjid. ; 

J have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 


Enclosure in No. 2. 


Transvation of Lerrer from His Hicuness the Amir of Kasur, to His Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated 19th November 1878. 


Br it known to your Excellency that. T have received, and read from beginning to end, 
the friendly letter which your Excellency has sent in reply to the letter I despatched by 
Nawab Ghulam Hassan Khan. With regard to the expressions used by your Excel- 
lency in the beginning of’ your letter, referring to the friendly character of the Mission 
and the good-will of the British Government, I leave it to your Excellency, whose 
wisdom and justice are universally admitted, to decide whether any reliance can be 
placed upon good-will, if it be evidenced by words only. But if, on the other hand 
good-will really consists of deeds and actions, then, it kas not been manifested by the 
various wishes that have been expressed, and the proposals that have been made 
by British Officials during the last few ycars to Officials of this God-granted 
pofeinenh—propeetle which, from their nature, it was impossible for them to comply 

One of these proposals referred to my undutiful son, the ill-starred wretch 
Muhammad Yakttb Khan, and was contained in a letter addressed by the Officials of 
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the British Government to the British Agent then residing in Kabul. It was written 
in that letter that if the said Ydkab Khan be released and set at liberty, our 
one with the Afgh4én Government will be firmly cemented; but that otherwise it 
will not. 

There are several other grounds of complaint of a similar nature which contain 
no evidence of good will, but which, on the contrary, were effective in increasin 
the aversion and apprehension already entertained by the subjects of this Géd-printed 
Government. 

With regard to my refusal to receive the British Mission, your Excellency has stated 
that it would appear from my conduct that I was actuated by feelings of direct hostility 
towards the British Government. 

I assure your Excellency that, on the contrary, the Officials of this God-granted 
Government, in repulsing the Mission, were not influenced by any hostile or inimical 
feelings towards the British Government, nor did they intend that any insult or 
affront should be offered; but they were afraid that the independence of this 
Government might be affected by the arrival of the Mission, and that the friendship 
which has now existed between the two Governments for several years might be 
annihilated. 

A paragraph in your Excellency’s letter corroborates the statement which they have 
made to this Government. The feelings of apprehension which were aroused in the 
minds of the people of Afghanistan by the mere announcement of the intention of the 
British Government to send a Mission to Kabul, before the Mission itself had actually 
started or arrived at Peshawar, have subsequentiy been fully justified by the statement 
in your Excellency’s letter that I should be held responsible for any injury that might 
befall the tribes who acted as guides to the Mission, and that I should be called upon 
to pay compensation to them for any loss they might have suffered ; and that, if at any 
time those tribes should meet with ill-treatment at my hands, the British Government 
would at once take steps to protect them. Had these apprehensions proved groundless, 
and had the object of the Mission been really friendly, and no force or threats of violence 
used, the Mission would, as a matter of course, have been allowed a free passage, as 
such Missions are customary and of frequent occurrence between allied States. 
I am now sincerely stating my own feelings when [ say that this Government has 
maintained, and always wil] maintain, the former friendship which existed between the 
two Governments, and cherishes no feelings of hostility and opposition towards the British 
Government. 

It is also incumbent upon the Officials of the British Government, that, out of respect 
and consideration tor the greatness and eminence of their own Government, they should 
not consent to inflict any injury upon their well-disposed neighbours, and to impose the 
burden of grievous troubles upon the shoulders of their sincere friends ; but, on the 
contrary, they should cxert themselves to maintain the friendly feelings which have 
hitherto existed towards this God-granted Government, in order tinat the relations 
between the two Governments may remain on the same footing as before; and if, in 
accordance with the custom of allied States, the British Government should desire to 
send a purely friendly and temporary Mission to this country, with a small escort not 
exceeding 20 or 30 men, similar to that which attended the Russian Mission, this Servant 


of (sod will not oppose its progress. 





No. 3. 
No. 161 of 1878, 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. (Extract. ) 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransrook, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorn, . . Fort wl: the 27th December 1878. 
* 


2. In October last, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab reported that 

: 5 the Chief of the States, named in the margin, 

S Fe ee aoe sae were anxious that their troops might be 
inci = associated with any military movements that 
might take place on the frontier. Mr. Egerton expressed his belief that the offers which 
he communicated to the Government were spontaneous and genuine indications of the 
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loyalty of those who made them. To accept such offers, and to encourage such indica- 
tions, was for several reasons politic and opportune ; the fecling and spirit of the people 
wenerally in the Punjab were undoubtedly in favour of active reprisals against the Amir 
for his behaviour toward the Government of India, and the Chiefs were the natural and 
influential representatives of this feeling ; while the Rajahs of Nabha, Jhind, and Patisla 
had been conspicuous in 1857 for their prompt and effective adherence to the British 
3 nt. 

Se Copeninetl of India, accordingly, cordially acknowledged and accepted the 
offers of the Punjab Chiefs ; and His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor undertook the 
measures requisite for assembling the various contingents, and for slightly improving 
and assimilating their general organization. | The troops furnished by the Nawal of 
Bahiwulpur were detached to Multan, which is close to their own country, and where 
they could be at once useful on garrison duty; the other selected bodies of cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery were brought together at Lahore early in December, where 
they were placed under the command of Brigadier-General Watson. At Lahore the 
Viceroy, accompanied on the ground by the Maharaja of Kashmir and by the Chiefs 
whose men were paraded, reviewed the whole force, whose conduct and condition were 
very satisfactory. At the close of the review His Excellency addressed the officers, 
congratulating them and the Chiefs on the appearance of their men, and expressing his 
pleasure at this public demonstration of the readiness of the States’ troops to join the 
Imperial Army. The entire corps is now on the march toward Peshawur. 

4, We have received from very many other Chiefs in India, and from tiie Ministers 
of Hyderabad and Baroda, letters offering to send troops to serve with our army in the 
war which is now being prosecuted against the Amir Sher Ali Khan. Many of the 
Chiefs have placed all the resources of their States at our disposal, and some of them have 
expressed a desire to take a personal share in the campaign; Sir Salar Jung and his 
colleague have each asked permission to send a near relative to join the staff of the Generals 
commanding in Afghanistan, and arrangements are being made accordingly. We have 
been exceedingly gratified by such a wide manifestation of the loyal spirit which animates 
our feudatories, and by these proofs of their unhesitating adherence, in the present state 
of affairs, to the active policy of the Government. All these offers have been suitably 
acknowledged ; although there are many obvious reasons why the great majority of them 
cannot, for the present ut least, be accepted. We have indeed no intention, as matters 
now stand, of calling out any troops of the States besides those which, as this letter 
reports, have already been mobilized. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
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TrLecram, dated 20th December 1878, 


From Mason Cavacnant, Ally Bughan through Jumrood, to Vicrroy, Viccroy’s Camp. 


December 19th.—Authentic intelligence of flight of the Amecr from Cabul for 
Turkistan accompanied by the remaining officers of Russian Mission. Yakoob Khan 
released and Jeft at Cabul. Full particulars will be communicated after interview 
with Resaldar-Major Nukhshdund Khan, pensioner, who will reach Jellalabad _ to- 

* Sie in orizina), lOorrow. _ Ameer appears to have nearly lost all authority at Cabul, 

® but* his departure, and his soldiers deserted in large numbers. Country 
hetween Jellalabad and Cabul in state of anarchy. Sirdar Khalu Khan has succeeded 
in preserving order at Jellalabad and in parts of Lughman. In order to restain Sirdar 
Wali Mahomed Khan, the Ameer has sent the Sirdar’s family to Turkistan. I am 
sending off at once a special messenger to Cabul to ascertain the sentiments of Yakoob 
Khan. Sir S. Browne and troops will reach Jellalabad to-morrow, 


& 
No. 5. 


TRANSLATION of a Firman issued by Amir Suer Att Kuan, dated 22nd December 1878, 
communicated by the Meshed Agent. 


Let the high in rank, &c., Sirdar Muhammad Omer Khan, the Gover 
‘Tolmshir Sahib and Hasan Ali Khan, the Sipah Sala-i-A 


Firman and know— 


That, having previously announced the result of the fights of our victorious troops 
to-day, also that by the Grace of God a series of victories have been won by the lion- 
devouring warriors, we have deemed it necessary to announce the details of the same to 
you, so that you may be made fully aware of the facts. 

The state of affairs and of hostilities on the Khyber frontier line are as follows :— At the 
outset there were only five regiments stationed at Ali Masjid as a permanent garrison 
when the British troops advanced to attack them. The said five regiments gave battle 
to fourteen of the infidel white regiments, and for about eight hours the roaring of the 
cannon and musketry, together with the clashing of the swords, were incessant ; till, in 
accordance with the words of the holy verse, “There is no victory except that which 
comes from God,” the goodness and strength of the Almighty aided the lion-catching 
warriors, and they totally defeated the English Army, when a considerable number 
being killed and wounded on both sides a stop was put to further fighting and each side 
retired to his own camp. 

Six days after, two other engagements took place at Peiwar, where the victorious 
troops, again in their zeal to push back the infidel army, brought | on a day like that of 
the Day of Judgment, and rushing on like a torrent compelled the infidels to fall back. 

Since then to the present moment the English troops have not dared to show fight, 
nor to make any advance. In fact, on account of the severity of the winter and especially 
by the action of Ooloosat people and the Afridi tribes, who are anxious for the infliction 
ot loss on their (the English) lives and property, it is quite certain that they will not 

ny forward advance. 
ae nerfect harmony exists in all the affairs of this mighty Government, most of the 
Nobles and Chiefs of this country have made certain representations to us in person with 
the view of putting a stop to this mischief which may affect the peace of this Govern- 
ment. The opinion of our ministers and military officers being also in conformity with 
our royal views, we have decided that to puta stop to the present trouble there is no 
alternative but to have recourse to friendly negotiations as opposed to hostility and 
warfare ; for instance, although our enemy should give up his hostile attitude and the 
idea of interference in Afghanistan, yet having taken up arms against us he ought to be 
vn by diplomatic action. ; ee 

rice bee wines and his advance difficult, and, as in the spring this evil will be sure 
to break out atresh, there is no better opportunity than the present, when the enemy has 
not the power of moving in consequence of the severity of the winter, that our royal 
self should procecd to the capital of Russia, and open an official correspondence with the 
British Government. We have accordingly, im conformity of the app! oval of our 
ininisters and a number of our well-wishers, decided on proceeding to St. Peter sburg, the 
capital of the Russian Emperor, and have appointed our elder and beloved Son, Sardar 
Muhammad Yakub Khan, to act in our absence, leaving the whole of our Sardars, viz., 
Sar Ghatamshir Bahadur Khan, Daud Shah Khan, Hyder Khan, Ghatamshir pene 
Muhammad Karim Khan, Ghatamshir Bahadur, the Mighty Regiments, Mirza mays 
Ahmed Khan, Naib Muhammad Rahim Khan, the Royal Archives, the l'reasury, an | 
the special (‘hamberlains, under his immediate orders. We also, under ms ee 
fortune, and putting our trust in Almighty God, left Kabul on the a ad cr 
accompanied by our illustrious brother (sie) Sardar Sher Ali Khan, S ah Dane 
Khan, oar Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mirza Habibullah, the Mustauti-ul-i ares ; 
Kazi Abdul Kadar Khan, a few servants, and one ‘ Namadcek Kadek Uptur, t he 
Russian envoys who also took part in the council we held respecting this eta 
together with the High Princes, Sardar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan and Sardar Muhamma 
eae letters from the Governor-General, General Stolietoff, at the aban 

named Sir Cheshmeh; Stolictoff, who was with the Emperor at Livadia having written 
e ee considers you as a brother, and you also, who are on the other side of 

oe: the water,* must display the same sense of friendship and brotherhood. 

* iv, Oxus. The English Government is anxious to come to terms with you phroues 
the intervention of the Sultan, and wishes you to take his advice and counsel; but the 


nor ot Herat, 
azim, be honoured by this Royal 
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Emperor's desire is that you should not admit the English into your country, and, like 
last year, you are to treat them with deceit and deception until the present cold scason 
passes away, then the Almighty’s will will be made manifest to you, that is to say, the 
(Russian) Government having repeated the Bismillah, the Bismillah will come to yout 
assistance. In short, you are to rest assured that affairs will end weil. It God permits, 
we will convene a Government mecting at St. Petersburg, that is to say, a congress 
which means an assembly of powers. We will then open an official discussion with the 
Enolish Government, and either by jyorce of words and diplomatic action we will 
entirely cut off all English communication and interference with Afghanistan for ever, 
or else events will end in a mighty and important war. By the help of God, by spring 
not a sympton or vestige of trouble and dissatisfaction will remain in Afghanistan. 

It therefore behoves our well-wishing servants to conduct the affairs entrusted to them 
in a praiseworthy and resolute manner better than before, and having placed their hopes 
in God, rest confident that the welfare and affairs of this glorious Government will 
continue on a firm footing as before, and the mischief and disaffection which seem to 
have arisen in the country will disappear. : 

Let it be known to the high in rank, Tolmshir Bahadur and Hafizulla Khan, Secretary 
to the Sipah Salar-i-Aazim, that, thanks to God, the trouble we have been taking fora 
series of years in instructing and improving the officers of our victorious regiments has 
not been lost, and in fighting the English troops they have displayed the same bravery 
as the force of the civilized nations. Not oue of the victorious troops went to Heaven 
until he had himself slain three of the enemy. In short, they fought in such a way, and 
made such a stand, that both high and low praised them. We are fully confident that 
our victorious troops wherever they may fight will defeat the enemy. — 

The Herat Army is also noted for its bravery and discipline, a result of your devoted 
services. You will convey our royal satisfaction to all the troops and inhabitants of 
Herat, high and low, and tell them that our hope is that God and his Prophet may be as 
satisfied with them as we are. 





No. 6. 
No. 5 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lonp, Fort William, 3rd January 1878, 
On the 28th of December 1878, his Excellency the Viceroy lad the honour to 
telegraph to your Lordship the full text of a Ictter addressed by the Amir Shere Ali 
Khan to the officers of the British Govermnent in which His Highness wrote that he 
was leaving his kingdom and_ was proceeding to St. Petersburgh, in order to lay his 
affairs before the Powers of Europe. We have now the honour to forward printed 
copies of the letter in question. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 
R. STRACHEY. 
N. B. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Letter from the Amir Suerr Att Kuan to the Orricers of the Brrrisu Govrrnuent, 
dated 13th December 1878. 


Br it known to the Officers of the British Government that this supplicant before God 
never supposed nor wished that the matters (in dispute) between you and myself 
should come to this issue (literally “should come out from the curtain ”), or that the 
veil of friendship and amity which has for many years been upheld between two 
neighbours and adjoining States should without any cause be thus drawn aside. 

And since you haye begun the quarrel and hostilities, and have advanced on Afghan 
territory, this supplicant before God, with the unanimous consent and advice of all the 
nobles, grandces, and of the army in Afghanistan, having abandoncd his troops, his 
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realm, and all the possessions of his crown, has departed with expedition, accompanied 
by a few attendants, to St. Petersburg, the capital of the Czar of Russia, where before 
©The English word is used, Congress* the whole history of the transactions between 
myself and yourselves will be submitted to all the Powers (of 

). If you have anything in dispute with me regarding State Affairs in 
Afghanistan, you should institute and cstablish your case at St. Petersburg, and state 
and explain what you desire; so that the questions in dispute between us may be made 
known and clear to all the powers. And surely the side of right will not be overlooked. 
If your intentions are otherwise, and you entertain hostile and vindictive feelings toward 
the people of Afghanistan, God alone is their protector and real preserver. Upon the 
course of action here above stated, this supplicant before God has resolved and decided. 


Europe). 





No. 7. 


Tevecram from Lr -Generat Stewarr to SecreTary or Stare, received 11th January 
1879. 


Caman Kushab, 8th.—Shortly after marching yesterday morning I received news that 
Governor of Kandahar with most of Kabul officials fled the previous night towards 
Herat; garrison with him are disbanded. Deputy Governor has sent offering submission. 

Troops will march through city of Kandahar to-day. Population everywhere friendly. 





No. 8. 


Transiation of a Lerrer from the Herat Corresponpent, dated 12th January 1879, 
communicated by the Meshed Agent. 


A servant of the Sepah Salar, who had been sent from here to Kabul, returned to-day. 
He brought several letters of the Amir Sher Ali Khan written from Bamian, to the 
Herat authorities, informing them that he (the Amir) having been repeatedly invited to 
St. Petersburgh to attend a European Congress respecting his affairs, and the con- 
cluding of an alliance with Russia, and the Russian Envoy having also been instructed 
to urge his departure, he had accordingly left Kabul for St. Petersburgh, taking Sardar 
Sher Ali Khan, Mirza Habibullah Khan, Mustaufi, the son of Sardar Muhammad 
Shereef Khan, and several others, as well as two Ressalas of horse with him. 

He had also written that one or more engagements had taken place between the 
British and Afghan troops in the Khyber Pass, in which the former had been beaten 
back, and that the news of the capture of Jalalabad and Kandahar is quite false. That 
the (Herat) authorities were not to be alarmed in the feast, but were to keep the country 
in perfect order and guard the frontiers until he should be able to arrange his affairs and 
return from Russia, and that he had entrusted the affairs of Kabul to Sardar Muhammad 
Yakub Khan. 

It is also said that the British authorities instigated the Khyberis to fight with the 
Amir’s troops, urging them to defeat them with great loss. 

The Amir has removed all his family to Turkistan. 

The horsemen ordered to Kandahar have not yet left here. I think the authorities 
are afraid to denude the city of cavalry. 





No. 9. 


No. 70 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Crannroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorn, Camp Lahore, the 27th March 1879. 

L wave the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
copy of papers which relate to the overtures which have recently been made by Sirdar 
Mahomed Yakub Khan to Major Cavagnari, the Political Officer with the British Forces 
at Jelalabad. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 9. 


TransLation of a Letter dated Thursday, 20th February 1879, from Spar 
Manomep Yakus Kuan, to Masor Cavacnari, C.S.I. 


Previous to this I received from you a kind letter couched in friendly and sympathizing 
othe substance of that letter was friendship and kindness, and as it contained no 
clear and obvious expression which might form a_ basis for the settlement of the trivial 
dispute and the removal of the temporary hostility which have occurred, I also, in my 
reply, confined myself to the expression of friendship and fidelity, in the hope that I 
should speedily receive a second letter from you which might allude to friendship and 
for the removal of the temporary hostility, and which I would certainly have replied to 
in a becoming and proper manner. ae 

Up to the present you have shown delay and hesitation, and, as you made no effort 
in sending it, (the “second letter”) I did not know what advantage it was which you 
had in view, or what result it was which you desired. 

Therefore, considering that delay in the attainment of what is desired tends to the 
extreme loss and injury of both parties, and with a view merely to the welfare of 
both sides, and the advantage of both States, I have not thought it proper to delay 
any longer. mn : 

It were better if the dispute were adjusted and the hostility removed from both sides. 

For that reason I write in a friendly way to say that I wish to use every exertion in 
this matter, so that through the favour of God, and human endeavour, I may adjust. 
the accidental quarrel, and remove the trivial hostility which has arisen between the 
two States, and may also obtain for myself very great credit on account of the benefit 
accruing to both parties. But I know not whether this accidental hostility and this 
petty dispute are capable of removal and adjustment, or not. 

As I have a constant and firm trust in the officers of the illustrious British Govern- 
ment, and as they have the power in this good work, of getting me a good name, I hope 
and desire that, as is proper and becoming, they will exert themselves in the adjustment 
of this matter, and not prefer hostility and quarrelling to harmony and friendship. 

It is clear that in enmity and strife there will be very great loss and injury to both 
parties; and no other result will be obtained. 

Should this matter be susceptible of arrangement and adjustment, I hope you will 
kindly inform me, so that I may, in a similar manner, bring every human effort to bear 
on my exalted father in the hope that, perhaps, the friendship of this God-granted State 
with the illustrious British Government may remain constant and firm. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 9. 
Terecram, dated 28th February 1879. 
From Mason Cavaenant, Jellalabad, to Viceroy, Calcutta. (Extract). 


Letter from Yakub Khan, dated 26th February, just received by special messenger. 
Contents as follows :— 

Since despatch of my last letter, news reached Kabul on the 26th February of the 
death of my father on the 21st February. As my father was an old friend of the British 
Government, L send this information out of friendship. Letter ends. Bearer of the 
letter is Shahghasi Shah Sarwar Khan, nephew of Shahghasi Sherdil Khan. Sirdars Ahmed 
Ali Jan and brahim Khan have fled from this. Letter affords favorable opportunity 
for opening negotiations with Yakub Khan. The special messenger was urged to convey 
the Ictter as speedily as possible, and was only two days on the road. 


I st di 
a friendly letter of condolence. Vesey re 





Enclosure 3 in No, 9. 


‘TRANSLATION of a Letter dated 26th February 1879, from Strpan Manomep Yaxun 
Kuan, to Mason Cavacnart, C.S.1. 


Purvtous to this I sent you a Ictter dated the 29th of the month of’ Safar (21st Feb- 
ruary 1879), designed for the establishment of relations of friendship and the settlement 
of the quarrel which has broken out between the British and Afghan States, and stating 
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that if the matter were capable of adjustment, I would undertake to step in and use my 
endeavours to that end. ‘That letter you, no doubt, have received. 

I now write a second time, in accordance with former friendship to inform you that 
to-day, Wednesday, the 4th Rabi-ul-awal (the 26th February 1879), a letter was received 
by post from Turkestan announcing that my worthy and exalted father had, upon 
Friday, 29th Safar (the 21st February i879), obeyed the call of the summoner and 
throwing off the dress of existence, hastened to the region of the Divine mercy. Since 
every living thing must relinquish the robe of life, and must drink the draught of death 
I remain resigned and patient under this heavy calamity and misfortune. 

As my exalted futher was an ancient friend of the illustrious British Government 
I have, out of friendship, sent you this intimation. 





Enclosure 4 in No. 9. 
Tevecram, No. 795A.P., dated 3rd March 1879. 
From Forrren Secretary, Calcutta, to Mayor Cavaenant, Jellalabad. 


Your telegram, 28th February, to Viceroy. Send Yakub Khan suitable letter of 
condolence as you suggest. 





enclosure 5 in No. 9. 


Transvation of a Letrer from Masor Cavacnart, C.S.I., to Sarpar Manomen 
Yakuza Kuan, dated the 5th March 1879. 


Arter the expressions of sympathy and sorrow, which is the customary mode of racers 
of the straight path of this transient world, [ beg to inform you that at this unfortunate 
moment I have received your mournful letter, intimating an event, in recording which 
the pen sheds the tears of sorrow and the paper utters the sounds of pain, viz., the 
departure of His Highness the Amir Sahib Bahadur from this transient world, (to which 
every one must bid adieu), to the everlasting one, which is the real abode of all (human) 
beings. This sad news has caused an indescribable sorrow and pain to sincere friends. 

Since “every being on the face of the earth must respond to the call of death,” and 
quit this flecting world, it behoves all survivors and the lonely travellers of this world 
to recline against the cushion of patience and submission to the will of Providence, since 
no good can result from the opposite course, as Urfi has said—‘ Were a meeting with 

a beloved one to be procured by weeping, one might 
* Literally a hundred years. weep for a number* of years in the hope of obtaining 
the desired meeting.” 

1} can suggest no other course than to have paticnee. May the most High and 
Glorious God, through Lis mercy and grace, assign the deceased Amir an abode in the 
highest heaven, and bestow on his heirs patience and comfort. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 9. 
Teiucram, No. 829P., dated 6th March 1879, to Mason Cavacnant, Jellalabad. 


Your telegram to Viceroy, 26th February. Following reply should be sent to Yakub 
Khan. Letter begins :—- 

I have received the letter, dated 20th February, which your Highness has sent ime ; 
and it has been Jaid before his Excellency the Viccroy and Governor-General in Council. 

His Excellency has instructed me to reply to your Highness that it has always becn 
the desire of the British Government to maintain peace and friendship with the Govern- 
ment, the Sirdars, and the people of Affghanistan. The events which caused the 
rupture of friendly relations between the two Governments, and which compelled the 
British Government to declare war against the late Amir Shere Ali Khan, have becu 
publicly proclaimed, and are well known to your Highness. 

Lis Excellency the Viceroy has now reccived with satisfaction the expression of your 
Highness’ anxiety for the renewal of friendship between the two Governments, and the 
assurance of your desire to make every exertion for that purpose. Iam consequently 
authorized to communicate to you the preliminary conditions upon which, if they are 
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agreed to, the Viceroy is prepared to entertain negotiations for the conclusion of pcace 
and for the restoration of a friendly alliance between the two Governments. 

In the first place, the following arrangements respecting: the territories now in 
possession of the British forces, are necessary for the protection and permanent tran- 
quility of the North-west frontier of India :— 

1. The Amir of Kabul must renounce all claim to authority over the Khyber and 
Michni Passes leading from Jellalabad into the Peshawur district, and over the inde- 
pendent tribes inhabiting the territory directly connected with these passes. 

2. The district of _Kuram, from Thull to the crest of the Shutargardan Pass, and the 
districts of Pishin and Sibi, will remain under the protection and control of the British 

rernment. 

a ae place, the foreign relations of the Kabul Government must be henceforth 
conducted in accordance with the advice and wishes of the British Government ; and 
European British Officers accredited to the Kabul Government, must be permitted to 
reside, with suitable personal guards, at such places in Affghanistan as may hereafter be 
determined upon. 

It is necessary for the conclusion of any friendly settlement of affairs between the two 
countries, that the Government at Kabul shall agree to these preliminary conditions : 
the Viceroy will thereupon be prepared to enter into negotiations for peace and a cordial 
alliance on a basis conducive to the common advantage of the two countries, and to the 
stability and prosperity of the Kabul ruler, Letter ends. nen 

Bukhtiyar Khan can take this reply to Yakub, with any subsidiary instructions. 

Acknowledge receipt of this message. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 9. 
Tevecram, dated 6th March 1879. 
From Masor Cavacnart, Jellalabad, to Forrien Secretary, Calcutta. 


Your clear the line message of this day received and instructions understood. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 9. 
Transiation of a Lerrer, dated Wednesday, 12th March 1879. 


From Sirpan Manomep Yaxoos Knan, to Masor N. Cavacnant, C.S.1,. 


Arren compliments. Your friendly letter, dated the 7th March, in reply to ny 
letter, has been received by the hands of Munshi Bakhtiar Khan; and the whole of the 
contents have been fully understood. You state that you had submitted to his Excel- 
lency the Viceroy my former letter, which was simply designed for the renewal of 
friendship and the removal of the accidental enmity, and that his Excellency had 
instructed you to reply to it. You then state the object and desire of the British 
Government in three sentences, in detail, which I have fully comprehended. 

In reply, I beg to say that I wrote to you before expressing my carnest desire, in the 
cvent of your agrecing to use every effort to restore friendship and remove enmity 
between the two contending parties, thereby gaining for mysclf a good name: and | 
also expressed a hope that the British Government, as it had the power, would, tu this 
matter, get a good name for me. 

{ expressed that wish before the death of my father. When my father died, and the 
Government and Amirship of Afghanistan by the decision of the whole of the people of 
AMfchanis.an (all the chicts and nobles and people having come and sworn allegiance) de- 
volved upon me, F considered that. it would be well for the welfare of both States if by 
any means strife and enmity could be changed into harmony and friendship, and the 
former amity restored. But I only meant so if it were compatible with my ability and 
capacity —to that extent I was ready to use every endeavour. 

[ now reply to your propositions. 

Ist. As this is beyond the strength and capacity of the officers of this God-granted 
Governmem, and is opposed to magnanimity and triendship, you should, out of magnani- 
mity and friendship, depart from this condition, and, relinquishing the territories of the 
Afghan State which you have taken possession of recently, you should positively not 
interfere with them. 
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2nd, As this is a good and proper proposal and in conformity with friendship, there 
is no room for discussion or refusal. Certainly it will not be allowable for this Govern. 
ment, which intends friendship with the British Government, to enter into any friendshi 
or relation with other foreign powers without the advice and consent of the officers of the 
British Government. 

3rd. In the event of strong and firm friendship and harmony always existing between 
the Government of Afghanistan and the British Government, the Afghan Government 
out of friendship, agrees that, in accordance with the desire of the British Government 
several officers (sahibs) of rank with a proper escort, should reside on the part of the 
British Government in the capital only, which is Cabul, but they must not interfere in 
any of the affairs of Afghanistan. This to last until such time as the British Govern- 
ment obtains complete confidence in the constancy and faithful friendship of the Afghan 
Government. After that, they have the right either to withdraw the officers, or appoint 
them permanently, whichever they choose. ‘ 

If the British Government from foresight and prudence approve and accept what has 
been written above, it will strengthen the friendship and tend to the welfare of both 
parties, and will, moreover, be in accordance with the practice of the great towards their 
neighbours. If, on the other hand, the British Government has other views and inten- 


tions, they are their own masters ; no doubt that will come to pass which the Deity has 
willed. 





No. 10, 
No. 88 of 1879. 
Government of India.—foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for India. 


My Lorn, Camp Lahore, 10th April 1879. 
In continuation of my despatch, No. 70, dated 27th March 1879, I have the 
oid Alasae Cuvidunticcdntad honour to submit, for the information of Her Majesty’s 


23rd March 1879, Government, copy of further correspondence*, between 

From Sirdar Mahomed Yakub Sirdar Mahomed Yakub Khan of Kabul and Major 
Khan dated 29th March 1879. Cavagnari, the Political Officer with the British Forces 
at Jellalabad. 


2. After receipt and consideration of the two letters from the Sirdar which were sent 
to your Lordship with my despatch above cited, I instructed Major Cavagnari to send a 
courteous reply, and to ascertain through his messenger, whether the Sirdar desired to 
discuss personally with a British Officer the obstacles to a peaceful settlement. The 
lettert which Major Cavagnari accordingly wrote is inclosed. 
Sirdar Yakub Khan in his answer slows himself greatly averse 
to yielding on the question of relinquishing territory ; but he appears to consider that 
an interview with the British Officer may be advantageous, and he offers to receive an 
Envoy. 

3. i have accordingly directed Major Cavagnari to make the necessary preliminary 
arrangements for proceeding to Kabul. He will take with him a 
letter from myself acknowledging Sirdar Yakub WKhan’s letter to 
ine announcing his father’s death. And he will be empowered to enter into negotiations 
for the conclusion of a gencral Treaty, if the cssential point in the conditions already 
tendered, which is now at issuc, can be satisfactorily adjusted. 


+ Dated 7th April 1879. 


t Copy enclosed. 


| have, &c., 
(Signed) LYTTON. 





Enclosure J] in No. 10. 


Transiation of a Letren from Mason Cavacnanrr, C.S8.L, to Amir Manomep Yaxun 
Kuan of Kabul, dated Jellalabad, 23rd March 1879. 


Avrer Compriments.— Your Highness’ friendly letter dated 12th March 1879, in reply 
to my letter of the 7th idem, together with a letter addressed to His Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, have been received by me and forwarded to His 
Lacellency the Viceroy. 


Meanwhile, I deem it proper to point out to your Highness certain matters of 
nce. 
eee as glad to notice that your Highness has accepted two out of the three 
demands mentioned in my letter of the 7th instant, but I regret that your Highness has 
replied to the third demand in an uncertain manner (“mujmal’’), and has, moreover, 
made a proposal that the British Government should absolutely withdraw from all 
interference in Afghanistan, and entirely evacuate the territory it has conquered. ie seas 

I beg in a friendly manner to inform your Highness that this is a proposal which it is 
quite impossible for the British Government to accede to. 

The point which your Highness has been asked to agree to is looked upon as most. 
essential to the permanent security of the Indian frontiers, and has been adopted after 
much consideration with reference to the condition of Afghanistan. 

I therefore entertain great hope that when your Highness has fully reflected upon the 
matter, you will not find this condition so difficult of acceptance, nor sufficient to prove 
an impediment to the development of friendly relations with the British Government 
which your Highness has expressed yourself desirous of effecting. 

With this view I send your Highness this friendly letter by the hand of Munshi 
Bukhtiar Khan, and I indulge in a strong hope that, after reading it and reflecting upon 
the matter, your highness will send a suitable and satisfactory answer with due regard to 
your own personal advantage and with the view to cementing friendly relations between 
the British Government and Afghanistan. 

I hope your Highness will always consider me as your friend and well-wisher. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 10. 


Transvation of a Lerter from Amir Mayomep Yakus Kuan to Masor Cavacnarl, C.S.1., 
dated 29th March 1879. 


A. C.—I have received your kind letter dated the 23rd March by the hand of Munshi 
Baktiar Khan, and have given the fullest possible consideration and reflection to what you 
have written, pressing me to accept the third condition; and that you consider such 
acceptance as conducive to the permanent concord and alliance of the two Governments. 
In the permanent friendship and loyal affection to the British Government which it is my 
strong wish and desire to obtain, it is fitting that the British Government, having in view 
its own greatness and eminence, should have conferred on me numerous benefits and 
constant recurring advantages, and should have from beginning to end kept my advance- 
ment and independence in Afghanistan. In my acceptance of the two conditions which 
Ihave declared, and which I firmly and sincerely resolved to carry out, if you will 
carefuliy reflect, you will see that very important interests and matters are contained ; 
so that there is no further room for introducing or mentioning the third condition. [ask 
for justice in this matter from the British Government. When I have accepted a British 
Resident in my capital, permanent or temporary as the British Government may choose, 
and, turning away my eyes from all aid or friendship from other States, have put the hand 
of hope and dependence firmly on the wide skirt of the British Government, what would 
be becoming in the strong and grand British Government; to take away a small part of 
my kingdom, or to extend it a little? As I have sincerely, truly, and decidedly chosen 
the permancnt friendship of the Bricish Government, I hope and expect from that great 
and magnanimous Government that my request on this point may be accepted, and that 
the foundation of friendship and alliance may be very speedily and firmly laid; and that 
by making happy your faithful friend with appropriate kindnesses, you may render 
your Government famous in the world and ameng all nations by your kindness and 
favor tome. Please God, the advantage of such kindness will appear sooner than that 
which the British Government anticipates from its third condition. 

For the sake of giving confidence in these statements, and of strengthening the 
foundation of friendship, if the British Government propose to appoint a Mission* of rank, 
such as yourself, to come to Kabul and see me, the real concord on both sides will be 
declared and proved face to face. I will certainly not oppose this proposal. In any case, 
T desire and expect good and advantage in every way from the British Government, and 
I look upon the friendship of that Government as entirely an advantage and the source 
of much good. 

(Signed) W. Jenkyns, 


Jellalabad, 2nd April 1879. On special duty. 


* a Tod a . Bonne Sete Fach ae a Spe tine ae : : 
"In the original the English word is used, and is apparently understood by the Afghans as meaning an 
Kny oy. oS D> 
(Signed) W. J. 
BI 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 10. 


Transtation of a Lerrer from Masor Cavaenart, C.S.1., Political Officer, to Aum 
Maunomep Yaxkus Kuan, of Kabul, dated Jellalabad, ~th April 1879. 

Arter Comptiments.—I bave received your Highness’ friendly letter of the 29th March 
1879, by the hand of Munshi Bukhtiar Khan.  ~ 

It is a matter of gratification to learn that your Highness earnestly desires the renewal 
of friendship between the ‘two States, and that you recognise the advantace that will 
accrue to Afghanistan from an alliance with the British Government. 7 

I observe that in the concluding portion of your Highness’ letter you state that, if the 
British Government thinks proper to depute a Mission of rank to Kabul for the purpose 
of verbally discussing with your Highness the matters now under consideration, your 
Highness also will acquiesce in such an arrangement. 

As it is probable that this may be productive of good, and may tend to remove what- 
ever misunderstandings exist, I am directed to inform your Highness that the British 
Government will appoint a Mission of rank to proceed to Kabul, with a suitable escort 
on receipt of information from your Highness that the necessary arrangements for its 
journey and reception have been made. 

T trust that your Highness continues in the enjoyment of good health, and that you 
will consider me your friend and well-wisher. 


(Signed) N. Cavaanart, 
Jellalabad, 7th April 1879. Political Officer. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 10. 
Dated Camp Lahore, 11th April 1879. 


From His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-Generat, of Inp1a, to His Highness 
Awir Manomep Yakus Kuan, Wali of Kabul and its dependencies. 
My wonourep AND VALUED Frienp, 

I wave received Your Highness’ friendly letter of the 13th March 1879, 
informing me of the death of your father His Highness the late Amir Sher Ali Khan. 
This news has caused me deep regret, and I desire to express my sympathy with Your 
Highness in the affliction with which you have been visited. But since every human 
being must taste the cup of death, and life and death are in the hands of the Almighty 
God, it is fitting for these reasons to have patience and to show submission to His will. 

2. Your Highness furthermore informs me that the nobility and people of Afghanistan 
have unanimously acknowledged you as Amir, ard have tendered their allegiance. This 
information undoubtedly increases my expectation that the wishes expresscd in Your 
Highness’ letter for the cstablisiment of a basis of friendship, will be fulfilled. 

3. The friendly letter, dated 29th March 1879, written by Your Highness to Major 
Pp. L. N. Cavagnari, C.S.1., has been seen by me. In that Jetter it is said that if, for 
the sake of strengthening the foundation of friendship, the British Government propose 
to appoint an Envoy of rank, such as Major Cavagnari, to come to Kabul and see Your 
Highness, you will certainly not oppose this proposal. 

I have accordingly deputed Major Cavagnari to visit Kabul, and this letter will be 
delivered by him in person to Your Highness. Major Cavagnari possesses my full 
confidence ; he is authorised to communicate unreservedly with Your Highness upon the 
questions at issue between the two States, and he is to be considered as the representative 
of the Government of India. 

I beg to cxpress the high consideration I entertain for Your Highness, and to 
subscribe myself as Your Highness’ sincere friend. 





No. LI. 
Tetecram from Viceroy to Secrrrary or State, 6th April 1879. 


Pirase telegraph views of Cabinet on following substance of Treaty to be negotiated 
with Yakoob : Ist, two Articles, formal ; 3rd, amnesty for assistance to us during the war ; 
4th, Ameer agrees to conduct his foreign relations in accordance with advice and wish of 
British Government, will enter into no engagements or war with foreign State without 
concurrence of British’ Government ; 5th, qualified recognition of heir; 6th, permanent 
British Resident at Kabul, and right to depute Agents to Herat, and other frontier 
places; 7th, their safety and honourable treatment guaranteed by Ameer; 8th and 
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Oth, commercial facilities, protection of traffic, adjustment of duties, selection of open 
routes ; 10th, telegraph line ; 11th, restoration ot Kabul territory now in our possession, 
except Kurram, Pisheen, and Sibi, Ameer renounces authority over Khyber and 
Michnee tribes and passes; 12th, secures payment by Ameer of customary allowances 
to certain specified Sirdars ; 13th, subsidy to Ameer, amount not yet settled. 





No. 12. 


Trevecram from Secrerary or State to Vicenoy, Sth April 1879. 


Yours on Treaty. All the Articles approved. 





No. 13. 


Tececram from Viceroy to Secretary or State, 9th April 1879. 


My telegram 6th and yours of 8th. If in return for 4th Article, which places his 
foreign relations entirely in our hands, Yakoob asks protection from foreign aggression, 
a distinct answer will be required. 

Please telegraph your views fully on this point. 





No. 14. 
TevecraM from Secretary or State to Viceroy, 13th April 1879. 


Ir Yaxoos faithfully conducts his foreign policy under our direction, we shall be 
prepared to support him against any foreign aggression which may result. from such 
conduct with money, arms, and troops, to be employed at our discretion, when and 
where we think fit. 


No. 15. 
No. 104 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransrook, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorn, Simla, the Ist May 1879. 

In continuation of the Despatch of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor- 
General, dated Lahore, the 10th April 1879, No. 88, we have the honour to forward, 
for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, copy of two letters, dated 20th April 
1879, addressed by Sirdar Mahomed Yakub Khan to Major Cavagnari, the Political 
Officer with the British Forces at Jellalabad. 

2, We also inclose, for facility of reference, copy of the telegram which we sent 
to oe Lordship on the 26th April, containing the substance of Major Cavagnari’s 
reply. 

3. A complete copy of Major Cavagnari’s letter has not yet reached us. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J, ARBUTIINOT, 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMSON, 


M 715, C 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 15, ' 


Transzation of a Lerrer from Anim Manomep Yaxus Kuan to Mayor Cavacnarr, C S.I 
dated 27th Rabi-us-Sani (20th April 1879). es 


AFTER Comrerments.— Be it known to you that Munshi Mahomed Bakhtiar Khan 
having waited upon me delivered your friendly letter to me, which I have perused 
Iam excedingly gratified with its contents, which allude to the cultivation of friendshi 
concord, and ainity between the two great States. From its beginning to the end ae 
letter expresses perfect unity and identity (of wishes). It is hoped that fon thi 
sapling of friendship the functionaries of the two great Governments will cull the fruit 
of their wish, and that from this goblet of affection the Officers of that powerful 
Government and the Governors of this God-granted State will pour out a draught 
of their desire. Munshi Mahomed Bakhtiar has been given leave to return and is 
proceeding towards you. Ihave made oral statements to him. He will, please God, 


communicate them to you one by one, and you will be pleased to rely upon them 
as true. : 





Enclosure 2 in No. 15. 


Transiation of a Lerrer from Amir Manomep Yakor Kuan to Masor Cavacnant, C.8.1L, 
dated 27th Rabi-us-Sani (20th April 1879). 


Arter Comptiments.—As Munshi Mahomed Bakhtiar Khan is now going to return 
to that direction, I take the opportunity of writing this short friendly letter to you to 
say that I have, on my own part, resolved to remove all doubts regarding friendship 
as well as to strengthen the friendly relations between the two States. God 
willing, I will leave for that direction and have the pleasure of seeing my friends. 
I hope you will reply to this epistle speedily, so that the terms (for the renewal) 
of friendship and concord between the two Governments may become known and 
manifest. 

Further, all well. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 15. 
Telegram, dated 26th April 1879. 
From Viceroy, Simla, to Secrerary or Srate, London. 

Following from Cavagnari, 25th. Begins :— 

Fotiowrne letter addressed to Yakub Khan made over to Bakhtiar with instructions 
to use every effort to procure early and favourable reply. Letter begins :-— 

After compliments and acknowledgment of his letter. ‘I gather from it that Your 
“ Highness wishes to arrange a friendly interview with the British Authorities, and 
‘ desires to come in person for this purpose. This intention is indeed a true sign of 
“ that earnest desire for the establishment of friendly relations between the two Govern- 
‘ ments which Your Highness, in your recent letters, has frequently expressed, and 
‘ which the British Government fully appreciate and reciprocate. 

« I am consequently directed by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General 
‘< of India to reply that on receipt of intimation of the date of Your Highness’ expected 
‘ arrival at the British Camp, every effort will be made by the Officers of this Govern- 
“ment to secure for Your Highness the most honourable treatment befitting your 
“ exalted rank during the period Your Highness, with whatever escort and retinue you 
‘© may think proper to accompany you, shall remain as the guest of the British 
‘© Government.” T'inis. 


a 





No. 16. 
From Vicrroy to Secuerary or Stare, 5th May 1879. 
Yaxous reached Butkhak 3rd May, on road towards British camp. Azimuthula 
Khan, Chief of Ghilzais has joined Cavagnari and tendered services to British 
Government. 
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No. 17. 


Telegrain from Viceroy to SECRETARY OF State, 8th May 1879. 


Fotiowinc from Cavagnari, 8th :—Ameer arrived at camp at half-past nine. Hts 
Highness appeared to be much impressed with his reception. 





No. 18. 
Telegram from Viceroy to SECRETARY OF STATE, 8th May 1879. 


Forrowine telegram just received from Yakoob at Gundamuk. Message begins :-— 
I beg to announce my arrival at the British camp. I trust your Lordship is in the 
enjoyment of perfect health. I sincerely hope that the result, of my visit may be 
productive of sincere and lasting friendship between the two Governments. Message 


ends. I have sent friendly reply. 





No. 19. 


No. 119 of 1879. 
Government of India.— Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 8th May 1879. 
In continuation of our despatch, No. 104, dated Ist May 1879, we have the 
honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, a translation of 
the reply sent by Sirdar Mahomed Yakub Khan to Major Cavagnari’s letter to him of 
the 25th April. We also enclose translation of a letter from Munshi Bakhtiar Khan 
to Major Cavagnari, dated Ist May 1879. 

2. Your Lordship has been informed by telegram of Yakub Khan’s departure from 
Kabul on 2nd May and of the several stages of his journey towards the British Camp, 
where he is expected to arrive this day. 

We have, &c., 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
Fr. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMSON, 





Enclosure 1 in No. 19. 


Transiation of a Letter from Amm Manomen Yakur Kuan, to Masor 
Cavaonant, C.S.L., dated 7th Jamadi-ul-Awal.—(30th April 1879). 


_Arter comprtments.—I beg to write this friendly letter to inform you that your very 
fricndly communication dated the 25th April 1879, sent by the hands of the worthy and 
intelligent Munshi Bakhtiar Khan, reached me at a ‘very fortunate moment. Its 
gratifying contents, which notify the marks of noble friendship and give the glad tidings 
of the tokens of great affection between the two sublime States, have afforded me 
unbounded joy. “Phe Munshi above-mentioned has strung one by one on the thread of 
description the pearls of your friendly hints and verbal messages with which you 
actuated by the motives of most sincere friendship. entrusted him, and thereby he has 
opened the door of happiness and joy to the face of my heart. Inasmuch as the gras 
of the desire of having an interview with the (British) Officers of high rank and holding 
a happy conference with them has taken hold of the skirt of mv heart, I will, 
please God, sct out from the capital (Kabul) for my destination on Monday the 


l0th Jamudi-ul-awal (3rd May 1879). Further, what can I write beyond expressions of 
friendship ? 


C2 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 19. 


TransLaTion of a Lerrer from Munsur Baxutiar Kuan, to Mason Cavacn 


Kabul, Ist May 1879. ant, C.S.1, 


AT 10 a.m. to-day I waited upon His Highness the Amir and inquired as t 
stages by which he proposed to march. He stated that he intended ts match i e 
following stages :— 


2. About 9 or 10 o’ciock is-niorrow (2nd May) morning His Highness will ] 
Bala Hissar and will march to Begrami. - Eee 


3. The rest of the marches will be as follows :— 


Saturday 3rd May - - Butkhak. 

Sunday 4th _,, - - Samuch-i-Mulla Umr. 
Monday 5th ,, - - Sih baba. 

Tuesday 6th _,, - - Jagdalak. 

Wednesday 7th _,, : - Surkhpul. 

Thursday 8th _,, - - Gandamak. 


4, To-morrow (2nd May) evening His Highness the Amir will despatch an express 
sowar with a letter to you announcing the fact of his departure from Kabul. 


5. His Highness the Amir observed to me that as the British officials were in 


I told Bakhtiar Khan to apologize for any shortcomings on our eee oo d ie ae XIE 
part, but 1 shall nevertheless be able to prepare a respectable ’ uid not trouble them 
camp.—(Sd.) N. C. to supply him with tents, but 

would bring with him tent equipage 
for himself and suit. 

6. As at present arranged the Amir’s suite and following will amount to about 
400 persons, which number may be increased or diminished on the road. 


7. The Amir will have the following animals with him, viz. :— 
450 horses. 
50 camels. 
2 elephants. 

‘These will require only bhoosa and barley; but for the elephants green wheat. as far 
as procurable will be requisite ; if not procurable, bhoosa and flour may be given. 

8. The British authorities will, of course, make any arrangements for supplies 
which they approve of: the Amir, being their guest, will not mention any wishes of 
his own. 

A list of the quantities consumed will be afterwards sent. His Highness the Amir 
and his suite will bring their own cook. 

9. The site for the Amir’s camp 

T purpose pitching a camp for the Amir opposite the British Camp at’ Gandamak will be selected 


at Mashim Khel. I shall leave it to His Highness to decide whether by the Politi ; : 
he will protect his own earp, or wish us to do it. So that there may Briti ho Officer near the 
he no appearance of his being under any restraint.—(Sd.) N.C. ritis amp in such place as 


may be approved of by him. 
10. His Highness the Amir said that he hoped to be informed on his arrival at the 
Surkbpul of the time fixed for his entry ito Gandamak and the arrangements for his 
reception. 
The Surkbpul, from the tenor of Bakhtiar Khau’s letter, seems tobe He should be received at the 
regarded as doubtful whether we claim to be in possession ef it or not. Gandamak end of the Surkhpul. 
As it will please the Amir and be more convenient to us, Jshallallow It has been arranged that he 


him to make his ee o ap aires ae ae ee eee would collect his own supplies 
i ad 1 ’ »venches Ganc ak.— (Sd. LC 
him our guest from the time he reaches am up te the Surkhpul, 


11. The notables accompanying His Highness will be as tollows :— 
1. Sirdar Mubammad Hashim Khan. 

3 es Tahir Khan. 
3 ff Asaf Khan (son of S. Yahya Khan). 
. Sirdar Futteh Muhammad Khan (son of S. Zakariya Khan). 
Sirdar Nek Muhammad Kban (commanding the body-guard). 
. Mustaufi-ul-Mamalik. 
. General Daud Shah. 
x, Mirza Muhammad Nabi Khan (murasala nawis). 

The Mustaufi and Daud Shah only will be taken into Council, the chief place being 
given to the Mustaufi. 


LIMON WN 
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12. The Amir also said that only threc regiments would continue in Siah Sang till 
to-morrow for the salute on departure: the other troops that were in Siah Sang have to- 


day retired into the Bala Hissar aud Sherpur. 





No. 20. 


Telegram from Viceroy to Secretary or Srate, 23rd May 1879. 


We propose to approve immediate conclusion of following articles of the treaty with 
Ameer. Articles begin,— og 

Ist. Perpetual peace and friendship. 

2nd. Amnesty. ; : 

3rd. Ameer of Kabul agrees to conduct his relations with foreign States in accordance 
with the advice and wishes of the British Government. Ameer will enter into no 
engagements with foreign States, and will not take up arms against any forcign State, 
except with the concurrence of the British Government. On these conditions the British 
Government will support the Ameer against foreign aggression with moncy, arms, or 
troops, to be employed in whatever manner the British Government may judge best for 
this purpose. British troops entering Afghanistan to repel foreign aggression will return 
as soon as object has been accomplished. 

4th. Permanent British Resident at Kabul, with right to depute agents to Afghan 
frontier whenever necessary. Ameer may depute agents to India. 

5th. Ameer guarantees safety and honourable treatment of British Agents. 

6th. Agencies, and 

7th. Commercial facilities to be settled for one year. 

8th. Construction of telegraph line to Kabul. 

9th. The British Government restores to Ameer of Kabul the towns of Kandahar and 
Jelalabad, with all the territory now in possession of the British army, except the 
districts of Kurram, Pisheen, and Sibi. Ameer of Kabul agrees on his part that the 
districts of Kurram, Pisheen, and Sibi, according to the limits defined in the schedule 
annexed, shall remain under protection and administration of British Government, 
that is to say, the aforesaid districts shall be treated as assigned districts, and shall not 
be considered as permanently severed from the limits of the Afghan kingdom. The 
revenues of these districts, after deduction of civil charges, shall be paid to the Kabul 
Government. The British Government will retain in its own hands the complete 
control of the Khyber and Michnee passes, lying between the Peshawur and Kaaba 
districts, and of our relations with the independent tribes inhabiting the territory 
directly connected with these passes. 

10th. Subsidy. 

End of treaty. 

ace Commission will demarcate boundaries of assigned districts. Karly reply 
solicited. ; 





No. 21. 
Telegram from Srcrerany or State to Viceroy, 23rd May 1879. 


Yours to day. Articles approved by Cabinet. 





No. 22, 
From Major Cavacnant to Secrerary or Srate, 26th May 1879. 


Treaty of peace with Ameer of Kabul signed to-day, 26th May. 
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No, 23. 
Telegram from Viceroy to SecreTary or Sratr, 7th June 1879. 


Fou.owine from Cavignari, 6th, begins,—Ratified treaty presented to Ameer this 
morning in Durbur, His Highness, after receiving it, expressed his earnest hope that he 
and his subjects of every grade would do all in their power to preserve and increase the 
friendship now established. In saying farewell to the General and other officers, the 


Ameer expressed the hope that when he visits India he may renew his acquaintance with 
them. Ends. 





No. 24. 
No. 153 of 1879. 
Government of India——Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 23rd June 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
translation of a letter from His Highness Amir Mahomed Yakub Khan to the Viceroy, 
dated 30th May 1879, and copy ot His Excellency’s reply, dated 4th June 1879. 

2. We inclose, also, a translation of a letter, dated 11th June, addressed to Major 
Cavagnari by the Amir, in which His Highness expresses much pleasure and satisfaction 
at the receipt of the Viceroy’s letter. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON, 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 24. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Amtr Mauomen Yakus) Kuan to the address of 
His Excellency the Viceroy, dated 8th Jamadi-us-Sani 1296, Al Hijri (30th May 1879). 


Br it known to the friendly heart of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India (who is exalted and mighty, the bearer of high titles, the dispenser of 
glory and greatness, and the centre of goodwill and friendship, may his prosperity 
increase), that since the day of my arrival at the British camp at Gandamak J have 
been very happy, and that Tam exceedingly pleased with, and thankful for, the reception 
and treatment accorded to me by the British officers, which will (doubtless) tend to 
produce good results and bear the fruits of friendship, unity, and concord. 

Although I had resolved to come to Simla and give myself the unbounded pleasure 
of a joyful interview with Your Excellency tor the purpose of strengthening friendly 
relations, the combination of three several circumstances prevented me from carrying 
my intention into effect. “hese were, in the first place, the intense heat of the weather, 
which renders travelling extremely difficult ; secondly, the existence of cholera, which, 
in obedience to the divine decree, has made its appearance in those quarters ; and, 
thirdly, the anarchy cxisting in the interior of Afghanistan, to attend to which is the 

1 ‘tant of all matters. 
Meet conplne a tour through the country, daring which [shall inspect the 
frontiers and provinces, and introduce good government therein, T intend, God willing, 
towards the close of next cold season, to sct out for my destination, and have a joyful 
meeting with Your Excellency, for the purpose of making firmer the basis of friendship , 


and drawing closer the bonds of affection and amity in a most suitasle and appropriate 


manner. ° ane : 
Further, what can I write beyond professions of friendship and good will. 
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Enclosure 2 in"No, 24. 


From His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-GeneraL or Inpra to His Highness 
Mauomep Yakus Kuan, Amir of Afghanistan and its Dependencies. 


My UYonourep ann Vavuep FRienp, Dated Simla, 4th June 1879. 

May the prosperity of Your Highness, the well-wisher and cherisher of your 
friends, be increased, and may the causes of happiness and pleasure ever brighten the 
face of Your Highness’s days, 

Be it known to Your Highness’s friendly heart that Your Highness’s letter, dated 
30th May 1879, has been received by me. 

It gives me special pleasure to learn that Your Highness is well satisfied with the 
arrangements which were made by the British authorities for the accommodation of 
Your Highness and your suite at Gandamak. My desire was that everything possible 
should be done for the hospitable reception and entertainment of so honoured a guest. 

I should have been greatly pleased if it had been possible for Your Highness to fulfil 
your kind intention of visiting me at Simla, as Iam convinced that a meeting would 
have been most advantageous toward drawing closer the bonds of personal friendship 
and confirming the fortunate alliance which has now been concluded between the two 
States. But the impediments mentioned by Your Highness make it manifest that for 
several reasons the journey cannot at present be undertaken. Nevertheless, in accor- 
dance with the intimation which Your Highness’s kind letter conveys, I anticipate 
confidently the pleasure of meeting Your Highness before long, at a more convenient 
season, in India. : 


May Your Highness’s days be happy and prosperous to the fullest extent of your 
desires. 


I beg to express the high consideration [ entertain for Your Highness, and to subscribe 
myself Your Highness’s sincere friend. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 24. 


Transvation of a Lerrer from Amtr Manomep Yakus Kuan to Major Cavaenant, C.S.L, 
dated Gandamak, 20th Jamadi-us-Sani 1296 A.H. (corresponding to 11th June 1879). 


Arter Compiiments.—Your friendly letter, dated Jellalabad, 9th June, enclosing a 
telegram to your address from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India, dated the 6th June, in which congratulations are expressed for the victory of my 
troops over the Turkomans on the Herat frontier, and also His Excellency’s letter 
to my address, was received and read by me on the evening of the 19th of the current 
Mahomedan month. 

I was much pleased to hear of your health and welfare; and the frank and cordial 
expressions of friendship and kindness in the letter of His Excellency the Viceroy gave 
me the highest pleasure and satisfaction. I strongly hope that, in accordance with the 
rules of friendship, day by day and hour by hour every effort will be made by both 
sides to strengthen the alliance between the two Governments, not only at the time of 
the interview with His Excellency the Viceroy, which is alluded to in His Excellency’s 
letter of the 8th Jamadi-us-Sani, but also before and after the interview. 

You may continue perfectly assured with respect to me, and I hope you will write 


informing me of your welfare, until a meeting takes place, as this will afford me much 
pleasure. 





No. 25, 
No. 152 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscouny Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorn, Simla, the 23rd June 1879, 
Wr have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, translation of a proclamation lately issued by the Amir of Afghanistan, which 
grants a general amnesty to all Afghan subjects who have held intercourse with the 
C 4 
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British forces during the war, and secures them from all punishment or molestation on 
this account. 

2. The proclamation is issued in accordance with the provisions of Article 2 of the 
Treaty concluded between the British and Afghan Governments. 


We have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
¥F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY., 
FE. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 25. 
Trans ation of the Proclamation issued by the Ami or AFGHANISTAN. 


Procnamation issued by the Government of Afghanistan, dated Gandamak, 
Jamadi-us-Sani A.H. 1296=( June 1879). 


Whereas perpetual friendship and peace have been established between the British 
Government and the Government of Afghanistan, all disputes and differences between 
those two Governments have been entirely removed. 

It is hereby publicly proclaimed that a general amnesty has been granted to those 
subjects of the Afghan Government who have held intercourse with the British forces 
during the war. And the Afghan Government delares in writing that all its subjects 
shail be exempt from punishment or molestation, covert or overt, on account of such 
intercourse. 





No. 26. 
No. 160 of 1879. 
Government of India.—}orcign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorn, Simla, the 7th July 1879. 
In our despatch of the 2nd of June we transmitted to Her Majesty's Government 
a copy of the treaty concluded in May last with the Amir of Afghanistan; and we 
have now the honour to lay before Your Lordship a full report of our proceedings in 
connection with recent Afghan affairs. 

2. Your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th of November 1878 briefly recapitulated 
the leading features of the policy of the British Government :toward Afghanistan, and 
reviewed the course of events and transactions which terminated with the reception of 
a Russian mission at Kabul, the deputation of Sir Neville Chamberlain as British envoy 
to the Amir, and the repulse of his embassy at Ali Musjid. Immediately upon that 
repulse being known, a demand for apology and reparation was addressed to the Amir ; 
and, when no answer was received within the period prescribed, His Highness was 
declared an enemy of the British Government, and the British forces entered his 
kingdom on the 21st of November. ' 

3. The plan of operations to be followed by the British army in Afghanistan had 
received our most careful consideration ; and, in its scope and aim, it was strictly limited 
to the attainment of certain definite objects. We deem it now «ue, both to oursclves, 
and to Her Majesty’s Government, by whom they were approved, to state and explain 
those objects before describing the measures adopted for the attainment of them. 

4. For some time previous to the immediate occasion of the late Afghan War, the 
warning course of events beyond the north-west frontier of India had forced upon the 
anxious attention ef this Government certain features in the character of that frontier 
which could not but be regarded as defective if judged by the well known axiom of 
modern military science,—that the strategic value of any natural obstacle, such as a 
river or a mountain range, is mainly dependent on the command of the points of issue 


25 


on both sides, and the consequent power of operating at will on cither side of it. Before 
the war just ended in Mela the sa ly: alae of pale i oe along’ a 
eastern base of a vast and widely extended system of mountams, 1 re exception 
ee southern defiles (recently acciired by the Khelat treaty of 1876), all the passes 
through that portion of the range which, sloping towards Afghanistan, rises immediately 
above the plains of India, were in the. hands of wild, independent, and more or less 
hostile, tribes; and the army of India, if attacked upon this frontier by a skilful and 
powerful enemy, would have had no alternative between forcing the passes, under con- 
diticns of much difficulty and sane re to nea a Tay : a ee Souniey> se 
its base, and without any friendly support within reach, or clse, with a great and 
a almost impassable Has a its back, awaiting his ee eae a coe ie of 
ousand miles in length, pierce asses open to the enemy at points too 
one to be all effectually paardell: ; ft is needless to dwell upon the serious 
character of the danger to which India would be exposed in any such eventuality. 

5. On the other hand, apart from this serious strategic defect, our Jate land fronticr 
had much to recommend it from an administrative point of view; and we consider that, 
when that frontier was first accepted, the adoption of it was justified by a reasonable 
regard to the political circumstances and general convenience of the moment. It 
was not deliberately selected, on strategic grounds, with a view to contingencies at 
that time remote; and, even then, there were uot wanting eminent adyocates for the 
adoption of the Indus River as a better strategic border an a youn sc beyond 
it. But this mountain chain approximately represented the limits of the Sikh power, 
and of the territories which the Punjab angele had transferred to the British Govern- 
ment; and, conquest having been carried thus far, we think it was a wise decision not 
to carry it beyond the point at which military operations would have become more 
difficult and their results less satisfactory. Rich plains, although easily overrun, are 
easily held, and they remunerate the benefits conferred on them by improved 
administration. Wild mountain tracts are not only difficult to traverse and difficult to 
subdue, but, when subdued, the administration of them is unprofitable. The foot of 
the mountains offered to India a well-defined boundary ; and, although the adoption of 
this line left our north-west border peculiarly exposed to injury and insult from the 
hill tribes around it, yet, on the whole, the inconvenience of remaining within it was 
less than the inconvenience of advancing beyond it. Between this linc and the nearest 
outposts of the Russian power in Central Asia intervened nearly one thousand miles 
of difficult country, inhabitated by warlike populations existing in various degrees of 
feudal relation to the Amirs of Kabul and the Khans of Khelat. So Jong as the land 
fronticr of India was unexposed to the pressure of any political or military influences 
more formidable than those of the marauding tribes around it and the weak govern- 
ments of barbarous states beyond them, its strategic defects might be contemplated 
without anxiety by the Government of India. 

6. But the possibility of danger was not overlooked; and it is, we conceive, with 
a view to the prevention of it that the British Government, both in India and in 
England, has at all times attached supreme importance to the exclusicn of foreign 
influence from Afghan and Biluch territory. Guided by this consideration, the 
invariable aim of its policy has been to secure the friendship, the confidence, and, in 
case of need, the co-operation of the Sovereigns of Kabul and Khelat. Unfortunately, 
however, causes, which we need not now examine, rendered fruitless the measures 
adopted for that purpose; and in 1875 our relations with these two sovereigns had 
become almost intolerable. The subsidy given to the Khan of Khelat had been 
withdrawn. The subsidy offered to the Amir of Kabul had been rejected. The 
whole of Biluchistan was in that condition of complete anarchy which so frequently 
precedes the loss of independence ; and for the restoration of his authority the Khan 
was looking, not to his British, but to his Afghan and Persian, neighbours. S*or 
some time previous to this, the attitude assumed by the Amir of Kabul towards the 
Government of India had been growing more and’ more unfriendly and mistrustful ; 
whilst the communications between His Highness and the Governor of Russian Turkestan 
had simultaneously increased in frequency and apparent confidence. In the mean- 
while, the distance between the Indian and Russian Empires had been reduced from 
1,000 to 400 miles, by advances exclusively on the part of the Russian military power. 

7. In these circumstances, the Government of India could no longer afford to con- 
template with indifference the strategic defects of its northwest frontier. We felt that 
strenuous endeavours should be made, without farther loss of time, to find in the 
stability, friendship, and alliance of the trans-frontier states those sources of security 


from external danger which were not furnished by the condition of the frontier itself. 
M713, 
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In Khelat our endeavours were not unsuccessful ; and the treaty signed with that state 
in 1876 virtually placed in our hands the command of the southern passes, thus giving 
: India a strong frontier from the neighbourhood of Multan to the sea, a distance of 
500 miles. This arrangement, moreover, by restoring order and reviving trade and 
agriculture throughout Biluchistan, has been eminently beneficial to the Khan and his 
subjects, in whom the Government of India found loyal and useful allies during the late 
Afghan war. All endeavours, however, to ameliorate our relations with the Amir of 
Kabul were completely abortive ; _and tke unfriendliness of His Highness was apparently 
increased by the increasingly critical condition of relations between the British and 
Russian Governments, until at last it culminated in the open repulse of a British, after 
the open reception of a Russian, mission to his capital. From the foregoing summary 
of the circumstances and events immediately preceding the rupture of our relations with 
the Amir of Kabul it will be seen what cause we then had to view with grave anxiety 
the defective features of our Afghan frontier. It was not compatible with the policy 
and principles of this Government to have recourse to the sword for the remedy of those 
defects, but it was our paramount duty to India not to leave them unrepaired if we were 
successful in a war which we had made every effort to avert. 

%. When, therefore, military operations against the late Amir of Kabul had been 
necessitated by circumstances already reported, we determined to direct them, not only 
to the punishment of an unprovoked affront, but also to the prompt and complete 
attamment of the following objects :—Firstly, the exclusion of all foreign influence from 
Afghanistan; and, Secondly, such a rectification of our Afghan frontier as would 
suffice to render impossible for the future the exclusion of British influence from that 
state. These, at least, are the results it was our object to secure; those which it was 
equally our object to avoid were more numerous; and since they materially affected our 
plan of operations, we must here indicate the nature of them. 

9. When forced to declare hostilities against the Amir Sher Ali we were warned 

by several high authorities that a short or a small Afghan war would prove to be 
impossible ; that we should be opposed in overwhelming numbers by the independent 
tribes whom the Amir (to quote his own words) had threatened to ‘roll against us like 
blasts of fire ;” that, after forcing passes thus fiercely contested, we should be con- 
fronted by a united Afghan nation ; that, having once crossed the frontier, we could not 
safely arrest our progress till we had completed the entire conquest of Afghanistan ; 
that such a conquest could not be abandoned without the risk of renewing, and, perhaps, 
aggravating, our political dangers, nor yet maintained without heavily augmenting our 
financial and administrative burdens; and that, in either case, our utmost military 
success would bequeath to the Afghan people, whether as neighbours or as subjects, 
memories and sentiments of inextinguishable animosity ; leaving to ourselves no practical 
alternative between the helpless contemplation of the confusion and anarchy created by 
our own action and the wholesale annexation of a barren country and a turbulent 
people. 
10. The Government of India would have been inexcusable had it disregarded 
warnings so numerous and so authoritative. The dangers thus indicated were not under- 
rated by us; but we had long and fully considered them from every point of view, in 
direct reference to carefully verified facts, and we were satisfied, by our knowledge of 
the actual condition of Afghanistan at the time when hostilities were declared, that no 
such dangers need be incurred if adequate precautions were taken to avoid them, 

Ll. In the first place, for the rectification of our frontier as defined in paragraph 8 of 
this despatch, no great extension of territory was required. All we needed was the 
permanent command,—not of passes extending far into the interior of the vast mountain 
tract beyond our border, but of those which, piercing the extreme castern edge of’ that 
tract as it rises immediately above the plains of India, constitute the only practicable 
approaches to our Empire from beyond its northern and western confines. ‘The main 
defiles of the Mohmand and Afridi hills, converging towards Peshawur, are peopled by 
independent tribes, and have never belonged to the Amirs of Kabul. Tor the command 
of these passes it would probably suffice, after clearing them of the Amuit’s troops, to 
resume to ourselves the payment and control of the pass tribes. The valley of the 
Kuram, rising westward from the Punjab border between Kohat and Thal, terminates at 
the Shutur-Gardan, a high ridge of the Safed Koh Range; and an army holding that 
position would command, on the one side Kabul and Ghazni, on the other easy access 
into India. Our southern frontier, as before observed, had been greatly strengthened by 
our arrangements with Khelat, which gave us a strong position above the Bolan Pass. 
From Western Afghanistan, however, all the approaches to this position debouch in the 
fertile district of Pishin, which, bounded by the Kojak-Amran range, constitutes the great 


27 


natural granary of Quetta. Holding Pishin, and commanding the issues of the Rojate 
’ ld descend at will upon the plains of Kandahar, or advance to mect an 

Face, oe “the cpen field ; whilst no enemy could debouch upon our own plains by the 
Bola eh Gdh Fret besieging and taking Quetta (no easy task), and then forcing a Jong 
nt dif cult ass, of which we hold the issues. For these reasons we regarded the per- 
i i lias command of the Kuram and Pishin districts as esscntial to the complete 
DLE caton ee frontier. But all such objects could certainly be attained without 
Si seals annexation, and possibly even without any actual acquisition at oy: a 

12. In the next place, many of the independent pass tribes were ee a 3 ae 
to the Amir’s withdrawal of the allowances they had formerly sae pen 7 ee ig r 
ness, or to the possible renewal of those they had at one time aerate oe e Hs en 
Government; and we had been careful to secure the neutrality of these ue cs so fi Sn 
neutrality could be expected from robber hordes certain, in the ae 7 ny con i. 
between British and Afghan troops, to side with the victorious an ; upon ne 
vanquished combatant. In the third place, an all-important change had pie ai uy 
effected during the reign of Sher Ali in the social and administrative c aractet 0 
Afghanistan. This change was peculiarly favourable to our whole plan of operations, 
which had, indecd, been mainly determined by the knowledge of it. peutic 

13. During the reign of the Amir Dost Mahomed the fighting power of Afghanis 
was mainly of a tribal and feudal character. [rom the time of his accession to the 
throne, however, it had been the aim of the Amir Sher Ali to break up this tribal oe 
sation, and replace it by a mercenary army. ‘The system of internal government oe 
introduced by His Highness had undermined the national foundations of his power. _ as 
standing army was regarded by the local chiefs as a menace to their independence. ‘I'he 
compulsory enlistment of troops, for whose maintenance the nation was severely taxed, 
had extended the unpopularity of Sher Ali’s rule to all parts of his dominions and all 
classes of his subjects. The administration, as well as the army, had become dena- 
tionalised. The chief’ civil and military offices of the state, to which the custom of the 
country had given a somewhat family character, were, under the new system, necessarily 
entrusted to men with no power or influence indcpendent of the Sovereign’s favour. By 
thus centralising his authority the Amir had isolated himsclf from his sirdars; and an 
administration destructive of popular privileges was naturally unsupported by popular 
sympathies. Partly by the aid and countenance of the British Government, Sher Ali 
had gradually brought under his personal sway all the dominions formerly claimed by 
his dynasty ; but for the government of them he was driven more and more, by increasing 
mistrust of his sirdars, his subjects, and his neighbours, to expedients which only increased 
a disaffection they were intended to suppress. The Afghans, in short, had grown weary 
of Sher Ali’s domestic administration, whilst all their national sentiments and prejudices 
were opposed to that fatal intimacy with Russia which was the final error of his forcign 

olicy. 

: 1. Such being the actual condition of affairs in Afghanistan when war was declared 
by the British Government against the Amir of Kabul, it was no Impossible task to 
inaintain, between the Afghan people and their ruler, that practical distinction proclaimed 
by the Viceroy in the manifesto which accompanied the declaration of hostilitics. We 
were persuaded that the sirdars and people of Afghanistan (if considerately treated hy 
the military and political officers charged with the execution of our orders, which, on 
this point, were most explicit) would not make common cause with the Amir, or support 
him in resisting the chastisement he had so recklessly provoked. We were also per- 
suaded that the resources of his country would fail the Amir, no less effectually than 
the disposition of his subjects, in any attempt to prolong such resistance after the fighting 
power of his army had been thoroughly broken. By far the most serious embarrassment 
we had to anticipate was, neither the hostility of the Afghan people nor the streneth of 
the Afghan army, but the complete disintegration of the Afghan state which might not 
improbably result from the swift and total destruction of Sher Ali’s personal power. 
With this contingency, which had engaged our lengthened and anxious consideration, 
we felt we must. be prepared to deal in case of necessity. It was constantly before our 
eyes and in our thoughts during the period which clapsed between the declaration of 
hostilities and the signature of peace. As, however, it has not arisen, we need not now 
sity more about it than that it was a contingency which we were at all times anxious to 
avert. 

15. We have recorded and explained at some leng 
Government of India to the prevention, as well 
results during the conduct of the war and the 
because our entire pi 


th the importance attached by the 
as to the promotion, of certain political 
negociation of the peace with Kabul 
an of military operations was directly dictated, and all its strategic 
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combinations constantly restricted b se i iti i i tr 
first. to last, throughout the recent oF ee rom 

: : es g _ alg , military action has been 
strictly subordinated to political purpose, and this acknowledgment is due to those able 
unilitary officers whose discreet exercise of the political powers entrusted to thei has 
greatly enhanced the practical value of their successful achievements in the field. It 
was necessary to inflict signal and public punishment on the late Amir Sher Ali has 
and to destroy his fighting power as speedily and completely as possible. These objects 
would have been most swiftly and simply accomplished by the immediate capture and 
temporary occupation of Kabul. But we had serious cause to apprehend that, by thus 
precipitating the downfall of Sher Ali, we might irretrievably shake to pieces all the 
independent materials of government in Afghanistan—bequeathing to Sher Ali’s 
successor no stable basis of authority, and placing ourselves in a position from which 
we could not afterwards retire without surrendering to anarchy and civil conflict a 
state which it was our object to strengthen and consolidate in the manner most con- 
ducive to peaceable and friendly relations with it. For this reason, although the 
capture and occupation of Kabul involved no military difficulty and offered several 
military conveniences to the British columns which routed the Amir’s army on the Peiwar 
and expelled his garrisons from the Khyber Pass, that measure was deliberately excluded 
from our plan of military operations for the opening of a war which we hoped to finish 
in a single campaign. The only advanced movements not originally included in this 
plan were the occupation of Jellalabad and Gandamak. But these measures were 
dictated by considerations partly of a sanitary, partly of a political character, and 
were undertaken with the certainty that they would not be opposed by any military 
force. The occupation of those points was intentionally temporary, but even in the 
selection of temporary outposts we were determined that the British troops should not 
occupy any position which they could not permanently hold in case of need without 
tisk to their communications and supplies or from which they could not be withdrawn 
at any moment without detriment to our political interests and military reputation. 
We deem it due no iess to the cause of historical truth than to the character of our 
Government and the right understanding of a policy which has been much misrepre- 
sented to place thus distinctly on record these decisions and the grounds of them. 
It remains to explain the further considerations which dictated the more important 
details of our military action and guided our constant endeavour to minimise the 
unavoidable expenditure of blood and treasure in the effectual attainment of its objects. 

16. We have already stated the reasons which induced us to regard the Amir’s 
standing army as the only fighting power we should have to deal with in Afghanistan. 
The known strength of that army was about 60,000 men. Its artillery we believed 
to be good, and this impression was confirmed by subsequent expericnce, but, with the 
exception of the breach loaders formerly given to His Highness by the Government of 
India, the musketry of the Amir’s army was of course inuch inferior to that of our own. 
With this army the Amir, according to cur anticipations, would have to garrison all 
his outlying provinces, protect his Persian flank, defend his capital and central districts, 
and at the same time resist our advance: It was, therefore, not difficult to calculate 
approximately the maximum force he could oppose to us at any given point. We 
consequently determined to attack him simultaneously on three different lines, thus 
obliging him to distribute his force or else to leave one or other of these lines undis- 
uted. 

17. The three lines thus sclected were those of the Kojak, the Khyber, and the 
Kuram, These three lines were not only the most suitable for the immediate purposes 
of our attack, they also included all the advanced positions we had, for the reasons 
stated in paragraph 11 of our present despatch, determined to hold permanently. The 
linc to which the Viccroy attached special importance was that of the Kuram. His 
Excellency believed that if the Amir allowed a British force advancing on this line to 
reach the Shutur-Gardan in full strength, both Kabul and Ghazni would remain com- 
pletely at its merey. He, therefore, anticipated strong resistance to our advance at 
some point in the Upper Kuram Valley, where the Amir's troops would command 
positions of great strength, casy to hold, and very difficult to attack. He calculated, 
however, that if Sher Ali’s army were thoroughly beaten here, its defeat would im- 
mediately be felt in the very heart of the Amir’s power, which must be more severcly 
shaken by the loss of a battle in the Kuram than by a similar disaster in any other 
part of his dominions. Our object, therefore, in despatching a force to the Kuram, 
was to defeat and disperse any Afghan army which might be found there, and to seize 
with the utmost rapidity a position directly menacing Kabul and Ghazni, but without 
advancing beyond the Shutur-Gardan. This force was entrusted to the command of 
General Roberts. 
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18. The force operating on the Khyber line was commanded by General Sir Samuel 
Browne, whose instructions were to capture Ali Musjid, expel the Amir’s gariegn® 
from the Khyber, and occupy Lundi Kotal, Dakka, or such other point as might be 
found most convenient at the head of the Pass, thus threatening Jellalabad, but not 

i g fi re . . , » 
Bee: line of operations lay in the direction of Kandahar ; and it a 
therefore, necessary that the force operating on this line should be proportionally 
stronger; as, whilst its transport and supply were more difficult, the rapidity of its 
movements was less essential to the primary objects of the campaign than that of the 
Khyber and Kuram columns. In order to cripple the financial resources of the Amir, 
it was deemed desirable to expel his authority from the tichest districts of Western 
Afghanistan; and for this purpose the temporary occupation of Kandahar was clearly 
requisite. Such a measure, moreover, was dictated by two other considerations of a 
more far-reaching character. In the event of a complete disintegration of the Kabul 
Power, we could not allow Kandahar to fall into the hands of any chief or state whose 
possession of it we had not previously approved on conditions dictated by ourselves ; 
and, in the event of re-established relations with the ruler of a united Afghanistan, the 
power of restcring Kandahar to such a ruler, also on our own conditions, could not fail 
to give us a most advantageous position from which to negociate the terms of peace. 
The permanent retention of Kandahar, however, has never formed part of our political 
programme ; and no endeavour has been spared during the war to render our temporary 
occupation of it as little burdensome as possible to its inhabitants. The command of 
the Kandahar force was entrusted to General Stewart; and his instructions were to 
carry out a reconnaissance in force as far as the Helmand and Khelat-i-Ghilzai ; ascer- 
taining the features and resources of the country in that direction, and attacking any 
cnemy he might find within striking distance, but not establishing himself at any point 
beyond Kandahavr. 

20. ‘The generals commanding the forces employed on the above-mentioned lines of 
advance were invested with the chief political authority beyond the frontier. Their 
instructions were to intercept the collection of the Amir’s revenues, and preserve order 
throughout the country occupied by their troops. They were required to conciliate its 
inhabitants, and protect them from all avoidable injury. They were also to use their 
best endeavours to effect a friendly understanding with the tribes in their vicinity ; but 
they were to avoid all unnecessary interference or collision with those tribes. When, 
in the development of operations opened on the Khyber line, the British troops had 
advanced to Jellalabad, Major Cavagnari was intrusted with the conduct of relations 
between the Government of India and the Afghan sirdars and tribes with whom that 
movement brought us into contact. 

21. We calculated that all the operations thus ordered could be completed before the 
commencement of the winter, when the passes would be closed by snow, and a sus- 
pension of hostilities imposed on both belligerents by the rigour of the season. It was 
our hope that the previous success of our military operations would then set frec at 
Kabul various political forces and interests specially favourabie to negociations for peace. 
In any case, the situation might advantageously be left to develope itself during the 
period of inaction which must necessarily elapse before the passes were again practicable 
for the passage of troops. We naturally desired to be spared the necessity for further 
operations, but we felt that, if foreed to re-open the campaign in the spring of the 
following year, we should then be in a position to do so with every possible advantage 
on our side. Our advanced bases would have been firmly established, their communi- 
cations thoroughly secured, the organisation of transport and supply completed for more 
extended lines of advance, and our political influence pushed far beyond the range of 
our military posts, upon the three main approaches into the interior of the enemy’s 
country. In short, we considered that the precautions thus taken to minimize both .the 
magnitude and cost of the military operations, and the number of political risks and 
responsibilities involved in them, were also best suited to facilitate further military 
action, should such action be unfortunately rendered necessary by the course of events 
between the close of 1878 and the spring ot 1879. 

22. Such was the general plan of the campaign opened by the Government of India 
in Afghanistan on the 2Ist of November 1878. On that date General Sir Samuel 
Browne entered the Khyber, and attacked the fort of Ali Musjid. ‘lhe fire of the fort 
was well sustained and directed, and the defence made by the garrison of Ali Musjid 
for several hours was creditable to its spirit. But the position, having been turned 
during the night, was precipitately abandoned by the enemy with the loss of all his 
«uns, stores, and camp equipage. mee of the fugitives were captured by our troops, 
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and the remainder were plundered and dispersed by the Afridis. Sir Samuel Browne 
met with no further resistance on his march to Dakka, which he held unmolested for 
some weeks; but this position being found inconvenient for the lengthened occupation 
of so large a force, the General was, in the month of December, authorised to advance 
beyond it, and occupy Jellalabad; which he did without resistance, receiving there the 
unconditional submission of the local officials, and their request for British protection. 
No attempt was made by the Amir’s army, at any subsequent period, to resist the 
advance of the British troops on this line of operations. 

23. On the same day, General Roberts entered the Lower Kuram Valley; and he 
subsequently occupied, without opposition, the head-quarters of the district, replacing 
the Amir’s officials by his own. He found the people of this district willing to submit 
to his authority, and furnish provisions for the supply of his troops. Continuing his 
advance into the Upper Kuram Valley, General Roberts there encountered a large 
Afghan force, established in a position of great strength, strongly armed with well 
posted artillery, on the ridge of the Pciwar Kotal; which commands the valley on one 
side of it, and the road, on the other, towards the Shutur-Gardan. This force he at 
once attacked. The attack resulted in the sharpest, and most importani, engagement 
that has occurred during the whole campaign. ‘The strategic strength of the enemy’s 
position was very great, but it was quickly turned by our troops who, under the skilful 
command of General Roberts, completely defeated and routed those of the Amir. The 
broken Afghan regiments fled across the Shutur-Gardan, leaving all their guns behind 
then; and the limit assigned to the advance of our Kuram force was thus speedily 
reached and secured without further resistance. General Roberts had been instructed 
to push his reconnaissdnces, as opportunity might offer, into the adjoining valley of 
Khost, with a view to prevent the Amir from drawing either supplies or revenue from 
that district; and this instruction he successfully carried out in the month of January. 

24, General Biddulph, entering Pishin on the 26th of November, found it already 
evacuaced by the Amir’s troops. The small, but important, district of Sibi, lying upon 
our line of communications close to the Biluch border, had, in the meanwhile, been 
occepied by a British detachment on the 23rd of the same month. Much political incon- 
venience had been caused by the interposition of this small Afghan district in the midst 
of Biluch territory, with which it is almost entirely surrounded ; and we had, therefore, 
determined upon its permanent withdrawal from the jurisd’ciion of the Kabul authority. 
In December General Stewart reached Pishin, and, assuming command of the Kandahar 
Expeditionary Force, crossed the Kojak Range with considerable difficulty owing to the 
want of roads. On the 9th of January, after a skirmish with the Amir’s outposts, in 
which the Afghan cavalry showed itself completely unable to make any stand against 
our own, he entered Kandahar. The town surrendered quietly. On the 21st of January 
his cavalry had pushed as far as Khelat-i-Ghilzai, while Girishk, on the Helmand, was 
occupied by a force under General Biddulph. On the 26th of February General 
Biddulph’s cavalry distinguished itself in the repulse of an attack upon his rear guard 
when returning to Kandahar. With the exception of these engagements the occupation 
of Kandahar and the reconnaissance of the Helmand were effected without resistance, or 
any serious manifestation of national resentment at the presence of British troops. 

25. Thus, within two days after the declaration of hostilities, the affront received by 
Sir Neville Chamberlain’s mission at Ali Musjid was appropriately avenged on the spot 
where it had been offered. Within two weeks after the same date the passes of the 
Kyber and the Kuram were completely in our hands, and the Amir’s troops swept clean 
beyond the range of our operations. Not long afterwards Jellalabad and Kandahar were 
occupied without resistance; and before the end of January (that is to say, in less than 
three months from the commencement. of the campaign) the greater part of Southern 
Afghanistan, from the Helmand to Khelat-i-Ghiizai, had passed. into the possession of the 
British Government. The rapid success of our military operations completely confirmed 
the calculations on which they had been based. ‘The Amm’s standing army was defeated 
and dispersed beyond all possibility of recovery ; yet his Sirdirs had not. risen to the 
rescuc of his power. [lis towns opened their gates without remonstrance to our sum- 
mons; their authorities readily responded to our requirements ; and their inhabitants 
evinced no disposition to forfeit the pecuniary advantages they derived from the presence 
of our troops. Nor was the neutrality of the independent tribes less satisfactory than 
the indifference of the Afghan people. Vrom_ these tribes our convoys and su ee 
especially along the Kyber Pass, were exposed to occasional annoyance ; but, general y 
speaking, all the long lines of communication between our advanced positions and theit 
bases in British India were far more facilitated by the friendly co-operation, than 
impeded by the occasional thefts and assaults, of the tribes along the tracts they 
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traversed. Three years ago no European British subject could approach the Kyber 
Pass without serious personal danger. But during the greater part of ae cn 
campaign telegraphic communication from Peshawur to Jellalabad was maintained along 
the entire length of this Pass. . ; 

26. In the meanwhile, our anticipations as to the probable political effects of suc- 
cessful military operations on the Kuram line had becn justified with startling rapidity 
and completeness. General Roberts routed the Afghan army at Peiwar Kotal on the 
2nd of December. Following, as it did, so shortly after the capture of Ali Musjid and 
the expulsion of the Afghan garrisons from the Kyber Pass, this event completed the 
destruction of Sher Ali’s power, which had already been much weakened by previous 
reverses. The detailed news of their total defeat was carried to Kabul, with all the 
rapidity of panic, by the Amir’s beaten and demoralised troops. ‘Their discomfiture was 
contagious ; it infected the garrisons of the capital, and the columns on which the Amir 
was reckoning for the reinforcement of a position already irretrievably lost. Instantaneous 
and wholesale desertions attested the moral effect of General Roberts’ decisive victory. 
The standing army of Afghanistan had ceased to exist, and with it disappeared an 
authority which had no other support. On the 19th of December we received from 
Major Cavagnari, by telegraph, authentic intelligence that the Amir Sher Ali Khan had 
fled from Kabul, accompanied in his flight by the remaining officers of the Russian 
Mission ; and that, in the last moment of his nurried departure, he had released from 
prison, and invested with the regency, his long incarcerated son Yakub Khan. The 
Amir announced his departure by a letter addressed to the British authorities. In this 
letter His Highness informed us that he had abandoned his dominions with the intention 
of proceeding to St. Petersburgh for the purpose of there laying his case before the 
European Powers. ; ; ; ; 

27. In these circumstances we authorised Major Cavagnari to address to Yakub Khan a 
letter which, though couched in general terms, was friendly in its tone, and such as to 
afford His Highness an opportunity of separating himself, were he so minded, from the 
policy which had proved so disastrous to his father. We at the same time instructed 
our authorities upon the frontier to explain to the Sirdars and people of Afghanistan 
that the cessation or continuance of hostilities now mainly depended on the manifestation 
of their feelings and wishes in regard thereto. Sher Ali, however, appears to have lett 
Kabul in the hope of promptly obtaining from Russia all the means he required for the 
renewal of hostilities with the British Government. This, at least, was the hope attri- 
buted to His Highness by his son, his Sirdars, and his subjects. Until the reasonableness 
of such a hope had becn practically tested the dread of the Amir’s return to power, and 
possible reconciliation with the British Government, sufficed to repress any manifestation 
of the national sentiment. The Amir had left his capital but not his country. He 
halted on the Afghan side of the Oxus, where he was believed to be in communication 
with the local authorities of the Russian Government. Yakub Khan was not regarded 
cither by himself or his fellow-subjects as a free agent. His reply to Major Cavignari’s 
letter expressed no desire, on his own behalf or that of his father the Amir, for a 
reconciliation with the British Government. But at Kabul, where apparently such a recon- 
ciliation was not regarded as impossible, there seemed to be a prevalent impression that, if 
it took place, Shere Ali would be restored to power; and that, in that case, his vengeance 
would fali, without scruple or restraint, upon all who had incurred his displeasure or 
suspicion during the war. It was obviously the interest, and indeed the necessity, of all 
concerned in the development of this ambiguous situation to wait upon events; and we 
had at least. the satisfaction of feeling that, from the commanding position we had already 
secured, we could better afford to wait than either Sher Ali or Yakub Khan. 

28. Towards the end of January it was reported about our frontier that the Amir 
Sher Ali had died at Mazar-i-Sharif in the north of Afghanistan. Karly in February 
we received from Sirdar Yakub Khan a spontaneous communication, which contained 
distinct overtures for a reconciliation with the British Government, and an offer of his 
good officcs, as an intermediary between ourselves and his father, the Amir, for the 
removal of differences which he regarded as susceptible of adjustment. A few days 
later we reccived from the Sirdar a letter, dated the 28th of February, informing us of 
the death of the Amir, and his own accession to the throne. These letters were 
addressed to Major Cavagnari, who was authorised to respond to the latter by a suitable 
expression of the Viccroy’s condolences, and to the former by a plain statement of the 
terms on which His Excellency in Council was prepared to entertain negociations for 
peace. 

_ 29. Those terms were in accordance with the essential objects of the war, as described 
In the preceding paragraphs of our present despatch; and they were subsequently 
D4 
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embodied, without modification in the treaty of peace concluded with the Amir of 
Afghanistan. They required that the foreign relations of His Highness should be 
placed under the acknowledged control of the British Government ; and they provided 
for the effectual fulfilment of the mutual obligations involved in that condition ; firstly, 
by securing to us the command of the principal passes between India and Afghanistan, 
together with the administration of the three districts since assigned to us by the treaty, 
and, secondly, by the admission of a permanent. British resident-at Kabul, with the right 
to depute British officers, as occasion may require, to any part of the Afghan frontiers. 
The further commercial and telegraphic clauses of the treaty are the result of subse- 
quent negociations opened at Gandamak. 

30. The Amir Yakub Khan agreed, without hesitation, to place his foreign relations 
under British control; he also at once accepted in principle, as a necessary consequence 
of this arrangement, our condition respecting European British agencies in Afghanistan. 
To our territorial conditions, however, His Highness, as might have been expected, 
evinced considerable repugnance, and for the withdrawal of them he made to us a strong 
appeal. 

ee These conditions couid not be waived without sacrificing one of tlhe essential objects 
of the war; an object dictated to us by a deep concern for the permanent security of 
Her Majesty’s Indian Empire. We were in a position to enforce them without further 
reference to the Amir; for we already held a much larger portion of Afehan territory 
than we had any desire to retain. It was, therefore, at all times open to us to proclaim 
the permanent extension of British jurisdiction to the districts of Kuram, Pishin, and 
Sibi. A similar course had been found convenient by Lord Dalhousie in dealing with 
the Court of Ava at the close of the last Burmese war. But the circumstances and 
objects of the second Burmese war were very different from those of the second 
Afghan war; and, for obvious reasons, we contemplated with great reluctance the 
adoption of any such course on the present occasion. We conceive that the Govern- 
ment of a powerful civilized state is in no circumstances morally free, because it is 
practically able, to consult its own convenience without reference to the manner in which 
the legitimate welfare of its weaker neighbours may be affected by its action or inaction. 
But special force was given to this consideration by all the circumstances and conditions 
of the late Afghan war. The efficient, but humane, prosecution of that war involved 
duties, not only towards the people of India, but also towards the people of Afghanistan ; 
whose country we had not willingly invaded, and whose legitimate interests we had 
assuredly no wish or cause to injure. We desire the friendship and prosperity of that 
people, the confidence and stability of their ruler, and a mutual recognition of those 
peaceful interests which are common to their Government and our own. The with- 
drawal of our troops from their advanced positions in Southern Afghanistan without 
reference to the effect of such a measure on the country concerned, would have 
probably consigned all parts of the Amir’s dominions to a condition incompatible with 
orderly government or tolerable neighbourhood. We had already secured possession of 
the improved frontier we required; but this was not enough. We had still to secure 
the exclusion of ail foreign influence from the whole of Afghanistan, as well as the good- 
will and confidence of the Afghan people and their ruler. To the attainment of these 
objects our policy had becn not less steadily directed ; for the undisturbed tranquility of 
any frontier mast n2cessarily depend, to some extent, upon the peaceable condition of 
the countries with which it is contiguous, and the satisfactory character of relations with 
the Governments of such countries. Although, therefore, we could afford, far better 
than the Amir, to await the result of negociations tor peace, we deemed it our duty 
to spare no effort, consistent with the dignity of the British Crown, and the just 
interests of its Indian dominions, for the early establishment of mutually satisfactory 
relations with the legitimate ruler of Afghanistan. . 

32. So many and such mischievous misrepresentations of our Afghan policy, more 
especially in reference to territorial questions, had been propagated after the rupture of 
our relations with Sher Ali, that the Amir’s reluctance to entertain any territorial basis 
of negociation appeared to us very probably attributable to exaggerated and crroneous 
apprehensions as to the real character of the arrangements we deemed essential to the 
future security of our frontier. We felt, however, that their modcration must be 
admitted if they were compared with the conditions of a similar character hitherto 
dictated, at the close of victorious wars, by conquering to conqucred powers; and we 
believed that, if the object and scope of them were thoroughly understood by the Amir, 
the last obstacle would be removed from the conclusion of a mutually honourable and 
advantageous treaty of peace between His Highness and the British Government. For 
this, it was necessary that there should be between us a frank interchange of views and 
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wishes on the subject of our relative positions. Such interchange of views could ; ae 
satisfactorily carried on by formal correspondence or without personal intercourse, ut 
long and varied experience had convinced us that the policy of a European corey 
cannot be adequately interpreted or represented by Asiatic agents, however loya ae 
intelligent they may be. Many of our minor troubles on the frontier have been Cause 
by the employment of Asiatics as mediums of communication between the British 
authorities and the border tribes, and whatever improvements have been effected during 
the last three years in our relations with those tribes and the neighbouring tribal States, 
such as Biluchistan, are duc to the personal influence of British officers. W arned by 
this knowledge, we felt that to entrust the detailed explanation and discussion of out 
views to any Native agent would insure misconception and resistance on the part of the 
Amir. On the other hand, we reposed complete confidence in the discretion and ability 
of Major Cavagnari, and for all these reasons we were anxious to bring about, if possible, 
early and unreserved personal intercourse between him and the Amir of Kabul. Having 
regard to the Amir’s position at that time, we did not teel justified in proposing that 
His Highness should leave his capital for this purpose, and having regard to our own 
position, we were fully conscious that our motives in proposing to Yakub Khan a 
personal conference with Major Cavagnari at Kabul, would probably be misconstrued 
by the public, and possibly misrepresented to the Amir, We considered, however, 
that we ought not to be deterred by this consideration trom taking the course which 
we had good reason to regard as most conducive to the early re-establishment of peaceful! 
relations with His Highness upon a thoroughly sound and honourable footing. We, 
therefore, authorised Major Cavagnari to address to the Amir proposals for a personal 
conference at Kabul on the subject of our territorial conditions. These proposals 
having been accepted, the native bearer of them was instructed to arrange with Yakub 
Khan for the proper reception of Major Cavagnari at the court of his Highness. 

33. In the meanwhile, the suspended activity of our troops upon the Khyber linc, 
had begun to exercise a very prejudicial influence upon our political, as well as our 
military position in Afghanistan. Although, for political reasons, the capture and 
occupation of Kabul had been excluded from our plan of military operations, it was 
obviously most inexpedient to proclaim or avow that decision. The continued inactivity 
of our forces, however, in positions so closely threatening the Afghan capital, and the 
comments made upon it by our own press, had gradually encouraged the people of 
Kabul and the intervening tribes, to attribute their freedom from molestation on our 
part to our concealed mability to advance any further. We had reason to believe that 
these impressions were strengthened by questions asked and opinions expressed in 
Parliament, of which the reports rapidly circulated beyond our frontier, were such as to 
suggest a conclusion that rather than incur the cost and inconvenience of further 
military operations, the British Government was ready to make peace with the Amir 
of Afghanistan on terms dictated, not by itself, but by His Highness. The result was 
an apparent disposition on the part of the Amir to assume towards us a more reserved 
and ambiguous attitude, and a recrudescence of petty, but vexatious and harassing 
attacks from the surrounding tribes, acting on the instigation of fanatical Mollahs from 
Kabul. These attacks gave rise to two actions, in which severe loss was inflicted on 
the Shinwari tribe by Brigadier-General ‘l'ytler at Deh Sarrak, and on the Khugianis 
by Brigadier-General Gough at Futtehabad. The tribes thus defeated are among the 
most restless and warlike of those with whom our troops were brought into contact 
during the recent campaign, and we cannot doubt that their complete discomtiture on 
the occasions above mentioned, contributed to the cncourageinent of’ pacific influences 
in the councils of the Amir. At the same time, the increasing heat of the weather and 
the defective sanitary conditions of Jellalabad, had begun to tell injuriously on the 
health of the large force concentrated in that locality, and due regard to the well-being 
of our troops necessitated an immediate change of quarters to some higher and healthier 
ground, 

34. We consequently authorised General Sir Samuel Browne to advance a portion 
of his force as far as Gandamak. This movement was primarily dictated by sanitary 
motives of an urgent character, but in authorising it, we were not indifferent to the 
important political advantages it offered as a significant corrective to the erroneous 
impressions referred to in the preceding paragraph. 

35. Within a few days after the occupation of Gandamak, a letter from the Amir 
announced his intention of proceeding to that place for the purpose of there entering into 
personal conference with Major Cavagnari. ‘his was clearly a more satisfactory 
arrangement than the deputation of a British envoy to Kabul. Major Cavagnari was 


therefore instructed to arrange with General Sir Samuel Browne for the honourable 
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reception of His Highness, and was invested with full powers to represent this govern. 
ment in negociations, respecting which he had previously been furnished with detailed 
oral instructions by the Viceroy at Lahore. The Amir reached Gandamak on the 
th of May, and was received there by the British authorities with all possible honour 
and hospitality. After the formal ceremonies of his reception, negociations were opened 
by His Highness, and continued without interruption till the 26th of May, when the 
treaty of that date was signed in the British camp by the Amir on behalf of Afghanistan, 
and by Major Cavagnari on behalf of the British government. 

36. The several Articles of this Treaty were framed in the belief’ that they fully 
secure all the objects of the war which have already been explained. The 3rd Article 
establishes vur paramount position in Afghanistan and our adequate centrol over the 
Amir’s external relations. Our obligation to assist His Highness against foreign 
aggression is the legitimate consequence of this condition, and it is required of us not 
less imperatively for the security of India than for the independence ot Afghanistan. 
But the British Government could not have undertaken such an obligation if the means 
of fulfillmg it had not been secured by the 4th Article of the Treaty, which provides 
for the residence at Kabul of a British representative, and for the right to depute British 
agents, as occasion may require, to all parts of the Afghan frontier. The Amir himself 
had requested that our permanent representative should reside at his capital, and from 
the opening of the negociations, he has evinced no disinclination to the admission of 
British officers within his dominions. Such disinclination would, indeed, have been 
incompatible with any sincere desire for the advantages of British friendship and 
support, and the Amit’s appreciation of these advantages has been manifested, not 
only by his conduct during the negociations, but still more effectually by the alacrity 
and loyalty with which he ts already carrying out his treaty obligations in reference to 
the amnesty clause, and other minor matters. 

37. Under the 6th and 7th Articles of the treaty, His Highness engages to taie 
measures for the protection and encouragement of commerce between India and 
Afghanistan. ‘This engagement will receive practical development in a special com- 
mercial convention to be concluded within twelve months from the ratification of’ the 
treaty of Gandamak. Some such interval was required for the arrangement of details 
connected with the selection and improvement of roads, and for the examination of the 
nature and circumstances of the trade between the two countries, as well as for the 
reciprocal adjustment of duties. It is premature to forecast the ultimate results of 
arrangements now for the first time possible, in reference to the security and expansion 
of the overland commerce of India with other Asiatic countries. But on our western 
frontier access to and from India, although far from easy, is not impeded by such great 
natural barriers as elsewhere interpose almost insuperable obstacles to regular and 
frequent intercourse, by land, with the rest of Asia. On this part of our border the 
wain hindrances to commerce have always been political, and of late years such 
hindrances were increased both by the chronic misrule and Jealous isolation of the 
Afghan Government, and also by the inadequacy of internal restraints upon the 
marauding tribes who hold the passes. When these impediments disappear, we may 
look for # considerable expansion of the land-borne commerce of Northern India. 
Atghanistan itself is a country of no great productive resources, but it commands the 
routes which penctrate into Central and Western Asia; and the commercial classes, not 
only of that country, but also of those immediately beyond the Upper Oxus, aie largely 
fndian, or of Indian descent. The trade of Afghanistan is principally in Indian hands; 
and the Russian Governor at Tashkend recently promulgated a severe cilict against the 
Llindu bankers of Turkestan, who are mostly emigrants from the western districts of 
India. The route by Herat and Kandahar runs through the more open and fertile 
parts of Afghanistan, connecting the important towns of Herat and Kandahar. Phe 
treaty signed with His Highness the Khan of Khelat towards the close of the year 1876 
ctfected the pacification of Biluchistan, and re-opened the great trade route, through the 
Bolan Pass, which has not since been interrupted. By that arrangement, the commerce 
of Central Asia, after reaching Kandahar, is placed in safe connection with the railway 
system of India and the rising seaport of Kurrachi. There is already a noticeable 
tendency to increase in the number of caravans now annually passing the Bolan ; and 
the merchants of Sind have always been among the most industrious and cuterprising of 
our foreign traders. With proper management, therefore, and under a judicious system 
of transit duties, considerable expansion may be reasonably expected in the external 
commerce of India upon this important line. All such considerations will receive out 
careful attention in the negociation of the Commercial Convention which remains to be 
concluded with the Amir of Kabul. 
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38. It may be here mentioned that our political officers who accompanied aed oan 
withdrawn from Kandahar in the spring of this year have explored much i t ¥ 
country, hitherto ‘almost unknown, which ilies on the direct lines between Pishin an 
the Indian frontier below Dera Ghazi Khan. They have ascertained that the routes 
through this country traverse elevated valleys and high plateaux, where the climate is 
at no season of the year very unfavourable, and where supplies and water are compara- 
tively abundant. The tribes who inhabit this region are less unfriendly to strangers 
than the northern Pathans; and the construction and maintenance of good fair weather 
roads present no serious difficulties. There is little doubt that this was eaten 
taken by the earlier trade routes into India from Persia and Southern Afghanistan, an 
on commercial as well as on muulitetys oun the possibility of restoring those channels 

icati serves further examination. 
oe The tea - Gandamak provides for the immediate commencement of telegraphic 
communication between Kabul and India. The advantages of such communication are 
obvious: and the establishment of it will both illustrate and confirm the character of 
the change now effected in our relations with Afghanistan. ee 

AO. The territorial concessions imposed upon the Amir are light, and involve no 
permanent alienation of any part of the dominions claimed by his Government. i The 
Khyber Pass has never formed part of those dominions; while the districts of Pishin, 
Sibi, and Kuram are retained by the British Government under an assignment. For 
the ‘better protection and security of our frontier, and for the proper maintenance of 
communications with our advanced garrisons, which will observe and command the three 
principal passes into India, it was essential that these three districts should remain 
in our hands. But we have entertained no projects for establishing ourselves permanentl y 
in the interior of the country, or for occupying any posts not absolutely required for 
the defensive purposes explained in the 11th paragraph of this despatch. Accordingly 
the towns of Kandahar and Jellalabad are restored by the treaty of Gandamak to the 
Amir of Kabul. he passes of the Kojak Mountains will be carefully kept under our 
own control; and it is probable that the hill skirts of the Pishin country, like the upper 
districts of the Kuram Valley, will provide fresh and valuable sanitaria for our troops. 
But the local experience recently acquired by our expedition into Western Afghanistan has 
fully confirmed our previous impression that the strategic value of Kandahar exists only in 
connection with a system of frontier defence much more extensive than any we now require 
or have ever contemplated. Kandahar is now easily accessible from our advanced position 
in Pishin, and can, at any time, be occupied without difficulty ; but the permanent occupa- 
tion of it (involving the maintenance of long lines of communication) would have con- 
siderably increased our military expenditure without strengthening our military position. 
It is, however, mainly on political grounds that the retention of Kandahar was excluded 
from the conditions of the Treaty of Gandamak. Such a condition would have been 
extremely painful to the Amir, and detrimental to the strength and credit of his govern- 
ment. Without Kandahar it would be difficult for the central authority at Kabul to 
maintain any effective hold upon Herat; and the foreign occupation of so important a 
city, in the interior of his dominions, would have becn inconsistent with those relations 
of friendship and mutual confidence which the treaty was designed to establish between 
the British Government and the Amir of Afghanistan. 

41. Similar objections applied to the retention of Jellalabad. As a military position 
that town offers no advantages not better secured by a garrison on the Lundi Kotal 
ridge. Jt can at any moment be seized by arapid advance from the Khyber, and to hold 
it as a permanent frontier garrison would require the prolongation as far as Gandamak 
ofa troublesome line of military communications. Such an extension of our frontier, 
though necessarily increasing our permanent military expenditure, would also, no doubt, 
increase our permanent political influence over the adjacent tribes and petty chietships to 
the north-east of the frontier thus extended. But the only political advantage thereby 

acquired would be the means of utilising those tribes and chiefships as a barrier, in case 
of need, against the action of any hostile power at Kabul; and for the control or punish- 
ment of such action material guarantees, far more effectual, are provided by the treaty, 
which secures to us the permanent military command of Kabul from the crest of 
the Shutur-Gardan. In short, we have framed this treaty with an eamest desire to 
render all the conditions of it not only consistent with but also conducive to the 
maintenance of that fricndly and mutually advantageous footing on which it re-establishes 
our relations with Afghanistan ; and trom those relations we have laboured to eliminate 
every appreciable cause of irritation and disunion. 

42. The engagements thus concluded at Gandamak with the Amir Yakub Khan 


represent and attest an important change in the whole condition of Central Asian affairs. 
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The magnitude of this change will be best appreciated when our present position and 
influence beyond the frontier are compared with what they were during the greater 
portion of the preceding period between the Umballa Conferences and the recent Afehan 
War. We do not, however, profess to ascribe any talismanic virtue to written en Sine 
ments on the part of Afghan Princes. The late Amir Sher Ali, throughout the whole 
period of his reign, was under a formal treaty obligation to be the friend of the friends 
and the enemy of the enemies, of the British Government; but that engagement in 
no wise prevented his adoption of a course which led him into inevitable rupture and 
open hostility with this Government. We regard the present treaty rather as the 
commencement than as the confirmation of a new and better era in our relations with 
Afghanistan. It provides for and facilitates the attainment of results incalculably 
beneficial to the two countries concerned. The character of those results, however, will, 
to a great extent, be determined by the steadiness with which the British Government 
maintains, and the intelligence with which its local agents carry out, the policy that 
has dictated this treaty—a policy which has for its object to substitute co-operation 
for isolation, and to replace mutual mistrust by mutual confidence. Nor do we disguise 
from ourselves that the practical value of the treaty mainly depends upon the character 
and disposition of the Amir and his successors. Kelations established with Afghanistan 
under the most favourable conditions and with the most promising prospects may, of 
course, be again impaired either by the disloyalty of Afghan Princes or by the alienation 
of their unrequited confidence. In either case complications may arise, against which no 
present precautions on our part can completely guarantee our successors in the govern- 
ment of India. But, though anxious to deal considerately with the Amir’s susceptibilities, 
and to take into the fullest account all the reasonable requirements and legitimate 
interests of his Government, we deem it absolutely requisite that, in countries like 
Afghanistan, the power of the British Government to punish its enemies and protect its 
friends should be so generally recognised as to render unnecessary the frequent assertion 
of it. We have, therefore, been careful to secure, for British interests and influence in 
Afghanistan, a position substantially independent of the personal caprices of any Afghan 
ruler; and for the effectual maintenance of that position the treaty provides strong 
material guarantees, by the territorial conditions which place the British power in 
permanent command of the main avenues from India to Kabul. 

43. Your Lordship will, of course, understand that, in thus speaking of British 
interests and influence in Afghanistan, we mean the interests only of our alliance with 
that state in reference to external affairs, and the influence only which is necessary to 
maintain and direct a common policy on behalf of those interests. We in no wise 
contemplate ‘any system of interference in the internai affairs of Afghanistan; and the 
British Envoy at Kabul will be strictly required to abstain from such interference. ‘The 
small subsidy’ which we grant to the Amir will, we hope, strengthen his hands in 
maintaining his authority. 

44, Notwithstanding tbe conditions it imposes, the Treaty of Gandamak, 80 far as we 
can judge, is regarded with satisfaction by the Amir, to whose possession it restores 
important tracts of territory, which His Highness could not have recovered by the 
sword, and to the peaceful consolidation of whose authority it will, we trust, powerfully 
contribute. We desire to record our high appreciation of the signal ability with which 
Major Cavagnari conducted the negociations to this successful conclusion ; and it is, we 
think, difficult to over-estimate the value of his political services throughout the 
campaign. The political officers, generally, had difficult duties to perform, and they 
discharged them with great tact and efficiency. 

45. We have also much pleasure in mentioning to your Lordship that, not only the 
justice of the war, and the humanity with which it has been waged by the British 
‘Government, but also the fair and generous terms on which we have concluded it, are 
now receiving unreserved recognition in numerous conimunications spontaneously 
addressed to the Viceroy by Her Majesty’s feudatorics and native subjects in all parts 
of India. 

46. By the Khan of Khelat (with whom our relations four years ago had been very 
unsatisfactory) the cause of the British Government throughout this war has been well 
supported beyond the frontiers of India. It cannot be doubted _that the conditions of 
the treaty signed with the Amir of Kabul at Gandamak in 1879 have been greatly 
facilitated by the results of the treaty signed with the Khan of Khelat at Jacobabad in 
1876. Certain it is, that the military difficulties of the war, and the political impediments 
to the peace, now happily concluded, would have been seriously aggravated by hostile 
or untrustworthy conduct on the part of the Sovereign | and sirdars of Khelat.  J’or the 
fidelity with which the Khan has observed his treaty obligations, and for the uninterrupted 
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sympathy and goodwill of the Biluch tribes and sirdars we are largely nee to a 
personal influence of Major Sandeman, and to the ability with which he has disc wie 
his important duties as the Governor-General’s agent in Khelat. We shall take an ear y 
opportunity of submitting to your Lordship the measures whereby we propose to ets 
our appreciation of the friendly and loyal attitude maintained by His Highness Khbodada 
Khan of Khelat throughout the progress and settlement of our disputes with the late 
ae Teale remains to notice those conditions of the treaty which have reference 
to the independent tribes of the Khyber and Michni Passes, We do not, of course, 
anticipate the immediate or habitual good behaviour of all these wild hillmen, whose 
tribal organisation is infinitely various, and whose management will doubtless require 
much skill and patience on the part of the political officers intrusted with that. task, But 
it is a task which presents no difficulties insurmountable by the steady exercise of such 
qualities. At no time since the annexation of the Punjab has the mountain border of 
that province been wholly free from depredation and insult on the part of the surrounding 
tribes, nor can it be reasonably expected that what successive Governments of India have 
failed to accomplish in the course of thirty years will now be accomplished all at once. 
We must be prepared for occasional misconduct (especially during the first two or three 
ycars of the new arrangements), requiring from us recourse to punitive measures. But, 
apart from the indirect advantage of such increased respect as our authority has acquired 
from our military successes during the war, our practical power of controlling the border 
tribes has been greatly strengthened by the treaty. The Amir of Kabul has now 
neither the motive nor the means to incite these tribes to acts of hostility against us. 
The policy applied during the last three years to the pass tribes of Biluchistan has 
already effected the complete pacification of even their most turbulent sections, and 
the Bolan Pass, though unguarded by British troops, has been remarkably safe and 
quiet. These facts justify us in anticipating the most satisfactory results from the 
judicious and patient application of a similar system to the management of the Khyber 
‘and Michni Passes. mid 

48. We cannot close this narrative of the second Afghan war without bringing 
prominently to your Lordship’s notice the high character maintained by Her Majesty's 
troops, both English and Native, and their admirable conduct throughout the campaign. 
‘The enemy’s positions in the Khyber and Kuram Passes were of great natural strength, 
but, though powerfully armed and vigorously defended, they were rapidly captured. 
His forces, dislodged from these positions with the loss of their guns and stores, were 
not merely defeated, but dispersed. In the advance to Kandahar, the superiority of the 
British cavalry was established as soon as tested, at the outset of the campaign. Against 
the valour and steadiness of the British soldier the fiercest assaults of the most warlike 
mountain tribes were as ineffectual as the organised resistance of the Amir’s regular 
troops. Under conditions more trying than those of actual combat, the strictest disci- 
pline has been maintained throughout all ranks of the field forces, and the life and 
property of non-combatants effectually protected. It would be out of place in this report 
to specify particular services or particular regiments ; but the Viceroy clesires to record 
his high appreciation, in which we cordially concur, of the good service performed by the 
Native as well as the European regiments of the army of India in Afghanistan, where 
their discipline and courage were attested, not only by the uniform success of their arms, 
but also by the steadiness of their conduct under those trials and privations which are 
incidental to periods of inaction on the part of an invading army in a wild and inhospitable 
country. 

49. We have also to acknowledge with sincere satisfaction the thoroughly creditable 
efficiency and patriotic spirit with which the contingents of the native ‘states have 
sustained their honorable part in the labours of the late campaign. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 


i IF. P. HAINES. 

2 A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
“i A. CLARKE. . 
‘ J. STRACHEY. 

: LE. B. JOHNSON, 

a W. STOKES. 

. A. R. THOMPSON. 
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No. 27. 
eatae India Office, 
, “No "99 London, 7th August 1879. 


To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-Genena of Inpta 
in Council. 

My Lorp, ; : 

Para. 1. I have to acknowledge the receipt of letter from Your Excellency’s 
Government, No. 136, dated the 2nd June last, transmitting, for the information of 
Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of the treaty of peace and friendship which you 
have concluded with the Ameer Yakoob Khan, and also of your subsequent letter, 
No. 160, dated the 7th July, received on the 2nd instant, explaining the considerations 
by which you were influenced in regulating the course of the recent campaign in 
Afghanistan and in the settlement of terms of peace. _ 

2. My despatch of the 18th of November last reviewed the leading features of the 
policy followed by the British Government towards Afghanistan in such detail as to 
render unnecessary, on the present occasion, any further remarks on the subject. The 
refusal of the late Ameer, Shere Ali Khan, to admit within his territories an envoy 
from Your Excellency, after he had, in the summer of last year, welcomed a Russian 
mission to his capital, compelled Her Majesty’s Government to demand reparation for 
the insult thus offered, and to intimate that his position would be regarded as that of 
a declared enemy unless the reparation required was afforded by a specified date. The 
Ameer had for some time previous adopted a course of conduct which tended to 
endanger both the security of the north-west frontier and the peace of the empire at 
large. This unfriendly attitude was met with forbearance, but the time at length 
arrived when it became necessary to abandon a policy which had apparently encouraged 
His Highness to undervalue the power, as he had already disregarded the wishes, of 
the British Government. ls 

3. Her Majesty’s Government were not without hope that the communication 
addressed to the Ameer would rouse him to a sense of his critical position, and that 
he would reply in such terms as might render hostilities unnecessary. This hope, 
however, was not fulfilled; the date specified passed without any reply from His 
Highness, and no alternative remained but prompt and decided action. ‘The passage 
of the Afghan frontier by British troops was followed by the defeat of the forces which 
guarded it, and the rapid occupation of positions which placed the territories of the 
Ameer at the mercy of the British Government. Simultaneously with the advance 
of the troops, Your Exceliency issued a proclamation, which clearly intimated to the 
Afghan sirdars and people that the invasion of their country was the consequence solely 
of the ill-advised conduct of their ruler; and that the British Government in no way 
desired to injure the people of Afghanistan, or to attach to them any share of respon- 
sibility for Shere Ali’s proceedings. The considerations which led your Excellency in 
Council to anticipate important advantages from thus proclaiming a practical distinction 
between the Afghan people and their ruler, as set forth in the 13th paragraph of your 
letter of the 7th July, were weighty, and are proved by the result to have been based 
on an accurate estimate of public feeling in Afghanistan and of the extent to which 
the late Ameer, by his domestic and foreign policy, had alienated the feelings of his 
subjects. 

4. There were grounds for believing that the rapid march of the British columns and 
the signal failure of the Afghan troops, although occupying formidable and well-selected 
positions, to offer any effective resistance, might satisfy Shere Ali of the rashness of his 
conduct and induce overtures from him of an acceptable character. The event, 
however, was different; within three weeks after the advance of Her Majesty’s forces, 
the Ameer, having first released from prison his sen Yakoob Khan, whom he at once 
appointed Governor of Cabul, quitted that city for Turkistan, accompanied by those 
members of the Russian mission who had remained at the capital after the departure 
of General Stoletoff. 

5. The ultimate intentions of Shere Ali at this time are necessarily involved in some 
obscurity. Whatever they may have been, they were frustrated by his death on the 
2ist of February. Capricious at all times, and, in his later years, unfriendly as he had 
proved himself to be, Her Majesty’s Government could not but receive with regret the 


intelligence of the decease of a prince with whom the Government of India had at one 
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period been on terms of cordiality, and who, moreover, had shown himself possessed of 
many of the qualities required in a ruler of Afghanistan. The event, followed as it i 
by the undisputed accession to power of the present Ameer, enabled your Excellenc 5 
Government to suspend further military operations, and unquestionably rendered a 
difficult the re-establishment of relations between the British and Afehan G sveriients 
on a satisfactory footing. Yakoob Khan had necessarily been free from responsibility 
for his father’s policy; pacific overtures could, therefore, be made by him without 
humiliation, and he wisely took immediate steps to secure that alliance which his father 
had forfeited. His early communications addressed to your political officer at Gundanae 
indicated a desire for peace, and his eventual decision to leave his capital and proceed 
in person to the British camp afforded proof of his confidence in the moderation and 
justice of the British Government, and of his readiness to accept in principle the terms 


you were prepared to offer him, with the general nature of which he had been previously 
made acquainted. 


6. This confidence was not misplaced, and to it, and to the correct appreciation shown 
by the Ameer of the true relative positions of the two Governments, must, in a great 
measure, be attributed the success of the negotiations which followed his arrival at 
Gundamak. TI have already conveyed to you by telegraph the approval, by Her 
Majesty’s Government, of the conditions of the treaty by which those negotiations were 
closed, and it is, therefore, only requisite for me now to make a few general remarks on 
some of its more important articles. 


7. The second article, which guarantees an amnesty on the part of the Ameer in 
favour of those of his subjects who may have aided the British forces during recent 
operations, was essential to guard against the occurrence of reprisals such as followed the 
close of the last Afghan war. Her Majesty’s Government learn with particular satisfac- 
tion that the Ameer has indicated in a practical way his desire to give effect to its 
stipulations, and they are confident that His Highness will take care that this desire is 
not contravened by any act or negligence on the part of subordinate officials. Her 
Majesty’s Government attach special importance to this matter, which materially affects 
the honour of the British name. 


8. The third article of the Treaty, which defines the future political relations of the 
two Governments, appears to Her Majesty’s advisers to secure to each of the parties 
to it everything that is essential to their respective interests. On the one hand the 
Ameer undertakes to conduct his relations with foreign states in accordance with the 
advice and wishes of the British Government ; on the other hand, he receives a guarantee 
against any consequences which may ensue to him from the due observance of this 
undertaking, and against unprovoked foreign aggression. At the same time, the con- 
cluding passage of the article indicates the strict adherence of the British Government 
to its oft declared policy of non-interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan, which 
is again plainly affirmed in the fifth article. It being obvious that, so long as His 
Highness conforms strictly to his treaty obligations, foreign aggression must necessarily be 
unprovoked by any spontaneous act on his part, Her Majesty's Government see every 
reason to believe that the unambiguous stipulations which have now been recorded in a 
solemn instrument will be conducive to the material prosperity of Afghanistan, to the 
tranquillity of India, and to the peace of Central Asia. 


9. The conditions embodied in the fourth article in regard to the establishment of 
British agencies in Afghanistan are likely to secure the objects which Her Majesty's 
Government have in view. It is satisfactory that one of the first acts of the Ameer 
after opening negociations should have heen to express his desire to receive a permanent 
British resident at his capital. Although Her Majesty’s Government always abstained 
from pressing this measure on the late .Amecr in deference to his objections, they have 
never ceased to consider it in itself expedient; they believe that even the occasional 
presence at Cabul of an officer of sound judgment might have obviated many of the 
misunderstandings of recent years; they are satistied that the objections expressed by 
Shere Ali will be shown to have been without substantial foundation ; and they antici- 
pate with confidence that the effect of the presence of a British officer at Cabul will be 
to consolidate that unity of policy between the Governments of India and Afghanistan 
which it is the first object of the treaty to establish. Her Majesty’s Government are 
glad to observe that you have accorded to the Ameer the privilege of deputing bis own 
agents similarly to India. They believe that many advantages will accrue to both 
Governments by the presence of an Afghan envoy of good sense and ability at Your 
Excellency’s Court. 


‘i 3 proper reserved to the British Government to send 

10. The nee ae Bn Wee when such a measure may be considered 
eae tent resident at Cabul, the permanent location of English 
necessary. With a eee d oth a on the frontier will, no doubt, be less 
Sea nia : ae et ‘ike Te Majesty’s Government have considered it to 
ae oe chee that the British Government cannot ensure the integrity of 
the Ameer’s dominions against foreign aggression unless they ae ey eee 
facility for acquiring ue ay me is ee oe the border throug 

; deputed from time to time to the fr r, . 
Ot te oe ieal arrangements specified in Article IX. secure to the British 
Gpvaininent that control over the western passes, and the tribes ee eu wah 
the course of events has rendered essential. The strategic detects of the Indian a . 
in the direction of Afghanistan, as that frontier has existed since the eee oO a 
Punjab, are very clearly stated in your letter of the 7th J uly. a a therein o aah 
it was not compatible with the policy and principles of the Britist eee Oo me 
recourse to the sword for the purpose of strengthening its position ; ut t ieee u 
conclusion of a war, which every effort was made to avert, has been legitimate y used to 
remedy defects, of which the gravity could no longer be overlooked. Hei Majesty’s 
Government are gratified that it has been found possible to secure an. object so important 
without actual annexation of Afghan territory, and, in particular, without a permanent 
occupation of the cities of Candahar and Jellalabad. They agree in the opinion of ven 
Excellency in Council that the loss of those places, and especially of Candahar, woul 
have been extremely detrimental to the strength and credit of the Afghan Government, 
while they see no reason to question the judgment of your competent professional 
advisers that it was not necessary, on strategic grounds, to incur so grave a political 
i tage. : , 

oa Hee Miiesig%s Government do not underrate the difficulties which may for some 
time be experienced in dealing with the tribes now first brought under the control of the 
Indian Government; but they are persuaded that the same energy and judgment which 
has been attended with such admirable results on the existing Punjab and Sindh frontiers 
will be equally successful in the new and more extended sphere in which those qualitics 
will now be exercised. ae . 

13. The engagement in regard to the construction of a line of telegraph to Cabul 
through the Kurram valley, and the improvement of the present imperfect facilities for 
commercial intercourse between India and Afghanistan, which are embodied in Articles 6, 
7, and 8 of the treaty, are cordially approved by Her Majesty’s Government. Although 
the promises made by Shere Ali to the late Lord Mayo on this subject were never ful- 
filled, he lived to see the benefit which accrued to his country by the measures agreed 
upon by your Excellency’s Government and the Khan and sirdars of Khelat, affecting 
the lower trade routes between Afghanistan and Beluchistan. The Ameer Yakoob Khan 
has only to observe the improvement in those regions, in the way both of extended trade 
and of' increased civilisation, to appreciate the solid advantages which commercial facilities 
and improved communications bring in their train. 

14. The subsidy accorded to the Ameer, under Article X. of the Treaty, appears te 
Her Majesty's Government to be moderate in amount, and necessary to the support of 
His Highness’s legitimate authority. Experience has shown that it is difficult for the 
ruler of so poor a country as Afghanistan to dispense with material aid of this kind; but 
its continuance has properly been made dependent on the efficient fulfilment by the 
Ameer of the engagements which he has now contracted. 

15. Ter Majesty’s Government have observed with great pleasure the loyalty mani- 
tested by the Native Chiefs and Princes of India, both individually and collectively, in 
the recent crisis. Their anxiety to take an active part in the war, and the unreserved 
manner in which they placed their resources at the disposal of your Excellency’s 
Government, are gratifying evidences of unity of interests and mutual good feeling . 
and confidence between the British Government and the great feudatories of the Empire. 
Bqually satisfactory has been the conduct of the Khan of Khelat, whose friendly and 
loyal attitude, no doubt, greatly facilitated the military operations in Southern Afghani- 
stan, {ler Majesty’s Government will be prepared to give the most favourable 
consideration to any measures which your Excellency in Council may propose for 
the purpose of marking their recognition of His Highness’s services. 

16. As [ propose to address you separately in the Military Department on the purely 
inilitary aspect of the operations now happily terminated, I confine myself at present to 
recording Her Majesty's complete satisfaction with the conduct of officers and men, 
European and Native, under circumstances trying to their endurance and discipline. 


6 


17. The various political officers attached to the colurans and detachments in the 
ficld have had delicate and onerous duties to perform, and have discharged them in such 
a manner as to add materially to their reputations. The services of Major Cavagnari 
and Major Sandeman in particular have been of special importance to your Government, 
‘The value of Major Sandeman’s personal influence over the Khan of Khelat and the 
Biluch sirdars can scarcely be over-rated; while Major Cavagnari’s conduct of the 
various dutics which fell to him during the campaign, and of the negotiations which 
have led to the restoration of peace with Afghanistan, was marked by tact and ability of 
a high order. 

18. I have only, in conclusion, to express the deep interest with which Her Majesty's 

tovernment have perused the clear and able exposition of the policy of the Government 
of India in connection with recent Afghan affairs, which is contained in your letter, 
No. 160, of the 7th July, and their cordial approval of the proceedings of your 
Excellency in Council throughout the critical period which is now closed. In carrying 
out, from time to time, their wishes and instructions, your Excellency and your col- 
leagues have displayed uniform discretion and judgment, and an accurate appreciation 
of the objects essential to be attained. Her Majesty’s Government confidently believe 
that the policy embodied in the Treaty of Gundamuk, to which your Excellency 
personally has so eminently contributed, will, if pursued consistently, secure both British 
and Afghan interests, and promote the stability and peace of the Empire. 

have, &c. 


I have, 
(Signed) CRANBROOK. 
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No. 1. 
Telegram, dated 2nd July 1879. 
From Viceroy, Simla, to Secretary or Starr, London. 


Amir well received at Kabul on his return. People reported generally satisfied with 
treaty. Sclected officer will be deputed by Amir to Kandahar to arrange details ot 
gradual evacuation of territory. All quiet at Kandahar and in assigned districts. 





No. 2. 


No. 163 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To The Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 14th July 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, a copy of telegrams containing news of current events at Kabul, Kandahar, and 
Herat. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Knclosure 1 in No. 2. 
Telegram, dated 6th June 1879. 
From Masor Cavacnant, Safed Sang, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


Sirpar Tan Kuan, son of (Sirdar) Sharif Khan, has been appointed to the Governor- 
ship of Kelat-i-Ghilzai. He left Gandamak to day to take up his post. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 


Telegram, dated 26th June 1879. 
Vrom Generar Ronerts, Peiwar, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


Fottowing news received from Kabul :—All quiet in city, troops getting their annual 
leave. Certain Chiefs and Sirdars were much ashamed at being shown by Amir letters 
they had written to the British during the late war. Asinatula Khan, Ghilzai, who was 
accompanying Amir to Kabul, had fled on road and gone towards Kashmir. Troops had 
turned out to mcet Amir. Mahomed Afzul’s house is being prepared for British Envoy. 
Shahbaz Khan had been ordered to proceed with two regiments to Kushi to meet Major 
Cavagnari. Wali Mahomed Khan had asked permission from Amir to visit Kurram and 
look after his property, but was refused. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


No, 1. 
Telegram, dated 2nd July 1879. 
From Viceroy, Simla, to Secretary or Stare, London. 


Amir well received at Kabul on his return. People reported generally satisfied with 
treaty. Selected officer will be deputed by Amir to Kandahar to arrange details of 
gradual evacuation of territory. All quiet at Kandahar and in assigned districts. 





No. 2. 
No. 163 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 
To The Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 14th July 1879. 
WE have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, a copy of telegrams containing news of current events at Kabul, Kandahar, and 


Herat. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 2. 
Telegram, dated 6th June 1879. 
From Major Cavacnant, Safed Sang, to Forrien Srcretary, Simla. 


Sivvar Tanm Kuan, son of (Sirdar) Sharif Khan, has been appointed to the Governor- 
ship of Kelat-i-Ghilzai. He left Gandamak to day to take up his post. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 


Telegram, dated 26th Junc 1879. 
From Generar Roserrs, Peiwar, to Foreran Secretary, Simla, 


Fottowinc news received from Kabul :—All quiet in city, troops getting their annual 
leave. Certain Chiefs and Sirdars were much ashamed at being shown by Amir letters 
they had written to the British during the late war. Asmatula Khan, Ghilzai, who was 
accompanying Amir to Kabul, had fled on road and gone towards Kashmir. Troops had 
turned out to mcet Amir. Mahomed Afzul’s house is being prepared for British Envoy. 
Shahbaz Khan had been ordered to proceed with two regiments to Kushi to meet Major 
Cavagnari. Wali Mahomed Khan had asked permission from Amir to visit Kurram and 
look after his property, but was refused. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 2. 


Telegram, dated 30th June 1879. 
From GenerAL Rosents, Peiwar, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


News from Kabul as follows :—People generally pleased with peace. Sitdars and 
others who assisted or communicated with us during hostilities are frightened at treat. 
ment they may receive from Amir. Pakuk (Yakub) Khan visited Abdulla Jan’s mother 
and reassured her. Rumoured that Ibrahim Khan and Ahmed Ali Jan will be sent to 
British territory. They reached Kabul on 25th June, and are in their own houses under 
surveillance. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 2. 


Telegram, dated 4th July 1879. 
From Mayor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreien Secretary, Simla. 


Manomep Tanir Kuan arrived at Kelat-i-Ghilzai a week ago. Has sent no intima- 
tion of his arrival to General Stewart. Muhammad Aslam Khan, Tokhi, to whom the 
fort was made over by us, and to whom the Amir had written to come to Kabul, fled the 
day before Mahomed Tahir’s arrival, certain assurances he required being withheld. 
He was unsuccessfully pursued by Mahomed Tahir’s men, and two of his people made 
prisoners. These proceedings, though possibly justifiable, have for the present neutralised 
any effect produced here by Amir’s Amnesty Proclamation. 


Enclesure 5 in No. 2. 
Telegram No. 1779 E.P., dated 5th July 1879. 
From Foreten Secretary, Simla, to Masor St. Joun, Kandahar. 


Your telegram 4th July. We have ordered case of Aslam Khan, Tokhi, to be 
placed at once for orders before Amir at Kabul, and requested that Aslam Khan may 
be assured he has; nothing to fear, and that he may go safely to Kabul where British 
Envoy will see to his treatment. Let these orders be known, and explain that no one 
under the amnesty need abscond. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 2. 


Telegram, dated 5th July 1879. 
From Masor Cavacnant, Simla, to GeneraL Ronerrs, Peiwar. 


Kwoty send the following letter to Bakhtiar Khan. Letter begins— 

You are informed that Muhammad Aslam Khan, Tokhi Ghilzai, had friendly inter- 
course with the British authorities during the late war and was left as Governor of 
Kelat-i-Ghilzai, when the British forces left that place. It has now heen reported from 
Kandahar that Mahomed Tahir Khan has been appointed Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai, 
and that Aslain Khan has fled for fear of molestation on account of his intercourse with 
the British authorities. You are to take an early opportunity of bringing the matter to 
the Amir’s notice and to inform His Highness that the British Government expects that 
he will take measures for reassuring Muhammad Aslam Khan that he has nothing to fear 
from the Kabul Government on account of his intercourse with the British forces. It 
will be better that Muhammad Aslam should be summoned to Kabul, and you are 
authorised to write a letter to Aslam Khan assuring him that he has nothing to fear. 
This letter should be written after consultation with the Amir. I expect to reach Kurram 
about the 14th July. Letter ends. 
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Enclosure 7 in No. 2. 


Telegram, dated 8th July 1879. (Extract.) 
From Masor Sr. Jonny, Kandahar, to Forttcn Secretary, Simla. 


Summary of news for week ending 7th. Everything has been quiet during past week. 
No news from Herat. Mahomed Tahir, new Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai, arrived 
there, ten days ago. Muhammad Aslam, Chief of Ghilzai, retired to the mountains. 
Before his arrival news of the appointment of Sirdar Sher Ali Khan to be future Governor 
of Kandahar has been received with satisfaction; he was Governor for five years and 
was generally popular. Mir Afzal is still at F'urrah, and is collecting revenue in district. 
Trade with India continues brisk. Heat slightly increasing. Health of troops good. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 2. 


Telegram, dated 11th July 1879. 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foriegn Secretary, Simla. 


A caravan arrived to-day from Herat with news to 21st June. All quiet there. 
News of peace had arrived and caused general rejoicing. Six infantry and one cavalry 
regiment said to be leaving Herat for Kabul. 


No. 3. 
No. 167 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. ’ 
My Lorn, Simla, 21st July 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, a copy of further telegrams, containing news from Kabul, Kandahar, and Herat. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON, — 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON, 


Enclosure I in No. 3. 


Telegram, dated 16th July 1879. 
From Masor Cavaanari, Peiwar Kotal, to Forrrin Secretary, Simla. 
Lerrer from Bakhtiar Khan, dated 14th instant, reports death from cholera of brother 
of the Mustaufi, and also of Ataulla Khan, Shahghassi. Heir-apparent has left for 


Lughman on account of cholera in Kabul. Arrangements are being made with the 
Shinwaris for protection of the road from Dakka to Haftchah. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 3. 


Telegram, dated 17th July 1879. 
From Mayor Cavacnant, Ali Khel, to Fornien Secretary, Simla. 
: Arnivep this morning. Leave to-morrow for Karatiga where Afghan escort under 
hahghassi Khushdil Khan meets us. On 19th proceed to Kasimkhel and expect to 
reach Kabul on 23rd. General Roberts has arranged for 2 small force of all arms to 
€scort and show honour to Embassy to Karatiga. General also accompanies it. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 3. 


Telegram, dated 15th July 1879. (Extract.) 
From Masor Sr. Jonny, Kandahar, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


Summary for week ending 14th. City and country have been generally quiet during 
past week. Revenue in grain and cash continues to come in. A party of 80 travellers 
arrived on the 11th from Herat; they report everything quiet there and on the road. 


Six regiments of the garrison had been ordered to Kabul. News of peace excited 
general rejoicing. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 3. 


Telegram, dated 16th July 1879. 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


Smpar Suer Att Kuan has sent a servant on to prepare his house, and is expected to 
arrive in four or five days. He has no troops with him, but a regiment is accompanying 
his family some days behind him. 


No. 4. 


No. 169 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 
To the Right Honourable Viscount Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 


India. 
My Lorp, Simla, the 28th July 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, a copy of further telegrams containing news from Kabul, Kandahar, and Herat. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 

F. P. HAINES. 

A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 

A. CLARKE. 

JOHN STRAC HEY. 

Kk. B. JOHNSON. 

W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 4. 


Telegram, dated 19th July 1879. 
From Masor Cavacnat, Kahamkhel, to Foretcn Secretary, Simla. 


Nornine could exceed the admirable arrangements made by the Afghan officials for 
the reception of the Embassy. Amir has insisted upon the Embassy and escort and 
camp-followers being his guests during the march to Kabul. At each stage tents have 


been pitched for our reception. General Roberts will telegraph further news. Good- 
bye. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 4, 
Telegram, dated 19th July 1879. 
From Genrnat Ronerrs, Ali Khel, to Viceroy, Simla. 


Kanatica, Saturday, 19th July. Kabul Embassy arrived here yesterday, escorted 
from Ali Khel by two companics of 67th oot, two companies 72nd and 92nd Highlanders, 
5th Goorkhas, four guns number 2 mountain battery, and one squadron 12th Bengal 
Cavalry. Khushdil Khan and Badshah Khan are encamped at Kasim Khel, two miles 
from this, and about halfway to crest of Shuturgurdan; they will meet Major Cavagnarl 


5 


this morning, and escort him to the camp pitched for him at Kasim Khel. ‘To-morrow 
he will proceed to Kushi, reaching Kabul on 23rd instant. Country is perfectly quiet. 
Representatives of all neighouring tribes are in our camp. I accompany Major 
Cavagnari to the Shuturgurdan and then return to Ali Khel. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 4. 
Telegram, dated 20th July 1879. 
From Generat Rosents, Ali Khel to Viceroy, Simla. 


Cavaenant crossed the frontier yesterday morning. 

Kushdil Khan came to our camp to receive him. 

Everything was done by Afghan officials to show honour to British Embassy, and 
reception of myself and officers was most cordial. We rode to crest of Shuturgurdan 
escorted by Afghan troops, and, after taking luncheon with Khushdil Khan, said good- 
bye to Cavagnari and party. Mahomed Umar Khan, late Governor of Herat, has died 
of cholera at Kabul ; Sirdar Gaza Khan has been appointed Governor of Kabul. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 4. 
Telegram, dated 20th July 1879. 
From Generat Roserts, Ali Khel, to Viceroy, Simla. 


Khushdil Khan came to our camp at Kaham Khel yesterday to meet Major Cavagnari, 
escorted by a regiment of cavalry and some irregular infantry. As Major Cavagnari 
left the British camp a salute of 15 guns was fired by our mountain battery. The 
Embassy then proceeded to Kasim Khel, where tents were comfortably arranged for their 
reception. After partaking of tea and refreshment we rode to crest of Shuturgurdan 
escorted by the Amir’s troops. On our return we found lunch prepared for 50 officers. 
Shortly afterwards we took leave of Major Cavagnari, and his party, also of Khushdil 
Khan, who, however, insisted on accompanying us some distance. Everything was done 
by the Afghan officials to honour the British Embassy, and the reception of myself 
and officers was most cordial. Amir has insisted upon the Embassy, their escort and 
followers, being his guests during march to Kabul. At each stage, tents have been 
pitched for their use as Major Cavagnari has passed through, and Kurram is all quiet. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 4. 
Telegram, dated 21st July 1879. 
From Mayor Cavaanart, Kushi, through Ali Khel, to Forrr¢n Secretary, Simla. 


Arrived here this morning. Descent of Shuturgurdan and ascent of Sheenaki Pass 
near Dobandi very tedious for camels ; rear of baggage did not reach camp till 4 p.M., 
though we marched at 5 a.m. We are receiving most hospitable treatment. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 4. 


Telegram, dated 21st July 1879. 
From Genrerat Roserrs, Kurram, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Tue satisfactory and cordial reception of Embassy by the Amir’s officials on the 
Shuturgurdan has had a most beneficial effect all over Kurram. Some people doubted 
peace had been made, others thought it was only temporarily, and many believed that 
the mecting of our envey with the Kabul authorities would be the signal for an out- 
break. Some few of the local men I took with me up the Hazardarakht were so 
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convinced there would be a disturbance that they hesitated to go as far as Kharatiga 
when the time for the meeting arrived. All are satisfied now, and the large majority 
are I believe really glad that peace has been concluded. 

Arrangements have been made for safety and despatch of letters and telegrams 
between Ali Khel and Kabul. Post now takes about 86 hours. 


: Zaman Khan, the newly-appointed Governor of Khost, passed through Kurram a few 
ays ago. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 4. 


Telegram, dated 22nd July 1879. 


From Magsor Cavacnani, Zarghun Shahr, through Ali Khel, to Foreign Secretary, 
Simla. ; 


Zarghun Shahr, 21st July. Arrived this morning; easy march of seven miles over 
flat stony plateau. Regret to report death from cholera of Bakhtiar Khan. He will 
be a great loss tome. At present the only man I can suggest to replace himis Extra 
Assistant Commissioner Ghulam Ahmed, now at Peshawur. If appointed, he should 
be prepared to leave Lundikotal as soon as information is received that his escort through 
Jellalabad district has been arranged. But for his age, Nawab Ghulam Hussan Khan 
would be the best man. If he could join direct and rapidly, I would prefer him. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 4. 


Telegram, dated 24th July 1879. ' 
From Sir L. Cavaenart, Char Asiah, through Ali Khel, to Forrten Secretary, Simla. 


Cuar Astau, 23rd. Arrived this morning about four miles from Zahidabad. The 
valley closes in, and the road passes over low hills, but there is nothing to impede the 
march of troops. Shahghassi Mahomed Yusaf arrived in camp to communicate the 
Amir’s arrangements for reception of Embassy. Certain of the principal Sirdars will 


come out to meet us with artillery, cavalry, and infantry. We hope to enter Kabul 
about 9 a.m. to-morrow. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 4. 


Telegram, dated 22nd July 1879. (Extract.) 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foretcn Secretary, Simla. 


Summary for last week. Complete tranquillity in district and city. The new 
Governor, Sirdar Sher Ali Khan, arrives to-morrow, when that part of the province not 
under our direct administration will be made over to him. ‘Travellers continue to arrive 


from Herat where everything (is) quiet. Six regiments of (Infantry left some time 
since for Kabul. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 4. 
Telegram, dated 23rd July 1879. 
From Magsor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Formicn Secretary, Simla. 
Sinpar Suen Aut Kuan arrived this morning. He was met by General Stewart's 
Aide-de-Camp and an escort of cavalry under a European officer, and received at 
his house by a guard of honour of the L5th Sikhs under a uropean officer. A salute 


of 17 guns was fired from the cantonment. He will be visited by the Nawab and myself 
this afternoon, and will cail on the General to-morrow morning. 
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No. 5. 
No. 173 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorn, Simla, 4th August 1879. 
WE uave the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, a copy of telegrams received from our officers in Afghanistan during the past week. 
2. These telegrams describe the arrival and reception of Sir L. Cavagnaii at Kabul. 
They also report the arrival at Kandahar of Sirdar Sher Ali Khan, the Afghan Governor 
of that province, and the arrangements under preliminary discussion, in view to the 
transfer of the administration to the Amir’s authorities. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F, P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
FE. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R, THOMPSON. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 5, 
Telegram, dated 24th July 1879. 
From Mayor St. Jonn, Kandahar, to Forrien Secretary, Simla. 


Mauomep Tauir Kuan, Governor of Kelat, has arrested Mullah Hasibullah, agent of 
Muhammad Aslam Khan, although furnished with a safe conduct by me to go to 


Kabul, 





Enclosure 2 in No. 5. 
Telegram, dated 25th July 1879. 
From Foreren Secretary, Simla, to Str Louis Cavacnari, Kabul vid Ali Khel. 
Following from St. John, Kandahar. 
Manomep Tanir Kuan, Governor of Kelat, has arrested Mullah Hasibullah, agent of 
Muhammad Aslam Khan, although furnished with a safe conduct by me to go to 


Kabul. 
Please inquire and obtain from Kabul Government early issue of necessary orders to 


respect our safe conduct. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 5. 
Telegram, dated 26th July 1879. 
From Sir Louis Cavacnaus, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Fonrrian Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 24th July. Embassy entered city this morning, and received a most brilliant 
reception. Four miles from city Sirdars Abdullah Khan, Herati, and Mullah Shah 
Mahomed, with some cavalry and two elephants, met us. We proceeded on the 
elephants with a large escort of cavalry. Outside the city two batteries of artillery, 
some cavalry, and nine regiments of infantry, were drawn up in column and saluted, 
their bands playing British National anthem. As we entered city the heavy battery 
fired a salute of 17 guns. Large crowd assembled, and was most orderly and respectful. 
Mustaufi and Daud Shah met us at our place of residence. 

In Bala Hissar at 6 p.m. I paid formal visit to Amir, and delivered Viccroy’s letter. 
Amir inquired after Viceroy’s health, and also after that of the Queen and Royal 
eanily, and expressed regret on death of Prince Imperial. Amir’s demeanour was most 
nendly. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 5. 
Telegram, No. 1966EP., dated 27th July 1879. 
From Foreign Secretary, Simla, to Sir Lours Cavacnari, Kabul, vid Ali Khel. 


Your telegram, 24th, received. Viceroy has received with great pleasure intelligence 
of the brilliant reception given at Kabul to your Embassy; it is regarded as most 
favourable inauguration of’ friendly intercourse and understanding between the two 
Governments. Your telegram was repeated to England. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 5. 


Telegram, dated 28th July 1879. 


From Foreren Secretary, Simla, to Si Louis Cavacnart, Envoy, Kabul, post 
Ali Khel. 


Following message from St. John, 27th :— 
Syed Mir Hashem sent by me to Herat, where he arrived after declaration of peace, 
has been imprisoned by Ayub, although he has had passport from me. 


. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 5. 
Telegram, dated 28th July 1879. 
From Sm Louts Cavacnani, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 26th July. Visited Amir this morning, and delivered presents. All continues 
satisfactory. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 5. 
Telegram, dated 29th July 1879. 


From Str Louts Cavacnant, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Forzicn Secretary, Simla. 
Kabul, 27th July. All well. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 5. 


Telegram, dated 30th July 1879. 
From Str Lours Cavacnat, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Forrran Secretary, Simla. 
Kabul, July 28th. Samarkandi left yesterday. This morning, accompanied by my 
staff, I rode to Baber’s tomb, and round the environs of Kabul. Returned through one 


of the city bazars. People very orderly, many saluted, Mullah Shah Mahomed and 
some Afghan cavalry accompanied me. Visited Amir this evening. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 5. 
Telegram, dated 31st July 1879. 
From Sm Louis Cavacnant, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Forrien Secretary, Simla. 
Kabul, 29th. All continues well. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 5. 


Telegram, dated Ist August 1879. 
From Sir Lovis Cavacnant, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Forvicn Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 30th July. Visited Siah Sang this morning. Received your message of 28th. 
Will inquire from Amir about Syed Mir Hashem. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 5. 
Telegram, dated 29th July 1879. (Extract.) 
From Mausor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foretun Secretary, Simla. 


The principal event of the week has been the entry of the new Governor, Sirdar Sher 
Ali Khan, which took place on the morning of the 23rd. His Excellency was met by an 
Aide-de-Camp of the General with an escort of cavalry, and conducted to his house in 
the city. Great crowds assembled to see him arrive, but no particular enthusiasm was 
shown. The next day His Excellency called on General Stewart, who returned the visit 
on the 26th; arrangements are being made for the transfer to him of authority in the city 
and province. The country and city are tranquil. No news of importance from 
Western Afghanistan. 





No. 6. 
No. 177 of 1879. (Extract.) 
Government of India. —Forcign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Crannroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India. 


My Lorn, Simla, 11th August. 1879. 

Wr have the honour to inclose translations of three letters received by his 
Wighness the Amir of Afghanistan from General Von Kauffmann, Governor-General 
of Russian ‘Turkestan. These letters have been transmitted in original by His Highness 
the Amir, through Sir Louis Cavagnari, to the Government of India. 


2. Of the two earlier letters, dated 25th February 1879,* and 27th March 1879,} one 

is addressed to the Amir Mahomed Yakub Khan himself, 

* (New Style, 9th March 1879.) the other to his son. The third letter, dated 25th April 

ae ave oT ae 1879,t was brought to Kabul by a special messenger, 

& Inelosuee Nose. aie whose coming was announced beforehand by a Jetter§ 

from the Russian Governor at Katti Kurgan to the Amir’s 

deputy in Afghan Turkestan. This messenger was allowed to deliver his letter at 

Kabul; but His Highness the Amir has given orders that in future no agents of the 
Russian Government. shall pass the Oxus without his express permission. 


3. It has been explained to us that the two letters first received from General Von 
Kauffmann are in reply to friendly letters of ceremony which Gholam Hyder Khan, the 
Amir’s deputy in North Afghanistan, sent to ‘Tashkend under instructions from Yakub 
Khan, ‘The Amir’s hold upon his northern provinces was at the time precarious ;- and, 
as he apprehended some adverse movement from beyond the Oxus on the part of Sirdar 
Abdul Rahman Khan, he was anxious to appear to be on good terms with the Russians. 
We attach little importance to the formal interchange of letters written and received 
under these circumstances. 


4. But the third letter forwarded through Katti Kurgan has apparently been 
ponents y addressed to the Amir by the Governor-General at Tashkend; it reached 
the Amir at a date subsequent to the ratification of our Treaty with Afghanistan, and 

P 237. R 
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His Highness deferred answering it until after the arrival of our Envoy at Kabul. We 
have now received from Sir Louis Cavagnari a copy of the 
reply which has been despatched to General Von Kauffmann by 


His Highness; and we submit it,* translated into English, for Your Lordship’s 
information. 


* Inclosure No. 6. 


We have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
F, P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 6. 


Translation from the Russian. 
To his Highness Amir Sants Manomep Yaxus Kuan, 


Wisuinc you complete happiness, the following are my words :— 

With deep sorrow I heard the sad news of the demise of my friend, your all-beloved 
just lather, the Amir Sahib, and I sincerely lament the heavy loss sustained by you and 
by the country of Afghanistan. 

Your Highness, being the lawful heir—and having been called upon to become the 
ruler of the country by your late father himself, at a time of dire visitation sent by God 
—have now ascended the throne. 

I offer you my felicitations and my most sincere wishes of every good. 

As a friend of your late amiable father, I hope that you will foster the same good 
disposition and the same confidence towards me, as did your father, the late Amir Sahib. 

I wish Your Highness wisely and justly to rule the people, who will not abandon you 
in these hard times, and who will be always ready to stand up for, and defend, your 
throne. 

The envoys of your late father, the Amir Sahib :—Sirdar Sher Ali Khan, Wazir Shah 
Mahomed Khan, Kazi Abdul Kader, and the Kemnal-Dabir Mahomed Hassan, are 
returning to be at your service. I am convinced that these men who faithfully served 
your father, will as faithfully serve your Highness. 

May God grant you wisdom, health, and the love of your people ! 

The Governor-General of Turkestan, 
(Signed) ApsuTANT-GENERAL, 


. Von Kaurrmann, Ist. 
City of Tashkend. 


. 7 *(New style: 
The “25th” February* 1879=(The 16th Rabil-ul-awul 1296H.) oth Mareh). 
ss e 
N.B.—The Russian note at foot of the vernacular page testifics the correctness of the 


translation. It is signed by “ Collegien Rath Nerasimof ” or ‘ Norasimof,” and is dated 
Tashkend, the 25th Februaryy*9. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 6. 


Translation from the Russian. 


To the highly respected (:) The Crown Prince of the Afghan Throne, Srrpar 
Mauomeo Musa Kuan; to Usdm Arpar Kian; to Amfr Manomep; to Nur 
Mauomep; and to KHasisuia. 


I wisx you all constantly to enjoy the favours and the good-will of the new ruler, the 
Amir Sahib! 
After which the following are my words :— 


I cannot but tell you candidly that the news of the demise of my friend the Amir 
Sahib, Shir Ali Khan, has profoundly grieved me. From your letter of the 26th Rabiy! 


tl 


Avvela, I learnt that you, Sirdar Mahomed Misa Khan, as being the lawful heir, have 
been chosen by the Vaaliat—which proves the good disposition and attachment of the 
Afghan people towards your family and your race. To me, an old friend of your late 
grandfather, this news has given unspeakable joy. 

I wish you all good fortune in all your good undertakings, and likewise that you 
may prove powerful supporters of the fortunate Amir Sahib Mahomed Yakub Khan. 
God grant it! 

The Governor-General of Turkestan, 
(Signed) Apsutant-GENERAL 
Von Kaurrmann, Ist. 
* (New style: 


City of Tashkend. The “27th” March* 1879, — sth April. 


N.B.—The Russian note at foot of the vernacular page testifies the correctness of the 
translation, and is signed by “ Collegien Rath Nerasimof” or “ Norasimof.” It is dated 
Tashkend, the 27th March 1879. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 6. 


Translation of a Letter from Hakim Wasninavitcn, (?) Russian Governor of Katti 

Kurgan, to the Address of Grnerat Guutam Hyper Kuan, Loe-nib, (Governor- 
General) of Chahar Velayet (four provinces or districts,) dated 
29th* Aprii 1879=(-—1296, Hijri). 


(After Compliments.) 


* New Style, 11th May 1879. 


So long as the system of the universe continues in its working order through the 
instrumentality of Providence, so long may the Most Merciful and Gracious God 
continue you—who hold a high dignity and rank, and who do not stand in need of any 
praise or eulogy—on the path of prosperity, and maintain you on the “masnad” of 
authority, and make your days roll on agreeably to your wishes for the sake of the Chief’ 
of the Prophets and his holy posterity. 

I beg to inform you that my servant, Nasir Khan, is, at this happy moment, leaving 
with a letter from the Governor of the province of Turkestan for his Highness the Amir 
Mahomed Yakub Khan, whose assistance is highly valued. It is hoped that you, out of 
regard for friendship, will send the man on with your own servant and cause him to be 
presented to the Amir with the letter, and that you will kindly inform me of the delivery 
of the letter and the presentation of the man to the Amir, as well as of the state of His 
Highness’ health. This will not, of course, be more than a friend will do for a friend. 
May God make you happy and prosperous both in this world and the next for the sake 
of His Prophet and his postcrity. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 6. 


Extract from Translation of a Report from Munsnar Bakuitar Kran to the Address of 
Masor Cavaanant, C.S.I., dated 9th June 1879. 


A terter was received by the Amir yesterday from General Ghulam Hyder Khan to 
the effect that he had stopped Mahomed Nasir Khan, a Russian Government Agent, 
Whose arrival in Turkestan he had reported previously, from procecding to Kabul until 
further orders. The Amir has written to the General to allow the Agent to procecd to 
Kabul to deliver the letter brought by him from the Governor-General of Tashkend, as 
Previously ordered ; but has given instructions that if any other person connected with 
the Russian Government should intimate his intention in future to visit Kabul, he (the 
General) must direct him to remain on the other side of the Amu pending receipt of 
orders from the Amir. Also, the General is to hold no communication with the Russians 
In future without the Amir’s permission. 
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Enclosure 5. in No. 6. 


Litcral Translation of a Letter from Genera Kaurrmann to Amik Mauomep Yaxup 
Kuan, dated 25th* April 1879=(16th Jamadi-ul-Awal, A. H, 
1296.) 

(Translation from the Persian.) 


Avrer my wishes and prayers for your Highness’ safety and prosperity, I take the 
opportunity to write that, having bidden (a temporary) farewell to the affairs of the 
coe ; ects State entrusted to my charge,* I intend to start for the 

Nory.—According to the Russian : ‘ . 9 
version, “on behalf of matters con- metropolis of the Russian Empire on the 15th May, cor. 
neeled with the region entrusted to responding to the first week of Jamadi-us-Sani. I therefore 

beg to intimate this my intention to your Highness, and 
hope that your Highness, considering me your sincere friend and staunch well-wisher, 
will keep me informed of every occurrence that takes place in your Highness’ dominions 
while I am away. 

I have given orders here that any letters that may be received from the Great Amir 
(your Highness) during my absence should be forwarded with all possible despatch to 
St. Petersburg. May the Most High God prolong your Highness’ life and grant 
your Highness a great victory. 


* New Style, 7th May 1879. 


Here the seal of the General. 


Here his signature in Russian, 


Enclosure 6. in No. 6. 


Translation of a Letter from His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its Dependencies, 
to GengraL Kaurrmann, Governor-General of Russian Turkestan, dated Kabul 26th 
July 1879. 

Your friendly letter, dated the 25th of April 1879, reached me by the hands of Nasir 

Ixhan, and I fully understood all the friendly and neighbourly meanings contained in it. 

The state of affairs here is that peace and friendship have been established between 
my Government and the British Government in a way which is conducive to the 
advantage of both. All cause of quarrel and misunderstanding has disappcared from 
between the two partics, and the officers of both Governments are now pleased and 
happy. As Nasir Khan has been dismissed, and is about to set out to his home, I have 
thought proper to answer your friendly letter, and to add that if, at any time, the officers 
of your Government, in accordance with the rules of friendship and neighbourhood, 
should require to communicate with my Government, either in writing or verbally, they 
will no doubt consider it advisable to do so through the British Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg, the Russian Minister in London, his Excellency the Viceroy of India, or the British 

Envoy at Kabul, in conformity with the treaty which has been concluded between my 

Government and the British Government, 





No. 7. 
No. 180 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 
To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransrook, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 11th August 1879. 
Wi; have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, copy of a memorandum on the arrangements made for the reception of the British 
I;mbassy in Kabul. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
Y. P. HAINES. 


A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 

J. STRACHEY. 

E 


. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. ‘THOMPSON. 
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Enclosure in No. 7. 


Memoranpum on the Arrangements made for the Reception of the British Embassy 
in Kabul. 


On Wednesday the 23rd July the Amir’s master of the ceremonies, Shahgassi Mahomed 
Yusaf Khan, waited upon his Excellency, the Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Major Sir Louis Cavagnari, K.C.B., C.S.1., at his camp at Char Asiah to inform him of 
the arrangements made by His Highness the Amir for the reception of the Embassy 
next day. 

On Thursday the 24th July, the Envoy and staff, escorted by the 9th Regiment of 
the Amir’s Cavalry, marched from Char Asiah, and were met three miles outside the 

capital by Sirdar Abdulla Khan, son of Sirdar Sultan 
One Troop, Amir’s Regular Cavalry. = Ahmed Khan (Sultan Jan) of Herat and Mullah Shah 
ane ie eae and Sirdar Mahomed, the Foreign Minister, with 100 men of the 

Abdulla Khan, pare haan Amnir’s mounted body-euard. ‘Two elephants were also 

Elephant with Mr, Jenkyns and Shah iene 

Mahomed Khan, Foreign Secretary. brought and were mounted by the Envoy and the Secre- 

25 Sabres, Guide Cavalry. _ tary to the Embassy, Order of procession was as per 
9th Regiment of Amir’s Regular oe Se . P "3 

Cavalry. margin. The body-guard saluted and fell in in front, 
leading the precession. Half a mile nearer the city, another 

troop of orderly cavalry fell in in front of the body-guard. Close to the eastern gate of 
the Baia Hissar the troops of the Kabul garrison were 

*The troops saluted the Envoy pre- drawn up in line of columns on the left of the road. On 

senting arms and playing “ God save the . % ’ . 

Queen.” the right was a mountain battery, then nine battalions of 
infantry, and a horse artillery battery. On the left was a 
regiment of cavalry.* 

The Envoy and staff entered the Bala Hissar by the Shah Shahid Gate, and as they 
did so, a salute of 17 guns was fired by a heavy battery, 18-prs. Near the Amir’s 
palace a guard of honour, consisting of a whole regiment, was drawn up and saluted the 
Envoy as he passed, by presenting arms. 

Immediately on the arrival of his Excellency at the place of residence appointed for 
the Embassy, Mustaufi Habibulla (the Finance Minister) and Daud Shah (Commander- 
in-Chief) waited upon him to make formal inquiries after his health on the part of the 
Amir. 

At 10 o'clock Mr. Jenkyns, accompanied by Licutenant Hamilton, visited the Amir 
on the part of the Envoy, and thanked him for the honourable reception that had becn 
given to the Embassy. 

His Highness appointed 6 p.m. as a suitable hour for receiving the Envoy. 

At quarter to 6 p.m. the Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mullah Shah Mahomed) called 
at the British Embassy in order to escort the Invoy to the Ami’s palace. 

At 6 p.m. the Envoy, accompanied by the whole of his staff, paid a formal visit to 
Hlis Highness the Amir. A guard of the Amir’s Highlanders accompanied the Envoy 
from his residence to His Highness’ palace, at the door of which a guard of honour of the 
same regiment was drawn up. 

His Iexcellency introduced the members of his staff to the Amir, and, after the usual 
inquiries after his health, thanked His Highness for the very honourable reception, and 
the hospitable treatment which the British Embassy had experienced. ‘The Envoy then 
delivered a letter to His Highness from his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor- 
General, and conveyed his Excellency the Viccroy’s compliments to His Highness. The 
Amir expressed his pleasure at the honour, and said he indulged the hope of having a 
personal interview with his I:xcellency the Viecroy soon. His Highness also inquired 
after the health of Her Majesty the Queen, and the Royal Family, and of his Excellency 
the Viceroy. [He also expressed his sorrow and condolence on the death of the Prince 
Imperial. After some further conversation the Envoy withdrew being escorted back by 
the Foreign Minister. 

Sirdar Yahya Khan (Governor of Kabul) Mustaufi Habibulla (Finance Minister), 
umd Daud Shah (Commandcr-in-Chief), were present at the Durbar and sat on the 
Amir’s left. ‘The Envoy and staff, with Sher Mahomed Khan, Kayani, (of the Kohat 
district) sat on His Highness’ right. 

: (Signed) W. JENKYNS, 
Kabul, 24th July 1879. Secretary to Embassy. 


B38 


14, 


No. &. 
No. 181 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransrook, Her Majesty’s Sccretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 11th August 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, translations of reports received from the Meshed Agent and from Herat. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 8. 


Translation of a Letter from the Meshed Agent to Ronald F. Thomson, Esq., dated 
17th May 1879. (Extract.) 


Arter the starting of Ayub Khan’s messenger for Teheran, I was told by some 
Heratis that the letters of which he was the bearer, although professing to be from Amir 
Yakub Khan, were, in reality, concocted by Ayub Khan. 

The Kabul and Kandahar regiments of the Herat garrison are in a state of disaffection 
and disorder. The officers have no kind of authority over them; and all the Govern- 
ment employés at Herat are in expectation of news announcing the capture of Kabul, 
and the downfall of Yakub Khan, and so soon as the troops get this news, they intend 
robbing the peasantry and neighbourhood, and deserting for their homes. 


The inhabitants of Herat have given up all industry and trade. No shops, with the 
exception of those of bakers, grocers, and butchers, are opened ; and the natives bury 
all their goods because of the state of lawlessness of the place and the oppression of the 
authorities. From time to time, they produce such things as may be necessary, but 
then hide them again. ‘The authorities also are so fearful of the stability of their tenure 
of office that they are mercilessly collecting a year’s taxes. 


All people trying to get away are stopped on the borders, and are not allowed to pass 
unless they know some one in authority, or are able to bribe and make presents. All 
the inhabitants of Herat, native and outsiders, are anxiously awaiting the advance of 
the English army. 


Any traveller coming from Kabul is taken first before the authorities by men stationed 


at the gates for the purpose, where he is taught what he is to say according to the 
interests of those in power. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 8. 


Translation of a Letter from Herat, to Ronald F. Thomson, I’sq., dated 4th May 1879. 
( Extract.) 
Yusterpay two-and-a-half lakhs of Kabul rupees, that is to say, 50,000 tomans, 


arrived here from Turkestan. The expenses here’ being great, and the revenues small, 
this sum has been paid into the treasury of Ayub Khan. 
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No doubt this has been done with the knowledge of Yakub Khan. 

The Sepeh Salar and Sultan Muhammad Khan are to start for Kabul to-morrow or the 
day after ; they will be escorted by Yar Gul Khan, brother of General Fakir Ahmed 
Khan, and 200 horse. Some other Khans are to follow in five or six days. These have 
doubtless been summoned at the request of the British officials, who wish that Ayub 
Khan’s supporters should be present at any deliberation respecting peace. 

We hear from Kandahar that the English have got a firm footing there, and have 
been collecting supplies of all sorts. The inhabitants have much liberty, and are making 
a great deal of profit by their transactions. No customs dues are levied beyond one 
rupee for every ten Kandahar mans on each load, which is exacted without respect to 
the kind of goods. 

We have no fresh news from Kabul, as the authorities only publish what is favourable 
to themselves, in the hopes of keeping the natives of the provinces together. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 8. 
Translation of a Letter from Herat, to Ronald F. Thomson, Esq., dated 16th May 1879. 


Tunee days ago, a Government courier came in from Kabul. Amir Yakub Khan 
had written to Sirdar Ayub Khan, telling him to send 20 batmans of manna, and also 
informed him that Sirdar Yahya Khan had been sent to bring the harems from Turkestan. 
This Sirdar is the Amir’s father-in-law. 

Twelve days ago, the Sepeh Salar was despatched with honour, but under the sur- 
veillance of 200 horsemen, to Kabul. He left without being in debt either to the Herat 
Treasury or any private individual. Sirdar Mahomed Umar Khan, the ex-Governor 
of Herat, was also sent to Kabul three days ago in a very ignominious manner. His 
private servants were all put under arrest ; and it being found that he had spent a lakh 
of rupees out of the revenues, a bond was taken from him for the amount in Amir Yaknb 
Khan’s name and forwarded to Kabul, for the Amir either to recover the sum from him, 
or make him a present of it. 

Two nights ago, Mustaufi Mirza Aziz, who has been the Mustaufi of Herat for the 
last four years, was arrested with two of his brothers, and his accounts were cxamined. 
A deficiency of 8,000 tomans was found, and the Sirdar has put him in prison until he 
makes good the money. 

General Fakir Ahmed Khan is the absolute Minister of Sirdar Ayub Khan. Severai 
Afghan Chiefs, like Mir Akhor Agha Jan Khan and others who accompanied the Sirdar 
from Meshed, have all been recently sent to Kabul by the advice of the said General. 

Two Herati regiments which had deserted from Maimeneh were compelled to go back 
by the Herat authorities. On arriving there, the inhabitants would not allow them to 
enter the place, so they have gone and occupied Aul-i-Mar, a place three fursaikhs 
distant off. 

There are no signs of peace. The British authorities are paramount at Kandahar ; 
and it is said their advance guard has come as far as Zamindawar. 

To-day, a caravan consisting of about a thousand souls, Kandahari merchants, &c., 
ie this for Kandahar. They had goods and ready cash to the amount of 10 or 12 lakhs 
of krans, 





No. 9. 
No. 183 of 1879. 
Government of’ India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lonp, Simla, 18th August 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, copy of 2 memorandum of a personal interview, which took place ou the 25th 


Ba 


16 


July 1879, between Major Sir Louis Cavagnari, K.C.B., C.S.L, and His Highness the 
Amir of Afghanistan. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed ) LYTTON. 
IF. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
FE. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES, 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 9. 


Memoranpum of a personal interview, which took place on the 25th of July 1879, 
between Masor Sir Louis Cavacnant, K.C.B., 0.8.1, and His Highness the Am 
or AFGHANISTAN, &c. ‘ 


AFTER some conversation on ordinary topics I informed His Highness that the Govern- 
ment of India had received the letter despatched by General Von Kauffmann by the 
hand of Nasir Ali Khan of Samarkand, and which His Highness had forwarded for the 
advice of the British Government as to the reply that should be given to the messenger. 
I informed the Amir that the Russian Government would be informed that such corre- 
spondence is opposed to the pledges of non-interference in the affairs of Afghanistan 
which the Russian Government has frequently made, and I added that the Amir should 
now dismiss the messenger with a letter acknowledging the communication received from 
the Governor-General of Russian Turkestan, and stating that in future, if the Russian 
authorities had anything to communicate to the Afghan Government, they should do so 
through the medium of the British authorities. I further stated that it was advisable 
that His Highness should furnish me with a copy of the reply given to the Russian 
messenger. 

The Amir without hesitation acquiesced in what I proposed, and said that he only 
awaited my arrival to dismiss the messenger. 

I replied that it was a very good thing that the Russian messenger should have been 
an eye-witness of the honourable reception given to the British Imbassy, and further 
that the arrival of the representative of the British Government should be the signal for 
the departure of the cinissary from the Russian authorities. His Highness promised to 
forward through me a reply to his Excellency the Viceroy of India’s letter which I pre- 
sented yesterday, anc to send at the same time a copy of his reply to the Russian letter 
above alluded to. 

I next informed His Highness that Major St. John, now on political duty at 
Kandahar, has been appointed Consul-General at Astrabad, and that it would be a great 
convenience to that officer if, instead of having to travel through India and the Persian 
Gulf, it could be arranged that he should proceed vid ITerat and the northern frontier of 
Persia. 

The Amir replied that, owing to the unsettled state of the country between Girishk 

and Herat, he could not be certain that satisfactory arrangements could be made until 
his troops were again stationed at Girishk, but that if it would be a convenience to 
Major St. John he would direct Sirdar Sher Ali Khan at Kandahar to make arrange- 
ments to escort him to the Afghan frontier in that. direction. At my request the Amir 
promised to write to the Governor of Kandahar to communicate with Major St. John, 
and if he wished to proceed to the Persian frontier vii. Seistan to make the necessary 
urrangements for his journey. [ informed His Highness of the news telegraphed from 
Kandahar as to the apparent anxiety of Sirdar Mir Afzal Khan on hearing that Afghan 
troops were about to march in the direction of Harrah. ‘Che Amir replied that he could 
not understand why the Sirdar should have any apprehensions, as his Ictters which were 
of frequent occurrence were submissive and friendly. 

As regards Herat matters the Amir stated that he has the most thorough confidence 
in his brother the Governor of that place, and added that, in consequence of his lengthy 
residence at Meshed, it was possible that Sirdar Ayub Khan still maintained friendly 
correspondence with the Governor of Khorassan, but that he (the Amir) did not. approve 
of any further correspondence and would order its discontinuance. 
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Inext entered into some general conversation on matters relating to Merv. The 
Amir stated that he was aware that the Tekke Turkomans had grave apprehensions as 
to the aggressive designs of Russia, and that they would have to seek an alliance with 
Afghanistan or Persia. Vie added that the Turkomans would naturally prefer the 
Afghans to the Persians. . 

Before taking leave of His Highness I remarked that I hoped no restrictions would be 
placed upon Sirdars and others visiting the olficers of the Embassy, as I assured him 
that he need never fear that we would do anything to lessen his authority and influence. 
The Amir replied that he has never forbidden any onc to visit the British officers. I 
answered that the people of Afghanistan would act in accordance with what they 
believed would please their ruler, and that if they thought he would not like such visits 
being paid they would not make them even though no orders were given them. 

At my request His Highness promised to arrange for the safe-conduct to the British 
frontier (Kurram) of the baggage animals and followers who accompanied the Embassy 


to Kabul. 


No. 10. 
No. 186 of 1879. (Extract.) 


Government of India.—Forcign Department. 
To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 18th August 1879. 
We have the honour to forward a copy of further telegrams on the subject of 


affairs at Kabul and Candahar. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) LYTTON. 
I. P. HAINES. 
A, J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated 2nd August 1879. 
From Sin Louis Cavacnart, Kabul, to Foreten Secretary, Simla. 


Kasur, 31st July. The following movements of troops ordered from Kabul 
Garrison :—Three infantry regiments to Herat, three to Ghazni, six to Turkestan, and 
a cavalry regiment to Zurmat, to collect arrears of revenue. Cholera has increased 
during two last days. We ride about the environs every morning. Amir has not left 
his residence since cholera became epidemic. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 10. 


‘Telegram, dated 3rd August 1879. 
Sir Lours Cavacnart, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Foreran Secretary, Simla. 


Avcust Ist, Kabul. All well. Violent carthquake last night. 


P 297, Cc 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated 5th August 1879. 


From Sir Louis Cavaenart, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Foretan Srcrerary, Simla, 


Aveusr 3rd, Kabul. All well. Six regiments of infantry have arrived from Herat, 
others under orders to replace them. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 10. 
Teiegram, dated Ali Khel, 7th August 1879. 


From Sir Louis Cavaenart, Kabul, to Foreten Secretary, Simla. 
Avoust 5th.—Mir Akbar Khan, Kohistani Chief, died of cholera yesterday. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 8th August 1879. 
From Sir Louis Cavacnari, Kabul, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 

Kasut, 6th August.—Alarming reports personally reached me to-day from several 
sources of the mutinous behaviour of the Herat regiments lately arrived here, some of 
the men having been seen going about the city with drawn swords, and using inflammable 
language against Amir and his English visitors; and I was strongly advised not to go 
out for a day or two. 

I sent for Foreign Minister, and as he was confident that the reports were exaggerated, 
we went out as usual. 

I do not doubt that there is disaffection among troops on account of arrears of pay, 
and especially about compulsory service, but the Amir and his ministers are confident 
that they can manage them. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 9th August 1879. 


From Sir Louis Cavacnaiu, Kabul, to Foreign Secrerary, Simla. 


Kasur, August 7th.—State of affairs reported yesterday continuing in milder degree. 
Amir professing complete confidence to maintain discipline. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 9th August 1879. 


From Sir Louis Cavacnant, Kabul, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 

Kasur, August 7th.—Some Ghilzais or Jajis bave been plundering fruit merchants 
between Kharatiga and Shuturgurdan, and yesterday they detained for some hours the 
Kabul mail bag. I represented this to the Amir, who has directed Foreign Minister to 
summon Padshah Khan and come to a proper understanding with him. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 12th August 1879. 
From Sir Lovurs Cavacnart, Kabul, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 
Kasur, 10th August.—Three regiments under Brigadier Zabardast Khan, Ghilzai, 
marched for Ghazni on 7th instant. Amir inspected them at Deh Mazang. Air 
inspected to-day some of the regiments lately returned from Herat, and is about to give 
them some pay. 
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Enclosure 9 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 13th August 1879. 


From Sir Lours Cavacnant, Kabul, to Foretan Secretary, Simla. 
Kasut, August 11th.—All well. Nothing important to report. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated Ah Kiel, 14th August 1879. 
From Sir Louts Cavacnari, Kabul, to Foreien Secretary, Simla. 


Vinutent cholera has broken out in the regiments recently returned from Herat. 
Many deserted in panic, and the rest have been given leave to their homes. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 10. 


Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 15th August 1879. 
From Srr Louis Cavacnart, Kabul, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 


Kanu, August 13th.—A]l well. Foreign Minister reported by order of Amir that a 
Turk, calling himself Said Husain Pasha, and stating he was captured by the 
Russians in late Turkish war, arrived here three days ago from Bokhara, having travelled 
vid Orenburg and Tashkend. He is now on his way to Bombay vid Kurram. Amir 
gave him some expenses for his journey. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated 5th August 1879. (Extract.) 
From Mayor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 


Aucust 5th.—There has been no cvent of importance during the week. Sirdar Sher Ali 
Khan has taken charge of the out-districts, but the town and neighbourhood are not yet 
made over to him. The Herat road is again infested by robbers, and no more caravans 
have arrived. : 


Enclosure 13 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated 9th August 1879. 
From Generav Stewart, Kandahar, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


Axrancements made for making over city to Sirdar Sher Ali Khan on 10th under 
satisfactory conditions. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 10. 
Telegram, dated 12th August 1879. ( Extract.) 
From Magor St. Jonn, Kandahar, to Foretan Secretary, Simla. 


. Evervriina quiet in city and neighbourhood. Charge of city was made over to 
Sirdar Sher Ali Khan on the evening of the 10th. Our police and sanitary arrangements 
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Temain unchanged, and the gates are still held by our guards, but the town dues and 
taxes remitted by us were at once re-imposed. ‘The sellers of shoes and caps have 
closed their shops in consequence. Sirdar Mahomed Yusaf Khan, re-appointed 
Governor of Pusht-i-Rud, and Zamindawar, arrived here from Kabul on the 7th. He 
visited General Stewart on the 10th, and the latter returned his visit on the llth. He 
leaves for Girishk to-morrow. 


No. 11. 
No. 188 of 1879. 
Government of India.— Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorp, Simla, 25th August 1879. 
Wer have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, copy of papers received from the Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court 
of the Amir of Kabul and its Dependencies, regarding the reception of the British 
Embassy at Kasim Khel by His Highness the Amir’s officials. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 

I. 2, HAINES. 

A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 

A. CLARKE. 

J. STRACHEY. 

FE. B. JOHNSON. 

W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 11. 


No. 2, dated 19th July 1879. 


Memo. from Mason L. Cavacnat, C.S.1., Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, Kabul 
Embassy, to A. C. Lyatr, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Dept. 

Has the honour to forward copy of a Ictter addressed to His Highness the Amir of 

Afghanistan. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 11. 
Dated, Camp Kasim Khel, 19th July 1879. 


TYrom Mason L. Cavacnart, C.S.L, Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, Kabul 
Embassy, to His Tlighness the Amir or Arcuantstan. 


(A. C.) UT wiire te inform your Highness that | arrived at Kasim Khel this morning. 

® The title given to Khushdil Khushdil Khan Loinab* came to meet me at Karatiga 
Khan while Governor of Afghan with an escort of cavalry and infantry. General Roberts 
Turkistan, (Sd.) 1. Cavacnant. and several officers accompanicd ine to Kasim Khel, and 
rode to sce the crest of the Sbuturgurdan. After partaking of Kbusbdil Khan Loinab’s 
hospitality, General Roberts and the other officers Icft Kasim Khel highly pleased at 
having secn the execllent arrangements your Highness’ officials had made for the 
reception of the British Embassy. In short, nothing has been omitted by Khushdil 
Khan Loinab to indicate your Highness’ sincere friendship to the British Government. 

I hope to reach Kabul on the 24th July, when I shall have the honour of renewing 
with your Highness that friendly intercourse commenced at Gandamak. 

The other officers of the Embassy join with me in expressing a hope that your 
Highness is in the enjoyment of good health. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 11. 


No. 4, dated Camp Zahidabad, 22nd July 1879. 

Memo. from Masor L. Cavacnart, C.S.L, Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, Kabul 
Embassy, to A. C. Lyatr, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Forcign 
Dept. 

In continuation of No. 2 of the 19th instant, has the honour to forward a letter 
received this day from His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan. 





Enclosure 4 in No. 11. 


Translation of a Letter from the Amir Yaxus Kuan to Mason Sir L. Cavacnant, K.C.B., 
dated Kabul, 21st July 1879. 


(A. C.) Beit known to my kind friend Major Cavagnari, C.S.I., who has a heart 
warm in affection and marked with friendliness, that at a time when my heart longed to 
hear the happy news of his good health, his most friendly and cordial letter, dated 
Saturday, the 19th July, reached me from Kasim Khel. I cast an affectionate glance 
over it, and learnt from its contents the account of his arrival at that place, in company 
with General Roberts, his aides-de-camp, and a few other officers of high rank, as well 
as of the attention and consideration shown to him by Loinab Khushdil Khan. 

It is a source of gratification and joy that my worthy friend has reached so near his 
destination in a state of sound health; and, God willing, on the appointed day, viz., 
the 24th July, the doors of fresh happiness and pleasure and unbounded joy and delight 
will be set open to my heart by having a joyous interview with him. But it is a matter 
of great sorrow and regret that at this time when my friend is approaching my capital, 
Kabul, the worthy Mir Munshi Muhammad Bakhtiar Khan, who was a trustworthy and 
true servant to his Sublime Government and a special well-wisher of my God-granted 
Government, having been ill with cholera for two or three days, bade adieu to this 
ephemeral world, and departed to that of happiness and repose on Sunday, the 29th 
Rajab (20th July). 

Although his death has occasioned sorrow and pain to me, and will no doubt impose 
the burden of grief and regret upon your mind, yet there is no remedy against, the 
decrees of God, and we are bound to submit to His will. 


No. 12. 
No. 192 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Crannroox, Her Majesty’s Scerctary of State 
for India. 
My Lon, Simla, 25th August 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Goyert« 
ment, a further collection of telegrams relating to Afghanistan affairs, — 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
I. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON, 


22 


Enclosure 1 in No. 12. 


Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 16th August 1879. 
From Sir Louis Cavacnart, Kabul, to Foreicn Secrerary, Simla. 


Kapur, August 14th.—All well. Padshah Khan, Ghilzai, personally deputed to make 
arrangements for protection of Shuturgurdan road. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 12. 


Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 17th August 1879. 
From Sr Louis Cavacnari, Kabul, to Fortign Secrerary, Simla. 


Kasur, August 15th.—All well. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 12. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 18th August 1879. 


From Sir Louis Cavacnari, Kabul, to Forrten Secretary, Simla. 
Datep Kabul, 16th August.—All well. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 12. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 19th August 1879. 
From Str Louis Cavacnarti, Kabul, to Foretan Secretary, Simla, 


Kasut, August 17th.— Amir of Bokhara contemplates moving some troops towards 
Badakshan frontier in consequence of depredations committed on the Kabul and Darwaz 
frontiers. Governor of Afghan Turkestan has begged Amir not to do this, promising to 
put pressure on the insurgents. Sara Beg, the ex-Mir of Kulab, is said to be the in- 
stigator of these acts by the Badakshan insurgents. 

Some Russians are exploring along the right bank of the Oxus. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 12. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 20th August 1879. 
From Sir Louris Cavacenant, Kabul, to Foretcn Secretary, Simla. 


Kasur, 18th August.—Amir has ordered troops to proceed to Badakshan to coerce 
the insurgents. Cholera here again on the increase. Herati regiments lost over a 


hundred men. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 12. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 21st August 1879. 
Frown Str Louis Cavacnant, Kabul, to Forricn Secrerary, Simla. 
Reciments for Turkestan have left Deh Mazang. It is believed that many will desert. 





Enclosure 7 in No. 12. 
Telegram, dated 20th August 1879. (Extract.) 
From Magsor Sr. Jounx, Kandahar, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


Norurne of importance has occurred during the past weck. Sirdar Mahomed Yusaf 
Khan has gone to Zamindawar, and Sirdar Sher Ali’s elder son, with his brother and 


other Sirdars, have arrived from Herat. 
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No. 12a. 
No. 194 of 1879. 


Government of India—Foreign Department. 


To The Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India. 
My Lorp, Simla, September 1, 1879. 
WE have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
copy of a letter from the Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, Kabul, No. 10, dated 
29th July 1879, submitting his diary No. 1 for the week ending 26th July. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 


J. STRACHEY. 

E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 12a. 
No, 10, dated 29th July 1879. 


From Mayor Str Louis Cavaenart, K.C.B., C.S.1., Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Kabul, to A. C. Laut, Esq., C.S,, Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, Simla. 


Has the honour to submit diary for the week ending the 26th July 1879. 


No 1. Diary of the British Embassy at Kabul from the 19th to 26th July 1879. 

July 19th. Under arrangements made by Major-General Roberts, C.B., V.C., Com- 
manding in Kuram, the camp of the British Embassy left Ali Khel on the 18th of July 
escorted by the following troops :—four guns No. 2 Mountain Battery; one squadron 
12th Bengal Cavalry; 2 companies 67th Foot; 2 companies 72nd Highlanders ; 
2 companies 92nd Highlanders; and 4 companics 5th Goorkhas, the whole under the 
command of Brigadier-General Massy. The camp halted at Kharatiga, the boundary 
between the Jaji and Ghilzi tribes, and which, by arrangement concluded with His 
Highness the Amir at Gandamak, is now the limit of the British administration in 
Kuram. About 8.30 a.m., on the 19th, Shahghassi Khushdil Khan, Barakzai, son of the 
late Shahghassi Sherdil Khan, arrived at the frontier with a regiment of regular cavalry 
commanded by Colonel Shahrs Khan and some Ghilzi levies under Padshah Khan, the 
Chief of the Ahmedzai Ghilzis. Mr. Jenkyns, C.S., and Captain Conolly, Political 
Assistant to General Roberts, were deputed to meet Khushdil Khan and conduct him to 
the British camp. 

At 9 o'clock a.m., the British Embassy left the camp at Kharatiga under a salute of 
15 guns. A guard of honour from the 67th Foot presented arms as the Envoy left his 
tent. 

The Afghan troops were drawn up a short distance from the frontier and saluted as 
the Embassy approached. 

General Roberts and a number of officers of the Kuram force accompanied the 
Embassy. 

At Kasim Khel the Afghan officials had tents prepared for the Embassy, and no 
trouble was spared to make everything as comfortable as possible. 

After a visit to the crest of the Shutar Gardan Pass the officers returned to Kasim 
Khel, and there partook of the Shahghassi’s hospitality. In the course of the afternoon 
they returned to Dre Khula. 

Major Cavagnari wrote to the Amir announcing his arrival at Kasim Khel, and 
expressed his thanks for the arrangements that had been made for the reception of the 
British Embassy. 

July 20th. “Marched from Kasim Khel to Khusi. 

July 21st. Marched from Khusi to Zarghun Shahr. 

Received a letter from Kabul announcing the death from cholera of Mir Munshi 
Bakhtiar Khan 
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July 22nd. Marched from Zarghun Shahr to Zahidabad. Major Cavagnari wrote to 
the Amir conveying the news received by telegram from Simla that he (Major 
Cavagnari) had been appointed a Knight Commander of the Bath. His Highness was 
also requested to appoint an official in the place of the late Mir Munshi to inform the 
Envoy of the arrangements made for the entry of the British Embassy into Kabul. 

July 23rd. Marched from Zahidabad to Char Asiab. In the course of the forenoon 
Shahghassi Muhammad Yusaf, brother of Shahghassi Khusdil Khan, arrived in camp, 
bringing a lettcr from His Highness the Amir, containing congratulations to the Envoy, 
and Informing him that the bearer of the letter would personally explain what had been 
arranged for the reception of the Embassy. 

July 24th. Marched from Char Asiab to Kabul. 

our imiles from the city, Sirdar Abdullah Khan, son of Sultan Ahmed Khan (Sultan 
Jan), formerly Governor of Herat, and Mullah Shah Muhammad, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, met the Embassy with atroop of cavalry and two of the Amir’s State elephants, 
Major Cavagnari and Sirdar Abdullah Khan took their places on the leading elephant. 
Mr. Jenkyns and the Foreign Minister followed on the second one. Lieutenant 
Hamilton (Queen’s Own Corps of Guides) and Dr. Kelly, surgeon to the Embassy, 
followed on horse-back. ‘The Guide Cavalry Escort and the Afghan Cavalry completed 
the procession. 

Close to the city the troops of the Kabul Garrison were drawn up in column and 
presented arms as the Envoy passed. There were two regiments of cavalry, two 
batteries of artillery, and nine regiments of infantry on parade. The bands played the 
British National Anthem as the infantry presented arms. On an eminence south-east of 
the city a battery of 18-pounders was posted, and a salute of 17 guns was fired as the 
British Embassy centered the Shah Shahid gate of the Bala Hissar. 

A guard of honour consisting of a regiment of infantry were drawn up on some open 
ground a short distance from the place appointed as the residency of the Embassy. 

Immediately after the arrival of the :mbassy, the Mastaufi (Minister of Finance) and 
General Daud Shah, the Commander-in-Chief, waited on the Envoy and made inquiry 
after his health on the part of the Amir. 

At 10 o’clock a.m., Mr. Jenkyns, C.S., and Lieutenant Hamilton visited the Amir, on 
the part of the Envoy. 

At 6 o'clock p.m., the Envoy and Staff visited His Highness the Amir, and delivered a 
Jetter trom his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, informing the 
Amir of Major Cavagnari’s appointment as Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary. 

July 25th. At 9 o'clock a.m., the Envoy had a private audience of the Amir. 

In the afternoon Mullah Shah Muhammad and Mirza Nabbi, the Private Secretary, 
visited the Envoy, and presented a rough draft of the Amir’s reply to the Viceroy, and 
also of one prepared as an answer to General Kauffmann’s letter. 

July 26th. At 10 o’clock a.m., the Envoy and Staff visited the Amir, and delivered 
some presents. In the afternoon the Foreign Minister and the Private Secretary visited 
the Envoy, and delivered the Amir’s letter addressed to his Excellency the Viceroy, and 
also a copy of the reply sent to the Russian letter. 





No. 13. 
No. 195 of 1879. 
Goveinment of India.—loreign Department. (Extract.) 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cranurook, IIer Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lonp, Simla, Ist September 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
a copy of further telegrams on the subject of Afghanistan affairs. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
KE. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A, Rt. THOMPSON. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 13. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 24th August 1879. 
From Sir Lours Cavacnart, Kabul, to Forercn Secretary, Simla, 


Amir has taken by force part of the money and crnaments amassed by the mother of 
Abdulla Jan. 

There is friction between Aimir and Daud Shah, and the latter appears to be strengthen- 
ing his own faction, and if the Amir press him too severely, he will join the anti (2) Jacobins, 
who are gaining strength daily in consequence of Amir’s want of conciliation. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 13. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 25th August 1879. 
From Sin Louts Cavacnant, Kabul, to Forrtcn Secretary, Simla 
Kanur, 23rd August. All well. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 13. 
Telegram, dated Ali Khel, 26th August 1879. 
From Sir Louis Cavacnant, Kabul, to Foreran Secrerary, Simla. 


Kasur, August 24th. Fresh outbreak of Cholera. [Embassy all well. 





Enclosure 4 in No. 13. 


Telegram, dated 26th August 1879. 
From Magsor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


NoruinG of importance has occurred during the past week except the death from 
cholera of Sirdars Ali Akbar and Ali Askar Khan, brothers of Sirdar Sher Ali Khan: 
they had recently arrived from Herat. The epidemic has almost, if not entirely, ceased 
in both city and cantonments. Weather still very warm. Ist Punjab Cavalry and 
Company Sappers here marched for Pishin. 


No. 14. 
No. 196 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Forcign Department, 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransrook, Her Majesty’s Scerctary of State 
tor India. 
My Lonn, Simla, September J, 1879. 
Wr. have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, a copy of Ietters from the Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of 
the Amir of Afghanistan and its Dependencies, Nos. 16, 17, and 19, dated respectively 
the Sth, 13th, and 19th of August 1879, forwarding his diaries for the period between 
the 27th of July and the 6th of August 1879. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
K.P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY., 
K. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. Rh. THOMPSON, 
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Enclosure | in No. 14, 
Memo. No. 16, dated 15th August 1879. 


From Masor Str Lovrs Cavacnart, K.C.B., C.S.L, Envoy and Minister Plenipoten. 
tiery, Kabul, to A. C. Lyatn, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India 
Foreign Department, Sinla. : 


Has the honour to submit diary of the British Embassy at Kabul for th | i 
the 2rd of August 1879. * seen ae 


Enclosure 2 in No. 14. 
No. 2. Diary of the British Embassy at Kabul, from 27th July to 2nd August 1879. 


27th July 1879.—At the request of the Envoy that some one amongst the Amir’s 
officials should be appointed to attend at the British Embassy, the Amir told off Nazir 
Abdul Ghiyas for this duty. 

28th July 1879.—The lnvoy and staff accompanied by Mullah Shah Muhammad 
and Nazir Abdul Ghiyas, and escorted by a detachment of the regular cavalry under 
Colonel Sharo Khan (a relative of the late General Feramurz Khan, and of Kafir origin) 
visited the tomb of the Emperor Baber. In the afternoon the Envoy visited the Amir 
and made over to him a translation of a telegram, dated the 25th July, from Major St. John, 
at Kandahar, reporting that Mahomed Tahir Khan, the Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai, 
had arrested Mullah Habibullah, agent of Muhammad Aslam, Tokhi, though furnished 
with a safe-conduct from the Political Officer at Kandahar. The Amir stated that the 
matter would be inquired into. 

29th July 1879.—Newsagents report that the general opinion in Kabul is that now 
that the British Envoy has arrived, the arrears of pay due to the trocps will be paid; 
that compulsory enlistment will be discontinued ; and that oppressive taxes on the 
peasantry and on the trading classes will be considerably reduced. It is stated that the 
Amir has kept the troops in good heart by promising them their arrears of pay after 
the arrival of the British Embassy. 

30th July 1879.—Reported that Sirdar Yahya Khan has been trying to dissuade the 
Amir from visiting the frontiers of Afghanistan in company with the British Envoy, 
alleging that it would be derogatory to the Amir’s position to do so. Daud Shah and 
the Mustaufi advise the Amir to adhere to his promise to visit Turkestan and Herat. 
It is thought probable that the Amir will, if the Envoy presses the subject, agree to 
depute some one to accompany any of the Embassy to visit the frontier. 

Kazi Abdul Kadir, Peshawuri (Kazi Kadru) has been deported from Kabul. He was 
supposed to have advised the late Amir to get rid of Sirdar Yahya Khan who had 
accordingly to leave Afghanistan. On his return from Gandamak the Amir made the 
Kazi over to Sirdar Yahya Khan, and it was generally supposed that he had been 
secretly assassinated. It now appears that the Kazi was spared though the intercession 
ot Kazi Mahmud Jan (another of the Peshawur Kazi Khel who feil into disgrace with 
the British authorities of Peshawur) who accompanied the Sirdar on his return from 
India, and who is now employed confidentially by Yahya Khan. This increases the 
suspicion that the latter is not well-disposed towards the British Government. Kazi 
Kadru has sent to Kabul for the females of his family. It is not certain whether he 
intends residing in Bonair, Swat, or Bajour, or whether he contemplates returning to 
Peshawur. If the latter turns out to be his course of action, it might be advisable to 
have him deported across the Indus, or placed under surveillance. 

Munshi Anwar, for some time a news writer to the British authorities at Kandahar, 
arrived in Kabul a few days ago, and at an interview with the Amir, informed him that 
it was probable that he would be again appointed as news writer, but that he desired 
first to ascertain the Amir’s wishes. The Amir told him that he might take the 
appointment. The inference is that the Munshi may try and serve two masters. It 
may therefore be advisable to apprise the Kandahar authoritics of this matter. Three 
regiments of infantry have been ordered from Kabul to Herat. Three more to Ghazni, 
and six to Turkestan. <A cavalry regiment is under orders for Zurmat to coliect arrears 
of revenue. There will probably be some delay in the march of the above, owing to the 
difficulties of obtaining baggage animals. 

31st July 1879.—T'aj Muhammad Khan (brother of Naib Lal Muhammad Khan) 
recently created a general, was granted the contract of the Mint by the Mustaufi. In 
consequence of the large number of British rupees now in possession of the people of 
the country, and which eventually will be brought to the Mint to be converted into the 
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current coinage of Afghanistan, Ghulam Raza Khan (a former Kotwal of Kabui) 
offered more than double the original bid, and the Mustaufi accepted this and revoked 
the contract he had previously given. When Ghulam Raza’s servants went to the Mint 
to take over charge, Taj Muhammad’s retainers beat and insulted them. When this was 
reported to the Amir, Taj Muhammad Khan was sent for, and was disgraced and 
deprived of his generalship. Naib Lal Muhammad Khan is very vexed at the above 
treatment of his brother. 

Syud Hassan, whose daughter is married to Mazullah Khan, Ghilzai, will probably 
be appointed Chief Kazi of Turkestan. 

It is reported that a number of men have been specially told off by the Amir to watch 
who visit at the British Embassy, and with whom the Envoy has communication, or 
gives presents to. 

Sirdar Yahya Khan visited the Envoy to-day. 

Ist August 1879.—It is reported that the Amir is pressing the sons of the late Sirdar 
Mahomed Umar Khan (lately died of cholera at Kabul, and formerly Governor of 
Herat) to pay two lacs of rupees alleged to be due by their father. ‘The sons are quite 
unable to comply with this requisition. 

Sirdar Muhammad Hashim Kian (son of Sirdar Sharif Khan) has been ordered to 
take three regiments and proceed to the Kohistan and Panjsher to collect arrears of 
revenue. The Sirdar considers the appointment beneath his rank and is consequently 
displeased. 

The Amir desired Sirdar Muhammad Ayub Khan to send to Kabul the persons who 
accompanied him when he went into exile to Meshed. The Amir was annoyed at the 
Sirdar having made certain military appointinents amongst the troops at Herat, and 
these were ordered to be cancelled, and the officers so appointed to be sent to Kabul. 
It is stated that the Sirdar is not inclined to send the companions of his exile to Kabul, 
but has directed the officers he promoted to proceed to the Amir. 

The Amir’s mother is said to be estranged from him on account of his forcibly 
depriving her of some money and ornaments she had amassed, and which she wished her 
other son, Sirdar Ayub Khan, to share in. She is reported to be going in a huff to 
Mamakhel in the Jellalabad district. 

The Wakil-ud-daulet of Saighan, who has considerable influence among the tribes of 
that quarter, is distrustful of the Amir, and refuses to attend at Kabul. 

The Mustaufi and Khudai Nazr Khan have had a dispute in connexion with the 
betrothal of a woman. The former is desirous of effecting a reconciliation. Khudai 
Nazr Khan has sent privately to know the Envey’s wishes. The Envoy informed the 
messenger that both parties are looked upon as friends of the British Government, 
and that, therefore, it would be better that they should have no differences among 
themselves. 

2nd August 1879.—Yar Muhammad, Mohmand, with 20 sowars, arrived last might 
from Herat. 

_ Thirty men of the Mangai tribe arrived here a few days ago. Object of their coming 
Is not yet known. 

In the afternoon the Amir sent Mullah Shah Muhammad and Mir Akhor Muhammad 
Akhtar Khan to the British Embassy with 11 horses and some trays of country produce 
is presents to the officers. Reported to the Foreign Secretary for orders as to the 
disposal of these presents. 

_ Cholera has been slightly on the increase during the last few days. Mir Akbar Khan, 
Kohistani, is reported dangerously ill of this disease. 

_, he officers of the Embassy go out every day fora ride in the environs of Kabul. 
Che loreign Minister and the Nazir, and some Afghan cavalry always accompany them. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 14. 
Memo. No. 17, dated 13th August 1879. 


v 

From Mason Sir Louis Cavaenart, K.C.B., C.S.1., Envoy and Minister Plenipoten- 
tary, Kabul, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, Simla. 


Has the honour to submit diary of the British Embassy at Kabul, from the 3rd to the 
9th of August 1879. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 14. 


No. 3. Diary of the British Embassy at Kabul from the 3rd to the 9th August 1879, 
(Iixtract.) 


August 3rd, 1879.—The lnvoy visited the Amir at 8 o’clock a.m. The interview 
was of a personal character and the conversation that took place was on general subjects, 
In the afternoon the Mustauti visited the Envoy and presented a letter reccived from 
Sirdar Sher Ali Khan from Kandahar, reporting, for the information of His Highness the 
Amir, his interview with General Stewart, Commanding at Kandahar. 

News-reporter states that six regiments of infantry from Herat will probably reach 
Kabul in the course of the next two days. They are said to have been despatched 
from Herat with only three rupces per head for their road expenses, and that they have 
plundered and oppressed the villagers of the Hazara country during their march 
through it. 

It is stated that Sirdar M. Ayub Khan has dismissed Mirza Aziz, the Mustaunfi of 
Herat, and has demanded half a lac of rupees from him. Mirza Sadik has been 
appointed in his place. 

It is supposed that the Amir contemplates a reduction in the allowances hitherto paid 
to the Muhammadzai (Barakzai) Sirdars, excepting the family of Sirdars Yahya Khan 
and Hashim Khan, and that those of the Ghilzai and Kohistan tribes will be reduced. 
Up to the present Padshah Khan, Ghilzai, is outwardly favourably treated by the Amir. 
Asmatula Khan, Ghilzai, still hesitates to obey the Amir’s summons to Kabul. 

4th August 1879.—Mir Akbar Khan, the Kohistani Chief, and rival of Abdul Karim 
Khan, Kohistani, (who has always professed to be well-disposed towards the British 
Government) died of cholera to-day. 

5th August 1879.—The Mustaufi went yesterday to the house of Khudai Nazr Khan 
in the Bala Hissar and made up the quarrel between them. 

It is reported that the Amir contemplates giving the Khanship of the Jabbar Khel, 
Ghilzais, either to Rahmatullah Khan or to Bahram Khan. If this is done Asmatula 
Khan will create trouble. Some petty Maliks of the Ghilzai tribe are said to have been 
deprived of their Malikships in consequence of their having had intercourse with the 
British authorities. (I have not sufficient information as to the true facts of the cases 
to ask the Amir for explanation about them.—L. C. 

Gth August 1879.—The regiments from Herat reached the Sherpur Cantonments 
yesterday. ‘To-day a number of the soldiers were reported to be moving about the city 
in a most disorderly manner, and creating some excitement amongst the rabble of the 
place. The Envoy sent for the Foreign Minister, who assured him that the troops were 
not out of band, and that if a few wild spirits had been making a noise in the city, it 
was not a matter for any apprehension. He further stated that in a day or two the 
troops would be paid their arrears and be given furlough for a few months. 

7th August 1879.—Some of the Ahmedzai Ghilzais have been molesting travellers 
between Kasim Khel and Dobandi. The mail bag from Ali Khel was detained for a few 
hours. The intention of the Ghilzais is to attract notice in order that some dissatisfied 
partics may be granted allowances. Report of this was made to the Foreign Minister 
who promised to arrange matters with Padshah Khan. 

A deputation from the Kharoti Povindahs has visited the Amir with the view to 
obtaining his intercession with the British Government for the release of the prisoners 
who were convicted of being concerned in the raids on the Tank (Dera Ismail Khan) 
frontier. 

The Amir has sent a conciliatory message to Asmatula Khan, Ghilzai, and has again 
summoned him to Kabul. ‘he Chief feara that if he leaves his country he will not be 
permitted to return, and that during his absence his rivals will gain the upper hand of 
him. 

8th August 1879.—Three regiments under the command of Brigadier Zabardast 
Khan, Ghilzai, left for Ghazni to-day. ‘The Amir went to Deh Mazang to sec them off 
and wish them God-speed. 

Yesterday General Daud Shah visited the Herat regiments and attempted to conciliate 
them by offering them furlough, but it is stated that they were somewhat disrespectful to 
him, and said that they would not take Icave until their arrears of pay were given them. 
‘They also demanded the release of Husain Ali Khan, the Commander-in-Chief, who 1s 
now under restraint in the Bala Hissar. ‘ 

It is reported that six other regiments are coming from Herat under the command of 
Taj Muhammad khan, a son of Arsala, Ghilzai. 

The Envoy visited the Amir to-day. 
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gth August 1879.—The Mustauti visited the Envoy this afternoon with reference to 
Kandahar matters. He also intimated that if the British Government were disposed to 
view with favour any representation on the part of the Amir in the case of the Kharotis, 
whom he added were subjects of the Afghan Government, His Highness would 
personally address the Iuvoy about it. He turther stated that if the British Govern- 
ment saw no objection, Haji Ataulla would be again deputed to the Court of the Amir 
of Bokhara, and that copies of all correspondence between the two Courts would be 
submitted for the information of the British Government. ‘Che Envoy replied that 
after a reference to his Government the reply would be communicated to the Amir. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 14. 
Memo. No. 19, dated 19th August 1879. 


From Major Str Lours Cavacnant, K.C.B., C.S.I., Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Kabul, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to Government of India, Ioreign 
Department, Simla. 


Has the honour to submit diary of the British Embassy at Kabul for the weck ending 
16th August 1879. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 14. 


No. 4.—Diary of the British Embassy at Kabul, from the 10th to the 16th of August 
1879. 


10th August 1879.—Report received that the road over the Shuturgurdan is still 
unsafe, and that fruit sellers from Logar were obliged to return. (‘This kas again been 
brought to the notice of the orcign Minister, who has promised that the matter shall 
receive immediate attention). 1,000 men of the Malla Khel (nomad Ghilzais) started 
from Ghazni, by instigation of the Governor, to attack the Hazaras of Besud. The 
Hazaras heard of the move and collected to the extent of 3,000. The Malla Khel 
were defeated with a loss of five or six men. ‘Two causes are assigned for the conduct 
of the Governor of Ghazni. Ist, the Ghilzai nomads (Kuchis) go to Nawar to graze 
their flocks, and of Jate the Hazara tribe has plundered them. 2nd, Rajab Khan, a 
sreat friend of Mir Fateh Khan, one of the Hazara Chiefs, has a son in one of the 
cavalry regiments serving in Kurram, and during the campaign Rajab Khan con- 
templated visiting the British authorities, but the Governor of Ghazni having heard 
. ane intention imprisoned him. Mir Fateh Khan in retaliation attacked the Ghilzai 
erds. 

Yesterday the Amir sent for the officers of the Herat regiments and told them to bring 
up their men to receive pay. 


‘llth August 1879.—Yesterday two of the Herat regiments were paid. Two 
companies were deprived of their ammunition. It is supposed that gradually all the 
ammunition of these regiments will be taken away. 

_ It is said that General Daud Shah and the Mustaufi are displeased at the Amit’s 
interference direct in military and finance matters. 


12th August 1879.—It is reported that the Amir told his Attar-bashi yesterday that 
he intended going upon tour about the 20th of Ramzan. (I don’t place much reliance 
upon this report, as the Mustaufi and Foreign Minister have frequently told me that the 
A mir cannot leave the capital until he has settled all matters connected with Kabul and 
Its vicinity. —L. C.) 
ne All the ammunition of the six regiments from Herat has now been taken from them. 
hey have received their arrears of pay. Cholera has broken out among them in great 
severity. Large numbers have deserted, and the remainder have been granted furlough. 


8th August 1879.—Foreign Minister reported to the Envoy that a Turk, calling 
himself Said Husain Pasha, and stating that he had been taken prisoner by the Russians 
in the late Turkish war, and had been conveyed to St. Petersburg and released at the 
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conclusion of peace, arrived three days ago from Bokhara, and is about to proceed wig 
Kurram to Bombay. The Amir gave him some money for his journey, and desired the 
Yoreign Minister to report the matter to the British Envoy. " 

The Amir is said to be preparing a handsome “ khillut”” for the Mustaufi. 

The allowances and status of Khudai Nazr Khan, Wardak, have been confirmed as 
they were before. No ‘‘Sannad”’ to this effect has yet been given him. 

14th August 1879.—The Khanship of Asmatula Khan has, at last, been given to 
his cousin, Bahram Khan, who was yesterday presented with a dress of honour. 

Asmatula Khan has gone to Kulman and refuses to come to Kabul. 

Yesterday a daughter of Sirdar Muhammud Yusaf Khan, who was betrothed io the 
late heir apparent died of cholera. 

Two of the Kabul regiments received their pay yesterday. 

The Amir is angry with Sirdar Abdulla Khan (son of Sultan Jan of Herat) on 
account of his conduct in some private inheritance case. 

General Ghulam Hyder Khan sent a cavalry regiment and three infantry regiments 
from Turkestan against the Shaikh Ali tribe. The troops were beaten back twice, but 
finally compelled the tribesmen to retire, without being able to disperse them thoroughly, 
A Sowar in the cavalry regiment writes to a friend in Kabul, that General Ghulam 
Hyder Khan suddenly summoned back the regiments to Turkestan in consequence of 
the rebellion of Mir Muhammad Khan at Siripul. An engagement is said to have taken 
place in which General Ghulam Hyder Khan was defeated, and Syud Hasain Elbegi (an 
Uzbeg Chief in the Amir’s service) was killed. Ghulam Muhi-ud-din, son of Khwaja Nur 
Khan of Kabul, was wounded. Mir Muhammad Khan has 2,000 Turkoman horse in his 
employ. The tight took place at Bel Chiragh. (The Foreign Minister states that the 
rebellion of the Mir of Siripul took place immediately after the death of the late Amir, 
but that order was restored before he (Mullah Shah Mahummud) left Turkestan for 
Kabul. He further states that the Shaikh Ali Tribe has submitted, but this is not 
confirmed by travellers from Bamian, who assert that the road is still unsafe.) 

15th August 1879.—The representatives from the Mangal tribe are still at Kabul, 
waiting for the return of some of their number whom the Amir sent back to bring certain 
influential men who had not come to Kabul. 

A large number of men from the troops recently sent to Ghazni deserted on the march 
leaving their arms which have been sent to Kabul. 

Six infantry regiments intended to relieve those in Turkestan have moved out of the 
Sherpur cantonments to the Chaman east of the city. 

There are now 12 infantry regiments at Herat, six are Kabul regiments, and six are 
Hecrati. There are two Herati regiments quartered at: Maimench. 

16th August 1879.—The Foreign Minister by order of his Highness the Amir, 
brought a letter received from the Governor of Turkestan which contained the following 
communication from Mulla Muhammud Umr, Governor of Khumab, on the banks of tlic 
Oxus :—“ On Sunday the 14th of Shaban I reached the Kilif Ferry. A Kabul caravan 
‘** had arrived at the ferry. Some of the Mir of Kilif’s nen had come over the river to 
take toll from the caravan, and two or three men of Akcha had gone over to the other 
side. I asked them about the Russians. They said that three Russian officers with 
** three soldiers and an interpreter had come up the river in two boats. They passed 
“ one night at Charjui, and one night at Kilif. Early on the morning of the 14th they 
left for the ferries of Kara-Khwan and Shcrabad. It is said that they will go as far as 
the frontiers of Kulab. ‘Chey had no steamboat with them. They brought one large 
boat with six boatmen trom Organj, and another smaller one which worked with a 
screw. (?) These boats were dragged up the river with ropes. It is reported that 
* three or four other Russiaus with some soldiers in two boats have left Charjui, and 
* will reach Karki in a day or two.” 

A letter subsequently written was received from the Superintendent at the Chuchka 
ferry :—“ Thirty-three Russians accompanicd by some Mahomedans are coming up the 
* other bank of the Oxus from Khiva. [rom the Chuchka ferry to Patta (?) we kept 
“up this (Afghan) side, and they on the other side. They travelled in two ‘ Kaima’ 
* (boats ?). Ihave senta letter to Muhammud Hassan Khan, Zirmisher of 'Tashkurgan, 
“ to watch his own ferries.” 
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(Signed) L. Cavacnant, Major, 
Kabul, 19th August 1879. Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, Kabul. 
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No. 15. 
Telegram from Vicrroy, 6th September 1879, to Secretary or State. 


Durinc night of 4th September information reached Ali Khel that, on morning of 
3rd, British Embassy at Kabul was attacked by three revolting Afghan regiments, 
joined later by six others. Embassy defended itself when messengers left Kabul.  ‘T'o- 
night, letters received at Ali Khel from Amir leave no hope as to fate of Embassy. 
General Massey ordered to move from Ali Khel on Shuturgurdan to-morrow. General 
Roberts from Simla will reach Peiwar in five days and take command of rapid advance 
on Kabul. Colonel Baker will command one brigade. General Stewart ordered to hold 
Kandahar and threaten Ghazni, if necessary. 


No. 16. 
Tclegram from Viceroy, 6th September 1879, to Sucrerary or Stare, 


Two letters from Amir received at Ali Khel. Tirst, dated 3rd, 8 morning, says 
troops assembled for pay at Bala Hissar, suddenly broke out, stoned their officers, then 
rushed to Residency and stoned it; received volleys in return. The confusion reached 
height beyond control; people from city and surrounding country poured into Bala 
Hissar, began destroying artillery park and magazine. All troops and pcople attacked 
Residency. I, Amir, sent Daud Shah to help Envoy. He was unhorsed at Residency 
by stones and spears: is dying. 

Then I sent Yahya Khan and my own son with Koran, also Mullahs, to troops, but 
no use. Disturbance continues till now, evening; confusion is beyond conception. 
Letter ends. Second from Amir, dated 4th says, yesterday from morning till evening, 
thousands assembled to destroy Embassy ; much life lost both sides; at cvening they 
set fire to Residency. All yesterday up to now, I, with five attendants, have been 
hesieged ; have no certain news of Envoy whether he and his people have been killed in 
quarters or seized and brought out. 

Letters end. Telegram unfinished. Line interrupted. Will follow. 


No. 17. 
Telegram from Viceroy, 6th September 1879, to SecRETARY OF STATE. 


Following is remainder of Ameer’s last Jetter :— 

Troops, city, and surrounding country have thrown off yoke of allegiance. Daud 
Shah not expected to recover. All his attendants killed. Workshops and magazines 
totally gutted : in fact, my kingdom ts ruined. After God T look to the Government 
for aid and advice ; my true friendship and honesty of purpose will be clear as daylight. 
By this misfortune I have lost my friend the Envoy, and also my kingdom. Am terribly 
grieved and perplexed. 

: se follows Amir’s date seal. Both these letters are addressed to General 
oberts. 


No. 18. 
Telegram from Secrerany or Stare, 6th September 1879, to Viceroy. 


Derety grieved at news. Pray send further details immediately they are received. 


No. 19. 


Telegram from Srcrerary or Srate, 10th September 1879, to Viceroy. 


_ Tae carly occupation of Kabul is a necessity, and the advance upon it should be 
Imnediate. We assume supplies and communications assured. You may rely upon 
support of Government for most vigorous action. In selection of officers fit for the 
work you will be thoroughly supported. Complete domination at Kabul the first 
pomt. Until then future arrangements cannot be settled. Let me know at once in 
detail the time within which Kabul may be in our hands, the amount of forces available 
for ae and supports on each line, health of troops, provision for transport and 
supplies. 
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No. 20. 
Telegram from Vicrroy, 12th September 1879 to Secretary ov Srare, 


Genenat Mitirary Arrancements.—The force advancing on Kabul under General 
Roberts will consist of three batteries Artillery, one squadron British Cavalry, two and 
a half regiments Native Cavalry, three regiments British Infantry, four regiments 
Native Infantry, one company Sappers, in all about 6,500 men, divided into three 
brigades, one of Cavalry under General Massey, and two of Infantry under Generals 
Macpherson and Baker. ‘This force takes the country from Shuturgurdan to Kabul. 

The country from Shuturgurdan to Thull will be held by two batteries Artillery, 
two Native Cavalry, one British Infantry, five Native Infantry, or, in all, about 4,000 
men, under command of General J. Gordon. General H. Gough will have charge of 
communications of this force. 

Importance of Khyber line renders early organisation of force very urgent. It will 
consist of five batteries of Artillery, one and two-thirds British Cavalry, four Native 
Cavalry, two British Infantry, five Native Infantry, two companies Sappers, or, in all, 
6,600 men, in addition to the Peshawur garrison and the troops now holding the Khyber 
up to Lundikotal. This force will protect road from Peshawur to Gandamak, garrison 
intermediate stations, and provide a movable column to hold Jagdalak and communicate 
with Kabui. 

The reserve at Peshawur and Rawul Pindee will number about 5,000. Major General 
Bright will command this force; General C. Ross will command at Peshawur. General 
Doran thence to Basawal; General Arbuthnot thence to Jellalabad and Gandamak; 
and General C. Gough, the force onwards. 

Above force will represent a division capable of meeting all opposition, with its head- 
quarters at Kabul and army linc to base at Peshawur. It will have a secondary linc 
vid the Shuturgurdan till this pass is closed, from which time General Roberts must 
look for maintenance to Kabul and Peshawur. Khyber column is in active organisation. 
Troops are now advancing to occupy Dakka, and Guides are pushing on there and 
onward to Basawal. 





No. 21. 
No. 202 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Ionourable Viscount Crannnoox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorn, Simla, September 15, 1879. 

By the telegrams we have had the honour to despatch to you during the past 
week, your Lordship is already informed of the recent catastrophe at Kabul and the 
military measures which, in consequence of it, have been taken by this Government. 
We have now the honour to state in fuller detail, firs//y, the sources of such information 
as has reached us up to date respecting the murderous attack upon the British Mmbassy 
at the capital of Afghanistan; and, second/y, the considerations which have guided us 
in the adoption of immediate measures for inflicting prompt retribution on the 
perpetrators of this national cutrage, and re-establishing order at Kabul. 

2, Early in the morning of Friday, the 5th instant, information reached this Govern- 
ment by telegraph from Captain Conolly, its Political Assistant Officer at Ali Khel, 
that, on the 3rd instant, the British Mmbassy at Kabul had been attacked by certain 
mutinous Afghan regiments, and that Sir Louis Cavagnari and the members of his 
Mission were still defending themselves against overwhelming numbers, when the 
messenger who brought this intelligence left Kabul at noon on that day. 

3. Immediately on receipt of the above information Captain Conolly was instructed 
to inform the Amir by lettcr that the British Government. would hold Ilis Highness 
responsible for the personal satety of all the members of its Mission, and that the 
British troops would march to Kabul nuless we were immediately assured of the com- 
plete safety of the Embassy. Captain Conolly was simultancously ordered to Tet it be 
generally known upen the frontier that our troops were preparing to advance. General 
Stewart was at the same time instructed to stand fast at Kandahar, concentrating there 
all the troops previously under orders to return to India, Major St. Jolin and party 
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who were about to proceed to Herat were also instructed to remain at Kandahar until 
further orders. ; ; ; ; ; 

4, Late in the night of the 5th instant we_ received intelligence from Captain Conolly 
that letters had arrived at Ali Khel addressed by the Amir to General Roberts, and that 
the contents of these letters, as well as the statements of the messenger who brought 
them (an uncle of Padshah Khan, the great Ghilzai Chief) left no doubt as to the fate of 
the Embassy and escort. Captain Conolly’s telegram added that particulars would 
follow immediately ; and still later in the course of the same night, we received [rom 
him, by telegraph, the substance of a portion of the Amir’s two above-mentioned Iciters. 
This telegram ended abruptly, with a note by the Station Officer at Kohat that the wire 
at Thull had broken down; and it was not till the afternoon of the following day, 
September the 6th, that we received the continuation of it. The Amir’s letters dated 
respectively Wednesday, 3rd instant, 8 A.M., and Thursday, the 4th, have been since 
received, and translations are enclosed with this despatch. They appear to have been 
written in great grief and perplexity. The first letter relates hurriedly that the troops 
who had been assembled for pay at the Bala Hissar suddenly broke into mutiny, and 
assaulted the British Residency, after having stoned their officers; that they were 
received by the Residency with ‘a hail of bullets;” that the tumult was swelled by 
the troops from the outlying cantonments, and by the people of the city and the country 
around who destroyed the artillery park, magazine, and workshops; and that His 
Highness made three ineffectual attempts to restrain the assailants, sending first his 
Commander-in-Chief Daud Shah, who was beaten down by the mob and was supposed 
to be dying, then his son with Yahya Khan, the Governor of Kabul, and finally some 
Syuds and Mullahs. 

5. The Amir’s second letter states that the assault on the British Embassy was 
protracted with much loss of life on both sides from the morning till the evenmg of 
Wednesday, the 3rd instant, when the besiegers set fire to the Residency, and 
the Amir had been unable to discover whether the Envoy had perished or had been 
rescued. He goes on to declare that the catastrophe had been brought about by 
malcontent and seditious persons, for the disruption of his alliance with the British, and 
for the ruin of his Government; that he is shut up within his house with a few attendants, 
having totally lost authority and control over the troops and the people; and that he 
has used every effort in vain to suppress the disorder; that his kingdom has been 
brought to destruction by these events; but that after God his strong reliance is upon 
friendship and union with the British Government, from whom he solicits advice as to 
how he should act. He protests that he will maintain a firm hold on the friendship 
of the British Government, and that his sincerity and innocence will be made 
ce He concludes by deploring the loss of the Envoy, whereby his State 1s 
ruined. 

6. On the 6th instant, Captain Conolly telegraphed that Sirkai Khan, the bearer of 
the Amir’s first letter, had told him that Padshah Khan, who had visited the Embassy 
after the disaster, had seen there the dead bodies of the Envoy, staff, and escort, and 
added that of the latter some nine sowars were supposed to have escaped. He described 
the defence as very stubbom and the loss of the Kabulis as heavy. Sirkai Khan’s 
statement (just received by post and herewith enclosed) says, however, that he and 
Padshah Khan did not see the bodies of the British Officers; also, that the nine sowars 
pionges to a party of cleveu who were returning from grass-cutting, of whom two were 

led. 

7. Sirkai Khan states, further, that he with Padshah Khan and another were waiting 
at the Amir’s quarters to take leave of him, being about to leave for the Shuturgurdan, 
when the mutiny broke out, and they heard the sound of firing. ‘The Amir sent them 
to seme troops in the ‘“ Chaman,” whom they succeeded with some difficulty in pacifying ; 
they then returned to the Amir’s quarters, where they appear to have remained, without 
making any attempt to protect or rescue the Embassy, until the Residency had been 
taken and its defenders overpowcred. Sirkai Khan says that the Amir placed sentries 
round his own palaces, but that the soldiery were intent only upon taking the Residency ; 
and that the only troops who did not join the attack, and were ready to assist the 
ane were the artillery, who might have fired on the assailants had they received any 

rders, 

8. The written statements of Jellal-ud-din Khan, who arrived at Ali Khel on the 
night of the 4th instant, with the first intelligence of the assault on the British Embassy 
at Kabul, and of Mirza Niyaz Tajik of Panjsher, his servant, have reached us by post 
and are herewith enclosed. According to these statements three of the Amir’s regiments 
Whose pay was in arrears, and whom the above-mentioned informants state to have been 
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encamped in the Bala Hissar, on being offered one month’s pay refused it, demanded 
arrears, stoned their officers, pillaged the armoury, made a rush at the palace, and finding 
its gates closed, went off to attack the Residency. ° 

Jellal-ud-din and his servant also declare that General Daud Shah did his best to 
control the mutineers and was wounded in the attempt. Furthermore that the people 
of the city did not join in the affray, and that in the course of the attack on the Embassy 
its assailants were joined by six other regiments, some of which were also quartered in 
the Bala Hissar. ; 

9. It is not yet clear whether the troops who were being paid in the Bala Hissar had 
been admitted within the fort only for that purpose, or whether they were part of the 
fort’s garrison. But according to all our information up to date, the regiments which 
led the attack upon the British Embassy were apparently those lately returned to 
Kabul from Herat. These regiments were known to be in a very mutinous condition, 
To quarter them permanently within the Bala Hissar would have been to render 
nugatory the strong security otherwise afforded by its position against revolutionary 
outbreaks; and it seems scarcely credible that the Amir should have disregarded so 
obvious a consideration. On the other hand, to admit mutinous troops within the 
enclosure of the Bala Hissar even for the purpose of paying them off, would primd_facie 
appear to be an act of inexcusable rashness. But the information received from Sir 
Louis Cavagnari previous to the date of the outbreak renders such an act intelligible, as 
we gather from it that the Herati regiments in question had been previously deprived of 
their ammunition, and might therefore have been considered incapable of creating any 
serious disturbance. 

10. The Amir’s statement that ‘the city people of all classes” joined in the outrage 
is also apparently contradicted by the statements of Jellal-ud-din and his servant who 
say that “ the city people did not join in the affray.” We are not at present in a position 
to say which of these two statements is the more accurate. 

11. On the 8th instant, Captain Conolly telegraphed that two or three regiments were 
reported to have marched from Kabul towards Gardez and Spega, places lying west of 
our Jaji border, for the purpose of inciting the Ghilzais and Mangals of those parts to 
rise against us, and that Padshah Khan’s party were said to be greatly concerned and 
alarmed at what had taken place. Captain Conolly added that none of the messengers 
sent by him to obtain further information from Kabul had returned. And, in reply to 
inquiries from the Viceroy, he subsequently explained that the alarm and concern 
attributed in his above-mentioned telegram to Padshah Khan’s party, were caused partly 
by horror at the atrocity of the massacre and partly by a fear that they might be 
involved in the punishment of it as persons whose influence might have been exerted to 
incite or prevent it; but that this apprehension had probably been removed by subse- 
quent letters from him exhorting them to espouse our cause and promising rewards for 
service performed. On the 8th instant the Officer Commanding at Lundikotal also 
telegraphed reports that some of the tribes in that direction were stirring, but that these 
reports he had been unable to verify. Subsequent intelligence, not yet fully authen- 
ticated, mentions a movement of Kabul troops towards Jellalabad ; and on 10th General 
Doran telegraphed from Lundikotal a report that the Amir was sending messengers 
to Tirah and the Shinwaris, presumably of a character hostile to our advance on the 
Khyber line. 

12. On the 10th September Major St. Johu telegraphed from Kandahar that the 
Afghan Governor of that place had received a letter from the Amir giving an account of 
the attack on the Embassy and Jaying great stress on the energetic efforts made by him 
to effect its rescue. The Sirdar had also received a private letter from the Amir’s Chiet 
Munshi which concluded in these words: “In order that the Amir’s letters may be fit 
* to be shown, should you think it advisable to do so, I have inserted some words 
“ and phrases, such as are advisable at such a time.” 

13. On the same date Captain Conolly telegraphed the arrival at. Ali Khel of a man 
named Emam Buksh, a native of Jullundur, formerly in the Hyderabad (Sindh) Police, 
and latterly in the employ of Sir Louis Cavagnari, who stated that he was in the 
Residency during the attack upon it, and had escaped by hiding himself till nightfall in 
a drain under one of the baths. This man’s story, as briefly telegraphed to us, is to the 
effect that when the mutineers failed to storm the building they set fire te the wooden 
framework of the doorways below, under sheltcr of a verandah which runs round the 
house. They then surrounded it on all sides, and some ef the defenders were killed, 
others perished in the burning building. He says that Sir Louis Cavagnari was first 
wounded by a sword-cut, and afterwards crushed by a portion of the building which fell 
in; that the British and Native Officers fought with the most determined gallantry, and 
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that the defence only slackened when Sir Louis feli, and ammunition began to run short. 
Emam Buksh says that two cannons fired some shots, but this statement is inconsistent 
with the evidence of Sirkai Khan, who is probably a better witness. 

14. Two further telegrams subsequently received from Captain Conolly, but bearing 
the same date, namely, the 11th instant, contained the following information :—One of 
his spies just returned from Kabul stated that, so far as he could ascertain, the Amir, 
though he had not planned or foresecn the assault on the British Embassy, was so mis- 
trustful of regaining the confidence of the British Government that he had iow made 
up his mind to resist the advance of the British troops; that in this frame of mind he 
was actively invoking the support of his people, and had already despatched some 
cavalry and infantry to Zurmat and Spega; that from Gardez, a locality in the Zurmat 
district, news had been received of the arrival of three Afghan regiments with six guns 
from Ghazni, and that three more were expected to arrive shortly from Kabul; also 
arms for the people; and that preparations were being made there for an attack by the 
Spega route and in conjunction with the Machalgo Ghilzais, on the left flank of General 
Roberts’ advance upon Kabul. 

15. In the meanwhile a special messenger had arrived at Ali Khel with an unwritten 
message from the Amir asking our advice. To this message General Roberts has been 
instructed to address a written reply in conformity with the terms of our telegram to 
him of the 12th instant, a copy of which is herewith enclosed. The original letters 
addressed by the Amir to General Roberts on the 3rd and 4th September, only reached 
us on the 14th. The situation at Kabul must have altered materially since these 
letters were written ; and the Amir may possibly now be disinclined, and very probably 
may be unable, to act in accordance with the sentiments which these letters express, in a 
tone which is certainly favourable to a belief in his sincerity. Nevertheless we have 
thought it right at once to instruct General Roberts to inform His Highness that if his 
assurances are sincere, and if his reliance on the friendship of our Government is 
genuine, he has nothing to fear personally from the advance of our troops, and that his 
authority will be supported and restored. 

16. This is all the information received up to date by the Government of as 
respecting the assault on the British Embassy at Kabul and the massacre of Sir Louis 
Cavagnari and all the members of his Mission and escort. Before proceeding to describe 
and explain to your Lordship the measures that we are taking to repair and avenge this 
disaster, we deem it desirable to advert briefly to such portions of the communications 
received from Sir Louis Cavagnari from the date of his arrival at Kabul to that of the 
last letters received from him, as have any bearing upon the circumstances to which we 
owe the irreparable loss of that invaluable officer and his heroic companions. 

17. In July, Sir Louis Cavagnari had received confidential information from Bakhtiar 
Khan, his native agent, who died at Kabul before Sir Louis arrived there, that Sirdar 
Yahya Khan, the Amir’s father-in-law, was using his considerable influence over His 
Highness in a manner injurious to the Amir’s popularity, and decidcdly adverse to the 
Proper fulfilment of the Treaty engagements with the British Government. Sir L. 
Cayagnari, on reaching Kabul, confirmed these statements so far as they regarded the 
hostile and disaffected conduct of Sirdar Yahya Khan. But as regards the alleged ill- 
treatment of the so-called English party, he wrote that although these Sirdars were not 
being treated by the Amir in a liberal spirit he did not consider that there liad been 
“any actual infringement of the Amnesty Clause.” The general condition of the 
country and administration he described as disorganised and greatly in need of remedial 
measures ; the soldiery being dissatisfied on account of arrears of pay and a continuation 
of the unpopular compulsory enlistment ; the peasantry still depressed by the heavy 
taxes imposed by the late Amir and unable to obtain redress from the petty governors 
and revenue farmers; and the Sirdars discontented that no reversion had yet been made 
to the feudal system suppressed by Sher Ali; whilst he said that all these classes were 
disposed to look to the British Envoy for an immediate redress of grievances which 
could only be gradually removed by the Amir’s judicious exercise of his own authority 
IM proportion as it became consolidated. Sir Louis Cavagnari also mentioned that some 
Tegiments said to have left Herat ina somewhat disorganised manuer were expected at 
Kabul next day. And he added that the Amn’s “ demeanour and apparent desire to 

make. things comfortable for the Embassy left nothing to be desired ;” that no restrictions 
were placed on the movements of the Envoy, who went about freely, and was on the 
Most satisfactory terms with the Foreign Minister. On the 4th of August Sir Louis 
Cavagnari wrote that the Amir was well-intentioned, but too confident of his strength 
tund Without any good advisers, and that he was about to take an carly opportunity of 
Suggesting to Tis Highness the more important of the necessary reforms. On the Sth 
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of August, Sir Louis Cavagnari reported that three of the regiments returned to Kabul 
from Herat were in a very disorderly condition and clamorous for arrears of pay. On 
the 11th he reported that two of these regiments had been paid off and that they wore 
gradually being deprived of all their ammunition. On the 12th he reported that the 
ammunition of all the six regiments from Herat had been taken from them ; that they 
had received their arrears of pay; that large numbers had deserted, and that the 
remainder had been granted furlough. 

18. On the 14th August he reported that two of the Kabul regiments had also received 
their arrears of pay; and on the 16th, 17th, and 19th he reported news of large 
desertions amongst the Amit’s troops in various localities. Ina letter, bearing the last 
above-mentioned date, he referred to a fracas in which some men of his escort had been 
slightly assaulted and to which he did not appear to attach any serious importance, his 
remonstrances having been promptly and satisfactorily attended to by the Amir. This 
letter concluded with an expression of confidence in the Amir’s good disposition towards 
us, and in the satisfactory result of continuance in patient and friendly efforts for the 
gencral amelioration of the Afghan government and country. In reply to inquiries from 
the Viccroy whether the Amir was in immediate need of pecuniary assistance, the Envoy 
expressed his opinion that it would be undesirable to ofter such assistance until His 
Highness became more fully alive to the necessity for those administrative reforms which 
he hoped His Highness would be induced to adopt. Sir Louis Cavagnari, in his sub- 
seauent letters, made frequent allusion to the friendly mtercourse established between the 
men of his escort and those of the Amir’s regiments in Kabul, with whom they had, on 
several occasions. jcined in athletic exercises and sports. In none of his private letters, 
or official diaries, has Sir Louis Cavagnari at any time expressed the slightest appre- 
hension for his personal safety or that of the members of his Mission. We received 
continual and increasingly satisfactory reports of the freedom with which the Envoy and 
his staff were in the habit of moving about the city and its environs; the demeanour 
of the people ; and the friendly intercourse between the escort and the Afghan troops. 
The danger of what has actually occurred, namely, an overwhelming attack upon 
the Residency itself, seemed precluded by the location of the Residency within the 
fortifications of the Bala Hissar and close to the palace of the Amir; and here it should 
be remembered that the establishment of the British Residency at Kabul was determined, 
in the negotiations which preceded the Treaty, by the express stipulation of the Amir 
himself, who declared that nowhere else in Afghanistan could he answer for the Resident’s 
safety. In his last private letter to the Viceroy, dated August 30th, Sir Louis Cavagnari 
wrote that the Amir showed no disposition to conciliate or treat with generosity those 
persons who have had communications with us during the war; that their liberal treat- 
ment would, no doubt, be greatly to the Amir’s own interests ; but that there could be 
no question as to his perfect right to withhold from them the allowances or lucrative 
appointments they were desirous of obtaining; that neither in person nor in property 
had they been subjected to molestation on account of their connexion with us; and that 
the Amir had “done nothing, and will do nothing opposed to the letter of the Treaty.” 
Sir Louis added, “I have nothing whatever to complain of on the part of the Amir or 
“his Ministers, though there are many matters I wish I could influence him about. 
« There is no doubt that his authority is weak throughout the whole of Afghanistan. 
This is not to be wondered at after the years of misrule and oppression on Shere Ali 
«* Khan’s part. But if he keeps straight with us he will pull through it. * * * * 
« Tis conduct. of forcign relations is apparently all that could be desired * * * TI 
“ have no doubt that when disaffected persons see that they get no encouragement from 
us, things will settle down; and, if Yakub Khan will only adopt a little more con- 
ciliation, and show his sabjects that he is not going to use our safeguard as a means of 
« grinding them down, all will go well.” Sir Louis Cavagnari’s above-mentioned con- 
fidential letter to the Viceroy concludes with the assurance that “ notwithstanding all 
“ people say against him, I personally believe that Yakub Khan will turn out to be a 
« very good ally, and that we shall be able to keep him to his engagements.” The 
latest communications received from Sir Louis Cavagnari were chiefly in reference to the 
Amir’s expressed desire to visit the Viceroy at Calcutta if possible at the close of the 
present year ; and his last telegram, dated 2nd instant, that is to say the day before the 
attack on the En:bassy, gave no indication of any threatened danger, and concluded with 
the words “ ali well.” 

19. We have now laid before your Lordship a brief and impartial statement of all the 
information respecting the circumstances of the British Embassy at Kabul, received by 
us, conlidentially as well as officially, by private as well as by public channels, previous 
and subsequent to, the date of its destruction on the 3rd instant. We are not at present 
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in a position to verify or analyse this Information, and we deem it altogether premature 
to draw from it any positive conclusions as regards either the past, the present, or the 
future, except in reference to the plain duty now before us of doing all in our power to 
repair the unprovoked calamity which has occurred, and punish the perpetrators of the 
unprecedented national crime which has been committed. It remains to report to your 
Lordship the steps which have been taken, and are still being taken, by us in the 
recognition and perforinance of this imperative public duty. 


20. The obligation to undertake and complete this duty with the utmost possible 
promptitude has been imposed upon us at a time when our frontier garrisons are 
weakened by the periodical sickness prevalent in those localities at this season of the 
year, when the greater number of the troops employed in Southern Afghanistan during 
the late campaign were under orders to return to India, and when the undisturbed tran- 
quillity of our new frontier, and financial considerations dictated by the continued 
depreciation of our currency, justified every possible retrenchment of expenditure com- 
patible with the efficient administration of the Empire. The first intelligence of the 
outrage at Kabul received by us on the morning of the 5th instant, left room to hope 
that Sir Louis Cavagnari and the members of his Mission had not yet perished, and that 
if the defence of the Residency could be maintained for a short while longer the lives of 
its inmates might still be saved. Jn the course of that day two alternative plans of 
action were prepared and organised in the minutest detail, one of them being based on 
the assumption that it might be still possible to save the lives of the Envoy and his 
companions. The intelligence received during the night of the 5th, although imperfect, 
annihilated the hope which had inspired this plan, and on the morning of the 6th instant 
measures were decided on in reluctant recognition of the fact that our object could no 
longer be confined to the rescue of the Embassy. 


21. General Roberts, who, being a member of the Army Comuiission, was at Simla on 
the morning of the 6th, started in the afternoon of that day for Kurram, with orders to 
lose no time in advancing upon Kabul in command of a force of about 6,500 men. 

22. General Massey had been already instructed to re-occupy the Shuturgurdan at 
once and commence concentration at that point of carriage and supply for the above- 
mentioned force. This operation was successfully completed without opposition on the 
evening of Thursday last, the 11th instant. 


23. As stated in paragraph 3 of this despatch General Stewart had been ordered carly 
on the 5th instant to re-occupy Kandahar, and on the 6th instant he telegraphed that, the 
town had been.re-occupicd, permission to reside within tie citadel and under the protection 
of our troops being given to the Afghan Governor, to whom the administration of 
Kandahar had been previously made over, but who on receipt of the information com- 
municated to him by General Stewart had expressed anxiety to be closely associated 
with the British authority. 

24. On the same day a force of 6,500 men in addition to the Peshawur garrison and 
the troops already holding the Khyber Pass up to Lundikotal was detailed for operations 
along that line and placed under the command of Brigadier-General C. Gough, with 
orders to protect the road from Peshawur to Gandamak, and provide a moveable column 
for holding Jagdallak and establishing communications with Kabul. At the same time 
measures were taken for securing an efficient reserve of 5,000 men between Peshawur 
and Rawal Pindee. The Khyber and Kurram forces, as thus constituted, represent a 
division capable of dealing with the resistance likely to be opposed to it and having its 
head-quarters at Kabul with its army line base at Peshawur, and a secondary line across 
the Shuturgurdan till that pass is closed by the first winter snowfall. 


25. Many of the transport animals of the Kurram force had, during the previous 
months, suffered from sickness, and the remainder had to a great extent been dispersed 
to graze where they were not immediately available for employment beyond the 
Shuturgurdan. To expedite the advance of the entire force under General Roberts, it 
was consequently necessary to collect at that point carriage and supply for 6,500 men ; 
and this could only be done with a minimum of difficulty and delay by denuding the 
Peshawur Valley ficld force of all its available transport. The rapidity of the advance 
upon Kabul by the force under General Roberts will greatly depend on the assistance, 
OF opposition, it may receive from the Ghilzai tribe, who, if willing, could largely con- 
tribute to the transport required for this force. Captain Conolly was consequently 
Instructed to loge no time in securing the active co-operation of the two chief men of this 
important tribe—Padshah Khan, and his brother, Allal-ud-din Khan. On the 9th 
instant, he reported to us that he -hoped this would be arranged; although Padshah 
Khan was still at Kabul and might possibly be detained there by the Amir if His 
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Highness were disposed to resist our advance. Every effort has been and will be mad 

to complete within the shortest possible time the collection of transport requisite for the 
equipment of the entire force organised for operations along the Khyber line; and for 
this purpose all parts of the empire have been placed under requisition. The experienc 

of the late campaign had convinced us of the urgent necessity of a thorough 
organisation of our Commissariat Department with special reference to the difficulties of 
transport and supply, and this was one of the important questions submitted by us to the 
Army Commission now sitting at Simla. Unfortunately, necessity has now arisen for 
immediate effort, on an almost unprecedented scale, in regard to the speedy collection of 
transport, before our receipt of the report anticipated from the Army Commission at the 
end of next month, and consequently before the possibility of any complete re-organisation 
of our Commissariat Department. In view, however, of our anticipated difficulties in 
collecting and organising transport for renewed and extended operations in Afghanistan 
we have created a new office separated from the Military Department and placed in more 
immediate communication than was possible between the Commissariat branch of that 
department, between the Commander-in-Chief on the one hand and the head of the Civil 
Government on the other. This office we have placed under the direct management of 
Lieut.-General Sir Michael Kennedy, R.E., K.C.S.I., in whose administrative abilities 
we have great confidence, and who has been invested with special powers for the 
expeditious conduct of its business. This officer, as Comptroller General of the Com- 
missariat, will be responsible for the supply of transport to the various columns detailed 
for field operations ; but, on their receipt of the transport thus supplied, it will be treated 
as regimental equipment, for the supervision and organisation of which the responsibility 
will rest exclusively with the commanding officers concerned. 


26. In consequence of the reports received by us on the evening of the 11th instant 
that Afghan troops and artillery were mustering in Zurmat to attack the left flank of 
General Roberts’ advance upon Kabul, and that Herat regiments were advancing upon 
Jellalabad, whilst Dakka was being occupied by the Mohmand tribe with the support of 
some Afghan cavalry, we determined, on the morning of the 12th instant, to reinforce 
General Roberts by two squadrons of Bengal Cavalry, one regiment of British Infantry, 
one Mountain Battery, and three Native Infantry regiments. We also deemed it prudent, 
instead of pushing on the advance guard of our Khyber force with the rapidity previously 
considered desirable, to concentrate it at Lundikotal pending the completion of carriage 
for the whole force, so as to prevent all menace to our Khyber communications whilst 
preparations are still being made for a general advance upon that line at the earliest 
possible date. ‘These decisions are now being carried out. We are not yet in a position 
to say whether the information on which they were promptly taken was absolutely 
accurate ; but we have deemed it inexpedient to incur the smallest risk in our advance 
upon Kabul either by the Kurram or the Khyber line; and the commencement of that 
advance will not be delayed by the above-mentioned re-inforcement of it. We are 
unable to speak with any confidence as to the real disposition and desire of the Amir at 
the present moment. We do not as yet believe him to be guilty of any instigation or 
distinct foreknowledge of the murderous assault on the British Embassy ; and indeed it 
is incredible that he should not have perceived the extreme jeopardy in which such an 
event must place his own interests. But it is clear that even at that time his authority 
was very weak, and we feel bound to assume that at the present moment he must be so 
powerless in the hands of the Afghan mutineers and rebels that little or nothing can be 
expected from his personal action or influence, whatever his disposition may be. 


27. General Roberts reached Ali Khel yesterday evening, and we have reasou to hope 
that his advanced guard under Brigadier General Baker will reach Kushi on ‘Tuesday 
the 16th instant. Kushi is about 48 miles from Kabul, and the intervening country is 
perfectly open. A bumper harvest in the Logar valley and surrounding Ghilzai country 
promises abundant local supply for our troops beyond Shuturgurdan, from which the 
force under General Roberts will carry with it provision of its own for ten days’ supply. 
The march from Shuturgurdan to Kabul, if opposed, may last ten days. If unopposed, 
it will doubtless be much more rapid; but, as General Roberts will take with him all his 
available carriage, exclusive reliance cannot be placed on his Kurraim line of communications 
after he has crossed the Shuturgurdan, and it is possible that this line may be effectually 
closed by snow early in the month of November next. For this reason we fully realise the 
paramount importance of losing no time in the active development of the Khyber line, 
to which the base of the force now advancing on Kabul under Gencral Roberts must 
be transferred six weeks hence. But the measures we ure now taking for this purpose 
justify the anticipation that almost as soon as, and possibly before, General Roberts can 


39 


reach Kabul from the Shuturgurdan, General Bright will be in a position to establish 
communications with him from Gandamak. 

98. In his Jatest telegram of the 13th, General Roberts reports that the troops placed 
at his disposal should be ample for the work before them, and that they are in cxccllent 
spirits. The tribes are working well with him from Thul as far as Ali Khel; the inde- 
pendent Ghilzais beyond are being tampered with by emissaries from Kabul ; but 
General Roberts hopes to forestall any scrious effects. We learnt yesterday, with great 
relief and satisfaction, that Nawab Sir Ghulam Hussan Khan, who had heen sent from 
Kandahar to join Sir L. Cavagnari at Kabul, had errived safely upon the Shuturgurdan. 

29. Sir Robert Sandeman has telegraphed that the country round Quetta is quiet, that 
the good disposition of the Chiefs and people of those parts has been unaffected by the 
event at Kabul, and that His Highness the Khan of Khelat has offered to assist the British 
Government to the utmost of his power. 

30. The Viceroy has already informed your Lordship by telegraph that our financial 
position and prospects at the present moment are fortunately such as to occasion no 
difficulty, and cause no anxiety, in providing for the cost of the unexpected military 
operations above described. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 21. 


STATEMENT regarding the disaster at Kasux on 3rd September 1879. 


JeLLAL-uL-piIn Kuan, just arrived from Kabul, says: “ Yesterday about 9 a.m. sound 
“ of firing in Bala Hissar. I live in the (deceased) Mir Munshi’s house in Bagh 
“ Nawab, far from the Residency. | sent three men to ascertain cause ; (one has never 
“ returned), the other two, one of whom is known as Babajee (whose wife was wet-nurse 
“ to the Mir Munshi’s daughter) returned to say that three regiments of infantry on 
“duty in Kabul had, on being offered that morning one month’s pay, refused it, 
“ demanded arrears, and on not getting it, attacked the Residency quarters, killing and 
“ wounding some of the escort and removing some horses (among them Sir Louis’ own 
“horse, a bay Wazeeri); after which two or three companies went to the ‘ Mistri 
“ Khana,’ ”’ and seized some arms and ammunition (the remainder surrounding the 
Residency) ; and then a fresh attack was made on the Residency, guns being brought 
up to join in the attack, the Residency being defended by Sir Louis and staft and 
escort. ‘The city people were ready to defend themselves and property. The attack 
continued and increased ; and being unable to get to or afford the Residency any aid, 
after removing the Mir Munshi’s family, I left Kabul with Babajee and galloped off 
towards Ali Khel and Kurram to give the news. I have travelled incessantly and 
without food: my knees are rubbed sore and eyes bloodshot. 

(True—A. C.) 


heard before leaving that the regiments intended attacking the Amir. Six other 
regiments in quarters at Shahr Naw and Bala Hissar had come to the city to plunder, 
some returned with plunder, the rest to join the attack. I heard that Daud Shah tried 
to prevent the attack and was wounded. The fastening of sling of my sword is undone 


by the jolting at a gallop. 
(‘True—A. C.) 


Enclosure 2 in No. 21. 

Mirza Niyvaz Task of Panjsher, servant of Jellal-ud-din (whose wife used to suckle 
the deceased Munshi’s children) states that he was present at the disbursement of pay 
to the three regiments (without arms), which are in camp at Chaman, at the Bala 
Hissar, Saif-ud-din Brigadier was present; Muhammud Karim’s Regiment refused to 
take one month’s pay, demanding arrears from two months before the * Nawroz ” (21st 
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March). A mutineer and ringleader on throwing down his pay was thrashed by the 
Brigadier and Colonel, on which the men rose and stoned their Colonel and rushed of 
to the armoury and seized the arms and made a rush at the Amir’s quarters, but. the 
gates were shut to, on which they went off, after hurling stones and clods at the Amir’s 
doors, to the Residency ; the escort turned out and fired on them, killing and woundin 
some 10 or 12 men, and closed the gates ; by this time sume of the horses of the Guide 
Cavalry and of the Embassy were carried off. Brisk firing was now kept up by the 
soldiers trom below on the Residency and returned by the officers of the Iembassy and 
the escort from their upper-story : the crowd suffering heavily, whereas their fire seemed 
to have no effect. The regiment brought up a gun from the “ Top-khana,” but having 
no ammunition could not use it (nor did T hear the sound of artillery firing as I was 
leaving Kabul). I now ran off to tell Jellal-ud-din, and we decided on coming away 
(as we could give no aid) to inform the English. We got away by some excuse, and 
rode here as hard as we could. Daud Shah, Commander-in-Chief, did. his best to 
control the mutinecrs, but was shot at and knocked over with stones. The officers di 
not join these men, but were powerless to prevent them. The only road to the 
‘© ’Top-khana” lies exposed to the fire of the Residency; the only other way in which 
they could get ammunition would be (if) it were let down to them from the fort walls 
by the Kabuli sentries. The city people had not joined in the affray, but were all ready 
to protect themselves and property. The three regiments were joined by three from 
the new cantonment of Shahr Naw and three from the Bala Hissar itself, making nine 
in all; also by the cavalry on foot and artillery (without guns). The portion of the 
Bala Hissar occupied by the Residency is surrounded on tie north by a hill, east by a 
portion of Bala Hissar itself, south by open ground, west by part of Bala Hissar 
containing magazine. The Amir and the Embassy are completely surrounded. A man 
might escape at night by letting himself down into the open country from a balcony. 
There is no well in the Residency or Amir’s quarters; the Amir probably has enough 
tood tor three or four weeks by him: the “ Sahibs” for two or three days; the Amir 
cannot supply the Embassy now, as it is impossible for him to reach them. 
(Taken by myself.) 
(Signed) A. Cono.ty, 
Ali Khel, the 4th September 1879. Captain, Political Officer. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 21. 


Transtation of a Letter from Amir Yakus Kuan to Genera Sir F, Roserts, dated 15th 
Ramazan 1296 H. (3rd September 1879). 


Arrrr Compiiments.—Be it known to you that in accordance with the divine decree 
which man cannot evade by his contrivance or precaution, at 8 o’clock (a.m.) to-day, 
Wednesday, the 15th Ramazan (September), the troops who had been collected in the 
Ark (citadel) of the capital to receive their pay, having all of a sudden and unex- 
pectedly raised an uproar and tumult, first stoned their own officers and, afterwards, 
all in 1 body ran towards the quarters of the British Envoy Plenipotentiary. On one 
side stones were hurled, on the other side began a hail of bullets from within the Embassy 
(Sarai) ; and thus the fire of disturbance, rebellion, and mutiny blazed up; so it could 
be checked or remedied by no kind of means. Then immediately all the troops at 
Sherpur and Chaman, outside the citadel, and the city people in successive crowds 
having entered the citadel to plunder the factories, the artillery, and the arsenal; and 
tlien both the soldicry and the city people hastened towards the residence of the Envoy. 
Meanwhile I ordered Daud Shah Khan, the Commander-in-Chicf, to this Minister's 
assistance. No sooner had he arrived at the door of the Minister’s residence than he 
was felled by the soldiers with stones and spears and is now ina dying statc. I then 
sent Sirdar Yahya Khan and my own son and heir-apparent, with the Koran, the book 
of God, in their hands towards the troops; but this also was of no avail. Then I 
deputed the Syuds and the priests, one after the other in their order; but this also 
produced no good. Up to this moment, viz., the “ as” (4 o’clock), the fight is going 
on It now remains to be seen what the result of this will be, and what consequences 
will follow this alarming and lamentable occurrence. I have written this for your 
information. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 21. 


Transtation of a Letter from Aare Yakos Kuan to Generar Sie I, Ronenrrts, of the 
16th Ramazan 1296H.= (September 4, 1879). 


Arrer complinents.— Be it known to you that yesterday, Wednesday, the 15th 
Ramazan (September 8rd) from eight in the morning until evening, thousands of people 
collected for a determined attack on the person of the (British) Envoy, and a fight and 
slaughter on both sides took place. At the “ Asr” (4 o'clock) prayers they set fire to 
the residence of the Envoy, and I with a few (/’¢. five) of my attendants and adherents 
am besieged from yesterday until this day, Thursday, the 16th. I have no certain 
intelligence of the Envoy’s condition. I know not whether he with his attendants has 
been slain or some one has rescued him from destruction. Although this event has 
befallen in accordance with the divine deercce, still a few (did. five) evil-disposed and 
seditious persons, who disliked and opposed the alliance and friendship between the two 
Governments, are the authors of this dangerous commotion, and have stirred up the 
populace to bring about the ruin of this State, and (i.e, by) the murder of the Envoy, 
and having thus shed blood have brought the matters to such a pitch that the Afghan 
Government has been destroyed and ruined: this is for me a day of the utmost distress, 
as I am confined within my house, and my few attendants and adherents remain prepared 
to defend me and my family. All the troops and the city people, and the people of the 
country adjacent, have united in open revolt from my authority. I am using every effort 
and expedient and device in my power to suppress this outbreak; but it is to be seen 
with what effect. 

Daud Shah Khan, the Commander-in-Chief, whom I had sent yesterday to the 
assistance of the Envoy, is now lying wounded and bruised with stones, spears, and blows 
from the butt ends of guns, and is not expected to live. Those of his attendants who 
accompanied him have all been killed. The factories and the arsenal have been sacked, 
the soldiers and the people have plundered all at their pleasure. In short, my kmgdom 
has by these events been destroyed, and after God my strong reliance is upon friendship 
and union with the British Government, which should communicate with and counsel 
me what it considers advisable and expedient, and what it thinks proper—in accordance 
with the requirements of the terms of perfect friendship and mutual understanding—for 
the extinguishing of this flame of tumult and crime, and for extricating me from this 
circle of fear and peril—so that I may act accordingly. Let this not remain hidden 
from the minds of those in charge of the British Government that so long as [ live I will not 
let go my grasp of the skirt of friendship with, and attachment to the British Government. 
By God’s will the fact of my cordial friendship and my sincerity, and the innocence of my 
heart has been and will be clear and manifest as the dawn to the (British) Government. 
By this affair, in which [ have lost my true friend the Itnvoy, and through which my 
State has been utterly damaged and broken up, I have become greatly distracted, and 
am in distress and confusion as to what I should do. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 2i. 


Statement of Strcat Kuan, uncle of Pansian Kuan, 


Padshah Khan, Allal-ud-din Khan, and [live in a quarter of Kabul known as the 
Bala-joi. Shortly after sunrise we all three went to pay our respects to the Amir; 
Padshah Khan wished to take Icave before starting for the Shuturgurdan, which he had 
been told to look after. While we were waiting to be received, a Munshi, who had 
been disbursing pay to Muhammad Karim’s Regiment at the office about 150 yards off, 
hurricd up and passed on to the Amir’s apartments, and we heard the sound of firing 
from the office. The Amir called Padshah Khan, and a Jabbarkbel Chief upstairs, and 
sent them out with the “ Koran” to quiet the troops in the Chaman (or plain), of which 
one regiment had mutinied at the office. Padshah Khan and I and the heir-apparent 
and Sirdar Yahya Khan went accordingly to the Chaman ; and though we were roughly 
handled, we suceeeded in preventing these two Regiments from joining the rest. A 
messenger now arrived from the Amir to say the Residency was being attacked and 
Daud Shah had been sent by the Amir to quell the disturbance, but had been badly 
stoned and speared, and was with difficuity saved by a few men. After a while we 
returned to the Amir’s quarters, which were almost deserted, and waited in an outer 
courtyard till the afternoon: all this time the firing was going on. A messenger came 
to us to say the Residency had been set. on fire, and we saw the smoke rising and in a 
short time the firing which had become tremendous, ceased. We went over to the 
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Residency, Padshah Khan and I. There was « great crowd of men jostling each other 
and gutting the place. We could not get close enough to recognise any one, nor did 
we see the bodies of the Sahibs, but the corpses of both sides were lying thick about 
the place. We returned to the courtyard, and then a letter arrived from the Amir 
which Padshah Khan desired me to take to Kurram. I left after night-fall and came 
away as quick as I could, bringing a footman with me from Surkhab (Abdool Rahman 
servant of the Embassy Mchmandar, caught me up at Drekhula). As I was leaving 
Kabul, sowars of a Kabul regiment in camp on the Chaman told me that out of 11 Ten 
sowars and grass cutters, on return from getting grass, were met. :* two 
killed and nine saved by the Ressaldar of the Regiment above- 
mentioned ; they were alive when I came away: I was told they were Sikhs as well as 
Mahomedans. After Daud Shah was wounded the Amir placed sentries round the 
palace and did not show himself. The soldiery did not concern themselves about him 
but were intent on taking the Residency. The only troops who did not join in the 
affray and were ready to assist the Amir, were the Artillery who stood to their guns; 
had they had any officer to direct them they might have fired on the infantry and helped 
the Embassy. Numbers of the cavalry and infantry dispersed after the affair was over. 
(Taken by myself.) 

Camp Ali Khel, (Signed) A. Conotty, Capt. 

The 6th September 1879. Political Officer. 


* Sie. in orig. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 4th September 1879. 


From Caprain Conoizy, Ali Khel, to Gencrat Sir F. Roserrts, Simla. 


A an, who says he is in Sir Louis Cavagnari’s service, has arrived in hot haste from 
Kabul, and solemnly states that yesterday morning the Residency was attacked by three 
regiments who had mutinied for their pay, they having guns and being joined by a 
portion of six other regiments. The Embassy and escort were defending themselves 
when he left Kabul about noon yesterday. I hope to receive further news. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 5th September 1879. 
From Foreten Secretary, Simla, to Captain Cononty, Ali Khel. 


Your telegram to General Roberts giving news from Kabul of attack on Residency. 
Send immediately a letter to the Amir referring to report received, and conveying 
message from Viceroy that British Government holds His Highness strictly responsible 
for personal safety of Cavagnari and whole British Mission. Add that troops will 
march on Kabul if not immediately assured of complete safety of Mission, and give out 
publicly that troops are preparing to march at once. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated Sth Se; .ember 1879. 


From Carrain Conouxiy, Ali Khel. 


A servant and companion of Jellal-ud-din has come in from Rokian and confirms his 
statement in all matters except as regards the guns being used. 





Enclosure 9 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 5th September 1879. 


From Caprain Conotty, Ali Khel, to Generar Roserts, Simla. 


Lerrers from the Amir brought by Sirkhai Khan, uncle of Padshah Khan, as well as 
their own statements, leave no hope as to fate of Embassy and escort. Particulars 
follow immediately. 
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Enclosure 10 in No. 21. (Extract.) 
Telegram, dated 6th September 1879. 


From Capratn Conotiy, Ali Khel, to Forttcn Secretary, Simla. 


Smkat Kuan, bearer of Amir’s first letter, confirms previous reports of disaster, and 
describes how Padshah Khan visited the spot and saw the dead bodies of Envoy, staff, 
and escort. Of the latter, some nine sowars are said to have been out getting grass that 
day and were not killed with the rest; defence was very stubborn and loss of Kabulis 
heavy, put down at 100, or more. Finding they could not storm the place, the 
mutineers set fire to the doorway below, and, when that gave way, swarmed in and up 
to the upper story, overwhelmed the defenders, and sacked the place. 

The second letter was brought by another messenger, servant of the Embassy 
Mehmandar, whose story in all but a few unimportant details is the same as that first 
received. 

Ihave detained the Kabul messengers pending receipt of instructions as to line of 
policy to follow, and what to communicate to Amir, or Padshah Khan. The former 
invokes our aid; the latter expresses himself, through his messenger, anxious to serve 
us. Once in Logar valley, where they have had a bumper harvest, we could live on 
the country. 

I beg’ to cancel my application to be relieved. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 21. 
Telegram, No. 2376 E.P., dated 6th September 1879. 


From Foreicn Secretary, Simla, to Carrain Conouty, Ali Khel. 


Your telegram 6th. Reply to Amir at once from Viceroy that a strong British force 
under General Roberts will march speedily on Kabul to his relief from Shuturgurdan, 
and that he should usc all his resources to co-operate with and facilitate the advance of 
the troops through his country. Roberts will send detailed instructions. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 7th September 1879. 


From Captain Conotzy, Ali Khel, to Forrien Secretary, Simla. 


My letters to Amir and Padshah Khan run as follows (they have just been des- 
patched by Sirkai Khan, who will make all haste to relieve and acquaint the Ghilzais 
of what is expected of them en route) : 

To the Amir—Viceroy informs you that a strong British force under General Roberts 
will move speedily on Shuturgurdan and Kabul. You should do all in your power to 
help with supplies, carriage, &c. It is (?) advisable that Padshah Khan should see to 
the ere revive the dik, and communicate daily with General Roberts through 
myself. 

To Padshah Khan—After consulting with the Amir, you should at once go yourself, 
or depute your brother, Allal-ud-din Khan, along with Sirkai Khan, to the Shutur- 
gurdan, and secure, through the Ghilzais, the safe passage of our convoys, &c., and 
security of roads from Karatiga to Kushi. For this you shall be paid down one year’s 
subsidy as latcly fixed by the Amir, and also receive the subsidy monthly from us for 
such time as you may render aid, or as shall be fixed by the British Government, 
together with any other honours or rewards which your services, on the approval of the 
British Government, may entitle you to. Use the dik or special messengers daily to 
acquaint General Roberts, through me, with the truc state of affairs. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 21. 
Telegram 2381 E.P., dated 7th September 1879. 


From Forrtcn Srcretary, Simla, to Carrain Conouty, Ali Khel. 
Your telegram 7th. Your Ictter to Amir should state particularly that the force 
marches on Kabul to his assistance. Add that Viceroy requests His Highness to keep 
F 2 
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bim constantly informed regarding his own personal safety, and the circumstances of his 
position, and affairs at Kabul. 





Enclosure 14 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 7th September 1879. (Extract.) 
From Carrain Conotty, Ali Khel, to Foreran Secretary, Simla. 


J seuizve the prompt action of Government will have the best possible effect on the 
tribes here. I have sent for representatives, Maliks of all Jaji sections, to exhort them 
to show their loyalty, by preserving order, by giving all necessary assistance, and > 
plainly telling their neighbours beyond our frontier of the inutility and hopelessness of 
any hostile demonstration. 


Enclosure 15 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 7th September 1879. 


From Carrain Conotry, Ali Khel, to Foretan Secretary, Simla. 
Have written to the Amir in accordance with terms of your telegram of to-day. 





Enclosure 16 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 8th September 1879. 


From Carrain Conotty, Ali Khel, to Forrien Secrrtary, Simla, 


Two or three Regiments are said to have marched from Kabul towards Gardez and 
Spega which lie west of our Jaji border to incite the Ghilzais and Mangals of those parts 
to rise. Accounts differ as to whether they are cavalry or infantry. Padshah Khan’s 


party said to be greatly concerned and alarmed at what has taken place. None of my 
messengers back from Kabul yet. 





“nclosure 17 in No 21. 
Telegrain, dated 9th September 1879. 
From Capratn Conotry, Ali Khel, to Foruten Sucrvrary, Simla, 


An Afghan, who says he constantly visited the Envoy, confirms previous accounts, 
highiy extols the stubbornness of defence and gallantry of the British Officers, upbraids 
the cruelty and cowardice of the Kabulis in murdering guests and strangers, says there 
were 12 regiments implicated, that first a gateway leading into the Residency courtyard 
was burst open, and there such a resolute stand made with rifle, sword, and bayonet, that 
the assailants were checked; but they set fire to the house, and the defenders charging 
out sword in band were all slain and the place completely wrecked : loss of Kabulis 
including some city people stated at 210, may be read 410. A guard of Guide Cavalry out 
with grass-cutters cscaped, not known where. Amir, terribly perplexed, and confused 
aut the reproach to his name, is in privacy with a few faithful Sirdars, and is sure to come 
personally to apologise to the Government, as the regiments had got beyond his control. 
Nawab Gholam Hussan Khan expected on 7th instant. Amir intends making his 
excuses to him. Rumour that the sepoys were taken and are still alive. Will continue 
to give news, for I have friends with the Amir, though I dare not venture out myself. 


Enclosure 18 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 10th September 1879. 
From Carrain Conotny, Alt Khel, to Foreign Secrerary, Simla. 


A xanar_ belonging to Embassy who was outside Residency when attack took 
place has escaped and arrived at Karatiga; says attack began morning, Residency fired 
noon, but fight continued till evening, guns taking part ; belicves no one escaped, hid 
himself and travelled by night; saw no troops on road. 
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Enclosure 19 in No, 21. 
Telegram, dated 10th September 1879. (Extract.) 
From Captain Conotty, Ali Khel, to ’oreien Secretary, Simla. 


Emam Buxsn, native of Jullundur, once in Hyderabad (Sind) Police, and lately in 
Sir Louis Cavagnari’s secret employ, was present at mutiny of troops, and throughout 
fight in Residency. ‘Two guns were used, but fired only some eight shots. Says the 
mutineers, under shelter of a balcony which ran round the building, set fire to it, and 
that the defenders were partly killed, partly smothered, and burnt alive. Sir Louis was 
rendered senseless by a cut from behind which clove his head, and was immediately 
afterwards crushed by a portion of wall and building roof which fell in. Jenkyns and 
Hamilton were shot, and scorched or burnt to death. Doctor Kelly, being shot, lived till 
next morning, when the mutineers returned, butchered him and all who were alive, 
stripping and mutilating their bodies in the most horrible way. The Sikh Jemadar 
defended the Envoy most gallantly, and struck off the head of his murderer with one 
blow. A Sikh Duffadar ran out and slew eight men with his own hand. All behaved 
well, but on Sir Louis being killed they lost heart, and the defence slackened. 
Ammunition, too, had begun to run out. Deponent hid himself in a drain under one of 
the baths, and at night crept out, and took reluge with a friendly Mullah. Remained 
two days, and came away. ‘Three sepoys, who had also secreted themselves, were taken 
away alive to the Amir the same evening. During the attack which was from all sides, 
one side overlooking the Residency, the Amir and his Sirdars were looking on uncon- 
cerned, and did nothing to help beyond sending his son and Mullah a little way. Daud 
Shah made only a show of quelling the disturbance, but did not really exert himself. 
He was not wounded. 


Enclosure 20 in No, 21. 
Telegram, dated 11th September 1879. 


From Caprain Conotiy, Ali Khel, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Aoptn, one of two men sent from Rokian on 5th instant, has returned from Kabul, 
where he has a relation in one of the regiments, to say that as far as he can ascertain, 
the Amir had not planned or forescen the destruction of the Mmbassy ; but now that 
matters have come to that pass, he despaired of ever appeasing or regaining the 
confidence of the Enelish, and that he and atl under him had made up their minds 
to fight. He had sent out Ictters, too, in all directions, calling on the people to 
support him, and despatched a small force of cavalry and infantry to stir up Zurmat and 
Spega. 





Enclosure 21 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 11th September 1879. 


From Carrain Conouiy, Ali Khel, to Fortran Suererany, Simla. 


News from Gardez, in Zurmat, as follows:—Three regiments and six guns arrived 
from Ghazni, and three regiments expected from Kabul also. Arms arriving from Kabul 
for the people. I’aiz Mahomed Khan, Ghilzai, who has scen much (?) service, and was 
commanding the cavalry in Gurmat, is appointed Governor of that province. The 
country is rallying round him, and an advance was intended by the Spega route in a 
few days, the intention being in conjunction with the Machalgo Grhilzais to threaten or 
attack our flank advancing on Shuturgurdan, The bodies of two sons of Allayar, a 
leading chief of Zurmat, who were killed in the disturbance at Kabul, had been brought 
Sanat buried amidst great excitement, the people declaring they would avenge 

elr death. 
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Enclosure 22 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 12th September 1879. 


From Carratn Conotty, Ali Khel, to Fortrcn Secrerary, Simla. 


_Kasux news. Bulk of troops though in receipt (?) of pay demanded, and inflamed 
with desire to fight, are said to lack carriage and leaders. 





Enclosure 23 in No. 21. 
Telegram dated 14th September 1879. 


From Forrien Secretary, Simla, to Genera Roserts, Ali Khel. 


Senp message to Amir that Viceroy has now received his original letters, dated 
3rd, 4th September, and desires him to be assured in reply that, if he acts in accordance 
with his affirmation of innocence, sincerity, and strong reliance on friendship of British 
Government, he has nothing to fear personally, and that our troops will come to restore 
his authority and rescue him from his danger. 


Enclosure 24 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 5th September 1879. 


From Viceroy, Simla, te GeneraL Orricer Commanpinc Troops, Kandahar. 


Aux troops at present under orders to return to India to stand fast until further orders. 
Please telegraph present distribution of troops and what are at Kandahar, and also 
transport available at Kandahar and between this and Quetta, and what reserve of 
ape you have. Major St. John and party to remain at Kandahar until you hear 
urther. 


Enclosure 25 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 5th September 1879. 


From Foreicn Secretary, Simla, to GeneraL Stewart, Kandahar. 


News received from Kabul that on 3rd September the British Embassy was attacked 
by revolted Afghan Regiments and overpowered. Letters leave no hope regarding fate 
of Mission. Your military orders go separately. Kandahar must be held and St. John 
retained. 


1 


Enclosure 26 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 6th September 1879. 


From Generar Stewart, Kandahar, to Foreten Srcrrrary, Simla. 


Troops in movement towards Pishin recalled to Kandahar. Town re-occupicd. 
Sirdar Sher Ali Khan has asked permission to reside in citadel inside our lines in town. 
Sirdar has no information as yet from Kabul, but he seems anxious to be associated 
closely with us, and I encouraged him in this respect. 


Enclosure 27 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 7th September 1879. 


From Magor St. Jonn, Kandahar, to Forrien Secretary, Simla. 
Srrpar Suen Att has been informed of events at Kabul, and expressed absolute 
devotion to British Government, and offers to raise contingent among Durani tribes to 
march to Kabul with British Force, should one go from here. 
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Enclosure 28 in No. 21. 


Tcl. dated 9th September 1879. (Extract.) 


From Forrten Secretary, Simla, to Mason Sr. Joun, Kandahar. 


Your telegram 7th. Convey to Sirdar Sher Ali Khan the acknowleugments of the 
British Government for his friendly and honourable assurances, and add anything suitable 
regarding his offer of contingent. 


Enclosure 29 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 9th September 1879. 


From Magsor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Forrien Secretary, Simla. 


Everytuine quiet here. Sirdar visited General yesterday evening, and renewed 
assurances of devotion to British Government. Heis raising the usual local contingents 
of horse under triba Chiefs to support collectors in collecting revenue; this also gives 
pay and employment. 

Two Kandahar regiments on their road from Kabul to garrison Kandahar, on evacua- 
tion, have been halted outside city. One was disarmed before leaving Kabul. The 
Sirdar offered them leave to go to their homes, but they made protestations of fidelity 
and requested to be allowed to garrison any place remote from Kandahar. They have 
been ordered to the Tirin district under Sirdar’s son, certain suspected officers being 
dismissed. 

Arrangements making for supply of Commissariat from Government grain(?). This 
will mitigate rise in prices already commencing, and put money in Sirdar’s Treasury, 
which (is) empty. 

Zamindawar people have refused to pay revenue to Governor, Muhammad Yusaf, 
Amir’s uncle, who is unpopular, and has no armed force. Sirdar has directed him to 
ba = Girishk, and in conjunction with us, is inviting the Zamindawar Chiefs to 

andahar. 


Enclosure 30 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 10th September 1879. 


From Magsor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreien Secrerary, Simla. 


Sirpar has received letter from Amir, written Thursday, giving account of events of 
preceding day. He says that with thousands of men he strove through the day to 
rescue the Envoy, and lays great stress on Daud Shah’s wounds, adding that all the 
men with him were killed. He orders the Sirdar to follow advice of representatives of 
British Government. 

Another letter from Amir’s Munshi Bashi to Sirdar says that the troops have gone to 
their homes, or fled ; that six regiments did not share in the attack, but have lost all 
discipline. He concludes thus :—“ In order that the Amir’s letters may be fit to be 
shown, should you think it advisable to do so, I have inserted some words and phrases, 
such as are advisable at such a time.” 


_ Enclosure 31 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 11th September 1879. 


From Generar Srewart, Kandahar, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Purase let us know as soon as possible intentions of Government with regard to 
tetention of part or whole of force at Kandahar during the winter. The information is 
Tequired with reference to arrangements for hutting and provisioning troops here and in 
Pishin. Early definite orders will save much trouble and expense. If it be decided to 
keep whole force above Passes, it is to be noted that supplies and forage are more readily 
Procurable here than in Pishin. 
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Enclosure 32 in No. 21, 
Telegram, dated 11th September 1879. 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Witu reference to General Stewart’s message of to-day, I think that forces mich 
be with advantage retained here during the winter. Sirdar wishes it, and its presence 


under the circumstances, is not in any way distasteful to any part of population. 


Enclosure 33 in No. 21. 
Telegram, No. A.-94, dated 12th September 1879. 


From Foreien Secrerary, Simla, to Genera Stewart, Kandahar. 
GovernMENT intend retention of whole force at Kandahar durine winter. 
. : IS 
Kurrachce will be your base, and the Bolan and Sind your line of communication, 
All supply and transport will be now transferred to the Bombay Government and 
authorities, to whom you must state your wants. 





Enclosure 34 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 1th September 1879. 
From Magsor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Fortian Secretary, Simla. 
Sirpar’s bi-weekly post from Kabul arrived yesterday, having left 6th. He says 
that the only leiter from Amir was a simple one of condolence on death of a relation, 
and I have no reason to disbelieve his statement. None of the private letters in bag 


contained, as far as I can ascertain, any notice of the occurrences of the 3rd, but this 
excites no surprise here. 





Enclosure 35 in No. 21. 
Telegram, dated 13th September 1879. 
From Acrent, Governon-GEneRaL, Quetta, to Foreicn Secrerary, Simla. 

IT arrived Quetta this morning. Country perfectly tranquil; Kabul news has not 
had disturbing result. I had meeting of Achakzai and Kakazai Chiefs in Khojak Pass 
yesterday, and explained to them what had happened. One and all declared their 
determination to abide by previous agreement, and to, as heretofore, faithfully serve the 
Government. His Highness the Khan has telegraphed to me that his life, country, and 
all his possessions are at the disposal of Government. I consider there is no cause 
whatever for anxicty in this direction. 


No. 22. 
To His Excellency the Right Honorable Tne Governor Grnenat oF Inpra in Council. 
No. 101 of 1879. 


My Lorp, India Office, London, September 18, 1879. 

1. Her Majesty’s Government have received with profound grief and regret. the 
intelligence conveyed by your Iixcellency’s telegrams of the 6th inst., of the attack 
made on the British Embassy at Cabul by mutinous Afghan troops and the people ol 
the city, which, as is unhappily but too certain, in spite of a desperate resistance on the 
part of the British Envoy, the members of bis staff, and his native escort, terminated 
in the massacre of the entire Mission. 

2. Her Majesty’s Government fecl that it would be premature at this moment to 
discuss cither the immediate causes to which this deplorable event may be attributed, of 
the ultimate consequences which may result from it. hey cannot, however, delay 
expressing their keen sense of the loss which the empire has sustained by the tragic cand 
premature death of so able a public servant as Sir LL, Cavagnari, and of his companions, 
to whom, in full confidence of the ability of the ruler of Cabul to protect them, had 
been entrusted the honourable but difficult duty of consolidating the friendly relations, 
so recently re-established, between the British and Afghan Governments. They desire 
also to place on record their recognition of the gallantry and devotion shown by 
the escort of the Corps of Guides in the almost hopeless task of the defence of the 
Embassy. 

3. Her Majesty's Government need scarcely assure your Excellency m Council of 
their steady support in all measures which may be necessary to vindicate the honour ¢ 
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Great Britain, and to exact redress for the murderous violence to which the members of 


the Mission have fallen victims. 
Ihave, &c. 


(Signed) CRANBROOK. 





No, 23. 
No. 203 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 
To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary-of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, 25th September 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
5 dated 27th Aueust 1879, ™CD% ® Copy of a communication from the late Envoy 
No. 25, dated 27th August 1879. and Minister Plenipotentiary at Kabul, and of its enclo- 
sures, regarding the movements of certain Russian officers apparently engaged in making 
surveys on the Oxus. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) LYTTON. 
E. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON, 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON, 





Enclosure 1 in No. 23. 
Memo. No. 25, dated 27th August 1879. 

From Masor Sir Lours Cavaenart, K.C.B., C.S.I., Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Kabul, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, Simla. 

Has the honour to forward translation of three letters received by the Governor of 

Afghan-Turkestan, reporting the movements of certain Russian officers engaged in 

making surveys on the Oxus. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 23. 
Translation of Letter, Pattakaisar (?) ferry, dated 16th Shaban. 


Tuirry-one Russians have come up the river in two boats. They have been 48 days 
on the road. Men of the country drag the boats up by ropes. They went ashore for a 
very short time to eat at Chuchka, on the north side of the river, and then proceeded to 
Shorab (?) and Pattakaisar (?) 

The wooden boat is 30 yards long and 5 yards broad. The small boat is of iron and 
has a deck under which I don’t know what there is. The chief Russian among them 
has a telescope through which he looks in front and behind, and writes down the account 
of the country and the river. 

Nobody understands what he is doing. ‘There are 14 boxes in the iron boat. The 
followers of these infidels are all armed. They seem to do nothing else beside noting 
down the state of the country and the river. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 23. 
Translation of Letter, dated 21st Shaban. 

Ina letter dated the 14th of the present month I wrote to you that three Russian 
officers with three soldiers and one interpreter had come up the river in two boats, one a 
aval one belonging to the Russians, and the other a large one which they had brought 
rom Organj, and which was manned by six Organj boatmen, and had passed one night 
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in Charjui and one night in Kilif. They engaged a man in Kilif for 300 tangas whom 
they took with them, and questioned him about the countries on both sides of the river, 

The people of the country pulled the boats up by ropes from boundary to boundary, 
They kept on the other side of the river, and never approached our side. The Mir of 
Kilif’s men say that they are going to the source of the river. 

I have repeated most of what I wrote in my last letter, lest you may not have 
received it, as you did not answer it. Yesterday, the 20th, 20 Russian sowars with 
eight loaded camels arrived at Ak-kum on the banks of the river and passed the night 
there. 

It is reported that some other sowars are coming after them. [I enclose a letter on 
the subject. I sent a man towards Sherabad, &c. When he returns he will bring a 
true account. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 23. 


Translation of Letter from a Turkoman of Kirki. 


For some time I have been sick, but am now recovering, and hasten to inform you 
that 20 Russian sowars with eight loaded camels arrived on Saturday evening at Ak-kum. 
They passed the night there and moved on next day. I don’t know where they will 
halt, nor what their errand is. Some other Russians, following them, have arrived in 
Kirki, with some object in view. 

T have sent a man on with them who will find out what they are doing. 


No. 23a. 
No. 204 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorp, Simla, the 25th September 1879. 
In continuation of our Despatch No. 196, dated Ist September'1879, we have 
the nonor to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of a 
letter from the late Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of the Amir of 
Afghanistan and its Dependencies, No. 24, dated 27th August 1879, transmitting his 
Diary for the period between the 17th and the 23rd August 1879. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
I. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 23a. 
Memo. No. 24, dated 27th August 1879. 
From Masor Sir Louts Cavacnari, K.C.B., C.S.1., Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Kabul, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 


Has the honour to submit Diary of the British Embassy at Kabul, for the week ending 
23rd August 1879. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 23a. 


No. 5.—Diary of the British Embassy at Kabul, from the 17th to the 23rd August 1879: 
17th August 1479.—The daughter of Sirdar Yahya Khan married to the Amir has 
been attacked by cholera, but is now reported out of danger. 
The deaths which have occurred from cholera amongst the Herat regiments are 
variously reported to be from 120 to 365. 
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The Amir has reduced the allowances of the majority of the Muhammadzai (Barakzai) 
Sirdars on the grounds that he will not require them to keep up so many followers as the 
late Amir directed them to maintain. This has caused dissatisfaction, but final orders 
in the matter have not yet been issued. 

Certain military officers of high rank have fallen under the Amir’s displeasure, and have 
been deprived of their commands. Among the number are General Ghulam Hyder 
Khan, Charkhi (who commanded the troops at Ali Masjid), and Brigadier-General Taj 
Muhammad Khan (in consequence of the fracas which took place about the lease of the 
Mint, vide Diary of 31st July 1879). General Saifudin Khan, commanding the artillery, 
is said to be about to be degraded, but as long as Daud Shah has influence over the 
Amir it is not likely to take place, as Saifudin Khan is a personal friend of the 
Commander-in- Chief. 

Sirdar Yahya Khan has been given the command of 1,500 irregular cavalry (“ Sowar- 
ieKushada”). Kazi Sultan Ali, the chief priest of the Shiahs, has died of cholera. 

18th August 1879.—The Amir has given Abdul Karim Khan, the Kohistani Chief, a 
letter to the headmen of Nijrow, summoning them to Kabul to arrange for the payment 
of their arrears of revenue. Abdul Karim has been promised the Governorship of Nijrow 
if he succeeds in securing the submission of the people of that valley to the Amn’s 
authority. Asmatula Khan, Ghilzai, is reported to have increased the number of his 
personal retainers from 200 to 500, and is about to remove his family from Kach to 
Kulman. 

The Amir has directed the Governor of Afghan Turkestan to move troops against the 
rebels in Badakshan as soon as the regiments in course of relief arrive from Kabul. It is 
thought that the troops are not sufficiently in hand for the task of restoring order in 
Badakshan. 

19th August 1879.—Sirdar Hashim Khan has been appointed to the Governorship of 
the northern portion of the Hazarajat. 

Six regiments of infantry, one of cavalry, and 12 mountain guns, under orders for 
Turkestan, have left the cantonments. Two Kandahari regiments of infantry have left 
Kabul for Kandahar. 

The three regiments lately despatched to Ghazni mutinied on the road and wounded 
Brigadier-General Zabardast Khan, The mutiny is said to have originated in conse- 
quence of one of the Colonels having flogged a soldier. The Colonel was violently 
assaulted and severely wounded. Numbers of men deserted, leaving their rifles which 
were sent into Kabul. 

The Amir has of late become displeased with Daud Shah, and has demanded accounts 
from him ; but owing to the exertions of the Mustaufi a reconciliation has taken place. 

Part of Kazi Kadru’s family and property left Kabul last night. He is reported to be 
somewhere iu the Safed Koh. His Kabul wives have returned to their parents: his 
concubines have been sold. 

20th August 1879.—Yesterday one month’s pay was sent out to the troops under orders 
for Turkestan. The troops refused to take one month’s pay and demanded their full 
arrears of four months. A compromise was cffected by the Amir, having sent another 
month’s pay which the troops accepted : but it is thought probable that many will desert 
when they get a few marches out of Kabul. 

2ist August 1879.—Haji Ataullah, former Envoy at the Court of the Amir of 
Bokhara, is said to be preparing to return to his appointment. (The Foreign Minister 
has assured the British Envoy that Haji Ataullah will not be deputed to Bokhara until 
the wishes of the British Government are made known to the Amir). 

Muhammud Ali Beg, the Wakil-ud-dowlat of Sighan, arrived in Kabul yesterday with 
100 sowars. It is rumoured that he will be detained indefinitely at Kabul, and will not 
be granted his former appointment. 

Sayad Muhammad, son of the Jate Sayad Nur Muhammud Shah, has been appointed 
to a civil office at Kandahar under Sirdar Sher Ali Khan. 

It is reported that the Amir is pressing Sirdar Hashim Khan to deliver up ceriain 
one and valuables the mother of the Jate heir-apparent is supposed to have deposited 
with him. 

The amount of money reported to have been taken from the mother of the late Abdulla 
Jan, by order of the Amir, is as follows :—1,60,000 tillas Bukhari (1 tilla=9 rupecs 
Kabul) 12,000 ratiskas (Russian 5 rouble piece (gold) =12 rupees). 

To-day the Amir went on a visit of condolence to the family of Mir Akbar Khan, 
Kohistani, at the gardens of Ali Mardan. After the visit His Highness went to see the 
cantonments at Sherpur. 
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His Highness the Amir sent his Foreign Minister to the British Envoy to say that, ; 
consequence of the unruly behaviour of the soldiery at Herat, he did not think i 
prudent that Major St. John should go there, but Sirdar Sher Ali Khan would be 
instructed to arrange for that officer’s journey vid Anar Darra to Birjand. The above 
was communicated to Major St. John by telegraph. 

23rd August 1879.—Report received that six Companies located at Ghori in Afghan 
Turkestan mutinied about their arrears of pay and arrested their commanding officer, and 
marched with him towards Mazar-i-Sharif with the view to demanding their pay from the 
Governor of the province. General Ghulam Hyder Khan, fearing that the arrival of 
these men would create a bad effect amongst the rest of the soldiery, sent out some pay. 
and thereby persuaded the mutineers to return to their post. The Turkestan soldiers, 
however, heard of what had been done, and are likely to follow the example set them. 

The Mustaufi and Foreign Minister were informed that arrangements for laying the 
telegraph wire across the Shuturgurdan are in progress, and that an escort would be 
required from the Amir to protect the camp of the telegraph officials. The Ministers 
replied that on intimation being received as to the date of the arrival of the telegraph 


officials at the Afghan frontier, all necessary arrangements would be made for their 
protection and for supplies. 





No. 24, 
No. 210 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secrctary of State 
or India. 


My Lorn, Simla, 25th September 1879. 

We have the honour to enclose, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, 
papers containing all the material information that has reached us, since the despatch of 
our letter of the 15th September, regarding the circumstances of the attack upon the 
British Embassy at Kabul, and the course of events within Afghanistan. We propose 
also to report briefly the progress of the measures adopted to exact retribution at Kabul, 
and to restore order in the country. 

2. In regard to the circumstances of the attack on the Embassy, several men of the 
escort, who had taken part in the defence, have managed to escape into British territory, 
and their depositions are enclosed with this letter. There are of course various 
discrepancies in the details of these statements, especially in regard to the manner 
in which the real attack,’ with fire-arms, began; but all accounts seem to agree that 
certain unarmed regiments were drawn up in the Bala Hissar to receive their pay, 
that they suddenly broke out into violent mutiny, and attacked the Residency ; that 
they were at first kept off, but they went for arms, and on their return after a short 
interval surrounded and besieged the Residency ; reaching the roof and setting fire to 
the house below, until the building became untenable and the defenders were gradually 
overpowered. The mutineers were joined by the city mob; and there is no evidence 
from the accounts given by these men, that any serious attempt was made by the Amir 
or his people to assist or rescue the Britith officers. Upon this important point it is 
still necessary to suspend judgment, until we are in possession of more ample and 
authentic evidence of the Amir’s actual position and behaviour at the time, and until 
the Amir’s own explanations shall have been reccived. I’rom Kandahar we are informed 
that the Amir has written to his uncle, Muhammad Yusaf Khan, Governor of 
Zamindawar, giving an account of the events of the 3rd September, differing much 
from that sent to the Viceroy and Sirdar Sher Ali Khan. Only two regiments, both 
of the Body-Guard, are said to have mutinied, and attacked the Embassy and murdered 
the members of the Embassy. Nothing is mentioned of any attempt at rescue, or of 
participation by the people, and it is cxpressly stated that no other injury was done, 
and that by evening everything was quiet. We remark that Baha-ud-din Khan, a very 
intelligent native officer of our cavalry, who was in Kabul at the time, and Sirdar 
Gholam Nakshhband Khan, who though not at Kabul when the attack took place, was 
connected with the Embassy, are both of opinion that the Amir might have assisted our 
officers. 

3. In regard to the origin and causes of this sudden outbreak we are still without 
authentic information. Tannur, a Sowar of the Guides escort, who has escaped, mentions 
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that the troops and the city people at first welcomed the arrival of the Envoy, 
imagining that he would be able at once to imprzve their condition ; but that the 
temper of the soldiery altered when they were disappointed about obtaining their pay. 
When, therefore, the full arrears were refused to the regiments in the Bala Hissar, they 
immediately turned on the Residency. Private letters received at Kandahar from 
Kabul corroborate this account, and say that the affair was unpremeditated ; although 
no serious attempt was made to control the mutineers. On the other hand a letter from 
a Kazi of Kabul to Nawab Gholam Hussan Khan is said to hint that the affair was 
remeditated, and that Sir L. Cavagnari had some previous warning. At Kandahar 
Sirdar Sher Ali has freely declared his conviction that the Amir had been in the hands 
of dangerous traitors. 

4, Several letters have been received, during the past ten days, by General Roberts 
at Ali Khel from the Amir. Of the first, dated 11th September, we enclose copy ; it 
expresses the Amir’s relief and pleasure at receiving a letter addressed to him, at the 
Viceroy’s order, by Captain Conolly, his confidence in the friendship of the Viceroy, 
and his intention to punish the mutineers. Subsequent letters, dated 16th September, 
report the mutiny of troops at Herat, and the murder of the Governor there, with other 
news; while His Highness’ latest letter, dated the 17th instant, answered and complied 
with General Roberts’ suggestion that confidential representatives should be sent to him 
from the Amir, by announcing the deputation of Mustaufi Habibulla and Wazir Sher 
Muhammad Khan. ‘These representatives reached the camp at Ali Khel on the 22nd, 
and have had interviews with General Roberts. They presented letters from the Amir 
acknowledging receipt, and expressing satisfaction atthe contents of letters that had 
been addressed to His Highness by General Roberts, and declaring his fidelity to the 
British alliance. The deputies also assured General Roberts verbally of the Amit’s 
friendly disposition, and his wish to be guided by the advice of our Government. 

5. In regard to the general state of affairs at Kabul, and to the disposition of the 
principal tribes with whom we have to deal, it is as yet not possible to form any precise 
opinion. There can be no doubt that emissaries from Kabul are abroad in the tribal 
country, with the object of’ inciting the tribes to take arms, and to be prepared for 
giving trouble to the British forces. From Peshawur it has been reece that letters 
from the Amir were believed to have come to the Mohmands, Afridis, and Shinwaris, 
directing them to assemble. On the 17th September, General Roberts heard from the 
Ghilzais that the Amir had called upon them to stop all roads leading from Ali Khel 
toward Kabul; while on the other hand, Major St. John was told at Kandahar that the 
tribes had been instructed not to oppose our advance; and to reserve themselves for 
attack on our communications hereafter. We have not vet ascertained to what cxtcnt, 
and with what object, the Amir himself may be in correspondence with these tribes, or 
whether the messages are circulating under his dircct authority. It was to be expected, 
however, that in his present situation the Amir would be anxious to secure, in any 
contingency, the adherence of the more powerful tribes; while it was certain that all 
persons at Kabul who have reason to dread our presence there would use their utmost 
nfluence with the tribes to embarrass our advance. 

6. There has been an attack, near the Shuturgurdan, on a small party of our troops 
escorting stores; but generally the tribes with whom our officers are in communication 
on the Shuturgurdan and Khyber lines have not shown themselves hostile. The Com- 
missioner of Peshawur reports satisfactory arrangements made with the Afridis of the 
Khyber; and from Ali Khel we learn that the headmen of many neighbouring tribes 
are coming into our camp. General Stewart’s reconnaissance toward Ghazni will 
probably engross the attention of the Southern Ghilzais and will aid in maintaining 
tranquillity in that direction. 

7. Kandahar and the adjacent country continue quiet. The Amir’s Governor, Sirdar 
Sher Ali Khan, is on very good terms with the British officers, and apparently desires 
OreNs his attachment to the British Government in the existing crisis of Afghan 
affairs. 

8. In the outlying provinces of Afghanistan the central authority of the Kabul 
Government appears to be weak. The Governor of Zamindawar, who is a younger 
brother of the late Amir, has shut himself up in his fort, and has sent into Kandahar 
for help. At I[erat some troops mutinied on the 5th September, two days after the 
outbreak at Kabul, murdered Fakir Ahmed Khan, the Governor of the town, and 
Plundered and burnt his house. Fakir Ahmed had been a devoted adherent of Yakub 
Khan, the present Amir; he had accompanied Sirdar Ayub Khan into Persia, returned 
with him, and was supposed to be his chief and most trusted officer at Herat. But a 
telegram from Major St. John mentions that private letters express an opinion that Ayub 
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himself planned the murder, apparently from jealousy of Fakir Ahmed’s attachment { 
the Amir. The Amir has confirmed this news from Herat by letters to General 
Roberts, of which the last received states that the troops at Herat have been a ain 
disorderly, but have been quieted by payment. From Badakshan intelligence has be 
received, through Kashmir, of another local revolution, by which Mir Baba Khan has 
been overthrown. 

9. Our military situation at the present moment may be briefly summed UP ag 
follows : in Southern Afghanistan, General Stewart concentrated the bulk of his force 
at Kandahar, and in addition to guarding his long line of communications had prepared 
a force of 2,000 men with transport and supplies, ready to move at a moment's notice 
We have strengthened this force by the addition of two companies of Bombay Sappers 
for employment on the Bolan road, and have called up a Boiabay brigade of three 
infantry regiments to guard the Sukkar-Multan line and frontier, and to meet the 
demands for escort and convoy duty. We directed a reconnaissance to be made to 
Kelat-i-Ghilzai; and a force of about 3,000 men under Brigadier General Hughes left 
yesterday morning for Kelat-i-Ghilzai. We have further under consideration the 
expediency of pushing this reconnaissance even up to Ghazni. On this line all operations 
are in fuli working order. 

10. On the Kurram line, the supply of transport and the progress made up the valley 
by the reinforcing troops have now placed General Roberts in a position to advance. 
His line of communication is fairly well-guarded already, and is daily becoming more 
so. His field force is concentrated between Ali Khel and Shuturgurdan. An advance 
will be made to-day on Dobandi or Kushi by half the force ; the remaining half following 
a day or two afterwards, when the Shuturgurdan will be held by four guns, the 3rd 
Sikhs, and 11th Native Infantry. The field force should therefore be fully concen- 
trated by the Ist at Kushi, whence Kabul can be reached in four marches. Communi- 
cation will be maintained with the Shuturgurdan until the pass is closed by snow, or the 
Khyber line is open. 

11. On the Khyber line, Major-General Bright, who is now at Peshawur, has organised 
a strong advanced brigade which is destined to move on to Jellalabad and to push 
a reconnaissance beyond. <A portion of the Lundikotal force will move immediately upon 
Dakka. The sickness in the Peshawur valley and Khyber Pass, which has been 
unusually great, has added to the difficulty of cquipping two lines at once, but matters 
arc mending in this direction ; and as all transport has now been diverted to Peshawur, 
there is every hope that the road to Kabul will be open vid the Khyber before the end 
of next month. A cart road already exists to Gandainak, and this will be improved and 
continued onwards with the utmost possible expedition. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


P.S.—A telegram dated 24th September has been received from General Roberts to 
the effect that, General Baker occupicd Kushi without resistance at 3.20 p.m. o’clock, 
on the 24th instant. He reports that supplies are abundant. The strength of the foree 
he has with him in Kushi is over 2,000 men. 


Enclosure | in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 14th September 1879, received 16th Sept. 


¥rom Generar Roserts, Ali Khel, to Forrten Secretany, Simla. 

A rotLowrer of Cavagnari, Emam Buksh, and a Kahar have arrived here. They state 
three of the escort were alive when they left, and had been taken to Amir. ‘Their fate 
unknown. Party of sowars were out with grass-cutter; their fate also unknow?. 
Escort reported to have behaved most gallantly, especially Sikh Jemadar of Cavalry. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 24. 
Telegram, duted 15th September 1879. 


From Genera Roserts, Ali Khel, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 

Following is précis of letter received yesterday from Amir, dated 11th September :— 
Letter begins— ; 

I nave received your letter of 7th instant, and was much pleased. I fully understood 
what was written. Complete confidence was restored and sense of relief felt im friend- 
ship shown by Viceroy, as my prosperity found favour in his (?) sight. I am dreadfully 
distressed and aggrieved at recent events; but there is no fighting against God’s will. I 
hope to inflict such punishment on the evil-doers as will be known world-wide, and prove 
my sincerity. I have twice written on this subject, and third time by my confidential 
servant, Sher Muhammad Khan. I now write to say that, for these eight days, I have 
preserved self and family by the good offices of those who were friendly to me, partly by 
bribing, partly by hoaxing the rebels. Some of the cavalry I have dismissed ; and night 
and day (I) am considering how to put matters straight. Please God, the mutineers 
will soon xneet with the punishment they deserve, and my affairs be arranged to satisfac- 
tion of British Government. Certain persons of high position in these provinces have 
become rebellious ; but I am watching carefully and closely every quarter. I have done 
all I could to ensure Nawab Gholam Hussan’s safety. I trust to God for opportunity 
of showing my sincere friendship for British Government and recovering my good name 
before the world. Letter ends. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 15th September 1879. 


From Gurnerav Roserts, Ali Khel, to Forrian Secretary, Simla. 


Nawab Gholam Hussan Khan reached this yesterday. He arrived at Shah Kalander 
Kili, three marches from Kabul, before hearing of murder of Embassy. Troops at 
Ghazni seemed ready for mischief, Amir sent Allal-ud-din, Padshah Khan’s brother, 
to take care of him. People of Wardak were inclined to molest him, but he managed to 
reach Shuturgurdan with Allal-ud-din without receiving injury. His property he had 
to leave with a friend in Wardak. Nawab’s opinion is that Amir did not plan destruc- 
tion of Embassy, but for some time there was estrangement between him and Envoy, 
and Amir had sent ammunition to Logar and orders to Ghazni to support any 
Insurrectionary movement or opposition to English. Nawab thinks Amir will fly to 
Turkestan when we advance, and proposes that he should be invited to mect us as proof 
of his sincerity. Nawab says, massacre calls for retribution, and country should be 
occupied in strength. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 24. 


Telegram, dated 17th September 1879. 
From Gunerat, Roperts, Ali Khel, to Foreign Secretary, Simla, 
T hope I made satisfactory arrangement yesterday with Allal-ud-din Khan for security 
of toad from Karatiga to beyond Kushi, provision of transport animals, and supplies. 
Ghilzais report that Amir has called upon (them) to stop all roads leading from this 
towards Kabul. I am trying to get one of the Amir’s letters to this effect. 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 17th September 1879. 
From GeEneRAL Rosearts, Ali Khel, to Foreign Secrerary, Simla. 


Spy from Kabul reports 12 regiments, Highlanders (?), in Kabul; three had gone 
previously to Ghazni. Amir has authority and has his door guarded by faithful servant 
He says open jihad is to be urged, and troops assembled. Whole city shared in plunder 
of Embassy, and that Kabulis are much concerned at the vengeance we may take. No 
troops between Kabul and this; country quiet. People of Logar, excepting the Afghans 
favorable to us. 

Amir had killed Brigadier Abdul Karim and Abdul Karim, Kohistani (?) for 


refusing to march off mutinous regiment to Kohistan, there dispersing and making away 
with them. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 18th September 1879, received 19th. 
From Generar Roserrs, Ali Khel, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Kore Durranar Futtah Muhammad and Sowar Akbar Shah, of Guide Cavalry, 
arrived last night, with Sirkai Khan, uncle of Padshah Khan, Ghilzai Chief, (who) were 
out together with a Sikh Sowar, also saved, and twenty-five grass-cutters, twenty-two 
saved by Colonel [brahim Khan, pensioner of British Government and in Amir's 
employ,—state that some disturbance was anticipated ever since arrival of regiments 
from Herat, and that they had warned the Embassy. They were saved by their own 
tribesmen, Kuzalbash (?); do not consider revolt was instigated by Amir, who was 
still helpless. Some L[mbassy servants have escaped,—Envoy’s bearer, chupprassis, 
Peshawuri, and Kuzalbash dhobi, and baker, also a sepoy, Ghilzai, who was on furlough 
in Kohistan. Abdul Karim Khan, Kohistani Chicf, said killed by Amir, because two of 
the three mutinous regiments were chiefly Kohistanis : this said to have caused revolt in 
Kohistan. 

No preparations have yet been made either for opposing us in the capital, or on the 
road. ‘Che three sowars, including the Sikhs, were protected by Naibs (?) Mir 
Muhammad Khan and Rahim Khan, Kuzalbash Sirdars Taimur Saborai Shahzada. A 
Sowar in the Guides and one Gholam Nubbi, formerly in the Guides, Kuzalbash and 
Chupprassi to Envoy, saved. 

Letter will follow. 
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Enclosure 7 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 18th September 1879, received 19th. 


From GeneraL Roserts, Ali Khel, to Foruign Secretary, Simla. 


Letters from Amir, dated 16th September, and enclosures from Turkestan and Herat, 
report as follows :—Mutiny of troops and murder of Fakir Ahmed Khan, Civil Governor 
and Military Commandant under Ayub Khan at Herat; disaffection of three regiments 
ordered to march from Takhtapul and Mazar-i-Sharif to Ali Shaban in Turkestan; 
movements of Russian Officers under Czar’s nephew, Nicholay Constantine Ouzak, with 
one hundred and fifty men, apparently to have a look at country and meet Amir 
Bokhara. 

Ayub’s letter to Amir confirms report of disturbance in Turkestan, and begs lcave to 
resign his position. 

Amir states that he hopes very shortly to regain his power and intends expending the 
whole of his resources (?) and energy in maintaining his friendship with British. 

‘The Russians gave out they intended fighting T'urkomans at or near Merv. 
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Enclosure 8 in No. 24. 


Telegram, dated 18th September 1879. 

From Baicapier-Generat Baker, Shuturgurdan, through Ali Khel, to Viceroy, Simla. 

Yesterday received letter from Head Malik of Kushi offering to come in; have 
summoned him here to-day. Yesterday letter arrived from Amir which has been sent 
to Roberts this morning. Nakshband Khan Sirdar Bahadur, in Cavagnari’s employ, 
since arrival of troops at Jellalabad in December last, reached this; he will doubtless 
be of great service as regards information when the time comes; he has been resident at 
Kabul for 10 years, and has property there and at Jellalabad ; used to go to Residency 
every day: he says that if Amir had chosen he might have assisted Envoy, Arsenal 
was notlooted. Doubts Amir. All here quiet and well. Very cold. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 24, 
Telegram, dated 20th September 1879. 


From Generat Rosrrrs, Ali Khel, to Forrtan Secretary, Simla. 

Daud Shah has expressed wish to serve us and asked if he may. I have replied in the 
affirmative. 

Hastings and Mahomed Amir have gone to join Baker on Shuturgurdan and open 
communication with people of Logar. 

Arrangements being made for pushing on telegraph line towards Kushi. 

Two hundred camels have just come to take our supplics to Shuturgurdan. 

According to Nakshband Khan, Amir might have stopped attack on Resident when 
troops went to their lines to fetch their arms. As, however, Nakshband has come 
straight from Wali Mahomed’s protection, his account must be received cum grano. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 20th September 1879. 


From Generar, Roserts, Ali Khel, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 

Lerrer just received from (Amir), dated 17th instant, acknowledging receipt of my 
letter of 13th instant, suggesting deputation of trustworthy Agent to meet me, and 
intimating that, on 19th instant, Mustaufi Habibulla and Wazir Shah Mubammad 
would start for my camp. 

Letter further contains assurances of trust in, and friendship toward, British 
Government. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 2-f. 
Telegram, dated 15th September 1879. 


TFrom Magsor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreran Secretary, Simla, 


Private letters from Kabul state, three regiments only engaged in attack on Resi- 
dency, that the affair was apparently unpremeditated, having arisen from disappointment 
of these three regiments at getting onc month’s pay only, and that no serious attempt at 
relicf was made beyond preventing other troops taking part. 





fnclosure 12 in No. 24. 
‘Telegram, dated 15th September 1879. 
From Magor St. Jou, Kandahar, to Porton Srcrerary, Simla. 


A private letter of 8th from Kabul confirms report that three regiments only mutinied 
and attacked Residency. One lately arrived from erat, one Nabuli, and one of Amir’s 
body guard. All three have received pay and been sent to Kohistan, Kabul is said to 

¢ in the greatest. confusion and excitement. 
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Enclosure 13 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 15th September 1879. 


From Magsor Sr. Joan, Kandahar, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 


Sirpar Suintnpit Kuan, a nephew of Sirdar Sher Ali, who started for Kabul about 
a fortnight ago to make his submission to Amir, returned to-day, having met, between 
Mukur and Ghazni, a courier bearing letters froni Amir to his Governor of Kelat-i- 
Ghilzai. 

The courier told him of the massacre of the Envoy and escort, which was caused, he 
said, by quarrel about a woman taken into the Residency, and was carried out with the 
connivance of the Amir, who was now sending orders in all directions to assemble troops 
and tribes for a holy war. 

Six regiments had been ordered to Kabul from Herat, and six from Turkestan, 

The courier himself said that he was taking letters to Mahomed Tahir Khan, 
Governor of Kelat (-i-Ghilzai) to raise the Southern Ghilzais. 

He had also orders from the Amir to the Governors of Ghazni and Kelat (i-Ghilzai) 
to seize Nawab Gholam and send him to Kabul. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 24. 
Telegram, daied 15th September 1879. 
From Masor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Forrign Secretary, Simla. 


Sirpan Munammap Yusar Kuan, Governor of Zamindawar, being unable to 
enforce his authority and in fear of his life, has shut himself up in the fort of Sarhing, 
and sent to Sirdar Sher Ali for help; the latter is sending out to bring him in to 
Kandahar. 


Enclosure 15 in No, 24. 
Telegram, dated 16th September 1879. 


From Sir Donatp Stewart, Kandahar, to Forrien Secretary, Simla. 
Disposition of Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai uncertain. Sirdar suggested yesterday 
that Kelat-i-Ghilzai should be brought within circle of immediate influence of Kandahar, 
both for local and strategic reasons; and there would be no difficulty in occupying it as 
proposed. 


Enclosure 16 in No, 24. 
Telegram, dated 16th September 1879. 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foresan Secretary, Simla. 

Amir has written to his uncle, Muhammad Yusaf Khan, (?) Governor of Zamin- 
dawar, giving account of event of 3rd, differing much from that sent to Viceroy and 
Sirdar. Only two regiments, both of body-guard, said to have mutinied, and attacked 
Legation, and murdered British. Nothing was mentioned of any attempt at rescue, or 
participation of people. LExpressly states that no (?) other injury was done, and by 
evening everything was quict. 


Enclosure 17 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 18th September 1879. 
From Generar Stewart, Kandahar, to Forrien Secretary., Simla. 
Fotiowinc force ordered for advance to Kelat-i-Ghilzait under Brigadier-General 
Hughes :— Wing 59th Foot, Wing 3rd Goorkhas, Wing 2ud Biluchis, 2nd Punjaub 
Cavalry, two guns, 8-4 licld Battery, and three guns, 11-11 Mountain Battery: 4 
Company of Sappers, with two Companies Biluchis, will follow with reserve European 
stores. Major St. John might accompany force to report on disposition of tribes. 
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Attitude of Governor Mahomed Tahir Khan unknown, out approach of force com- 


municated to him with request to provide supplies. 


Enclosure 18 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 18th September 1879. 


From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foretcn Secretary, Simla. 


Dax from Kabul with dates to 11th September arrived yesterday evening. Letter 
from Amir to Sirdar contained only intimation that all was going on satisfactory at 


Kabul. 


Enclosure 19 in No. 24. 
Telegram, dated 18th September 1879. 


From Masor Sv. Jonn, Kandahar, to Foreign Srcrerary, Simla. 


Letrer from Ayub Khan at Herat to Sirdar states that on the 5th September Kabuli 
regiments mutinied, attacked house of General Fakir Ahmed Khan, killed him, 
plundered and burnt his house. 


Enclosure 20 in No. 24. 


Translation of a letter from the Amit Munammav Yaxus Kuan, to Srrpar Suer Avi 
Kuan, dated Thursday, the 16th Ramazan =: 4th September. 


Ow the 15th Ramazan, the regiments which had come for their pay at 8 a.m, to the 
Ark suddenly rose in mutiny. First they stoned their own officers, and then with one 
accord ran to the residence of the Envoy. From their side stones were thrown, and 
from the other side a rain of shot was poured. The fire of mutiny and disturbance at 
once reached such a height that it became beyond remedy; and all the regiments from 
Shirpur and Chaman, (the cantonments) outside the Bala Hissar, and all the people of 
the city of every tribe invaded the Bala Hissar, and began to plunder the artillery park, 
the arsenal, and the factories ; after which all the crowd, troops, and citizens, surrounded 
the Envoy’s house. In the meantime I had sent Daud Shah Khan, Sipah-Salar, to the 

ec ra oe Envoy’s help. At the door of the Envoy’s house he fell 
liven enenn Mahaska _* under the blows of stones and sar-naizah,* so that he is 
0. St. J. “now on the point of death. I then seut Yahya Khan and 

my son the Waliahd, the Koran in his hand, to the troops, 

but it was of no avail. I then sent the Seyyids and Mullahs, but this equally useless. 
Till the time of evening prayer on Wednesday with thousands of men I defended the 
Envoy. On both sides there was much slaughter. At the time of evening prayer the 
door of the Residency was set on fire. Although it was the will of God that this should 
; happen, yet those five,t intriguers, whose profession is 

‘ Ae ena y scone te samy sini: he were Ae ered “at the Fieadshvn of the 

s party,” not the exact number ~ ove . 
five. ‘The idiom ig a common one LDglish and Afghan Governments, were the origin of this 
hero.—O. St. J. terrible and fearful agitation of the mob, and instigated 

them to the ruin of this Government and the murder of 
the Envoy. The result has been that much blood has been shed, and that the kingdom 
of Afghanistan is ruined and «destroyed. My own state is very grievous. With 

Eric Mates aiacdeaieniana: ve servants and adherents, who with girded loins are 
“a handful—O, St. J. mets” guarding me and my family, | am sitting in my own /ittle 

house.§ The troops, the townspeople, and the inhabi- 

§ “Saraicheh.” tants of the neighbourhood with one accord have diverted 

the road of obedience from me, but by every means in my 
power, I am trying to put an end to the business. Daud Shah Khan, whom I sent to 
help the Envoy, is so grievously wounded by stones, gunstocks, and bayonets, that there 
sno hope for him. ‘The people who went with him are all killed. The arsenal and 
workshops are so completely ruined that of the latter not a brick remains in place, and 
everything of use to the soldiers and people has been taken away from the former. In 
short, my rule in consequence of this occurrence has gone to the winds; and I, after 
trust in the benevolence of God, have no hope but in the amity and concord of the 
British Government ; and my opinion is this—that to extinguish this terrible confla- 
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gration, and escape from this fearful and dangerous circle, the only way is to act 
according to the advice of the representatives of the British Government. "I send you 
this for your information. 

A letter from the Amu’s Munshi-Bashi to the Sirdar adds that of the suldiers, some 
have gone to their homes, others have fled. The regiments in the Chaman outside the 
Bala Hissar, six in number, though not so guilty as the others, for they desisted from 
the attack on Cavagnari’s house when they saw the Koran, have nevertheless spilt the 
water of discipline. In order that the Amir’s letter may be fit to be shown, should you 
think it advisable to do so, I have inserted seme words and phrases such as are advisable 
at such a time.” 


(Signed) O. B. ST. JOHN, Major, R.E, 


Enclosure 21 in No. 24. 
No. 1 dated Camp Ali Khel, 13th September 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Sin I. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., to A. C. Lyant, Esq., C.B., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. 


I wave the honour to forward, in original, the letter from the Amir brought by the 
especial messenger mentioned in Captain Conolly’s telegram to your address of the 10th 
instant, and to state that a reply has been sent to His Highness a copy of which is 
herewith enclosed. 





Enclosure 22 in No, 24. 


Translation of a Letter from the Amm of Kabul, to the address of Genera Sim F, 
Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., dated 8th September 1879. 
Arter Compiiments.—Be it known to you that I have sent a concise written 
account of the events of Wednesday and Thursday,* the 15th and 16th of the current 
month (Ramazan), for your information, and I was on the 
* Corresponding to 3rdand 4th point of writing an account of the events which occurred 


September. on Friday, Saturda d Sunday, the 17th, 18th d 
SUR Aa shacanulesteieniets day, Saturday, and Sunday, the 17th, 18th, an 

t ei abuse een e 19thf idem, when a friendly letter, dated the 18tht{ Rama- 

§ Sth September. zan from Captain Conolly, arrived at 10 a.m., on Monday, 


the 2Uth§ idem. I have perused it and mastered its con- 
tents. Whereas it is necessary that the Officers of the illustrious British Government, 
who are in reality my kind and sympathising friends, should be thoroughly informed of 
the various and variable cvents of the present time, [ have deputed my confidential 
Peshkidmat, Sher Muhammad Khan, to you that he may wait upon you and represent 
in detail the truc state of affairs and lay before you a few words, which, for the welfare 
and friendship of the two Governments, I have entrusted to him, to the best of his 
ability. 


Enclosure 23 in No. 24. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Generar Sir F. Roprrrs, to the Amm, dated 
13th September 1879. 


Arter Comeiimentrs.—Be it known to your Iighness that an order has reached me 
from his Excclleney, the Governor-General (to the effect) that, according to the Treaty 
which was concluded in May of this year 1879, between the British Government and 
your Highness the Amir of Kabul, and which was entirely approved by your Highness, 
it was agreed that, conformably to your special request, an Knglish officer should be 
appointed as an Envoy at the city of Kabul, and that “T (the Amir) will be responsible 
© for his protection and henorable treatment.” Whereas, in accordance with your High- 
ness undertaking the responsibility, four British officers were sent to Kabul. After six 
weeks they were ruthlessly killed in the very Bala Hissar and within the Residency, 
and no effort was made by your Highness to protect them; but this was done by your 
Highness’ own troops and subjects, and your helplessness and inability to carry out the 
treaty engagement became apparent. Moreover, it appears difficult for your Highness 
to establish your power even in your own capital; therefore, an English army 18 
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advancing to Kabul for this purpose, (77z.) to inflict retribution upon the mutineers and 
murderers of the said officers, and that the terms of Treaty may be concluded (sic). 
The object of my Government In cntering Afghanistan by the different routes is to 
strengthen and consolidate your Highness’ Government on condition that your Highness 
loyally observe the friendship which has been concluded between the two Governments, 
and in no other way is it possible to strengthen your Highness’ Government. 

Your Highness’ triendly letter of the 16th* Ramazan intimated that your friendship 
and sincerity are apparent, and will become apparent. But, 
in the meanwhile, my Government has heard that men have 
been sent from Kabul to stir up the people in the country. As this is contrary to the 
friendship above-mentioned, it appears therefore proper that your Highness should 
depute a confidential Agent to me, so that I should converse with him and become 
acquainted with your Highness’ objects, as 1 am invested by Government with this 


power. 


* 4th Seplember. 


Enclosure 24 in No, 24. 
No. 2, dated Camp Ali Kehl, 15th September 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Sir }’. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., to A. C. Lyaut, Esq., C.B., 
Secretary to the Government of India, ‘oreign Department. 


I nave the honor to forward (1), in original, a letter from [lis Highness the Amir to 
Captain Conolly received yesterday, précis of which was telegraphed to you yesterday 
evening ; (2) copy of letter addressed to the Amir in accordance with the terms of your 
message of yesterday; (3) a narrative by Nawab Sir Gholam Hussan Khan, K.C.S.I. 


Enclosure 25 in No. 24. 


Translation of a Letter from the Amir to Capratn Conotry, dated 23rd Ramazan, 
H. 1296, (corresponding to 11th September 1879). 

Arter Comrtiments.—Be it known to you that your friendly letter, dated the 19th 
Ramazan, reached me last night, Thursday, the 23rd idem. I was gratified to hear of 
your good health. T have fully understood the contents of your Ictter. My reliance 
upon the perfect kindness and good-will of his Excellency the Governor-General and 
the other officers of the iHustrious British Government, who really desire the prosperity 
and advancement of my Government has become stronger. 

Although I exceedingly regret and deplore the occurrence of the recent event, yet 

there is no remedy and help against the decrees of God. It is to be hoped that the fire 
of this tumult aud uproar will be soon extinguished, and by the great vengeance which 
L intend to inflict, a result will become known to the world, which will perfectly console 
and satisfy both our hearts, and those of our friends. 
_ [have written and sent you an account of the events that have occurred here twice 
in two letters, and the third time by the hand of my Peshkhidmat, Sher Muhammad 
Khan; and now I am writing to you that during the last cight days I have protected 
myself and my family by means of friends, relatives, and a body of my trusted adherents 
and servants, from the mutineers and rebels, having kept some of them at a distance 
from me by means of money, and dismissed others, such as troopers, from the service. 
Both day and night I am thinking how to repair the cffects of this blow. God willing, 
the mutincers will soon be requited for their deeds, and order and tranquillity be restored 
to this God-granted Government, to the satisfaction and content of the hearts of the 
representatives of the illustrious (British) Government. 

The governors and rulers of certain provinces have also commenced to revolt. Iam 
attentively looking to every direction, that is to say, I am seriously thinking how, 
by the help of God, every place where disturbance prevails may be restored to peace 
and tranquility, 

Nawab Gholam Hussan Khan will give you an account of the disturbed state of the 
country which he has seen and ascertained on the road. As soon as the intelligence of 
the approach of the Nawab (to Kabul) reached me on the outbreak of this disturbance 
I despatched Wazir Shah Muhammad Khan, and Muhammad Yusaf Khan, the guardian 
of my son and heir-apparent, to meet him, and after conveying my friendly sentiments 
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to him to relate to him verbally the present state of affairs, and to return after th I 
seen him pass these limits in safety. ey ad 
My friend, I have this hope that, by the favor of God, as far as lies i 
and ability and strength and might, I may exhibit my perfect innocence a 
in my friendship and amity with the British Government, and establish m 
or friendship with the illustrious Government. 
Further I will inform you of everything that takes place daily. 


Q My power 
nd sincerity 


y good name 


Enclosure 26 in No. 24. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Generat Sir F, Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., to the 
Anm, dated Ali Khel, the 15th September 1879. 


Arter Cowruiments.—Be it known to your Highness that I have sent your High. 
ness’ two friendly letters of the 3rd and 4th September, conveying your Highness 
cordial sentiments, in original to his Excellency the Governor-General; and I have 
received an answer thereto to the effect that they give evidence of your Highness 
sincerity. I therefore write to inform your Highness and give you good news that if 
your Highness, as in the past, should continue to the end friendly and sincere, your 
Highness may rest perfectly assured and rely on the British Government that no harm 
or injury (lit. anxiety) will befall your Highness. The British force is coming specially 
to support your Highness, and will protect your Highness from all kinds of harm and 
danger, and strengthen your Highness’ Government. 


Enclosure 27 in No. 24. 


Narrative of Nawan Sir Guoramn Hussan Kuan, K.C.S.I., dated Ali Khel, 14th 
September 1879. 


(Received with letter from Sim PF. Roserts, No. 2, dated Ali Khel, 15th Sept. 1879). 


I tert Kandahar on the 18th August for Kabul with eight or ten Sowars and 16 or 18 
footmen (inclhiding servants), of whom some 15 or so were armed men. We were 
escorted by one Habbo Khan Lukozai, Durani, told off by the Governor for the 
purpose. I believe all parties were sorry to lose ine from Kandahar except the 
Barakzais. 

I kept out of the way of a Kabul regiment marching down the road, and the troops 
at. Ghazni appeared to me ready for mischief. According to advice received here, I left 
the high road to travel by Wardak, accompanied by one Mirza Ahmad Ali Khan. | 
got safely as far as Shah Kalander Kili, two marches from Kabul, and there heard of 
the disaster. Seeing that the Ghilzais of the place under one Muhammad Hossein 
Khan were hostile, I returned about a mile to Mustaufi Kila, where onc Abdul Guffoor 
Akhoonzada, was kind to me, though a Mullah tried to raise the people against mej; 
they stole some of my things, but those were recovered. Allal-ud-din Khan now joined 
me with a few sowars having been scent by the Amir. I left all my things (10 or II 
camel loads) and two horses in charge of one Haji Ata Muhammud Khan, Wardak, whom 
I had formerly befriended at Dera Ismail Khan on his way to Mccca, and who took 
them back to his own fort two stages back. I gave him a waich. 

We now came away direct for the Shuturgurdan, escorted by Muhammad Afzal 
Khan and 60 or 70 Wardakis to the Logar border, and beyond that by Allal-ud-din 
Khan with a large following. 

Two days after leaving Mustaufi Kila, Wazir Shah Muhammad Khan met me at 
Allal-ud-din Karez with some horse and foot, and gave me some information from the 
Amir, translation of which is attached. 

Allal-ud-din Khan and myself then went on, the Wazir returning to Kabul, and 
reached British troops on Shuturgurdan, and were cordially received, Allal-ud-din 
Khan wanted to go back, but I persuaded him to come on and sce what General 
Roberts required of him. 
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Enclosure 28 in No. 24. 


Translation of the Proclamation issued by Generat Sie I. Ronerts, K.C.B., V.C., in 
Command of the British Forces despatched to Afghanistan, dated Ali Khel, the 
16th September 1879, corresponding to the 28th Ramazan 1296. 


Be it known to all the Chiefs and the people of the country of Kabul and its 
Dependencies that, in accordance with the Treaty concluded in May 1879, corresponding 
to Jamdi-ul-Akhir 1296 Hijri, between the two great Governments, and to the terms of 
which His Highness the Amir expressed his assent, and agreed to the location of an 
Envoy of Her Imperial Majesty the Empress, a British Envoy was, at the special request 
of His Highness the Amir, located at the Kabul Court, and the Amir guaranteed that 
he should be treated honorably and protected. 

Within six weeks after the said Envoy was received at and entered (Kabul) the whole 
Embassy was besieged and massacred in the very citadel of His Highness the Amir, who 
could not save or protect them from the hands of the soldiers and the people. From this 
the lack of power of the Amir and the weakness of his authority in his capital itself is 
quite apparent and manifest. For this reason the British troops are advancing for the 
purpose of taking a public revenge on behalf of the deceased as well as of obtaining 
satisfaction (lit. consolidation) of the terms entered into in the ‘Treaty concluded. The 
British troops are entering Afghanistan for the purpose of strengthening the royal 
authority of His Highness the Amir on condition that His Highness loyally uses those 
powers for the maintenance of friendship and of amicable relations with the British 
Government. This is the only course by which the Amir’s kingdom can remain intact, 
and (by which) also the friendly sentiments and sincerity expressed in his letter of the 
4th September 1879 after the cccurrence of the (said) event can be proved. 

For the purpose of removing any doubt abont the concord of the two Governments 
the Amir has been addressed to depute a confidential agent to my camp. 

The British force will not punish or injure any one except the persons who have 
taken part or joined in the massacre of the Embassy unless they offer opposition. 
ae rest, the small and great, who are unconcerned (therein) may rest assured 
of this. 

Carriage and supplies of every description should be brought into the British camp. 
Full price and hire shall be paid for everything that may be taken. Whereas mercy 
and humanity are the characteristics of this great Government, this proclamation is 
issued beforehand for the information of the people at large. 


Enclosure 29 in No. 24. 


Statement of Rusu, Sepoy, 7th Company, Corps of Guides, of Mianrai, Yusufzai, 
taken 16th September 1879. 


Anout 14 days before the attack on Residency, four sowars of the Guides were 
attacked in the bazaar of Kabul, but escaped. On the 14th day after this, in the early 
Morning, some regiments, I don’t know how many, were drawn up below the Bala 
Hissar, but inside the walls, to receive their pay. I do not know the names of the 
regiments, but they were unarmed. They suddenly broke into open mutiny with cries 
of “kill the kafirs.”? Iwas then in the Residency, in a building beside the house in 
which the European officers were. The troops came running up from the north, and 
cntering our enclosure commenced to throw stones at us, and plundered our things 
Which lay in the yard marked B. Mr. Hamilton came up and shut the gate leading 
from B into the road. We ascended the roofs of the houses in B. The troops 
attacked us with stoncs only, and were then unarmed. Sir L. Cavagnari ascended 
the roof of the Residency when a high officer of the Amir, whom I do not know, 
came from the parade ground and entered the arsenal, which is a good stone throw 
from B. The troops threw their stones away and entered the arsenal too. 
We had not fired upon the troops; they retired without our firing upon them; 
m fact Mr. Hamilton told us not to act on the offensive but keep quiet. The 
sowars also came inside B from ©, leaving their horses in C. Then they began 
to fire upon us from the arsenal, and at the same time attacked their General. 
So | have heard, but did not see it. They fired four shots at us from the arsenal, when 
a shot was fired by Sir L. Cavagnari, who was on the south-western corner of the 
Residency, killing a man standing at the door of the arsenal. We were then on the roof 
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of the Sikhs’ quarters, Mr. Hamilton with us. Then the firing became general {rom the 
arsenal upon us. ‘There is a parapet on the roof of B, but none on A. The A fghans 
stood at and near the door of the arsenal: the arsenal stands on high ground, higher 
than the Residency, and commands the roofs of A and B, clearing C. Sir L. Cavagnari 
fired four shots lying on his face on the roof of A, when Mr. Hamilton, who was with 
us, said he had been wounded, but I don’t know where Sir Louis was hit up to now: 
none of us had fired except Sir Louis. Then we got the order to fire, and we fired, 
Shortly after [ and a few others descended and entered A in order to prevent the smell 
door at DD being foreed. I and three other sepoys sat there, two Sikhs and two Mussul. 
moans, when a Kabuli, who was a servant of the Mission, came up and said Sir Lonis 
Cavagnari had sent him with a Ictter to the Amir. We Iet him out by the door at D, 
Metab Sing Jemadar giving the order. The door at K was always open. The Afghans 
then broke through the wall at I’, and four men came in and entered the Residency 
though we fired, one was shot at the courtyard. Sir Louis Cavagnari was wounded 
about 8am. When we went to D Mr. Hamilton and Dr. Kelly also came into the 
Residency A. ‘The roof of A to the north is one story higher than to the south. | 
don’t know where Sir L. Cavagnari was. Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Jenkyns, and Dr, 
Kelly were all in F with us. Mr. Jenkyns and some six or eight scpoys ascended the 
roof of I and fired from the north-western corner on the Afghans. ‘I'he troops then 
placed ladders on the roof of a house to the north-eastern corner of 1’, and ascended the 
roof: this was about noon, and many were killed and wounded of’ us then. Mehtab 
Sing, Karak Sing Havildar, a Duffadar and others were dead. About this time the 
Afghans fetched up two guns and planted them to the north-west of B; they had also 
made holes in the thin courtyard wall from M to N. We, when the Afghans ascended 
the roof of I*, descended into the building. Mr. Jenkyns sheltered himself in the rooms 
in the west corner of the building, while Mr. Hamilton and Dr. Kelly, with some sepoys, 
including mysclf, went from the cast of F to the west in the building. The Afghans 
entered after us, and commenced to plunder and set fire to F from below, and the 
Afghans began to leave the building, ascending to the roof, and descending by the 
ladders. About 2 p.m. the fire began to make the building untenable, and we leapt 
trom the roof of F into a narrow wall, and thence down to the roof of the Sikhs’ quarters 
to the roof of B. The rest left this roof of F, but I remained behind, being driven back 
by the flames. I saw then at the east wall of F (the roof was about to fall) a Kabuli, 
Dost Muhammad, an acquaintance of mine, among some men who rushed up to kill me. 
Dost Muhammad called out loudly in Pushtu “don’t kill him, he is my ustad,” he 
caught me in his arms and dragged me off to one side, another Afghan snatching my 
rifle from me. He led me off to his house in the Bala Hissar; we were all in plain 
clothes, for no one had time to put on uniform. I told Dost Muhammad then to run 
and get me news of what was happening, his house is close, and he ran up sharp to see. 
He told they brought up the guns close to the door of Band killed some and carried 
off the rest of the Sowars’ horses. They blew the door of B in and fired the building. 
He said that when the gate was blown open, about 3 p.m., Mr. Hamilton charged out of 
the gate at the Afghans, and was killed in the gateway, and Dr. Kelly and Mr. Jenkyns 
were killed there too, charging out at the head of the sepoys who remained alive. All 
were killed. Some have escaped, six sowars went out on grass-cutting guard; four 
have been killed, and two are said to have escaped, so I hear, I did not sce any corpses 
of European officers, nor did I go to see for fear of my life. Dost Muhammad said to 
me, that next morning they put all the corpses in one place, below the wall of the Bala 
Hissar at a waste plot of ground at IT’. not far from the latrines; they dug a trench and 
buried Europeans, Sikhs, and Mahomedans there. Next day I left Kabul to go down to 
Peshawur, About four kos from Kabul I came into a village, of which [ don’t know the 
name, where there were troops of the Amir. They held me back and beat me for being 
a “kalir,” and were about to cut my throat, calling out “Ict us kill this Cavagnari-ite ;” 
( Cavagnari’”’), but a soldicr whom I told Iwas a Mussulman, begged me off toa 
village called Sarasia, where they again were about to kill me, when T tell at the feet of 
a Mian, who protected me, and I spent three days there with onc Shamsudin. I left on 
the fourth day, but was again arrested at a village three kos this side of Sarasia, ‘The 
people beat me, but let me go again. Some officer of the Afghan army heard that [ had 
escaped, and again J was arrested by his men on the road and taken back; they stripped 
me, but let me go. ‘Then I came along at night in the hills. I left Jcllalabad exactly 
48 hours ago, travelling chiefly by night. There was no foree in Jellalabad nor ™ 
Dakka, nor are any coming, as far as [ know or have heard. Everybody along the roatl 
is afraid, but they are not preparing for resistance. I have heard that some Mullahs are 
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talking of resistance. The regiments were on pay parade in the open ground inside the 
Bala Hissar when they broke. 

I have heard that Daud Shah is wounded, Wali Muhammad Khan fied from 
“ Nazarband” to Kurram; and that the Amir is in great distress at what has happened. 


Nore.—The above does not differ very materially from the story of Taimur, the guide 
who atrived yesterday, except in details regarding the commencement and the mode of 
the attack. Rusul is now being cross-examined, and his further statement will follow 
to-morrow. ‘his man belongs to the infantry, and may have been away from the 
cavalry lines when the shots were fired by the Sikhs, or Taimur may not know who 
fired the first shots. 

None of the regiments had ammunition, which had been taken away by the Amir, 
even those who had arms. The regiment that began the mutiny was also disarmed. 

(Signed ) W. G. Waterrietp, Lieut.-Colonel, 

Peshawur, the 17th Sepember 1879. Commissioner. 


Enclosure 30 in No. 24. 


Statement of Sepoy Muuammap Dost, G. Company (Q, O.) Corps of Guides, one of 
the survivors of the Cabul Embassy Escort, dated Murdan, 18th September 1879. 
Sevoy Mcunammap Dosr, Ghilzai, resident of Muhammad Khel, in Lughman District, 

Kabul, states as follows :— 

I was employed to arrange for atta for the escort from the “ Kuchis.” Early on the 
morning of the 3rd September (day of attack) I went out of the Residency and brought 
back one load. I was told to go and gct another, and when returning with it I found 
the Residency was surrounded by the Herati regiments, and fighting was going on. I re- 
turned to the Kuchi people. I was not in uniform. It was after 8 a.m. when I returned 
with atta the second time. When I first started for atta I saw /the Herati regiments 
assembling to get pay. They had not got their rifles with them, but had side arms. 

[heard that the Herati regiments were dissatisfied with only getting one month's pay 
instead of two, as other regiments had got the previous day. Daud Shah was sitting 
above watching the pay being given out. The soldiery began throwing stones at him, 
and he came down to where they were, when he was cut down with a tulwar and was 
bayoneted. He was not killed, but there was no hope for him. 

The soldiers then made for the Amir’s house, but were turned by his guard, and then 
they turned towards the Embassy and pelted the escort with stones. The Amir sent a 
message to Sir Louis Cavagnari to Ict no one get near his party. The escort fired upon 
the soldiers and killed nine men. Then the soldiers broke into the Amir’s magazine and 
armed themselves with rifles, | 

hid until evening in a house outside. I saw the Residency was burning. All was 
over about sunset. 

When I first went out. for atta that morning, Lieutenant Hamilton and Dr. Kelly went 
out for a ride with some of our Sowars and some of the Amir’s as escort. I heard a man 
say there were two Sahibs with the Amir’s cavalry, and I was in hopes they might have 
been my Sahibs. 

I stayed in a house about three miles from Kabul for three days. I heard that the 
grass-cutters and the guard with them were under the protection of Amir’s cavalry. 
Two of the grass-cutters had been killed by some people. 

When I started for Murdan, I went through Lughman, and remained there three 
days. Asmatula Khan came down upon Charbagh and looted the place, killing six of 
the Amir’s people. 

When I got to Jcllalabad I heard that a Poorbeah grass-cutter who was dumb, or 
pretending to be dumb, had arrived there, and was being taken care of by the Hakim. 

There was no force at Jellalabad, or at Gandamak, or at Butkak. 

I stayed two days at Lalpura. The fort at Dakka was occupicd by 150 men of 
Muhammad Sadik Khan of Lalpura, 

I did not go through Lundikotal, but left it on my right and went by footpaths to Ali 
Musjid, where I stayed a night. 

[was told the Herati regiments had upwards of 200 men killed. 

(Signed) R. B. Camesett, Major, 
Queen’s Own Corps of Guides. 


P 937, I 
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Remarks by Cotonex Jenxins, C.B. 


I rninx this man gives a fair account of what he saw and heard. I made a mnistak 
in saying in my telegram that he had come out by Michni. ‘Taimur, the first man oh 
got down to Lundikotal is here, but has got bad fever, otherwise he might be sent to 
Simla to be examined. The Government has his statement, however. It seems to me 
that neither the Amir nor Daud Shah knew that there would be an outbreak. 

J have now two men in Kabul on leave, and a third that I sent to get news when | 
heard of the disaster. 


Enclosure 31 in No. 24. 


Carr. J. B. Hurcuinson, Officiating Departmental Commissioner, Lahore, to 
Commissioner of PesHawtr, dated 18th September 1879. 


TY writ to tell you that the man Khezi has arrived at Lahore. I had a long’ inter. 
view with him this morning, together with his brother, Sikunder. The following is the 
substance of his information, which for convenience sake I will give in his own words. 

‘I was formerly a sowar in the Guides. I took my discharge two years ago. My 
family lived at Kabul. I went there. I aman Armenian Christian. Dr. Kelly was 
the doctor of my regiment, and I knew him well. The Herati regiments were not at 
Kabul when the massacre took place. They had been disbanded, and had gone away. 
Only those whose homes were at Kabul remained there. Three Kabuli regiments were 
on duty at the magazine 100 yards from the house occupied by the Embassy in the 
Bala Hissar. I frequently noticed these soldiers taking together in knots of 10 to 20 
men. They always were talking about the Embassy, and were saying that in a day or 
two they should all be killed. I told Dr. Kelly what they said. He answered ‘Oh! 
you are afraid!’ but I said,‘no, 1 am not afraid for myself, but I am for you.’ I 
could not make Dr. Kelly understand that there was much fear. The gencral people 
like the English. They would be only too glad if the English ruled the country, but 
what they fear is that they will come and then go away again, and then any one who 
shows them any friendliness will be killed. Several men of high standing would have 
liked to visit the Embassy, but were not allowed. The strictest watch was kept not to 
let the English fraternise with men of position and influence. I left Kabul the Saturday 
before the massacre. I reached Jellalabad in five days, staid there two days, and then 
came into Peshawur in four days. I believe the three Kabuli regiments were guilty of 
the massacre, and J believe the Amir knew it must take place. The Amir was very 
cold and distant with the Envoy lately. He showed by his face that he did not want to 
mect him. He got rid of him as soon as he could when he called. I believe that the 
Amir understood that if he did not agree to the Embassy being massacred he would 
himself be put out of the way. I only spoke to Dr. Kelly. [ was never able to get. to 
Major Cavagnari to speak to him.” 

The above was evidently all that this man could tell me, but he seemed to be well 
acquainted with the general fecling at Kabul, and declared that the Bazaar people and 
private individuals were very well inclined towards the English, but not the soldicry and 
officials, and he did not believe the Amir was at all on our side in reality. 





No. 25. 
Telegram from Secretary or STATE, 27th September 1879, to Viceroy. 
{EUTER reports cholera amongst troops. Is it trac? Tclegraph reply immediately. 


No. 26. 


Telegram from Viceroy, 29th September 1879, to SecreTARY oF STATE. 
Your telegram 27th. Cholera prevails generally from ee to Jumrood only ; 
a few cases occurred at Ali Musjid, but that place and Lundi Kotal are quite free. As 
troops advance beyond Jumrood they lose cholera influence. 
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No. 27. 
No. 215 of 1879. (Extract.) 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To The Right Hon. Viscounr Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 


My Lorp, Simla, October 2, 1879. 

We have the honour to forward to your Lordship, for the information of Her 
Majesty’s Government, copies of further papers containing detailed descriptions of the 
outbreak of the troops in Kabul and the attack upon the Residency. The enclosures 
also carry down to the present date the narrative of events attending the advance of 
the British forces upon the Amir’s capital. 

9, The most important and apparently the most trustworthy accounts of what passed 
on the 3rd September, and on the days immediately preceding and succeeding, are those 
of Timos (Taimur), of the Corps of Guides, who formed one of the Residency Guard ; 
and of Ressaldar-Major Nakshband Khan, Sirdar Bahadur, a British pensioner, who 
was in Sir L. Cavagnari’s employ at Kabul. These statements are now forwarded in 
extenso with this letter. 

3. The postcript to our last despatch informed your Lordship that General Baker 
had advanced to Kushi and had encamped there with the troops under his command 
without any opposition. We now learn-by a telegrain that General Roberts arrived at 
the same place on the 28th ultimo with three regiments; and it is understood that his 
whole force, assembled yesterday at Kushi, moves forward to-day toward Kabul. The 
Cavalry Brigade, accompanied by General Roberts in person, advanced the day before 
yesterday as far as Zarghun Shahr, and was expected to reach Zahidabad, two marches 
from Kabul, to-day. General Roberts expresses his hope that the whole force will have 
arrived before the walls of the capital by Sunday, the 5th instant, Intelligence of the 
arrival of His Highness the Amir in General Baker’s camp on the 27th September, has 
already been communicated to Your Lordship by telegraph. At 9 o’clock on the 
morning of that day General Baker received a letter from Daud Shah, the Afghan 
Commander-in-Chief, asking whether General Baker would receive him and the Amir’s 
heit-apparent in camp. General Baker replied in the affirmative. An hour afterwards 
some special servants of the Amir arrived, inquiring whether His Highness himself, 
attended by 300 sowars, would be received in camp. General Baker replied that he 
would meet him a mile from camp. The Amir appeared at Kushi on the evening of 
the same day attended by his son, Sirdar Yahya Khan, Daud Shah, a suite of 45 members, 
including many of the most important Chiefs, and an escort of about 200 men. Shortly 
before this, the Mustaufi and the Wazir Shah Muhammad, who had been allowed, 
after several interviews, to leave General Roberts’ camp, had arrived at Kushi, where 
they have now joined the retinue of the Amir. 

4. On receipt of this news by the Government of India, General Roberts was 
instructed by telegram not. to delay his advance, and to issue a proclamation announcing 
his intention to occupy Kabul. On the following day the letter of general instruc- 
tions, which is forwarded to your Lordship separately by this mail, was sent to 
General Roberts for the guidance of his proceedings as soon as he shall have occupied 
the city. It was reported that the gates were closed, and that the city was in 
some confusion immediately after the departure of the Amir, who appears to have 
left. without giving any public notice of his intentions; and as svon as_ his 
withdrawal became known, the people, after some fruitless appeal had been made for 
assistance to three regiments in Kohistan, began removing their property. Kabul was 
reported to be quiet on the 27th September, but we now learn that four infantry 
regiments have returned thither from Turkestan, which may encourage the inhabitants 
toresistance. Besides the persons of rank and importance who accompanied the Amir, 
several others, including Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan and Abdulla Khan, awaited 
General Roberts’ arrival at Zarghun Shahr, which is 7 miles distant from Kushi, and 
a Satisfactory interview followed. The Amir has addressed the Ghilzais and his officials 
forbidding opposition to the advanee of our troops, and has promised assistance, 
transport, and supplies, which, in obedicnec to his orders, have been sent in. 

_9%. Hitherto, there has been little active molestation from the tribes along either the 

Kurram or Khyber line of advance. There have been rumours indeed of a general 

nising, and a warning to this effect was received from the Amir himself before he joined 

the camp at Kushi, A raid by marauders upon a convoy iof telegraph material was 

Mentioned in our last despatch ; and on the 27th September, Gencral Roberts, on his 
12 
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march toward the Shuturgardun was attacked by a party of Mangals and Ghilzai 
whom he beat off and dispersed with loss. In this affair five sepoys of a Sikh regiment 
were killed, and Deputy Surgeon-General Townsend was wounded. Along the Khyber 
route, where at first certain circumstances seemed to point to possible Opposition, the 
people have shown no intention, as yet, of attempting to hinder General Bright's 
progress. ‘The Khan of Lalpura was informed that the Dakka fort would be required 
for our troops, and he returned an amicable reply. The Amir had sent orders to him 
and to the Afghan officials along the Jeflalabad route, that they were not to resist, but, 
on the contrary, to facilitate the advance of the British troops. On the 29th September, 
a telegram arrived from Lundikotal stating that Dakka had been occupied by the 
Guides without opposition, and that the Khan of Lalpura, who is devoted to the Amirs 
interests, had retired to Lalpura. On the 30th the road was reported to be quiet, and 
supplies had begun to come in. A small collection of Mohmunds who had assembled 
near Dakka had dispersed. 

6. From Kandahar the news received is of a satisfactory character, The brigade 
under General Hughes, which has been detached for a reconnaissance toward Ghazni 
and the country of the Southern Ghilzais, left Kandahar for Kelat-i-Ghilzai on the 
23rd September. Major St. John, who accompanied the force, received on the 25th 
September a letter from the Afghan Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai in which he expressed 
pleasure at the approach of the troops, and promised assistance in obtaining supplies. 

7. Among the enclosures to this despatch will be found letters received from the Amir 
prior to his entry into the British camp at Kushi. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
IF. P. HAINES. 


A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 

JOHN STRACHEY., 
E. B. JOHNSON. 

W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 22nd September 1879. 


From Generav Sir F. S. Roperts, Ali Khel, to Viceroy, Simla. 


Geyerat Baxer reports that guard escorting mails this morning between Shuturgurdan 
and Karatiga were attacked by Ghilzais or Mangals, six men, 5th P.I., and about 
20 muleteers and telegraph workmen killed, 74 mules carried off. Report received by 
General Baker of threatened attack on his camp. He is prepared. Allal-ud-din has 
sent men to Ghilzais, and hopes to keep road free from further attacks. General Baker 
will, however, be on the look out. 350 of 5th P.I. marched from this to-day for 
Karatiga escorting reserve ammunition. I-A and 12th B. C. go to-morrow. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 23rd September 1879. 


From Genenrat Doran, Lundikotal, to Quarrenmaster-GENERAL, Simla. 


Hussern, Hamilton’s syce, has arrived here from Kabul: he corroborates the stories of 
Taimur and Russul in all particulars; states that three men of the Guides, a Duffadar, 
and two Sowars, are safe in Chandaol and Muradkhana, suburbs of Kabul; also that the 
three mutinous regiments were sent to Istalif by the Amir a week after the massacre to 
bring three lakhs of treasure. 

Simla, September 25, 1879. 


69 


Enclosure 3 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 25th September 1879. 


From Foreicn Sxcrerary, Simla, to Gunerat Roserts, Ali Khel. 

Gurwes should reach Dakka 28th. Please request Amir to order his officials and all 
his subjects on route from Khyber vid Jellalabad to facilitate Bright’s advance. Any 
kind of opposition must be strictly prohibited. We have made declaration that our 
troops come to assist Amir and to restore authority. 





Enclosure 4 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 26th September 1879. 


From Forrten Secretary, Simla, to Genera Roserts, Ali Knel. 


Fotnowine message from Lundikotal to Quartermaster-General received to-day :— 
Begins. 

Amir has written to his officials positively forbidding opposition to our advance. 

Small collection of Mohmunds, 12 miles from Lalpura, has dispersed. Ends. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 27th September 1879. 


From Generar, Baker, Kushi, to Viceroy, Simla, 


Recetven letter from Afghan Commander-in-Chief at 9 this morning, asking whether 
I would receive him and Amir’s heir-apparent in camp. Answer sent him in affirmative. 
An hour afterwards Amir’s special servants arrived asking whether I would receive Amir 
himself, attended by 300 sowars. Ilave sent him word to say that I will meet him a 
mile from camp. The Mustaufi and Wazir arrived here this morning from Ali Khel. 


Snelosure 6 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 27th September 1879. 
T’'rom Generat Ronrrrs, Shuturgurdan, to Viceroy, Simla. 
The Amir, attended by his son, Sirdar Yahya Khan, Daud Shah, and suite of 
45 members, with escort of about two hundred men, rcached Kushi this evening. 


Kabul reported to be in state of disturbance, and the gates of city closed. I go to 
Kushi with 9th Lancers, 5th Punjab Cavalry, and 92nd Highlanders to-morrow. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 27th September 1879. 
From Mayor Hastinas, Kushi, through Shuturgurdan, to Forvicn Secretary, Simla. 


Tnere are with the Amir, his son, Sirdar Yahya Khan, Daud Shah, Commander-in- 
Chief, Sirdar Ahmed Ali Jan, Haji Khanimulla Khan, Syud Ahmed, son of azul 
Mahomed of Kunar, Nesanided, (?) son of Sirdar Abdul Ghanni. Mulla Shah 
Mahomed and Mustanfi here in camp. 





Enclosure 8 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 28th September 1879. 


From Generau Ronmnts, Dobandi, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Strapar Watt Mouawman Kuan, Habibula (?) Khan, son of the late Dost Muhammad, 
Abdulla Khan, son of Sultan Muhammad Khan, once Governor of Herat, and 


eee Hakim Khan are at Zarghun Shahr waiting for me. J am now on my way 
® Kush. 


18 
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Enclosure 9 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 28th Septentber 1879. 


From Grnerat Roserts, Kushi, to Foreign Secrerary, Simla. 


Amin’s representatives in Kabul are Sirdar Wazir Muhammad Khan, General Abdul 
Ker) (?) Khan, Sirdar Nur Muhammad Khan and Mirza Syud Ahmed. Amir left city 
without people knowing his intention. When people found he had fled, they bent 
messages to the three regiments in Kohistan asking if they would help regiments ; replied 
they could not assist at Kabul; but promised to do so in Kohistan. People are carrying 
off their goods from the city, and no opposition expected. Wali Muhammad and other 
Sirdars left city without Amir’s permission. Up to noon, Saturday, all was quiet in 
Kabul. Amir has written Ghilzais of Spega to desist from troubling us in the Hazar 


Darakht (?) ; he has also promised assistance, transport, supplies. I reached this to-day, 
and will see Amir to-morrow morning. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 28th September 1879. 


From Masor Hastinos, Kushi, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Smrepar Wart Manomep, Hasan Khan, Mahomed Kasim (?) Khan, Habibula Khan, 
sons of late Dost Mahomed, Abdulla Khan, son of Sultan Mahomed Khan, once 
Governor of Herat, and Mahomed Hakim Khan, son of Mahomed Sharif Khan, are at 
Zarghun. Orders sent for them to remain there at present. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 29th September 1879. 


From Genera Roserrs, Kushi, through Shuturgurdan, to Viceroy, Simla. 


Reached this yesterday with 9th Lancers, 5th Punjab Cavalry, and 92nd High- 
landers. Remainder of force will arrive on 1st October, and on following day I shall 
advance on Kabul. Amir with Sirdars who accompinied him is in camp. Wali 
Muhammad Khan and other Sirdars came to-day. Weather magnificent ; troops 
healthy ; all well. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 27, 
Telegram, dated 30th September 1879. 


From Genera Roserts, Kushi, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


Your telegram of 25th, reporting advance Khyber force. Amir says, he had 
previously addressed Hakim of Jellalabad and Khan of Lalpura, ordering every facility 
to be afforded. He has now urgently repeated the offer. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 30th September, 1879. 


Trom Generat Roserts, Kushi, through Shuturgurdan, to Viceroy, Simla. 


Cavalry Brigade, with two guns Horse Artillery, and two companies 72nd Highlanders, 
march to-day for Zarghun Shahr, accompanied by 5th Punjab Infantry, to be qoines 
to-morrow by 23rd Pioneers with treasure and reserve ammunition. Last of Kabu 
Field Force left Ali Khe! yesterday, will be here to-morrow. Mangals and Ghilzais who 
attacked us on 27th, suffered considerable loss, and are reported to have disperse . 
A small party of 92nd Highlanders under Colour-Sergeant Macdonald, and of 3rd Sikhs 
under Jemadar Suer (7) Mahomed, a native of Kabul, did excellent service a 
to close quarters with the enemy. Dismounted men of 9th {Lancers and 5th Punja 
Cavalry aided materially with their carbines. The Amir, and indeed all Afghans, 
express great astonishment at horsed guns being driven over the Shuturgurdan, an 
extremely difficult road, which had, however, been made so good by Sappers an 
Pionecrs. under General Bakcr’s orders, that elephants were not required. au 
Shah Khan’s wounds have been dressed by Dr. Dake, who considers, were caused by 
bayonet or stoning, and that unconsciousness would probably resalt from them. 
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Enclosure 14 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 1st October 1879. 


From GeneraL Roserts, Kushi, to Foreran Secretary, Simla. 


Cavalry Brigade marched to Zarghun Shahr yesterday, and will be at Zahidabad 
to-morrow. I accompanied cavalry and met Wali Mahomed Khan and several other 
Sirdars, chiefly Barakzai. All professed great friendship for British Government. 
Supplies were forthcoming by order of Amir. Amir seems more at ease than when he 
first came to camp. Padshah Khan is, I think, with us; he is now with me in camp. 
Last of force will be here to-day, and on Sunday next the whole should be assembled 
in front of Kabul. Accounts are so conflicting, it is difficult to say whether there 
will be opposition. I am inclined to think not, but the four infantry regiments have 
returned from Turkestan which may induce the Kabul troops to fight. 


Enclosure 15 im No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 27th September 1879. 


i 
From Commisstoner, Peshawur, to Punsas GoveRNMENT, Simla. 


Latest news Kabul just given me by a servant of Sirdar Zulficar Khan, detenu in 
Lahore. He left Kabul day of the Jd. Nakshband Khan had just reached his home at 
Kama in disguise. Abdul Karim Khan, Kohistani, killed by the soldicry. Cavagnari's 
body recovered from ruins day before Id, was placed in a coffin by the Amir when informant 
left. The mutineers were three orderly, and not Herati regiments, and they have now 
been sent to Kohistan under Sirdar Wali Muhammad to collect revenue. 

Family of Kazi Abdul Kadir has reached Peshawur; he has gone to Bajour. 


Enclosure 16 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 27th September 1879. 


From Commissioner, Peshawur, to PunJas Government, Simla. 


Am in constant communication with Sadik Khan of Lalpura, who has just replied 
verbally that he is friendly disposed, and is awaiting orders from Kabul. He read to 
my messenger three letters from Amir. The first informs him of attack on Embassy, 
and tells him to have his tribe in readiness ; second informs him of Mustaufi having gone 
to Kurram; third, which arrived on 24th, told him peace was made, and ordered 
friendly attitude to British. Amir has also written to Governor of Jellalabad not to act 
against us. I have informed Lalpura and Jellalabad of the advance of our troops on 
28th, Dakka, Ist, Basawal, and asked for supplies and carriage. 200 Kuchi camels 
arrived at Peshawur yesterday. Men sent for Sangu Khel and Tirah Hindus and 
Afridis are sending mules. No Mohmund gathering. Plowden thinks Khyber A fridis 
are communicating with, and desiring to meet the Orakzai. 


Enclosure 17 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 28th September 1879. 


From Commisstoner, Peshawur, to Punsan Government, Simla. 


Warnurton telegraphs from Lundikotal. Khan Lalpura, in reply to Ictter regarding 
evacuation of Dakka fort and movement of troops from this side, asks for two or three 
days’ delay. Khan has evidently received no order from Kabul, telling him to help us 
in this movement, but merely not to interfere. Khan is devoted to Amir’s interests, 
and will not act in opposition to them. Guides halt here this day. Sadik asks tor 
delay to enable him to disperse 3,000 men collected there. Our messenger said none 
and no news of any, but Sadik has sent to the Mohmunds to collect. Am sending one 
more letter to Khan Lalpura. Telegram ends. In reply, have said that further com- 


ee with Sadik appears unnecessary. Advance on Dakka may be delayed to 
th. 
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Enclosure 18 in No. 27. 
Telegram, dated 28th September 1879. 


From Commissioner, Peshawur, to Punsas Government, Simla. 


Governor, Jellalabad, replying to my letter of the L5th September by order of the 
Aunir, expresses great gratitude for the favour and sympathy shown to the Amir by the 
British Government, and says it is necessary to postpone the advance of troops until his 
agents with General Roberts have disposed of some points affecting the interests of 
both Governments. The people will appreciate this kindness to the Amir. 


nes Ge 
Gough will still advance to Basawal about 2nd. mee 


Enclosure 19 in No. 27, 
Telegram, dated 29th September 1879. 


From Generat Stewart, Kandahar, to Forvicn Secretary, Simla. 


Srapar Surr Aut has forwarded for perusal two letters, received 27th, from Kabul. 
The first from Sirdar Muhammad Hassan Khan who arrived at Kabul from Kandahar 
on the 5th September and interviewed the Amir, who stated to him that his Government 
had been ruined by certain wise men. 

The second letter is from Roshun Dil Khan, a Kandahar Sirdar, written about 19th 
September. He mentions there are five persons belonging to the army who instigated 
the mutiny which was devised to avert an inquiry which Amir intended to make into 
reported thefts of large sums of money. ‘The mutiny once commenced, the instigators 
were powerless to stop it. 

Sirdar Sher Ali stated that the wise men and instigators of the mutiny herein referred 
to are Mustaufi Habibulla, Daud Shah Khan, and their adherents. 





Enclosure 20 in No. 27. 
No. 4, dated Camp Ali Khel, 18th September 1879. 
From Masor-Generar Sin I’. S. Roperts, K.C.B., V.C., to A. C. Lyaus, Esq., C.B., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. 


I wave the honour to forward, in original and under registered cover, the letters and 
enclosures from the Amir, of which a précis was forwarded to you by telegram this 
morning. 





enclosure 21 in No, 27. 


Translation of a letter from Yakus Kuan, to Grnerat Roserts, dated 28th Ramazan 
1296 A. H., corresponding with 16th September 1879. 


Arren Compitments.— Yesterday, Monday the 27th current, a letter from Syud Jaffer 
Khan, an official of this Government, who was in Karshi and wrote it to the Governor 
of ‘Turkestan, was received by me enclosed in one from the Naib-ul-Hukumat (Deputy 
Governor) of Turkestan. J have also sent the same to you, so that you may fully learn 
the matters contained therein. 


Enclosure 22 in No. 27. 


Translation of a letter from Awir Yaxun Kiran to the address of Mason-Grneran Sit 
F. S. Ronerts, dated 28th Ramazan 1296 Hijri=(16th September 1879). 


Arter Comriiments.—Be it known to you that the recent occurrence is this, that last 
night, ‘Tuesday the 28th Ramazan= (16th September), couriers arrived from Herat with 
letters from my brother, Sirdar Muhammad Ayub Khan, Governor ot Herat. The 
purport of the letters is that the troops at Herat have mutinicd, attacked the house, of 
Gencral Fakir Ahmed Khan, the Civil and Military Official of Herat, killed hin, 
stripped, and dishonoured his family, and phindered his property. You will learn 
the detail of this frightful event from the three letters trom Herat sent herewith 
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in original. But I only add that we had no trustworthy, confidential, faithful, and 
experienced servant like Fakir Ahmed Khan under our Government; and we had 
brought him up like a brother and a son. Although my brother, Muhammad Ayub 
Khan, was called the Governor, yet’ the civil and military 
administration of Herat was cntrusted to him.* 

At the hands of ignorant men matters have reached such a pitch that our sympathizing 
servant, nay in reality an obedient son, has been killed in such disgrace and dishonour. 
Although different and contradictory accounts of the exezsses of the troops are reccived 
from Turkestan every day, yet the event of Kabul has made us forget the Turkestan 
disturbances, and the concurrence of Herat has served like salt that has been sprinkled 
on the wound of the affair at Kabul. 

Yesterday, Monday, the 27th Ramazan=(15th September) a letter reached me from 
Turkestan which I have also sent to you with the Herat letters, so that you might 
thoroughly Icarn the true state of affairs in Herat and Turkestan. 

Although the occurrence of these events has fallen hard upon me, yet in spite of all 
these troubles and blows, I have girded my loins with fortitude, endurance, and self- 
possession, and I hope that having soon through the mercy of God set right my deranged 
affairs and healed the wounds of my heart, I may use all my endeavours and cxertions 
for the friendship of the illustrious Government. Please God I will fully inform you 
of anything that takes place hereafter. Consider me your sincere friend. 

. < 
Enclosure 23 in No. 27. 


Translation of a letter from Smpan Ayus Kuan to Amir Yaxus Kuan without date. 


Arrer Compiiments.—By the customary post which is leaving at this time I beg to 
write this short letter to inform you that on Thursday the 16th Ramazan (4th September) 
the Kabuli regiments having mutinied attacked General Fakir Ahmed’s house, killed 
him, demolished his house, and dishonoured and_ stripped his family. I have sent you 
a detailed account of this occurrence by Gholam Muhammad Khan, my Peshkidmat. 
You will learn from (my) report the account of the cvent as well as of the misdemeanour 
of the Kandaks (troops?). Whatever orders you may think proper, please issuc 
immediately. : 


¥ie, General Fakir Ahmed Khan. 


Enclosure 24 in No. 27. 


Translation of a letter from Sitrpar Ayus Kuan, Governor of Herat, to Amir Yakus 
Kuan, without date. 


Arter Comeitments.—Verily it is unlawful for me to remain alive after the killing in 
such a manner of our faithful old servant, General Fakir Ahmed. While I am still here 
his body has been dragged out of his house to the city wall and cast before me. Not- 
withstanding that [ ordered the soldiers to desist from their misdecdss; they would not 
listen to me. Neither did they attend to their officers, who also forbade them. It 
would appear that this event has occurred through the worthlessness of myself and 
their officers. My reputation is injured for many years to come. We have indced lost a 
faithful servant in General Fakir Ahmed who at the very moment of his death exclaimed 
—‘‘tender my respects to the Amir and say—‘thanks be to God! I have died as a 
“ faithful servant of the God-granted kingdom, and not as a traitor.’ ” 

Under these circumstances [ conjure you by God and the soul of the late Amir to Ict 
me retire from service, as in consequence of the injury my reputation has suffered, I can 
no longer live in Afghanistan in company with my pcers. Therefore be pleased to 
appoint a Goycrnor to superintend the affairs of Herat. 


Enclosure 25 in No. 27. 
r . 4 - ES . 
Translation of a letter from Sirpar Ayus Kuan to the Aare Yakus Kuan, without date. 


Arter Compiiments.— Whereas it is incumbent upon me to inform you of the events 
that have passed (here), I beg to state that during the carly part (awal) of the holy 
month of Ramazan, General Fakir Abmed Khan used to pass the nights with me, and 
during the days he attended to his duties and to the complaints of the people in the 
os Durbar. On Wednesday, the 15th Ramazan,* Naib Hati- 
dvd Seplomber 1879, zullah Khan came and stated that two sepoys of the first 
oho Ardal (?) regiment had disappeared; on a search and 
mqury being made, it was found that one of them had been killed in Shewan, and I 
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caused the murderer, who formerly belonged to the Herat Artillery and is not now ; 
a2 a et ‘ Ww in 

; the service, to be put in prison. On this T hursday night 

f dth September 1879, the 16th Ramazan,} General Fakir Ahined Khan was hs 
me till dawn, when he took leave and went home. Afte 

he left I went to sleep, and after an hour when I awoke, it was reported that the troo 
had mutinied before General Fakir Ahmed’s house. I immediately rode off thither ahi 
saw that about 3 or 4,000 soldiers had mutinied and fallen on General Fakir Abmed’ 
house. Notwithstanding I ordered them to desist from their misdeeds, they would a 
listen, and every one of them said a different thing. Some said they wanted their six 
months’ pay, and some said that General Fakir Ahmed had told the people in the countr 
to kill the soldiers of the Kabuli regiments if they should commit any oppression i 
outrages in the villages; and some of them said that they had long been away from 
their homes, and that they misbehaved, so that they might be recalled to Kabul. In 
short, although the buglers sounded the assembly, they would not listen and stoned 
them. I called Naib Hafizullah Khan, General l'aj Muhammad Khan, and the other 
officers, so that they should forbid them. They forbade them, but in vain. General 
Vaj Muhammad Khan then told me that it was no use mv standing in the sun, and that 
as they (soldiers) had demolished and plundered General Fakir Abmed’s house, and he 
himself had gone to Char Bagh, I had better go to the new Ark (fort) and sound the 
bugle of assembly, perhaps the soldiers might assemble. Accordingly I went to the 
new Ark and sounded the assembly, but not a single man made his appearance. When 
I came to the Hissar Fort, I found General Fakir Ahmed lying dead there. He had 
received many wounds, and his body was brought and thrown at the steps of the Hissar 
and his house had been plundered and his family stripped. Naib Hafizullah Khan was 
going to shoot himself, and had once made up his mind to throw himself down from his 
baleony. General Taj Muhammad Khan was also going to kill himself, but was not let 
to do so. I was greatly grieved at the conduct of the troops, and returned to Char 
Bagh. On account of this occurrence I am unable to write. I have complained and 
written to you about the misdeeds of these troops, and asked you to recall them (to 
Kabul). You have not listened to my petition, and so it has led to this great disturbance. 
I again request you to recall them. Should you not do so soon, they will destroy the 
lives and property of the people of Herat, as they neither listened to me nor to their 
officers, especially the Ist and 2nd Ardal regiments. Further, you are at liberty to do 
as you like. Sirdar Abdulla Khan has written from Maimeneh,that the Herati troops 
have shown signs of mutiny (ve-it-i-dali). I had sent Gholam Muhammed Khan, 
Peshkidmat, with letters to Maimeneh, in the hope that the people there might settle 
down, but this produced no effect. Gholam Muhammad Khan has returned with letters 
from Maimeneh, which I send in original. He will represent other matters verbally. [ 

hope you will soon dismiss the bearer with a reply. 


Enclosure 26 in No. 27. 


From Masorn-Generav Sir I, S. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., 
Secretary to the Government of India, I’oreign Department. 


I wave the honour to enclose, for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy, 
English copies of (I) the letter to the Amir from his Excellency the Viceroy, ({l) the 
proclamation issued by me to the tribes, (III) a letter from me to the Logar Maliks; 
also Persian copies of the letter from his Excellency the Viccroy to the Amir, and my 
letter to the Logar Maliks. 

2. Up to the present no reply has been received from the Amir to his Excellency the 
Viceroy's letter. Copies of the proclamation to the tribes and my letter to the Logar 
Maliks have been forwarded to the Amir, with the intention of keeping hin acquainted 
with all that is being done. Copies in English ([V) and Persian of my Icttcr to the 
Amir, forwarding copies of the proclamation to the tribes, and my Ictter to the Logar 
Maliks are also herewith forwarded. 
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Enclosure 27 in No. 27. 


No. I. 


Copy of Letter to His Highness the Amir, dated 13th September 1879, corresponding to 
“g5th Ramazdn, in accordance with Telegraphic Communications from ‘Forricn 
Secretary, dated 12th September 1879. 

I am directed by his Excellency to inform you that, according to the Treaty con- 
cluded in May this year between the British and Afghan Governments, with which you 
expressed yourself entirely satisfied, you agreed to receive a British Resident, who, at 
your special request was placed at Kabul, and to be personally, safely, and honourably 
treated, your Highness guaranteeing this. Within six weeks of the Envoy’s reception 
at Kabul, the whole Embassy was surrounded and murdered in your Highness’ awn 
Fort, and your Highness has failed to protect the Envoy from your Highness’ own 
soldiers and people; from this your Highness’ present powerlessness to fulfil your 
engagements, and the loss of your Highness’ authority in your own capital, are thus 
clearly proved. Tor this reason the British army is sent to superintend retribution for 
the murders, and to ensure the execution of engagements made. The army enters 
Afghanistan to support your Highness’ authority, if your Highness is ready to use it 
loyally for maintenance of our alliance. This is the only thing that can now preserve 
the integrity of your Highness’ kingdom, and prove the friendship and honesty of 
purpose declared in your Highness’ letter of the 4th September 1879. We hear 
emissaries have been sent from Kabul to excite the tribes against us, which is of course 
incompatible with our alliance. Your Highness is requested to send without delay a 
confidential representative to meet me, as I have full power to communicate with your 
Highness on the part of the British Government. 


Enclosure 28 in No. 27. 
No. II. 


Copy of Proclamation issued by Masor-Genera Sir I. S. Rorerts, K.C.B., V.C. 


Br it known to high and low, subjects and dependants of Kabul, and others, that by 
Treaty concluded in May 1879, with which Treaty His Highness the Amir expressed 
himself entirely satisfied, he agreed to receive a British Resident, who, at his own special 
Tequest was placed at Kabul, and was to be personally safely and honourably treated. 
This was guaranteed by His Highness the Amir. Within six weeks of the Envoy’s 
reception at Kabul, the whole Embassy was surrounded and murdered in the Amir’s 
own Fort, and His Highness failed to protect the Envoy from his own soldiers and 
people. 

His Highness the Amir’s present powerlessness to fulfil his engagement and the loss of 
authority in his own capital are thus clearly proved. For this reason the British army 
is sent to exact retribution for the murders and to ensure the execution of the engage- 
ments made. 

The army enters Afghanistan to support His Highness’ authority, if His Highness is 
teady to use it loyally for the maintenance of the British alliance. This is the only way 
by which the integrity of His Highness’ kingdom can now be preserved, and the friend- 
ship and honesty of purpose declared in Ilis Highness’ letter of 4th September. To 
clear up all doubt, His Highness has been requested to send without delay a confidential 
representative to my camp. 

The army will not punish or oppress any but those concerned in the late massacre so 
long as no opposition is offered ; all others should rest assured. Carriage and supplies 
of all kinds should be supplied wherever the British troops may be. Adequate payment 
and hire for everything received will be made. As mercy is the prerogative of 
sovereignty, notice is hereby given beforehand. 


Enclosure 29 in No. 27. 
No. ITIL. 
Copy of a Letter from Mason-GrneraL Sim F, 8S. Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., to certain 
Mautks of Logar Valley. 


}'nom the proclamation already issued by me, you will have learnt the reasons for 
the march of the Lritish troops to Kabul. Her Majesty’s Government, by the move- 
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ment of troops, intends to exact retribution for the massacre of Her Kmbassy and to aid 
His Highness the Amir in restoring order. en 
Let all those not concerned in the massacre rest assured, provided no opposition is 
shown. ' 

His Highness the Amir, in communications received by me, expresses his friendshi 
and wishes to continue friendly relations. E 

As the British troops under my command will shortly enter the Logar Valley I 
write to assure you, and expect that you will inform all the residents of the valley not 
concerned in the late hateful massacre, the purport of the proclamation, and give eve 
assistance in providing carriage and supplies required for the troops, for which adequate 
hire and payment will be made. 

1 hope that after the above assurance all the headmen will come to meet me in my 
camp, where I shall be glad to see them. 


Enclosure 30 in No, 27. 
No. IV. 


Copy of a Letter from Masor-Generat Sir F. S. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., to His 
Highness the Amrr, dated 18th September 1879. 


Arter the usual compliments. Your Highness’ letter of the 28th Ramazdn, with the 
enclosures from Herat and Turkestan, reached me last night. I have acquainted myself 
with the contents. I am glad to find your Highness is in good health, but sorry to hear 
of the unfortunate disturbances in your Highness’ dominions. Your Highness’ letter in 
original, has been sent with enclosures to his Excellency the Viceroy. I have already 
informed your Highness of the wishes of his Excellency the Viceroy, the reasons for the 
movements of the British troops, and requested your Highness to send a confidential 
representative to my camp. Iam awaiting a reply to that letter and the arrival of your 
Highness’ confidential representative. 

In the meantime I have sent a proclamation to the tribes and letters to some of the 
Logar Maliks, your Highness’ subjects, to assure those not concerned in the hateful 
massacre, and asking them for assistance in carriage and supplies on’ payment. As it 
appears to me proper I should inform your Highness of what 1 have done, I enclose 
copics of the proclamation to the tribes and of my letter to the Logar Maliks, and 
hope that your Highness may also issue necessary orders for the furtherance of our 
plans. 

Rest assured of the Government support. 


Enclosure 31 in No. 27. 
Dated Camp Ali Khel, 19th September 1879. 


From Mason E. G. Hasttnas, Political Officer, Kurram Field Force, to A.C. Lyatt, 
Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. 
In accordance with Gencral Roberts’ instructions I have the honour to forward : — 
Statement of Ali Hasan, son of Naib Kasim, Kotwal of Kabul, Kazalbash of Chandawal, 
taken by Mr. Christie. 


Enclosure 32 in No. 27. (Extract.) 


Statement of Ant Hasan, son of Naib Kasim, Kotwal of Kabul, Kazalbash of Chandawal, 
dated 16th September 1879. 


I was in Kabul when Sir Louis Cavagnari arrived. He was received by the Amir 
with every sign of respect. Tor three days the Envoy used to ride about the city and 
visit all objects of interest in the neighbourhood. He was everywhere treated with 
respect and invariably saluted by the Amit’s troops. The Envoy used to be accom- 
panied only by a few orderly sowars, and the Amir represented that it would be better 
if he confined his visits to the chaman, or open plain, where he would mect with fewer 
people and be in less danger. This warning of the Amir was known all over the city, 
and the Envoy listened to it. One day an Afridi orderly of the Invoy’s (probably 
Amal Din, an old and trusted orderly of Sir L. Cavagnari) had a quarrel in the city 
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with two of the Amir’s sepoys. The matter came to the cars of the Envoy, who 
rewarded his orderly, while the two sepoys were imprisoned by the Amir. ‘This created 
feelings of anger in the minds of the people and the troops. 

The Amir next ordered that his Sirdars and officers, with a few exceptions, were not 
to visit the Envoy. “The exceptions were Mullah Shah Muhaminad, Mustaufi Habibula, 
and Gencral Daud Shah, who continued to visit the Envoy regularly, 

On 3rd September (15th Ramazan), the three orderly regiments of the Amir were 
assembled without their arms in the Bala Hissar to receive their pay. Their chief 
officers were Brigadier Taj Muhammad Khan and Colonel Din Muhammad Khan. ‘The 
Amir had given orders that they were to receive only one month’s pay. They de- 
manded more. Generals Daud Shah and Khariin Khan, who were distributing the pay, 
said, “If you want more pay go to your shwezan (i.e., your wife’s lover) Cavagnari.”’ 
On this some stones were thrown. Daud Shah ran away, and was slightly wounded 
with a spear. The Amir’s pay office was then looted, his papers torn up, and his 
munshis maltreated ; and the troops ran to the chaman or plain, where they were 
encamped, and, returning with their arms, proceeded direct to the Residency. ‘They found 
the door of the compound—there was only one—firmly closed, and the residents employed 
in making loopholes. Sir Louis Cavagnari, on seeing the troops assembled, ordered all 
the Residency horses who were picketed outside to be shot, lest they should come into 
the hands of the mutineers. This was done. The mutineers then brought up a gun to 
fire on the door, while another was directed on the walls of the building. As soon as a 
breach was made, 300 sepoys of the Balkh regiments, who had been two days before 
recalled from leave, rushed in, and, according to some accounts, set fire to the building ; 
others say that the residents themselves set it on fire. 

Meantime, thousands of the city people had collected to share in the spoil, and more 
breaches had been made in the wall; the door, too, was forced open, and the crowd 
rushed in. ‘The residents, harassed by the fire of troops above them, and by the fire 
and smoke of the burning building, took shelter all together in another place. Mcantime 
the flames were spreading, and the roof under which the residents were sheltered fell in, 
and all who had escaped hitherto were buricd in the ruins. This was about 2 o’clock, 
the affair having commenced about 8 aan. Little or no spoil came into the hands of the 
attackers; all was completely burnt or ruined by the fire. The people then began to 
cury away their dead, of whom there were a great many, from the compound and the 
neighbourhood. I myself helped to carry away the body of a well-known Fakir Buzarg 
Shah, who had been for nearly two hours inciting the people to kill the intidels, and 
calling out that he was going to paradise. 

When all was over at the Residency, the crowd rushed to the house of Gencral Khisrao 
close by, where all the uniform for the Amir’s troops was stored, and anumber of swords 
and other weapons. These were all carried off. ‘There was then a talk of looting the 
magazine in the Upper Bala Hissar where there were two other regiments. Daud Shah, 
who had taken refuge near here, called to these two regiments to allow no further 
looting. ‘They replied that the troops and people were their brothers, and they would 
do nothing. "Che magazine, however, was not looted. ‘Uhe people abstained of their 
own accord. The people talked of attacking Yakub Khan, but the troops intervened, 
saying that he was their Amir and must not be touched. 

_ After this for three days the shops remained closed, and the owners kept guard over 
their property. No further looting, however, occurred. Meantime, the doors of the 
palace were closed, and the Amir did not come outside. After three days, at the advice 
of his Sirdars, he took his scat in the balcony over the door, and sent his own son to 
the three regiments, who had first mutinied, to ask what their wishes were. They said 
that they only wanted three months’ pay. The Amir sent their pay by the Mustaufi, 
and also sent two guns, saying that these three regiments might go and collect the 
revenue of Kohistan and take it themselves in addition to their pay. The regiments 
marched as far as the Chaman-i-rah-i-Kbwaja Rawash, where they encamped, and, 
dismissing their officers, chose as their leaders men of their own tribe. ‘They remained 
ncamp for two days, when they returned to the city and applied for permission to 
return to their homes with their arms. No answer had been given when I left. After 
the third day the Amir called together his Sirdars, officers and chief men of the city, 
and said that, if they wished for a jehad, he was with them, and would do what they 
Wished. He was obiiged, for fear of his life, to say this. His wish throughout had 
een that the Envoy should, through fear, voluntarily leave the city, but he wished 


ee pressure should be put on him by the people or by independent tribes, and not by 
oops. 
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Abdul Karim Khan, Kohistani, is in Kabul ; he is strongly advising the Amir ¢ 
his family to Kohistan. This he has consented to do, and all arrangements have oe 
made.. Camels have been sent for from Kohistan, but had not arrived when I left, 
T he residents of the Bala Hissar, where there are some 3,000 houses, have sere ll 
their property to the city, and the city people are all busily engaged in ‘burying the 
property. ‘They are afraid to take it out of Kabul for fear of being looted. ee 
The Amir has sent tor the troops who had started for Balkh, and is recallin Il 
soldiers from furlough. ‘ Bs 
Bejore this disturbance in Kabul, three regiments in Zurmat had mutinied for thei 
pay, and expelled and wounded their commanding officer. I don’t know how sie 
regiments were concerned in the late disturbance, but there were as Many peo 
soldicrs, and others as could crowd together near the place. There was an idea ie 
there was a vast amount of property stored in the Residency. When [ left, there was 
a guard over the place, and the ruins were still smouldering and too hot to be disturbed 
All the bodies, mutineers, and others, who have been found have been buried: but 
there are still a great number under the ruins. 
‘The Amir is endeavouring, by exciting people to a jehad, to regain his influence with 
the people ; but it is known that he has sent letters to the British authorities, and he is 
accordingly regarded with suspicion. 
Note.—Informant appears to be speaking the truth ; his confession that he was himself 
on the spot strengthens the belief in his story. Ihave not arrested him, as, if he is only 
one of many thousands, his punishment would be of little use, and might create distrust 
im the minds of the people of Kabul generally, who were all, like himself, collected in 
hopes of sharing in the spoil. 


Enclosure 38 in No. 27. 


Dated, Camp Ali Khel, 19th September 1879. 


From Magor-Generat Sir Vreperick Roberts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding the Kabul 
ixpeditionary Force, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department. 


{ wave the honour to forward, for yonr perusal, (a) the depositions of two Guide 
sowars of the late Envoy’s escort, who took refuge with their co-religionists, the 
Kazalbashes, given safe conduct from Kabul by Padshah Khan, and brought into this 
camp by his uncle Sirkai Khan; (0) a letter in original, brought by Sirdar Bahadur 
Ghulam Nakshband Khan from Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan, in whose house he had 
taken shelter when the late outbreak took place. 


Enclosure 34 in No. 27. 


Statement ‘of Axnar Suan, Kazalbash of Murad Khana (Kabul), B. Troop, Guide 
Cavalry, escaped from Kabul disaster, dated Ali Khel, 17th September}1879. 


On the day of the mutiny, I and Duffadar Futteh Muhammad Khan and a Sikh 
trooper Narain Sing, with 25 grass-cutters, were out for grass. Lieutenant Hamilton 
had come a little way with us to look for good grass, and also Dr. Kelly. They turned 
back after coming about 1} mile to the chaman, and returned to the Residency. 
Presently we heard sounds of firing from the Residency. We at once returned, and 
were met near the Embassy by a crowd who threatened and tried to capture us. We 
managed to get away and take refuge with Naibs Nur Muhammad and Rahin Khan, 
Kazalbashes,. in the Murad Khana. ‘Che Sikh was sccretly removed to a “ dhurmsala 
in the city. As soon as the mutinecrs discovered our whereabouts, they surrounded the 
quarter, and demanded we should be given up; but our fellow-tribesmen stood by us, 
and refused to surrender us; on which the mutineers, seeing it was useless, desisted. 
We remained in Kabul for 10 days,iand Sirdar Yahya Khan and Padshab Khan 
arranged with the Kazalbash Maliks above mentioned for our safe conduct. We were 
accordingly made over to Sirkai Khan, Padshah Khan’s uncle, to whose house we were 
first removed, and then came away at night. At Dobandi, we were threatencd by a 
Malik, who obliged us to leave the high road, and we then came round by Kundao to 
Rasim Khel by a difficult footpath over the mountains. 
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As regards the defence of the Residency, the Sahibs, finding the place untenable, at 
last set fire to it, and retreated to a “ hammam,” from which Lieutenant Hamilton 
and a few men sallied out no less than three times, killing and wounding a number 
each time; at last he was shot near a gun he had tried to take. Mr. Jenkyns was 
killed in a doorway. The Envoy, being wounded on the forchead by a bullet when on 
the roof, was carried downstairs, and attended to. He dictated a letter to the Amir, 
which was taken by one Gholam Nabi, a Kabul chuprassie, brother of Muhammad Sharif 
of the Guides. The bearer got a reply promising help, but could not carry it back into 
the Residency, which was completely surrounded. Another (verbal) message was 
afterwards sent by one Taimiis, a Guide sowar (Saddozai), who, however, was thrown 
down over the wall, and became insensible. He was kept prisoner a day, and then 
released for extracting a bullet from one of the mutineers’ shoulder. 

Ihad the above account from Taimts and Gholam Nabi. 

I do not believe the Amir instigated the revolt. It was the soldiery who wanted 
their pay. They mutinied nearly all together, and the Amir was powerless to prevent. 
Yahya Khan, Barakzai, and father-in-law of the Amir’s, also the heir-apparent, also the 
son of Shahghassi Muhammad Yusaf, were sent out with the Koran to quell the row, but 
could not. Had the Amir called us, Kazalbashes, out, we would have fought the 
mutineers and saved the Embassy. Abdul Karim Khan, General or Brigadier, of the 
three “ ordul” regiments, incited the troops to go to the Invoy and demand redress. 
Another Abdul Karim, Kohistani, was killed by the Amir, because two out of the three 
mutinous regiments were mostly Kohistanis. This has raised the Kohistanis, who 
refuse to give up some of the Amir’s camels out grazing with theirs, or to pay any 
revenue, 

Twenty-two out of twenty-five grass-cutters were saved by one Ibrahim Khan, a 
Colonel Commanding an Afghan Cavalry Regiment, and a pensioner of the British 
Government, having been in service with one of the Bengal Cavalry regiments as Wurdi- 
Major. The Cavalry did not join in the mutiny, but turned out ready to obey any 
orders sent. A few of the artillery served the guns, which helped to batter down the 
gateway of Residency. 


Enclosure 35 in No. 27. 


Starement of Furren Munamman, son of Muhammad Jan, Pharsiwap, resident of Kabul, 
Kote Duffadar, 2nd Troop (Q.O.) Guide Cavalry, dated 17th September 1879. 


On the day of the massacre, he, Akbar Shah (2nd Troop), and Narain Sing 
(4th Troop), were on duty with the grass-cutters of the escort. The grass-cutters had 
had only commenced going out to cut grass from the Ist. Up to that date, grass and 
bhussa had been provided by the Amir. 

Lieutenant Hamilton wished the grass to be cut from the chaman (uncultivated grazing 
land) near Bini Hissar, and had ridden out with iim in the morning to see if it was 
Possible. It was feared that if grass was cut near the crops, they might be damaged by 
the grass-cutters. Lieutenant Hamilton, after secing the uncultivated grazing land, 
agreed with him that it would be better to cut the grass near the shets, and gave orders 
that it was to be done. 

There were 25 grass-cutters and 4 sowars of the Amir with him. 

About an hour after Lieutenant. Hamilton and Dr. Kelly, who had also ridden out 
with Lieutenant Hamilton, had left, he heard firing, and from its continuance, began 
to suspect there was a fight going on. (He was not surprised, as there was a very 
strong feeling against both the Amir and Sir Louis Cavagnari since the arrival of the 
‘Xx regiments from Herat, more thana month ago. They were angry with the Amir for 
having allowed the Embassy to come to Kabul, and expressed it openly. He mentioned 
about the feeling there was to Lieutenant Hamilton and Major Cavagnari ; the latter 
sud the Amir is our friend, it does not matter.) As soon as he had satisfied himself 
ue was a disturbance (bulwa) going on, and that it appeared to be against the 

“idency, the top of which was covered with people, (as a rule it was closed and never 
used because it overlooked other houses), he told the Amir’s sowars to escort the 
8ass-cutters to a cavalry regincnt not far off, and started with the two Guide sowars 
. two erass-cutters (one a sowar and the other Dr. Kelly’s) for the city. They failed 

‘ get to the Bala Iissar, as it was surrounded, but managed to reach Sirdar Yahya 
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Khan’s fort just outside the city. Before they reached Yahya Khan’s the Amit’s 
who had been with them on the grass-cutters’ guard,came up, and wanted to kil] Nani 
Sing, the Sikh sowar. They went so far as to ‘take his sword; but on his aA 
Shah showing that they would not permit him to be interfered with as far ag in thei 
power lay, he was allowed to come on and his ae 
* Men of their own tribe. returned. There were some Kazalbashes* at Yahya Khan, 
(Signed) E.G. H. who offered to give them shelter, and be responsible fr 
; their safety ; so they went with them to Murad Khana ( 
portion of the city occupied by Pharsiwans). 

The night of the massacre they were joined by Gholam Nabi, an Embassy chupprassi 
entertained in Kabul by Sir Louis Cavagnari. He was formerly in the Guides and is 
a brother of the present Wurdi-Major of the Guides, by name Muhammad Sharif Khan 
He is also a Kazalbash. Akbar Shah, the other Guide sowar, isa Kazalbash Sayud. 
The next night they were joined by ‘Taimis, a Shazada of the Sadozai division, a ia 
in the Guides, and one of the Envoy’s escort. He had been kept a prisoner by one of 
the mutinous regiments, but was released for extracting a bullet from a Hayildar’s arm, 
All the grass-cutters (but two) out with him were saved. A Peshawuri chupprassi, Sir 
Louis’ bearer, his washerman and a baker escaped from the Bala Hissar. He has heard 
that a sepoy of the Guides, one of the escort, who was on leave in Kohistan is also alive, 
‘The sepoy is a Ghilzai by tribe. Two carbines (snider), one sword, two pouches and 
belts belonging to himself and Narain Sing are with Afzal Khan, Kazalbash, a Khan, 
He has asked Yahya Khan to get them back. He does not think the Amir was 
implicated in the massacre, but he failed after the outbreak to save the Sahibs ; he should 
have called out the Kazalbashes ; they were ready to respond. ‘The sooner the army 
reaches Kabul, the better. No preparations to oppose-a force have been made, and the 
Amir himself’ is in a state of siege. Kazalbast sentries arc on all the gates. The three 
first mutinous regiments (Kohistanis) were sent by the Amir to Kohistan. There are 
nine regiments in Kabul; there were four cavalry regiments, three have been disbanded, 
as the Amir had no money to pay them. There are plenty of guns in Kabul (50 or 
more), but there are no cattle to drag them. 

Gholam Nabi, chupprassi, has the letter from the Amir in reply to the Envoy's 
request for help. 

Sirdar Wali Muhammad was in his own house in the Bala Hissar during the attack. 
He was sent for by the Amir after the massacre, and has since been in communication 
with him. 

They owe their safety to Colonel Ibrahim Khan, a son of Naib Sharif’s. Colonel 
Ibrahim Khan is a pensioner of the British Government and in the Amir’s employ. 

When the Embassy first came, the people were pleased, as they expected reforms of all 
kinds. 

Taken before me, 17th September 1879. 
(Signed) kK. G. Hastings, Major, 

Political Officer. 


Enclosure 36 in No. 27. 
Translation of a Letter from Strvars Wats Mosamman Kian and Inranmt Kuan to the 
address of Grnenat, Sr I’. Ronerts, K.C.B., V.C., without date. 
Be it known to you that the state of affairs in these quartcrs is such that can neither 
be stated nor written. Picase God when the worthy Sirdar obtains the honour of 
waiting upon you, he will represent. the true state of affairs. Usual ending. 


Enclosure 37 in No. 27. 
No. 7, dated Camp Ali Khel, 21st September 1879. 
From Mason-Genenat Sir I’. S$. Ronerrs, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding the Kabul 
Expeditionary Force, to A. ©. Lyatr, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government ol 
India, Foreign Department, Simla. 


T nave the honour to forward, for your information, the following papers :— 
Depositions of Ressaldar-Major Nakshband Khan Sirdar Bahadur. 
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Translation of letter from Kazi Abdul Rahman to Nawab Sir Gholam Hussan Khan, 


K.C.S.I. 
Information by Ressaldar Bahawul-din, 11th Bengal Cavalry. 


Enclosure 38 in No. 27. 


Deposition of Ressacpar-Masor Naxksusanp Kuan, Smpar Banapur, dated Ali Khel, 
19th September 1879. 


I err Aoshahr, a place about one kos from the city of Kabul, at about 7.30 p.m. on 
the 17th day of the current menth. 

Some two or three days after the arrival of Sir Louis Cavagnari and the Mission, six 
regimentsof infantry arrived from Herat; they encamped for three days at Debori, about 
one kos distant from Kabul; on the morning of the fourth day after their arrival, they 
marched in order through the principal streets of the city headed by their officers and 
with bands playing. While marching along they shouted out, abusing the Envay by 
rime, asking, “ Why has he come here?”’ &c. They also abused all the Kazalbashis, 
saying, that they were not men, and that they (the Herat soldiers) would show them how 
to act, that they would soon put an end to Cavagnari. They then marched out of the 
city to their camp at Sherpur. The residents of the city said nothing to them; they 
appeared neither pleased at what was going on, or the reverse. [ was present when this 
took place, and at once took the news of what was going on to the Envoy, who said, 
“ Never fear, keep up your heart, dogs that bark don’t bite.” I said, “ These dogs do 
“ bite, and there is real danger.” ‘The Envoy said, ‘“‘ They can only kill the three or 
“ four of us here, and our death will be avenged.” I then went to Mr. Jenkyns and 
told him what I had heard and seen. He asked me whether I had been to the Envoy, 
and if so, what he had said about it. I told him what had passed, and Mr. Jenkyns said, 
“ What the Envoy says is very true, the British Government will not suffer from losing 
‘ the three or four of us here.” 

A day or two after this three Herat regiments were all paid up most of their arrears of 
pay, and were given forty (40) days’ leave to visit their homes. At this time cholera 
was raging violently ; about (150) one hundred and fifty men out of their number died 
in one day, and the men dispersed to their bomes in a fright, placing their arms in the 
Balar Hissar ; they did not even wait for their leave certificates. Up till date none of 
these troops have returned; in my opinion the greater part of them will not rejoin, 
though some of them may do so. The Commander-in-Chief (Sipah Salar) Daud Shah 
was present when the troops marched through the city as above mentioned, and was also 
abused by them. He did not reply at all. Some of my own countrymen (Jellalabad 
men) were serving in these regiments. On my asking them what the meaning of all this 
was, they answered, ‘“‘ Do you think soldiers would have acted thus without orders; we 
were ordered to act as we did by our officers, and to shout out as we marched along.” 

[ called up a well-to-do Hindu, Hira by name; his son is a servant of Sirdar Ibrahim 
Khan (the elder brother of Yakub Khan). Hira knows the ins and outs of what goes 
on in the houses of the great men ; he had been to see the Envoy twice before. | called 
him up and sent him to report to the Envoy; he went towards the Residency for that 
purpose ; he came back to me, and told me that the Aimir’s sentry would not let him 
pass and stoned him. I reported this to the Envoy, who said, “ I¢ is untrue; the man 
lies.” The next morning another man endeavoured to get speech of the Envoy : this 
man was also stopped by the sentry. I don’t know who this man was, but I reported 
this also to the Invoy, and asked him, “ What is the use of your being kept like a 
“ prisoner, and no one allowed to come near you!” He answered, “I will have that 

‘ sentry removed.’ A day or two after this that sentry was removed by the Envoy’s 
order. Lieutenant Hamilton was sent to order the sentry’s removal, which was accord- 
ingly done. T heard that the Amir was very angry at the removal of that sentry. A 
day or two after this, the Amir asked me whether I knew what the Amir’s intention was, 
5 to travel with me to the frontier as he had engaged to do at Gandamak, or whether 

_he intended not to go.” When the Envoy asked me about the Amir’s intentions ay to 

his proposed Journey with me round the frontier, [ replied, “ He will not go; he has made 
P 237, L 
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‘* no preparations for it at all. If you wish to make further in uiries, call 

“« Habibulla Khan.” The Envoy ordered me to call him. I Set to the Mon en 
said, “‘I am not well to-day. I will go to-morrow; give the Sahib my salaam.” | 
went to the Mustaufi the next day at 10 a.m. to call him as he had promised to be with. 
the Envoy at 8a.m. The Mustaufi went to the Amir, and stated that the Envoy had 
called him. ‘The Amir gave him permission to go, but said, ‘ Don’t go alone, take 
« Shah Muhammad the Wazir with you.” They both accompanied me tv the presence 
of the Envoy, who made the three of us sit down, and entered into conversation, He then 
said to them that he had heard that the Amir was not treating well the Sirdars who had 
accompanied him (the Envoy), that he had stopped giving them the income they were 
entitled to, and which the Amir’s father had given them regularly, that they had nothing 
toe live upon, and would suffer from the want of it. That the British Government woul 
not let them be the losers, and would pay their allowances if the Amir refused to do s0 
and that the Amir would not be pleased at this. The Mustaufi said, “ He was unaware 
‘“« that this was the case, that he would mention it to the Amir, and say that if this was 
“ the case it was not proper.” The Envoy then asked the Mustaufi, “ Whether it was 
the Amir’s intention to travel with him as he had promised or not ?” Both the Mustauf 
and the Wazir said, ‘‘ He cannot go this year, because the country is unsettled, but he 
‘* will go next year.” The Envoy said, “ Very well.’ He then asked them, “‘ Whether 
“‘ the Amir intended to go to meet the Viceroy in India?’’ The Mustaufi said, “ Yes, 
“ he will go about December.” The Envoy said to them, “ Ask the Amir again about 
“ this.” They said, ‘‘ We will ask him.” The Envoy then dismissed them, and asked me 
my opinion as to whether the Amir intended to go to India or not. I answered, “No; 
“ he has thrown up the idea of going on this tour with you, and he does not intend going 
“ to the Durbar.” I heard shortly afterwards from a friend of mine, that he had 
heard from a friend of his, who was present at the time, that on the Mustaufi leaving 
the Envoy they went straight to the Amir and mentioned what had taken place at the 
interview. The Amir was very angry. The Mustaufi said “Why are you angry? 
* If you do not give these men anything, and the British Government gives nothing 
“to them either, they will suffer from actual want.’’ The Amir then asked Daud 
Shah what he thought of it. Daud Shah answered, “I ama soldier. I don’t under- 
“ stand this sort of thing. I think that the promises made with the British Govern- 
« ment at Gandamak ought to be carried out.” The Amir answered, “ This country is 
‘* Afghanistan ; we cannot get on here without practising deceit.” On this, Naib Lall 
Muhammad (Farash Bashi) said, “ If thisis true what you say that Afghanistan cannot 
“« be managed without practising deceit (fareb), then we may look upon Afghanistan as 
“ on the way to ruin; it will go out of our hands.” The Amir made no reply. On 
hearing all this, I reported it to Cavagnari, who said, “The Amir can do as he likes.” 
(This took place some 8 or 10 days before the 3rd of September.) 


About three days after this, the Envoy said—‘ I will go and call on the Amir to- 
“ morrow.” When I went to the Amir’s Durbar the next day, I saw the Envoy sitting 
alone with the Amir; when he returned to the Residency, J came to speak to him. He 
told me that “he had a private interview with the Amir which lasted two hours.” That 
the expression of the Amir’s face was a pleased one, that it was the same expression that 
he had seen him wearing at Gandamak. On the 2nd September the Envoy told me that 
he had asked Shah Muhammad to secure a house for Nawab Gholam Hussan Khan 
somewhere in the Bala Hissar but away from the Residency: this Shah Muhammad 
had refused to do so, the Envoy asked me to look out for one for him either in the city 
or Kazalbash quarter, or some other place than the Residency grounds. I had selected 
one, and was coming towards the Residency the next morning at 7 o’olock to report 
having done so. Qn arriving at the gate of the Bala Hissar, I heard a report that, Daud 
Shab had been killed by some men of a regiment. I went on and saw three regiments 
and a few bazaar people going towards the Envoy’s quarters. I followed them with two 
of my own retainers. Some of the men of one of the regiments recognized me, and 
said, “ Kill him, he is Cavagnari’s father ;”’ they were unarmed as a rule, some of them 
had side arms. Two men attacked me with sticks, one struck me on the shoulder, and 
another struck my horse, which reared and turned round. I found I could not go to 
the Envoy, so I went upa bye street to Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan’s house, and 
leaving my horse in his stable I went inside the house, where I found Wali Muhammad 
who was taking his bath (Hamam). I called out to him to come out. He did so, and 
said, “ What is the matter?” I said, ‘Men have gone up to kill Cavagnari.”’ He 
said, “Don’t stay below, go upstairs.’’ J went upstairs, and from there, 200 yards off 
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through a window, I saw all these people go up to the Envoy’s stables and begin stoning 
the syces and undoing the horses and plundering ; some went on to where the Sowars’ 
horses were and began to stone them and begin to plunder, and unfasten the horses; the 
Sowars armed immediately, and I then heard two or three shots evidently fired by the 
Sowars. I cannot tell whether any damage was done by these shots, but they all 
yetired at once, and some two hundred of them went to the upper part of the Bala 
Hissar to fetch their arms, and the rest of the soldiers going out by the Shah Shahie 
gate of the Bala Hissar to fetch their arms from their Camp. 


I heard that when the men had gone to fetch their arms, the Envoy wrote a letter to 
the Amir and sent it to him by a chaprassi. I heard that this letter reached the Amir, 
but did not hear whether he sent any reply or not. Had the Amir wished to assist the 
Envoy, why did he not send 100 men to guard each gate so as to prevent the return of 
these men with their arms ? 


Jn about half an hour’s time, at 7.30 or 8 a.m., the soldiers returned with their arms 
and a regular fight began. Firing went on without intermission on both sides, the 
Afghan soldiers had capital cover and surrounded the Residency on all sides. The 
officers of the Afghans directed their men; they had looted the magazine of the Upper 
Bala Hissar and had plenty of ammunition with them. All the clothing, stores, treasury 
and other store-houses are near the Residency. The store-houses were looted; they 
attacked the treasure, but were stopped by the regiment or guard there. This regiment 
was I suppose about 500 strong, and remained at the treasury all day. The Amir’s 
house is abont 250 yards from that of the Envoy, Besides the regiment on duty at the 
treasury, I suppose there were some 2,000 followers of the Amir who had come into the 
Bala Hissar early that morning who were all round the Amir’s house. They were all 
armed ; none of them joined the attacking party in the morning, though some of them 
did so at about 2 p.m. I hear that the Amir several times said, ‘“ Some of you go to 
the Envoy’s assistance,” but whenever any did go towards where the fighting was going 
on, they only shouted out, “ Kill, kill.’ This is only hearsay. 


At about 9 a.m., while the fighting was going on, I myself saw the four European 
officers charge out at the head of some 25 of the garrison; they drove away a party that 
were holding some broken ground. When charged the Afghan soldiers ran like sheep 
before a wolf. About a quarter of an hour after this another sally was made by a party 
with three officers at their head—Cavagnari was not with them this time,—with the 
same result. A third sally was made with two British officers (Jenkyns and Hamilton) 
leading; a fourth sally was made with a Sikh Jemadar bravely leading. No more sallies 
were made after this. They all appeared to go up to the upper part of the house and 
fired from above. At about half-past 11 o’clock part of the building in which the 
Embassy was, was noticed to be on fire. I do not know who fired it. I think it 
probable that the defenders finding themselves so few fired part, so as to have a less 
space to defend. ‘The firing went on continuously all day; perhaps it was hottest from 
10am. to 3 p.m., after which it slackened, and the last shots were fired at about 
4.30 p.m. or 9 p.m., after which all was quiet, and every one dispersed. The next 
morning | heard shots being fired. I asked an old woman to whose house J had been 
sent for safety by Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan, what this was; she sent out her son to 
find out, he said, ‘‘ They are shooting the people found still alive in the Residency.” 


The whole of that day the dead bodies stripped remained in the Residency. On the 
next day I hear that the bodies of all Mahomedans, Hindus, and the two British officers, 
Hamilton and Dr. Kelly, were all thrown together into a place dug for the purpose. I 
hear that the body of Mr. Jenkyns was taken to the Amir. I know nothing more about 
it, Cavagnari’s body was not found. I am of the opinion that it must have been burnt 
in the house. I heard that on the 4th, the soldiers found some money in the Residency. 
On hearing this the Amir posted sentries over the house, and on the 5th, caused the 
hodies to be buried, and from other money he found there, he paid each sepoy of the 
Tegiment that had guarded the treasury a present of seven rupees per man. 


I asked Wali Muhammad Khan to send me to some safe place; he gave me three 
ponies. I dressed as a grass-cutter, and with one grass-cutter riding one pony in front 
and the second behind me with the other pony we got safely to Aoshahr, where I 
remained in hiding about nine days; when hearing that the British force was on the 
Shuturgurdan I travelled by night and reached that place in safety and reported myself 
'o the Brigadier-Gencral Commanding there. 
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On or about the 13th or 14th September the man in whose house I was conceal 
came to his home and stated the following facts:—He said the Amir called ar 
Sirdars of every clan, the Ghilzais, Kohistanis, Kabulis, Kazalbashis, Tajiks ae : 
asked them whether they mtended to join in the “ Ghaza” or religious war to fioht te 
British, and if so, he requested that he would send their families to Kohistan and 
Ghilzei peu or gs oe place out of the way ; they answered; “ We are not going 
‘“* to send away our families Jet the Ghilzais bring their families to K e Wi 
ee g les to Kabul, and we will 

The Amir at this reply was very angry and abused Zai i 

h angy ainulabundin, the man that 
collected all the Sirdars together, and had said that they would agree to fight. uae 
; Abdul Karim Khan, Safi, the most powerful man in Kohistan, and a friend of the late 
Envoy’s, was cut into small pieces by order of the Amir about ten days ago, the Amir 


fearing that he would probably seize him and make him over to the British inc 
wished te fly to Balkh or Kohistan. pu IGe ene 


Malik Hamid, Ghilzai, Khan Muhammad Khan, Ghilzai, Nyaz Muhammad Khan 
Ghilzai, were all called by the Amir the day after Abdul Karim Khan had been killed, 
and said  Cavagnari made _you all over to me, and I have donc nothing to you; Nou: 
‘“ you must swear on the Koran never to go again to the English, and you must join in 
“a religious war against them.” They agreed to do ashe ordered. When I left Kabul 
the troops consisted of— 

One cavalry regiment “ Sharuk Walla,” stationed at Kabul. 
/ ” 1” Colonel Ghulam Hyder, stationed in Zurmat. 
Seven infantry regiments, in Kabul. 
Three infantry regiments, 14 guns, stationed in Ghazni. 
Six infantry regiments, 24 guns, sent to Turkestan. I hear that they have been 
recalled, but do not know whether they have arrived. 


There are a great number of guns in position in the Bala Hissar, but very few gunners. 
The walls of the Bala Hissar are of no use for defence. ‘There are some three or four 
places which men can scale easily. 
Some 200 or 300 irregular troops, infantry, are in Kabul but no irregular cavalry. 
On or about the 13th of this month three cavalry regiments asked for pay and were 
disbanded by the Amir after they had deposited their arms. 
The Sirdars who are for the British and not for the Amir arc— 
Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan. 
»» Ibrahim Khan. 
» Ahmad Ali Jan. 


., Muhammad Sarwar Khan. 
3 . Sadik Khan. 
is 3 - Hashim Khan. 
53 Karim Khan. 


a Abdul Rusul Khan. 
s» Muhammad Hussan Khan, &c., &c., &e. 


On my faith I believe that Yakub Khan stands alone, and that those Sirdars who are 
outwardiy for him are so only through fear, and, when the British advance, will all come 
over to them. 


I have omitted to mention one thing. Before the arrival of the six regiments from 
Herat (mentioned above) the Envoy, agreeably to a suggestion of mine, wished to pay 
Wali Muhammad Khan a visit to condole with him on the death of his mother. ‘Tbe 
Envoy said that he wished first of all to ask permission from the Amir before going. He 
did so, and the Amir answered “go.” ‘The Envoy then told me what he had done, and 
said that he intended to visit Wali Muhammad Khan on the next day, ordering me to 
go and prepare Wali Muhammad Khan for the visit. 1 went to Wali Muhammad Khan's 
house and told him this, and the Sirdar made every preparation to receive him and 
‘nformed all the other Sirdars of the expected visit. ‘Ihe next day, however, the Envoy 
told me he had asked Ghyas, the Mehmander, whether the Amir would really like his 
paying this visit, and that Ghyas had answered “ No, the Amir will not like your going. 
I then said, “I warned the Sirdar that you were coming and everyone expected that you 
« would have paid this visit, and all the Sirdars hearing that you have put it off have 
« begun to tremble in their hearts, saying, ‘ We wonder what our fate will be if the Sahib 
« 33 afraid of going, or is unable to visit our chief Sirdar.’” 
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Enclosure 39 in No. 27. 


Letter from Kazt Asput Rauman of Kabul, written on 15th September, addressed to 
Nawas Str Guoram Hussan Kuan, K.C.S.1, and brought to him by Ressarpar 
Bana-wur-pin Kuan, IT. (Q.0.), Bengal Lancers on furlough in Kabul. 


I wav communicated the state of affairs in Kabul to Major Cavagnari several times 
through Ressaldar Baha-wul-din Khan, and especially two days before the outbreak 
which I told him would take place, and he should be on the alert, but my warning was 
disregarded. I again beg you to tell the Sahibs that no one is prepared to fight you. 
I declare they are all on your side and looking for your arrival. The revolt was pre- 
arranged. 


The Ressaldar being cross-questioned as to what the Kazi could have heard to induce 
him to send the Envoy a warning of intended disturbances, says: ‘The Kazi judged 
“ by the fact of the Amir not having fulfilled one of his promises in connexion with 
“the Treaty, that he had no intention of acting honestly, or being really friendly, but 
“ that, on the contrary, he would sooner or later break out into open hostility. The 
“ Kazi had not, however, heard of any specific intention or arrangement for mutiny or 
“ yevolt on a given day or in a preconcerted manner.” 

(Signed) A. Conotry, Captain, 
Ali Khel, Political Officer. 
20th September 1879. 


Enclosure 40 in No. 27. 


Information given by Ressaldar Bawaw-vn-pin Kuan, 11th Bengal Cavalry. 


The “Neza bazi” practice by the Envoy was most distasteful to the Amir, because 
his own troops used to look on and sometimes join in the sport. The spot on which it 
was carried on, however, was concealed by willow trees, and not actually in sight of the 
palace, 


There were other matters at which His Highness took offence, such as accompanying 
the Envoy in person on the proposed tour to the northern provinces; also the military 
rank of Sir Louis Cavagnari, for in the Afghan army a major is of no account. 


As regards his attitude on the day of the mutiny, the first thing the Envoy did was 
to send him an urgent message verbally by one Muhammad Karim Khan, Subadar in 
the Ist Punjab Cavalry, and son of Muhammad Rahim Khan, who was killed with 
Captain Davidson at the Crag Picquet, Umbeyla campaign. (Muhammad Karim Khan, 
whose house is at Bariki Barik in Logar, had come to Kabul about a land case.) On 
his arrival with the message from the Envoy, he was told to wait, and help would be 
sent, but he was kept all day, and nothing was done. Tater on one Ghulam Akhi, a 
Chaprassi with vote from Mr. Jenkyns reached the Amir, but nothing was done beyond 
giving him a line to say help was coming, which never came. His son was certainly 
Sent out apparently to stop the fighting, but he went to the Chaman or quarter which 
the three mutinuous troops had left, and where there was no one left to coerce. Daud 
Shah when sent out was maltreated and wounded, and I dare say he did his duty 
honestly, for he had lately rather sided with the Envoy and and estranged himself from 
the Amir accordingly. [he Amir had a considerable number of personal attendants, 
from 100 to 150, and all the officers and leaders of the troops besides officials. Had he 
gone out in person even a short distance, it would most probably have had the effect of 
checking the revolt. 

Resides he might, before they broke away and joined the attack, have kept back 


or a active use of three regiments quartered in the Bala Hissar close to his own 
residence 


Allao-din of Lalpura, a trusted adviser, urged him to help the Envoy, but he would 
do nothing. 
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Saif-ud-Din Khan Brigadier offered to bring up three regiments from S 
off the assailants, but he was desired to be pleut He loca no ane ae 
treatment of the bodies both of Embassy and escort (excluding the Envoy’s which bane 
not found); they had been tossed over the wall and left in a naked, dishonoured ai 
horribly mutilated and hacked-about condition for a day and night, after which the 
were thrown into a hollow and covered with earth and rubbish. : 


As to the defence and setting fire to the Embassy this was done by the Embassy 
themselves in order to render untenable that portion of the place, the roof of which was 
in the enemy’s possession, and from which they were pouring down a hot fire of bullets 
They had scrambled on to this roof from a neighbouring building which stood on one 
side only of the Residency. 


The detenders had retreated meanwhile to another part of the Residency, and even- 


tually to a “pucca hamam” or bath which could not be set on fire, and which they 
defended to the iast. 


Ressaldar Bahaw-ul-din Khan’s sources of information are Saifu-din Khan, Allao-din of 
Lalpura, Mirza Nishan (the Commander-in-Chief’s Secretary). 


He says Padshah Khan was being closely watched, but told him (the Ressaldar) that 
the moment he heard of our advancing from the Shuturgurdan, he would slip away and 
get us unlimited supplies and carriage in Logar. Sirdar Wali Muhammad also sent a 


verbal message by him to say that for his own sake and that of the country he hoped the 
British would advance rapidly. 


He believes Wazir Shah Muhammad Khan to be untrustworthy, but Mustauf 
Habibulla and Daud Shah to be at heart favourable to our cause. The latter has 
reason to suspect the Amir for having sent him out alone to face the troops (that is 
exactly what Allal-ud-din Khan, Ghilzai Chief, has stated in one of his interviews with 
Sir F. Roberts). The coldness between him and the Amir arose from his having advised 
His Highness on certain points, as follows :— 


(1.) Eleven months’ arrear of pay had been promised the troops, but not given 
them. 


(2.) His Highness had promised to go on tour, but would not make any arrangement 
for it. 

(3.) He was treating Abdulla Jan’s mother very hardly and had forced her to give up 
17 lacs. 

(4.) He would not befriend those who had come in to Cavagnari. 

(5.) He did nothing to gain the support and affection of the Chiefs and people. 

(6.) Or to listen to complaints of, or see to interest of, traders and travellers and 
people. 


Enclosure 41 in No. 27. 


Translation. 


Statement of ALLAL-uD-pIN, brother of Papsan Kuan, Guitzat, taken at Ali Khel 
on the 15th of September. 


Ox the morning of the 3rd, after the sun had risen, I and my brother started from our 
residence in the town of Kabul and proceeded to the Durbar of the Amir to ask His 
Highness’ permission to return to our home. The Amir was in his private apartment at 
the time, and we stopped at the gateway downstairs. Our names having been announced 
to the Chief, he said he would send for us after he had washed his face and hands. As 
usual, General Daud Shah, Mullah Shah Muhammad, Yahya Khan, and Mostaufi 
Habibulla were with him at the time. At this time we observed two attendants of the 
Amir hurriedly running towards His Highness’s apartment. Shortly after General 
Daud Shah came down, and we asked him if everything was all right. IIe said it was 
all right, and not all right, and in a hurry went away. His orderly told _us that three 
Orderly Regiments quarrelled on the occasion of issue of their pay, and that, having 
mutinied, they had proceeded to the residence of the British Plenipotentiary, Sir Louis 
Cavagnari. A short while after a loud cry of “ Dam-i-Charyar was heard. It wa 
said that the mutinous troops first went to the stables to seize the (Embassy) horses ; 
that the Chhota Sahib, Mr. Jenkyns, ordered his men to fire upon them, and by this 
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means killed nine of the soldiers; that the Afghan troops, being then without. arms, 
yeceded and went to fetch weapons ; that they got hold of some arms from the magazine, 
koown by the name of Qulab-i-Firangi, and took away some from. the lines of the other 
three Afghan regiments stationed in the square of the Bala Hissar fort; that these 
regiments also joined the mutineers, and wounded Daud Shah by bayonets and stones ; 
that the Amir desired to go out himself, but was prevented by Mulla Shah Muhammud 
and the Mustaufi, who expressed their apprehension that the troops would also kill him 
‘fhe went out. The Amir then sent his heir-apparent and his tutor with a copy of the 
Koran and Yayha Khan te dissuade the three mutinous troops from acts of violence, and 
to tell them that he would send away the British Envoy from his territory if they did 
not like his stay at the capital. He also sent them a message to the effect that, if 
desired, he would wage a religious war, but that they should not raise a disturbance 
now. 1 and my brother and a number of other Khans were also sent with the deputation. 
When we reached near the troops we asked them to forbear, but they snatched the 
Koran from the hands of the heir-apparent’s tutor, and beat him with the stocks of guns, 
and continued in attacking (the Residency). Guns (banduks) were being fired inces- 
santly from both sides. The besieged inmates of the Residency showed a staunch 
resistance. I have heard that when the troops first attacked the Residency, Major 
Cavagnari wrote a letter to the Amir, telling him that no person treats his guest in the 
way (he was being treated). It is said that a servant of Major Cavagnari, the resident 
of Barki, managed to go out of the Residency with the letter, but as the place was 
subsequently more closely beseiged, all communication with it was cut off. The fight 
continued to dusk, when the Residency was seen on fire. Some say that the inmates of 
the place set the building on fire themselves to burn away the mutineers who had 
reached the roof; while others remark that the building was set on fire by the mutineers, 
or it caught fire from the 10 or 12 charges of artillery which had been fired. That 
moming Major Cavagnari had gone out for an airing, and he had not yet ungirdled his 
loins when the disturbance broke out. When out riding, Major Cavagnari and the 
troopers of his escort used to cut apples while galloping near the lines of the Afghan 
troops, and the men of the Amir’s army thought the British officer and his followers 
showed them that they were great swordsmen, and thereby taunted them. The 
Afghans took this to heart. Besides this, a few days ago some sepoys (of the Envoy’s 
acort) were seen at the house of a saddler, with whose wife they were on terms of 
intimacy ; they were even pursued that day by a number of people, and the circum- 
stance enraged the populace. Major Cavagnari was not in the habit of receiving visits 
from any persons or hearing reports from them, and so he could not be aware of their 
feelings and ill designs. The Amir was not concerned in exciting the mutiny. But it 
is true that after the disturbance the Chief sent three months’ pay to the mutinous 
troops to their lines to prevent them from doing any further harm. ‘Three or four days 
previous to the mutiny a Russian Envoy was at Kabul; but I am not aware whether he 
was there on the particular day, or whether he is now in the town or not. From the 
hammam (bath-room) of the Residency house the mutineers brought out three women, 
two of whom were the daughters of a farrier of Kabul, and they were killed on the spot. 
The Amir cannot at present punish the mutineers for fear of his troops and the (excited) 
public. The soldiers do not obey the orders of their officers. They appoint their 
officers themselves. ‘The people and the army are ready to wage war under the name 
of Jihéd. As I have come here (to the British camp), the Amir will ruin me. I shall 
carry out as far as I can all the orders given to me. When leaving Kasim Khel yester- 
mo sent my nephew, Sherdil Khan, to Kabul to inform his father, Padshah Khan, 
ee Thad proceeded to the British camp, and to request him to manage to return home. 
To are settled with the British Government, I shall render them every service. 
€ people will probably collect together to engage in Jihdd. 





Enclosure 42 in No. 27. 


Statement of Kasir Kuan, Son of Payanpa Kuan, in Service of the Kabul Embassy, 
; dated 10th September 1879. 
ee Major Sir L. Cavagnari, K.C.B., C.S.I., at Batti Kot during the late campaign 
ca ook service with him, bringing information as I was a Talib-ul-IIm. I again came 
88 Sir L. as he was proceeding to Kabul, and was asked to take service once more, 
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and consented, joining the Embassy six days before the massacre. There w. 
regiments of infantry and a battery of artillery in the Bala Hissar; the cee 
were scattered about the place, owing to cholera. On the morning of ‘the 3rd Ser t Ae 
a regiment, named Bahadur Khan’s, turned out for parade with arms, then atone ae 
a third without arms, to receive their pay. General Daud Shah rode u and ai 
received with a salute; he then proceeded to pay regiment 3. A aoutle ai 
handed to them, but the men demanded arrears for three; the General abuse then 
the soldiers replied with a volley of stones at him, and then at their officers; after thy 
they proceeded towards the Embassy. At the commencement of the disturbance I : 
near the soldiers, and started at once to warn the Envoy of what had occurred - 
Sir Louis ordered every preparation to be made for defence. The rioters fired shot 
and threw stones at the Embassy house, and were received with a volley; the cr a 
Ghaza was raised: all the regiments (with the exception of the officers) and the ae 
rabble joined in. Up to one p.m. no impression was made on the Residency. Tie 
rioters then set fire to the buildings, and brought two guns to bear also. As the fire 
burnt the supports (wooden) of the houses, our men were now and then precipitated 
down and either shot or cut down. The smoke hindered the garrison greatly. It was 
about this time that I attenypted to escape, and being secured by men of Bahadur 
Khan’s regiment, would have been slain bad I not thrown my arms round the legs of a 
man who was directing them, and he saved my life, keeping me a. prisoner in one of the 
rooms. It was not till sunset that resistance ceased and all was over. At intervals men 
came in to report how the fight went on. In this way I heard that Amir Yakub Khan 
had sent his son with the Koran, and begged the soldiers to desist from attacking men 
who were their guests, and every claim of theirs would be satisfied, but they would not 
listen to the lad. After sunset the man who had saved my life told me to slip away. | 
did so, and took shelter in a village three kos from Kabul; the next day and night 
(4th September) I spent on the road; 5th, with a Ghilzai chief, who gave me shelter; 
6th, Tezeen ; 7th, with Azmatulla Khan at Charbagh ; 8th, Girdeh; 9th, Safed dheri; 
10th, Peshawur. During the six days that I was at Kabul, I mixed constantly with the 
people in the city, and am under the impression that the presence of the English officers 
was not distasteful to the residents, and that this rising was not premeditated or planned 
by any one. 


Note. 


Bahadur Khan’s regiment is said to haye come from Herat, and the regiment No. 3 
also came from that quarter. Khan Bahadur Ibrahim Khan substantiates the first, and 
Wali Muhammad Khan, Zakka Khel, the second. Information received through Gholam 
Moyauddin Khan at Lundikotal from Jellalabad, says that the Herati soldiery had 
commenced the disturbance. Kajir Khan knows the regiment, entered here No. 3, 
as the “ Ardal.” He gives further details of the men at the Residency taking shelter 
in the garden, and throwing themselves into the water when on fire with their clothes 
burning, which shows that he was an eye-witness of the events he has related, though 
these details have been omitted here from his account. 

At first this man expressed absolute ignorance of any Herati regiment having anything 
to say to this outbreak, and maintained that the regiment which began the attack was 
the Ardal, or orderly regiment, composed of selected men taken from all the regiments 
and formed into household troops. 

(Signed) W. G. Warenrrivcp, Lieut.-Col., 

September 14, 1879. Commissioner. 





Enclosure £3 in No. 27. 


Memoranpum on Information received from Kabul regarding the recent Massacre of the 
of the Embassy, the Attitude of the Asm and that of some of the ‘Tribes. 


Iv forwarding the information which I have selected as the most interesting, and 
to some extent most trustworthy of all that I have received regarding events . 
Kabul, and the present aspect of affairs, { would draw particular attention to te 
statement of Abdulla Nur, Chief of the Kuki Khel Afridis. 

His history is well known to Government, and I need not repeat it; 
strenuous opponent throughout the late Kabul war, he declined positively to atten 
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summons until he had received orders or permission from the Amir of Kabul. What 
those orders were he has briefly stated. Abdulla Nur is now in Peshawur with the 
Khyber deputation, and in receiving him in the presence of the whole of the Afridi 
tribes assembled, I told him that I remembered his services to me ten years ago, that we 
respected him for his adherence to the cause of the patron whose favours he had recived, 
and that I now expected as hearty service from him as he had given to the Amir. He 
at once, in few words, replied that he had come in to do that service, and I, myself, 
believe that he will not be found faithless. ‘Throughout my dealings with the Khyber 
tribes he has shown great strength; he has supported my views which have, no doubt, 
to some extent coincided with his own, but he has also had much to say in smoothing 
away difficulties and quieting the heart-burnings which naturally enough existed among 
the opposite faction. 

1 suspect that the little effect which the recent news of the disaster in Kabul has had 
upon the Afridis gencrally is greatly due to the calm attitude of Abdulla Nur. 

I have said so much regarding this man because, being by far the most powerful and 
most respected among the Khyber Chiefs, and at the present moment working, to all 
appearances, heartily and honestly with us, [would obtain for his opinion as much weight 
as [ think is due. 

I believe it will be found that Amir Yakub Khan was as much taken by surprise as the 
Embassy, and that he was nearly in as great danger from his own mutinous troops as the 
Envoy, and became practically a prisoner in his own palace. No doubt he may have 
shown Jittle force of character, and but little personal courage, yet he probably was 
deterred from running similar risks, by the treatment which General Daud Shah, the 
Commander-in-Chief, and his attendants, as also the Amir’s own son, had received at the 
hands of the soldicry. 

With reference to the final paragraph of the statement of Abdulla Nur I may add 
here that three or four men, whose opinions ought to be the most valuable, have 
volunteered their conviction, almost in the same words, that Sirdar Ayub Khan was the 
secret instigator of this revolt. I should not say so much. 

We have always heard that Ayub Khan, in writing to his brother Yakub Khan pro- 
tested against. the alliance with the British Government. These feclings were shared by 
the regiments lately arrived fresh on the scene from Herat, and they are also said to 
have openly expostuJated with the Amir through their officers. To the soldiers and to 
Ayub Khan the Amir is reputed to have given a firm reply, that he had been powerless 
to resist us, and that we had treated him with consideration and kindness. 

Ayub Khan and his regiments were but indifferently informed of the progress of 
events which Jed to the execution of the Treaty between the Amir and the Government. 
Could they have been in personal communication, Ayub Khan would probably have 
arrived at the same conclusions as the Amir. There is no necessity for suspecting 
Russian intrigue in Herat; Ayub Khan need only have been prompted by the same 
national feeling which influenced more or less all Afghans, and which was only modified 
by personal interests. 

The troops lately from Herat had been for many years away from Kabul. They 
are not composed of residents of Herat territory, but of 1 miscellaneous collection of all 
classes and tribes from which the Army is usually recruited. I believe it was the 
intention of the Amir to have sent them in relief to Turkestan. On arrival in Kabul 
they were mntinous about their arrears of pay, and the Amir attempted at first unsuc- 
cessfully to disarm them. Then cholera broke out among them, 250 are said to have 
died in one day, and some three regiments reccived part of their arrears of pay, gave up 
their arms, and were dismissed to their homes. 


The remaining regiments from Herat who were in the relief for Turkestan were: 


probably detained in Kabul to accompany the Amir and the Envoy in that direction. 

So far as Tam able to judge at present the outbreak was entirely due to a quarrel 
about pay; the “Ardal” Regiment stationed in the Bala Hissar having demanded 
more than the one month’s pay offered to them, then maltreating and wounding Daud 
Shah the General, and threatening the Amir and afterwards the Embassy. I should 
say that although there may have been disaffection and matinous language, yet that the 
outbreak and its results were unpremeditated and unforeseen. 

Assad Khan, Subadar of the 2nd Punjab Infantry, at this moment sitting with me, 
assures me that the Afridis are one and all ready to do the Government service, and 
adds that. his news from Kabul is that the Amir is heartbroken and refuses food. When 
asked the origin of this disaffection and mutiny he immediately replies that the Sirdars 
Ayub Khan and Abdul Rahman Khan are at the bottom of it; the same story that I 
have before alluded to. 
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Why the Amir withheld so much pay from the troops I have never heard satis 
xplained. He is supposed to have had the money, having recovered 18 lakhs 
mother of the late hcir-apparent. It may have been to prevent descrtion. 
famine prices, and the troops are universally said to have been sta 
plundered right and left on their way to Kabul. 

It is, of course, to be expected that the people of Kabul itself will dread the advance 
of British troops and fear indiscriminating retaliation. So also will the army, or at all 
events those regiments most concerned in the late outrage. But I do not as yet antici. 
pate that our columns will meet with opposition. If any of the Herati regiments have 
left Kabul unbroken, and have marched in any direction, they are thinking of their own 
safety. ‘They know that they will not find this in their homes; their nominal rolls 
exist, and it will I believe be found that they are endeavouring to escape into quasi- 
independent territory. Any advancing towards Jellalabad are probably making for 
Kafiristan, or more probably Kunar and Bajour. 

I believe that the Afridis and the Khyber arrangements are absolutely in hand. I 
have as yet no fear of the Mohmunds or of any opposition on this road. I disbelieve 
the reports of the Amir having circulated letters calling for assistance from the tribes. 
He has probably told them what has happened and of our certain advance, and has 
asked them to await any summons. The rest of the message has probably been supplied 
by disaffected fanatical Mullahs, by those who have gained nothing personally from the 
British alliance, and by the alarmists within our territory who would raise difficulties in 
the hopes of our appreciating their offers of service. 

Nevertheless I may say that the almost universal opinion expressed by natives in and 
about Peshawur is that Amir Yakub Khan has, Ist., been guilty of treachery, and has 
deliberately planned this massacre; 2ndly, is so alarmed at the results that he has 
thrown himself into the arms of his soldiers, and now looks to them to defend him. 

I do not believe in either theory; the property of the Amir and the persons of his 
servants appear to have been no more respected than the Embassy. 

People who served us before along the Jellalabad road, are again offering help, but no 
doubt all are waiting to see what the Governor of Jellalabad and the Khan of Lalpura 
will do. The latter is said to be prepared for flight. If this is the case, it is because 
the Amir when communicating with them was doubtful of the intentions of the British 
Government towards himself. 

(Signed) W. G. Warerrieip, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Peshawur, 14th September 1879. Commissioner of Peshawur. 
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Srarement of Anputia Nur, Kuki Khel, dated 13th September 1879. 


I reacuen Kabul the day before the arrival of Sir Louis Cavagnari, saw the Amir in 
Durbar, and was entrusted to the care of Shah Muhammad, who was directed to enter- 
tain me. I had one Jong and private interview with Amir Yakub Khan with no other 
persons present in the room, before I was permitted to return this way. He assured me 
that he had made definite arrangements with the English, and fully intended carrying 
them out; that for the future their friends were his friends, and their cuemies his 
enemies. Ie then turned to me and said: ‘‘ You, Abdulla Nur, are a true Pathan, and 
« haye clang to me, in spite of the advances of others, I now ask you to be friends with 
“ the English, serve them as you have served me. Go to them and they will treat you 
“ wel] I am certain, but even if they do not act as I have imagined, restrain your tribe 
« from all hostilities with them, and I will then sce what I can do for you from my own 
““ purse.” I was presented witha thousand rupees and then dismissed. I believe the 
Amir to be friendly to the English, the reports of his having sent messengers and. saan 
to stir up the tribes are all false. The soldiers of the Amir—some of them were oppose 
to the Envoy’s coming to Kabul, as they considered that their “ pardah” was ee 
The Herati regiments have been in Herat for years, and their officers with Ayub Khan 
have been greatly open to Russian influences. 
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Enclosure 45 in No. 27. 
Sratement of SAvap Azauam, son of Sayan Imam R. Acutnt Baca Kuaum Pirsusas. 


Wenr about one and half months ago to Kabul (without being called by the Amir) 
to solicit that a grant should be given him and his family, as the mowajibs enjoyed by 
him in Kunar and the Khalil tappah of Peshawur had been taken away from them ; it 
had been given to them as khairat. Syud Amir is a cousin of mine, and his mother was 
a Mohmund woman, married to Sayad Ahmad Ali (his father), and related to the 

mother of Amir Yakub Khan; through her he obtained an inter- 
* Stable. view with the Amir at the “tabela*”’ in the Bala Hissar. Yakub 
Khan, hearing his request, promised to give him a grant and 
advised him to bring his family to Kabul. I remained about 22 days in the Bala Hissar, 
a house being given me for my use. There were no regiments actually stationed there, 
but the fort had always a guard of 800 men or thereabouts. I had no interview with 
Sir L. Cavagnari, or any of the officers. During my stay the Amir was summoning 
men to his capital who were friends of the English like Gholam Nakshband Khan and 
Wali Muhammad Khan, whom he desired to send towards Balkh with the Envoy, as he 
could not go himself. These men would only attend when the seals of the Amir and 
Sir Louis were on the paper, and as they interviewed the Amir they disappeared. Syud 
Muhammad, Badshah of Kunar, Asmatulla Khan, Ghilzai, Jabbar Khel, and Khalo 
Khan, Barakzai, would not attend the Amir’s summons. Sir Louis asked what had 
become of the men summoned (name of the person unknown from whom asked), the 
reply he received was that the Amir had made away with them, he then became aware 
that the Amir’s intention was evil, and would not permit any one to get near him. 
Twelve or 13 regiments were summoned from Herat before I reached Kabul. They 
were to be replaced in Herat by others. In the bazaar the people said these regiments 
had been summoned to fight the English. Rumours were about that any day a distur- 
bance would take place and Cavagnari had been informed of the same. ‘T'wo of the 
Herati regiments about a couple of days before the massacre went to the Amir and 
demanded four months’ pay. They were sent to Daud Shah. He said, I can give you 
amonth’s pay. If you want more, go to Cavagnari. They did not go that day, but 
went on Wednesday, the very morning I started for Butkhak on my way to Peshawur. 
Tleft about 5 a.m., and had reached Butkhak about sunrise. When at Pishin the same 
day the news came of what had occurred in Kabul. I was also apprised of letters having 
been sent iu all directions to rouse the border tribes against us. [ heard the firing of 
guns towards Kabul. I went the next day to Tezin, then by the Karkatcha pass to 
Burji Sultan, then Kajja, afterwards Sultanpur, and the next day Jellalabad. I stopped 
there in a musjid, and was informed that the Governor had sent letters to summon the 
Khan of Lalpura and the Shinwaris against Asmatulla Khan who had become rebellious. 
On my reaching Ali Boghan I met a Mullah Wali Muhammad, who said that he had 
seen the body of Gholam Nakshband Khan being carried to Kama; he had been 
killed in the Kabul affair. I knew Wali Muhammad Mullah; he belongs to ‘Taikal 
Bala. I then proceeded to Chardeh, and arrived the next day at Lalpura. I came 
across two Mullahs with “ talibs ’’ (students) who had letters for the Mohmunds, Bajouris, 
Swatis, and Bunerwals. That for the Mohmunds was delivered to Muhammad Sadik 
han in my presence, and the Mullahs having been provided with horses went on their 
way. Sadik Khan was ordered to collect 6,000 Mohmunds, and a similar force would 
be sent from Kabul. I saw no collection of men. ‘The Lalpura families were ready to 
Y away tothe hills. The people were glad of a religious war with us, because they 
had heard of Mowajibs having been taken away in Peshawur, and promises made to 
others to be broken afterwards. In Kabul I heard that the Amir had made peace with 
us because he had been forced to do so contrary to his wishes, and that he meant us no 
Sood for the future. Muhammad Hashim Khan, son of Muhammad Sherif Khan (in 
Balkh), Ahmed Ali Jan, and Abdulla Jan’s mother are against the Amir. 


: Tue above is a fair specimen of the sort of news circulating in Peshawur. The in- 
me is an elderly highly respectable Sayad. He was brought to me by Arbab 

atah Khan, Khalil, who assured me that his information was thoroughly trustworthy ; 
and [ had heard of his arrival the day before from Arbab Jumma Khan, Mohmund, who 
Professecl to helieve all that the informant stated. 
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Most. of the report is untrue and invented. The informant himself was evi 
cinbittered against the Government, which had done nothing to better his circums 


: (Signed) W. G. Warerriecp, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Peshawur, [4th September 1879. Commissioner 


dently 
tances, 





Enclosure 46 in No. 27. 


Statement of Aumeps1, Mutzan, Resident of Alladand, Swat, who had gone to Kabul 
three months ago to collect money due to a shrine in Swat, to which informant 
belongs. Taken 13th September 1879. 


Inrormanr left Kabul a week ago and walked to Jellalabad whence he came down 
the river on a raft staying over night at Lalpura on the 11th and arrived at Michni on 
the 12th, in Peshawur to-day, 13th. Before the attack on the Residency took place the 
people in Kabul had expressed sentiments hostile to the presence of a British Envoy at 
Kabul, and no doubt the fact that British officers were in the Bala Hissar was unpopular 
in the city. A short time before the attack an affray betwecn two Kabul soldiers and a 
sepoy of the Guides took place in which the Kabulis were wounded. They belonged to 
the Bala Hissar garrison’ which was much exasperated by the Amir arresting the 
Kabulis and by the chaff of the townspeople who taunted them with having first their 
comrades wounded and then put in jail. Informant was not an eye-witness of the 
attack, but hears that the Bala Hissar garrison broke out early that morning on parade, 
and after firing on Daud Shah who was wounded in the side, made for the Residency. 
Sir L. Cavagnari was shot throngh the head about 9 or 10 a.m., and the Residency was 
set on fire and taken about 2 or 3 p.a., or later. The Bala Hissar was open during the 
day and troops and townspeople kept streaming in. The first regiment to break was 
the ‘ Orderly Paltan.” The Amir was in his own house the whole day with strong 
guards ; he was in fear of his life. He lives about 400 paccs distant from the Residency. 
Informant saw the flames of the burning houses that evening. Most of the bodies of 
the defenders were burnt in the Residency, the rest buried next day. Tour men of the 
Guides escaped. (These were spared out of a few sepoys who took refuge in a 
“hammam”’ or bath contiguous to the Residency.) Three (of whom two are unknown 
and one wounded, and one being Ali Asghar of Koh Daman) are with the Amir; and 
one is making his way down to Peshawur. Informant saw him at Butkhak, He 
belongs to Gujrat or Bakshahi, a village in Yusufzai. Next day the troops told the 
Amir that they did not wish to kill him, but were determined to have a religious war. 
The second day after the attack the Amir paid the troops three months’ pay ; armed 
the city and recalled the six regiments sent some time ago to Herat. When informant 
passed through Jellalabad, everything was quict. Did not hear of any troops coming. 
No one alarmed. The Governor there, but no troops. At Lalpura the Khan was pre- 
pared for flight if the British advanced, and had written to his tribe, the Mohmunds, to 
prepare for a religious war. There were no troops there or at Dakka. Much excite- 
ment. in Kabul, but no plundering of the city. The Amir is powerless to control 
troops. No chiefs were killed by the Amir. Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan 1s 4 


prisoner in his house. 


Tu above has been generally confirmed by the Guide who has escaped from Kabul, 
and the last news from Lundikotal, is that there are no troops at Dakka or Jellalabad, 
and that none are on their way there. The attitude of the people is one of expectation, 
and the Mohmunds are merely holding themselves in readiness. 

(Signed) W. G. Warerrietp, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Peshawur, 15th September 1879. Commissioner. 


Enclosure 47 in No. 27. 
Grotam Monayupin, on 11th September 1879. 


A an by name Orakzai who had been sent to Jellalabad has returned. He states 
that many men have come to Jellalabad from Kabul and report that all the British 
officers of the Embassy and those who accompanied them have been killed and the 
Embassy house has been burnt. Though the principal part in the massacre has been 
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taken by Herati regiments, still almost all the people of the city joined, and other 
troops also connived. The mutiny is not yet over. Orakzai was searched near 
Jellalabad by the servants of Sirdar Muhammad Hassan Khan, Governor, with a view 
to intercepting papers to the address of the British authorities if any could be found on 
his person. He was again searched with the same object by the servants of Muhammad 
Sadik Khan at Dakka. The road this side of Jellalabad is safe, but on the other side 
of Jellalabad it is unsafe for traffic (on account of Asmatulla Khan, Ghilzai). Muham- 
mad Hassan Khan, Governor of Jellalabad (who probably had been away against 
Asmatulla, this is conjecture), reccived information of the mutiny from Muhammad 
Sadik Khan and directed the latter to establish posts. Muhammad Sadik Khan went 
towards Pesh-Bolak and has appointed guards in several posts and returned to Haftchah. 
He has sent his agents to Mohmunds to keep themselves in readiness and to come up as 
soon as invited. He intends to send for some Mohmund levies and post them in the 
fort of Dakka. He will probably locate some troops in this fort. His brother, 
Muhammad Ali Khan, is at Lalpura. 

Nur Muhammud who has been sent by Sikandar Shah from Lalpura states that 
Muhammad Sadik Khan returned to Lalpura last evening. (Sikandar Shah is a 
resident of Karyanah-Daudzai, but has long been in the service of Nauroz Khan, father 
of Muhammud Sadik Khan. He may he sending news on his own acccunt, but it seems 
most probable that Sadik Khan should know what he is sending.) Akbar Khan, son of 
Ajun Khan (the refugee who killed the Tehsildar of Hushtnuggur years ago) came last 
night into the fort of Dakka with 120 sowars and foot. Muhammad Sadik Khan has 
received orders to recruit 500 troops for the Dakka Tort and to collect his levies, so that 
British troops may not advance. Mullah Khalil, resident of Fahm-Killi in Khwaizai 
territory, has received letters from the Amir to collect men for a religious war, and His 
Highness has promised to pay expenses of the war. 

The Amir has summoned to Kabul Muhammad Shah Khan and Abdul Aziz Khan, 
sons of Sultan Muhammad Khan, and Akbar Khan, son of Nauroz Khan, and they will 
leave to-day or to-norrow. (This would be to clear away the opposition faction and 
strengthen Muhainmad Sadik Khan.) Akbar, Khan, son of ;Ajun Khan, states that the 
six infantry regiments who killed the Embassy are on their way to Jellalabad. 


Win reference to the above, there are only 50 men in the Dakka fort. Akbar Khan 
has long been in service in Lalpura. The Amir had summoned Muhammad Shah 
Khan and others to Kabul before the outbreak. Mubammad Shah Khan is protected 
by his aunt, the Amir’s mother. If any Herati regiments came this way, it is in order 


to escape to Kafiristan. 
(Sigued) W. G. Warerriscp, Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Peshawur, 15th September 1879. Commissioner. 





Enclosure 48 in No. 27. 
Statement of Timoss (Taimur), B. ‘Troop, Corps of Guides, Queen’s Own. 


Our arrival at Kabul was at first welcomed by the Amir’s troops and the city people ; 
the former were under the impression that the arrival of Sir L. Cavagnari would make a 
great change for the better in their affairs ; they expected to receive their pay regularly 
and be permitted to take their discharge when it pleased them; but their views altered 
when they found that our Envoy could not interfere in their affairs; the respectable 
residents of the city on the contrary remained friendly to the end. During our stay 
there, regitnents were coming in from Herat and ‘Turkestan, were paid and sent off. I[ 
am a Saddozai, well acquainted with Kabul, and have many friends there. Yam under 
the Impression that the presence of the Embassy was not distasteful to the majority of 
the people. Matters remained thus till the 3rd September ; there were two regiments 
Inside the Bala Hissar who had been brought dowu from Turkestan, and had created a 
disturbance there; other regiments were encamped outside. The “ Ardal” regiment 
with General Karim Khan went to the Munshi in the Bala Hissar, and asked for their 
Pay; they demanded two months, but were informed that they were to receive only one. 
Karim Khan told them to appeal to Daud Shah; they went and were informed that 
orders had been given for them to receive merely a month’s pay. The men then broke 
out, and another regiment joined in with them; the last went to secure their armss 
whilst the « Ardal ” regiment started tor the Embassy. On the way they stoned the 
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horses of the Guide escort and killed one of the syccs ; the Sikhs to protect their own 
lives fired on the mutineers. They then went away to get their arms, whilst our men 
collected at the Embassy, and Sir L. made every preparation for defending it. The 
Amir’s troops secured a “ morcha” ina place named “ Kulla-Fi-arangi,” about 80 yards 
from our position and commanding it completely, and opened fire; it was then about 
8am. The fight continued till near mid-day, when Sir L. was wounded in the fore- 
head with « builet; he descended the stairs without assistance and asked for the doctor. 
Jemadars Jewand and Mehtab Sing were also wounded about the same time. Mr. 
Jenkyns then asked me to write a letter to the Amir demanding assistance, which I did, 
and it was carried by Gholam Nabbi, brother of Ressaldar Muhammad ‘Sherif Khan; 
he delivered it, but was unable to bring back an answer. A second letter was then sent 
by the hands of a Hindu; he was killed at once. By this time an entrance had been 
made into the Embassy, and in spite of our utmost efforts their men would get in and 
commenced firing the building. I addressed them under the orders of Mr. Jenkyns, but 
could not induce them to desist. A paper was then given me to hand over to their 
general regarding their pay. As I appeared amongst the mutineers they plundered me of 
everything, and after beating me soundly took me before Karim Khan; he said I am 
unable to stop the disturbance, and gave orders for my detention. I was placed ina 
room, and shortly after a wounded havildar was brought in, and on his request I 
extracted a bullet from his back. In the evening this man gave me some old uniform 
of his regiment and permitted me to depart in return for what I had done for him. The 
Amir was surrounded in his residence and unable either to come out or render any 
assistance to the Envoy’s party. He sent General Daud Shah with 20 or 30 men from 
other regiments. The mutineers wounded Daud Shah and he had to run away, his 
companions were killed. Sirdar Yahya Khan and the Mustaufi Habibulla were then 
sent; they were forced to fly also. The troops plundered everything belonging to the 
Amir they could lay hands upon, and released all the prisoners in the {gaol. I went and 
hid myself in the house of Shahzada Sharyar, who is a relation of mine, and the next 
morning went secretly to sec what had occurred at the Embassy, disguising rnyself as 
well as I could. I found Mr. Hamilton’s body lying close to a gun about 70 paces from 
the Embassy ; the soldiers round about were discoursing that the defenders had charged 
out about 5 p.m. Mr. Hamilton had shot three men with his revolver and cut down 
two others with his sword before he fell. Mr. Jenkyns was lying 20 paces nearer to 
the building, and Dr. Kelly by the stairs. I did not see the Envoy’s body. I went 
back to the city and remained hid for four or five days. Heard that the bodies of the 
murdered officers had been buried about 100 paces to the west of the Embassy. I went 
then and saw their graves. The Amit’s authority was completely gone, the soldiers 
plundered and did as they liked. One night they were on the point of putting him to 
death, and took away property valucd at seven lakhs from him. All the shops in the 
city were closed for four days; the Khans used to send their followers to protect the 
Amir’s life and person from his soldiery. I left Kabul on the sixth day and came by 
Butkhak and Lughman. There I heard that Gholam Nakshband Khan had been 
killed, but I could not learn by whom. I came by Lalpura and Jellalabad and reached 
Lundikotal at 8 p.m. on 14th September, and saw no men collected on the way to resist 
an advance. I know that the 20 or 30 men who came with General Daud Shah were 
killed by the mutineers. I heard this from others, and saw the bodies lying on the 
ground when I went to see the Embassy, and could distinguish them to be those men 10 
whom Daud Shah placed considerable trust and confidence ; their clothing was different 
to that worn by the regiments that had revolted. I went first to Shahzada Sharyar's 
house, remained two nights with him, and then removed to Sultan Khan Peshawuris. 
There I heard of many events that had taken place. It was said that I utteh 
Muhammad Khan, Duffadar, Akbar Shah, and Narain Sing had been sent out with the 
grass cutters. Hearing the disturbance these men fled to Sirdar Muhammad Sarwar 
Khan’s place in the Morad Khani, Akbar Shah’s father being in his service, and the grass 
cutters were entrusted to the Amir’s cavalry, and sent for by Sirdar Yahya Khan where 
I saw three of them. [also saw Futteh Muhammad Khan, Akbar Shah and Narain 
Sing at the house of the Turkestan Naib, whose name I do not know. Sirdar Muhammad 
Sarwar Khan sent them to Sirdar Yahya Khan, and he forwarded them to the Naib, as 
they belonged to his religious sect (Shia). Mr. Jenkyns’ horse was purchased by 
General Tainas Khan of Jellalabad. The fire of the Sikh troopers (at the commence 
ment) knocked over about six of the mutineers. I only know of one gunshot strnae 
the door of the Embassy ; the gun was fired several times during the day. ee 
appeared with Mr. Jenkyns’ letter, the soldiers, under the impression that they could Mi 
all times lay hands on me, did not attempt to kill me, but led me to General Kari 
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Khan who commanded the two regiments and others that were encamped outside. The 
dea in Kabul was that this man had a hand in the revolt, and has been turned out of 
his command; his men were chiefly from Logar, Wardak, and Kohistan. I started from 
Sultan Khan’s house with the messenger of Sirdar Asuf Kahn going to Lughman. I 
have not heard of Shahghassi Yusuf having come towards Peshbolak. 

(‘True Translation.) 
Peshawur, (Signed) R. Warsurron. 


16th September 1879. 


Enclosure 49 in No. 27. 
Statement of Tarmur (Timoss), Sowar B. Troop, Corps of Guides, on 15th September 1879. 


I was in the Bala Hissar, Kabul, on the 3rd instant: Major Sir Louis Cavaguari 
and the other British officers were in the bungalow. At about 8 a.m. the Turkestani 
« Ardal” regiment, which was in the Bala Hissar, was paraded to receive its pay. Daud 
Shah, the Commander-in-Chief, gave them one month’s pay. They claimed two and 
broke. 

They were paraded quite close to the Residency, and another regiment was also 
quartered with them. 

One of soldiery shouted out “ Let us destroy the Envoy first of all and after that the 
Amir.” They rushed into the court-yard in front of the Residency and stoned some of 
the syces who were sitting there. 

We then opened fire on them, without orders from any European. All the British 
officers were inside. 

The Amir’s men then went for their weapons and returned with them in a quarter of 
ahour. If in that time the British officers had so desired, they might have escaped. 
They then commenced to besiege the Residency, and from commanding positions made 
the roof of the Residency untenable. We then made shelter trenches on it and fired 
fom the windows. 

The city people came to help the soldiers at about 10 a.m. Major Sir Louis 

Cavagnari was wounded in the forehead about 1 p.m.; he was in a sheltcr trench. A 
man from the roof of a house shot at him and the bullet striking a brick, it, together 
with a piece of brick, struck Sir Louis. But he was not killed. Mr. Jenkyns came up 
a sent for a Munshi to write to the Amir, but the scribe was unable to write through 
ear. 
_ [then wrote briefly to the Amir that we were besieged and he was to help us, and scent 
it by Gholam Nabbi, a Kabuli, an old Guide sowar who was in the Residency. No 
answer came. Gholam Nabbi afterwards told me that the Amir wrote on the letter, “ If 
“God will, lam just making arrangements.” 

Major Cavagnari was helped into the Residency and tended to by Dr. Kelly. Mr. 
Jenkyns then ordered me to send a second letter to the Amir, stating that Major 
Cavagnari was wounded and to hasten on assistance. ‘This letter was sent by a Hindu 
whose name I don’t know. He was cut to pieces in front of the Residency. I was at 
about 3 p.m. sent with a letter by Mr. Hamilton promising six months’ pay. By that 
time they had managed to get on to the roof of the Residency. I went armed into the 
midst of the crowd, and was immediately stripped of my arms, but my life was saved by 
an officer. I then said I had a promise to give them six months’ pay. They threw me 
from the roof of the Residency on to the roof of the neighbouring house. I lost my 
senses, was stripped of everything [ had, and was taken to General Karim Khan who 
commanded the brigade which had mutinicd. He was sitting on a bed surrounded by 
50 or 60 men. I did not sce him give any orders, but when I told him I had come to 
sive six months’ pay to the troops, and that he must stop their fighting, he said he was 

elpless in the matter and ordered me to be confined. 

I know nothing of what happened after this, but TI visited the place next moruing. 

T recollect they had begun to set. fire to the Residency just as I was leaving. 

A wounded havildar of the Amir’s, who was brought to the house where I was 
imprisoned, let me escape for extracting a bullet from his back. It was then morning. 

aybreak I went to the Residency, and saw first the corpse of Lieutenant Hamilton 

ying over a mountain gun which had been brought up. The troops who were there told 
i. Mr. Hamilton had shot about three men with his pistol, and had cut down two more 

cfore he was shot. 
le was stripped and cut into picces but not dishonoured. About 25 feet off was the 


M 4 


96 


body of Mr. Jenkyns in a similar state. TI did not go into the Residency, but was tolg 
Dr. Kelly was lying killed in the Residency. Sir Louis Cavagnari was in the Resid 
when it fell in flames. He was in the room where the wounded were, and his bod 
not been discovered when I left the city. All bodies found in the Residency w 
burned that they could not be recognized. 

The bodies of Messrs. Hamilton, Jenkyns, and Kelly were buried about 100 yards 
below where they fell, and in a garden. Besides myself no other of the defenders 
escaped, so far as I know. Gholam Nabbi, the ex-sowar, brother of Ressaldar 
Muhammad Sharif Khan of the Guides, who was entrusted with the letter, is alive and 
in Kabul. He still has the letter with the Amir’s answer on it. 

The Guide sowars who were out cutting grass are now in Kabul in the Mured Khana 
Mahalla, but prevented from leaving the city. The grass-cutters are with Sirdar Yahya 
Khan in safety. 

There are no troops on the road from Kabul, nor are there any in Jellalabad nor 
Dakka. As far as I know none are coming. 

Daud Shah did his best to stop the mutiny, being sent by the Amir, but he was 
pulled off his horse, stoned, and wounded with a bayonet. Daud Shah was alive when 
T Jeft, but his life was in danger. 

In the afternoon Sirdar Yahya Khan came accompanied by Mustaufi Habibulla, but 
were fired on and had to retire. 


eney 
y had 
ere s0 


Norr.—The above taken at Lundi Kotal differs slightly from that. taken at. Peshawar, and contains a few 
additional particulars. —W. G. Waterrietp, Commissioner.—19/9/79, 





Enclosure 50 in No. 27. 


Memorandum by W. Menk, Fsq., Political Officer at Lundi Kotal, dated 16th 
September 1879. 


Taimur, sowar of the Guides, whose first statement is forwarded, arrived here on the 
night of the 14th, and before his statement was taken gave a different account (during 
the night), viz., that he and some other sowars, including Fatteh Muhammad Daffadar, 
escaped on the morning of the attack from some out-houses not actually included in the 
Residency building, which had been appropriated to sowars; he being a Peshawuri found 
refuge in the house of Sultan Khan (a son of the late Nazir Tarverdy Khan of 
Peshawur), who had accompanied Sirdar Yahya Khan to Kabul. Next morning he 
visited the scene of the attack and recognized the bodies of Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Jenkyns, 
and Dr. Kelly; all the sepoys, and in fact everybody in the Residency building, were 
killed. If it is true that he made this statement, and there seems reason to believe he 
may have done so, he is not an eye-witness, though his story is probably fairly correct 
and derived from eye-witnesses. 

Report says that the Amir, though he could not have been averse to such a demon: 
stration against the Residency as might have afforded him an excuse for demanding its 
withdrawal on a plea of being unable to protect the members of the Mission, yet neither 
he, nor anyone else in power, at all expected, or was prepared for what did happen. 
Other rumours connect Abdulla Jan’s mother and her party with the occurrence. 


Nore,—I agree with Mr. Merk that there are doubts about Tnimur, Guide Cavalry, having witnessed all 
he describes. He probably heard much from others—W. G. WaTERFIELD, Commissioner.—19/9/79, 





No. 28. 
No. 216 of 1879. 


Government of India.—Toreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lonp, Simla, October 2, 1879- 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern 
ment, a copy of a letter which we have caused to be addressed to General Sir 'rederick 
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Roberts, and which contains instructions for his guidance in carrying out the several 


‘ects of the expedition to Kabul. 
objects ean 


(Signed) LYTTON. 


3 F. P. WAINES. 
‘ A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
7: A. CLARKE. 
4 JOHN STRACHEY. 
a3 FE. B. JOHNSON. 
. W. STOKES. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Cranbrook, _ A. R. THOMPSON. 


Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 


Enclosure in No. 28. 
No, A.-505, dated Simla, 29th September 1879. 


From A. C. Lyaur, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Forcign 
Department, to Masor-Genrran Ste I, S. Ronents, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding 
Kurram Field Force. 

On the 5th September you received from the Viceroy in person at Simla instructions 
to return with all possible speed to your command at Ali Khel, and to move upon 
Kabul by the Shuturgurdan Pass with the forces placed at your disposal for this purpose 
by the Government of India. You were invested with the chief political authority 
within the range of your military operations, and you were charged with the duty of 
signally and promptly punishing the barbarous murder of the British Envoy at the 
Afghan capital, and of subduing the confusion and disorganisation which have ensued in 
Afghanistan. 

2. It would be useless, in the opinion of his Excellency, the Governor-General in 
Council, to endeavour to furnish you beforehand with detailed orders as to the manner 
in which these instructions are to be executed. Your proccedings will necessarily 
depend upon the state of affairs at Kabul and elsewhere, the acts and attitude of the 
Amir and his people, and upon various other conditions impossible at present to foresce. 
The Government of India desire, however, that in taking the measures necessary for the 
full and effective accomplishment of the objects of your expedition, you will be guided 
by the following general injunctions. 

3. It is assumed that on your arrival at Kabul you will at once place your forces in a 
strong and secure position, such as will give you complete command over the Amir’s 
capital, and reduce it entirely under your control. In order to assure your authority, 
and to prevent disorder, you will proceed at once to enforce the surrender of any fortified 
post and the disarmament of any Afghan troops remaining at Kabul, and of the whole 
city population. You will take early steps for the collection of the supplies which may 
be required for the maintenance of your force at Kabul, in the contingency of any tem- 
porary interruption of your communications with Ali Khel and Kurram, before your base 
of operations shall have been transferred to Peshawur, and your communications opencd 
by Jellalabad. Jt is possible that the operations involved by this change of base may 
not be completed until some weeks after your arrival at Kabul. It is hardly necessary 
to remark, in reference to the provisioning of your troops, upon the expediency of 
looking carefully to the considerate treatment of that portion of the people of the 
country upon which you may be to some extent dependent for supplies. 

4. With regard to the Amir Yakub Khan, your instructions are to secure his personal 
safety, retaining adequate control over Ilis Highness’ movements and actions. You are, 
Moreover, to prevent the withdrawal beyond the range of your authority of any person 
or persons as to whom you may have reason to belicve that their behaviour in con- 
Nexion with the attack upon the British Residency may become a subject for future 
Inquiry, 

5. As soon as you shall have established yourself at Kabul you will institute a close 
and comprehensive investigation into all the causcs and circumstances of the outrage 
Which has compelled the British Government to occupy the capital of His Higimess the 

mr. Upon the question of the punishment, which, after due inquiry, it will be your 
duty to inflict as speedily as possible upon those who have abetted or participated in the 

Perpetration of this outrage, bis Excellency the Governor-General in Council desires 

Me to commend to your careful attention the following observations. 


P 297, N 
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6. I am to point out, in the first place, that for an offence of this character the Af, ha 
nation must be held to be collectively responsible. It was a totally unprovoked” ‘ 
most barbarous attack by the Amir’s soldiery and by the people of his capital upon a 
representative of an allied State, who was residing under the Amir’s protection in the 
Amnr’s fortress, in very close proximity to the Amir himself, and whose personal sales 
and honorable treatment had been solemnly guaranteed by the ruler of Afghanistan. Jp 
the second place, I am to observe that the nature and magnitude of the outrage leave no 
room for doubt that it had its leaders and its instigators—that certain persons must have 
taken a prominent part in the attack upon the Residency, and in the murder of its 
inmates; while there is a strong presunption that such an outbreak must have been 
fomented and encouraged by persons of rank and influence. Towards this latter con. 
clusion all our present information points, and it is corroborated by expressions used in 
the letters written by the Amir himself after the occurrence of the catastrophe. 

7. The retribution to be exacted must accordingly be adapted to the twofold character 
of the offence. It must be imposed upon the Afghan nation in proportion as the offence 
was national and as the responsibility falls upon any particular community ; while it 
must also involve condign punishment of those individuals who may be found guilty of 
any participation in the crime. Iu regard to the penalties to be borne by the State, 
by the city, or by the people generally, it would be premature in the present stage of 
your operations to issue to you any specific directions. ‘The imposition of a fine upon 
the city of Kabul would be in accordance with justice and precedent. The military 
precautions required for the security of your position may necessitate the demolition of 
fortifications, and possibly the removal of buildings which may lie within the range 
of your defences, or may interfere with your control over the city. In forming your 
plans for works of this kind, required by military exigencies, you will have the oppor- 
tunity of considering whether they can be combined with any measures compatible with 
justice and humanity, or leaving a memorial of the retribution exacted from the city in 
some manner anid by some mark that will not be easily obliterated. 

8. In regard to the punishment of individuals, it should be swift, stern, and impressive, 
without being indiscriminate or immoderate. Its infliction must not be delegated to 
subordinate officers of minor responsibility acting independently of your instructions 
or supervision ; and you cannot too vigilantly maintain the discipline of the troops under 
your orders, or superintend their treatment of the unarmed population, so long as your 
orders are obeved, and your anthority is unresisted. You will deal summarily in the 
majority of cases with persons whose share in the murder of any one belonging to the 
British Embassy shall have been proved by your investigations ; but while the execution 
of justice should be as public and striking as possible, it should be completed with all 
practicable expedition; since the indefinite prolongation of your proceedings might 
spread abroad unfounded alarm. 

g. I am here to observe that it will probably be essential, not only for the protection 
of your own camp from annoyance, but also for the security of the well-affected popu- 
lation, and for the general maintenance of order, that you should assume and exercise 
supreme authority in Kabul, since events have unfortunately proved that the Amir has 
lost that authority, or that he has conspicuously failed to make use of it. Moreover, the 
conduct of the Amir himself in reference to the murder of the British Envoy is a matter 
regarding which very conflicting and ambiguous reports have reached. this Government, 
and it will necessarily form one of the primary points to which your investigation will 
be directed. But, whatever may be the result of your inquiry, no action (beyond the 
limits already indicated in the 4th paragraph of this letter) should be taken in regard to 
the Amir Yakub Khan without special reference for orders to the Government of India. 
There may be other cases where the conduct of personages of high position at Kabul 
may come under examination, upon which it may be undesirable to pass any. final 
decision without special deliberation or extended inquiry. It will be for you to judge 
what cases falling under this category should be reserved for the consideration of the 
Government of India. : ; 

10. The military and political exigencies of the situation with which you will have to 
deal require all possible precautions against future violence among a population of which 
a large section is fanatical, treachcrous, and vindictive. While, however, it must be 
your aim to leave on the minds of all classes of the people the strongest. conviction that 
‘atrocities stich as those which have lately been committed will inevitably be visited by 
the British Governinent with the sternest retribution, you will spare no efforts to 
convince the people of Afghanistan that our desire is to treat them with justice and 
benevolence, to respect their religious belief, their feelings, and their customs. It cannot 
be doubted that a very large proportion of the agricultural and commercial classes 1 
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Afghanistan will appreciate, as well as the people of other countries, the advantages of 
good government and of protection to life and property. 

° 11, Although nothing can now be said in regard to the future internal administration 
of Afghanistan, the Government of India cannot ignore the possibility of being forced 
to exercise over that administration a closer and more direct control than has hitherto 
been contemplated or desired, It is, therefore, especially important that during the 
period of difficulty and disorganisation which must, it is feared, be passed before a better 
and more settled system of administration can be established, the people should learn, 
from the strict discipline of our army, and from the wise and upright proceedings of our 
military and political officers, to look to the strength and the justice of the British 
Government as their best guarantee for the future tranquillity of their country. 





No. 29. 
No. 217 of 1879. (Extract.) 
Government of India.-—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, the 9th October 1879. 
We have the honour to submit a summary of the intelligence received during the 
past week regarding the state of affairs in Afghanistan and the progress of our military 
operations in that country. 

2. General Roberts met the Amir at Kushi on the 29th September. He telegraphed 
on the 2nd October that His Highness was much alarmed for the safety of his family in 
the Bala Hissar, fearing that the Afghan troops might attack and plunder the Bala 
Hissar upon the near approach of the British troops. The Amir stated that there was 
but one regiment at Kabul upon which he could depend; and he and his advisers 
strenuously endeavoured to induce General Roberts to delay his advance. It appeared 
obvious that the promptitude of the movement upon the capital, and the ease with which 
our artillery had crossed the Shuturgurdan, had taken the Amir, and indeed the Afghans 
generally, by surprise. General Roberts replied to the Amir that any delay was out of 
the question, but that all the women and children would be given time to leave the city. 
The Amir had apparently proceeded in some haste from Kabul to the British camp on 
hearing that Sirdar Wali Mubammad and other influential personages were about to 
jom General Roberts. His Highness has accompanied the march of General Roberts’ 
column upon Kabul. 

3. On the 2nd October a telegram from Ali Khel reported that the British position 
on the Shuturgurdan had been unsuccessfully attacked by the neighbouring, tribes. 
Communications between Ali Khel and the Shuturgurdan were interrupted during that 
day ; but on the 3rd October news came from General Roberts giving the true version 
of the affair. The independent Ghilzais, who had been watching very closely the move- 
ments of the British troops, had assembled in great force on the ridge above the 
Shuturgurdan crest. Colonel Money, who was in command there, wisely took the 
offensive, and attacking the Ghilzais in their position, he drove them off with a loss of 
30 killed, and captured one of their standards. The number of the wounded is not 
known. On our side one officer and four men were wounded. This successful action is 
likely to have a salutary effect throughout that part of the country. On the 30th 
September, Lieutenant Kinloch was unfortunately murdered on the road a short distance 
beyond l'hull, while proceeding with a single trooper to join his regiment. The circum- 
stances of this murder and the measures which we are taking against the offenders are 
being reported separately. 

4. Gencral Roberts arranged to evacuate Kushi until he should be firmly in 
Possession of the Bala Hissar, when a military postal service will be established between 
Kabul and the Shuturgurdan Pass. He telegraphed that until this had been effected all 
communications between himself and the Pass, which would be held by a strongly 
cntrenched force might be suspended for a few days, unless it were found possible to 
Maintain a postal service or to keep up a correspondence by means of heliographic 
‘ignalling. General Roberts took this course in order to avoid leaving small partics 
dlong the road while it was still insecure and because he was desirous of reaching Kabul 
With as strong a force as possible. The whole column reached Zarghun Shahr on the 
2nd of October, and marched on to Zahidabad the following day. Here the insufficiency 
of transport, which General Roberts had previously reported to be the great obstacle to 

Ms progress, compelled the column to halt for one day, as it was necessary to send back 
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the animals to bring up the reserve ammunition and stores. On the 5th the adva 
was to be continued to Charasiah, which is only a short march from Kabul. The walled 
hill above the capital could be piainly seen from Zahidabad. ae 

5. From the Khyber column it was reported on the Ist of the month that sy li 
were coming in, and that the troops beyond the Khyber Pass were healthy. Ga 
Gough with his detachment reached Basawul the next day. The country was quiet 
and the Governor of Jellalabad had promised assistance. His agent had aininat the 
tribes to refrain from acts of hostility. On the 4th October the Governor of Jellalabad 
himself came into General Gough’s camp accompanied by the Khan of Lalpura the 
chief of the Mohmands. They visited the General, and have been sending in supplies 
with the aid of the headmen of the neighbouring tribes. A foraging party of the Guides 
is at Peshbolak. 

6. On the 3rd October Major St. John telegraphed that General Hughes’ brigade 
of reconnaisance, which he was accompanying, had arrived at Kelat-i-Ghilzai, and 
would halt there for two days. The arrangements which had been made by Sirdar Sher 
Ali Khan, the Governor of Kandahar for supplies along the road, and for the maintenance 
of the post, were excellent. Letters were received from Kandahar, a distance of about 
89 miles, in 36 hours. Sirdar Mahomed Tahir Khan, the Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai 
met the British commander outside the fort. He had collected some supplies. Grain 
was abundant, but fuel and forage were scarce. The country was apparently quiet, and 
caravans were arriving unmolested from Kabul. From Kelat-i-Ghilzai the troops 
advanced to Naorak, and thence pushed on to Ab-i-Tazi, the third march along the road 
and about 29 miles from Khelat-i-Ghilzai, as supplies were found to be insufficient at 
Naorak. The Amir had made no communication to the southern Ghilzais who inhabit 
this country except that he remained on terms of alliance with the English. 

7. Several additional papers and reports received from General Roberts are also enclosed, 
They relate principally to the attitude or the tribes, and to the interviews held between 
the General and the Ainir’s agents, the Mustaufi Habibulla Khan, and the Wazir Shah 
Muhammad Khan, before the Amir entered the British camp. It will be seen that the 
main objects of this deputation were to declare the Amir’s desire to maintain friendly 
and faithful relations with the British Government, and to persuade General Roberts to 
stay his advance on the capital. The deputies represented that the presence of the 
British troops at Kabul might cause confusion and disorganisation throughout the 
country ; and they pleaded that they were anxious to obtain for the Amir some chance 
of restoring his own authority. Nevertheless, they agreed that since the British army 
would not delay its march, it should come in such force as to overawe or overpower all 
attempts at resistance. Some further letters which passed between the General in 
command and His Highness the Amir are also enclosed. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
E. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 





P.S.—We have just reccived and transmitted to your Lordship the following telegram 
rom General Roberts :— 

“ Charasiah, Gth October.—Reconnoitring parties sent out on all roads to Kabul 
at daybreak thie morning, reported enemy were advancing in great force from 
direction of city. The parties had to retire, and soon afterwards the high range of hills 
intervening between Charasiah and Kabul were crowded with troops and city people, 
while partics of Ghilzais appeared on the hills running along both flanks of camp, and 
reports were reccived that the road to Zahidabad was threatened, along which General 
Macpherson was advancing with large convoy of stores and reserve ammunition. 
Warning was scnt to Macpherson, and some assistance in cavalry. It was absolutely 
necessary to carry the heights in front before evening. General Baker was entrusted 
with this very difficult duty, which he completed in the most admirable manner. Ile 
sent a party under Major White, 92nd Highlanders, consisting of a wing of that_regl- 
ment, three guns, G-3 R. A., 100 of 23rd Pioneers, and two squadrons 5th P. C., to 
advance by the right of the gorge. After an obstinate resistance, Major White 
succeeded in driving the enemy off the main hill, and later in the day captured 12 guns. 
Our loss bere, three Highlanders killed, six wounded, and aman, 5th Punjab Cavalry, 
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xjlled, two wounded, and one 9th Lancer wounded. General Baker, | with 72nd High- 
landers, Wing 5th Goorkhas, 100 oth P. 1, and remainder of 23rd Pioneers, four guns 
No. 2 Mountain Battery, and two Gatlings, made a turning movement to the left, and 
was soon hotly engaged. He reports that the advance of the troops was made to his 
entire satisfaction, height after height being carried in gallant style. Our loss, Captain 
Young, 5th Punjab Infantry, and Doctor Duncan, 23rd, Lieutenant Fergusson, 72nd, 
wounded ; and about 70 men killed and wounded. Enemy’s loss unknown, but it must 
have been considerable ; they fled in great confusion and lost two standards. We have 
strong pickets posted, as large numbers of Ghilzais are still in neighbourhood ; but I 
hope to-morrow to be able to march to within a short distance of Kabul. Amir states Bala 
Hissar is no longer in possession of people he can trust; his family have moved into the 
city. The headmen of Chardeh, a suburb of Kabul, have asked if they may pay their 
respects to me. Others will probably follow their example, and I am sanguine that the 
country will quiet down now that the people sce opposition is useless, but at present 
there is very great excitement in the city and country generally. I received greatest 
assistance throughout the day from army signalling under direction of Captain Straton, 
22nd regiment.” 


Enclosure 1 in No. 29. 
Telegram, dated 2nd October 1879. 
From Grnerat Roserts, Kushi, through Shuturgurdan, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


Amir is much alarmed for safety of his family in Bala Hissar, and begged me to 
interview him yesterday on subject of our advance. He and his advisers strongly 
urge delay. I said it was impossible, but that time would be given for all women and 
children to clear out of city. Amir fears his own troops may attack and sack Bala 
Hissar on hearing of our approach. Jle has only one regiment he can depend upon, 
and it is quite evident from having made no arrangements for their families that 
the Afghans never contemplated a British force would reach Kabul this season. Indeed, 
the Sirdars admit this, and don’t conceal their surprise at the rapidity of our 
movements. 

Amir hurried to our camp on hearing that Walt Muhammad and other Sirdars intended 
doing so; he wished to be beforehand. Amir accompanics me on line of march to-day. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 29. 


Tclegram, dated 2nd October 1879. 
Irom Genrnat Ronerts, Kushi, through Shuturgurdan, to Forrtcn Secretary, Simla, 


67th Foot and*G.-3 reached this yesterday. The two Infantry Brigades join 
Cavalry Brigade at Zarghun Shahr to-day, when Kushi will be for the time abandoned. 
Except as regatds postal service, which I hope will be maintained regularly, and 
Possibly heliograph signalling trom some hill near Kabul, we shall have no commu- 
meation with the Shuturgurdan for some days. As svon as I have possession of 
Bala Hissar, General Gough will establish military post between Kabul and Shutur- 
gardan, but Iam averse to leaving so small partics on the road at present; besides, it is 
desirable to reach Kabul as strong as possible. Meanwhile 3rd Sikhs, 21st Native 
Infantry, and 4 guns Mounted Battery are strongly entrenched on Shuturgurdan, and 
will be provided with food and ammunition. Holding the Shuturgurdan gives me great 
Support. One fatal case of cholera in Mountain Battery yesterday. 


Enelosure 3 in No. 29. 
Telegram, dated 3rd October 1879. 


Fron Generar, Ronerts, Zarghun Shahr, through Shuturgurdan, to Foreran Secretary, 
Simla. 


column arrived here yesterday, and marches to-day to Zahidabad; great difficulties 
‘out transport. No certain information of attitude of troops in and about Kabul, 
‘Apparently want of Ieaders renders them powerless. The Ghilzais watched our moye- 
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ments very closely, and yesterday morning assembled in great force on ti 

Shuturgurdan. Colonel Money aisle attacked thei, Gt draee them off wi eae 
30 killed, number of wounded unknown. Our loss, Major Griffiths, 3rd Sikhs aii 
sergeant of 67th, belonging to signalling party, both slighily wounded ; also three Ine ; 
3rd Sikhs: this will have good effect all over the country. mH 





Enclosure 4 in No. 29. 


Proctamation (by Generar Roserrts) to all people of Kabul, dated Camp Zarghun 
Shahr, 3rd October 1879. 


Be it known to all that the British army is advancing on Kabul to take possession of 
the city. If it be allowed to do so peacefully, well and good; if not, the city will be 
seized by force; therefore, all well-disposed persons, who have taken no part in the 
dastardly murder of the British Envoy, or in the plunder of the Residency, are warned 
that, if they are unable to prevent resistance being offered to the entrance of the British 
army, and the authority of His Highness, they should make immediate arrangements for 
their own safety, either by coming to the British camp, or by such other measures as 
may seem fit to them; and as the British Government does not make war on women and 
children, warning is given that ali women and children should be removed from the city 
beyond the reach of harm. The British Government desires to treat all classes with 
Justice, and to respect their religion, feeling, aud customs, while exacting full retribution 
from offenders ; every effort will, therefore, be made to prevent the innocent suffering 
with the guilty, but it is necessary that the utmost precaution should be taken against 
useless opposition. 

After receipt of this proclamation, therefore, all persons armed in or about Kabul will 
be treated as enemies of the British Government, and, further, it must be distinctly 
understood that, if the entry of the British force is resisted, I cannot hold myself 
responsible for any accidental injury which may be done to the persons or property, even 
of well-disposed people, who may have neglected this warning. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 29. 
Translation of a Proclamation issaed by His Highness the Amir to all people of Kabul, 
without date. 


Ir is hereby notified that the British troops are advancing to take possession of the 
city of Kabul, that is to say, to restore order there. If the above-mentioned troops be 
allowed to do so peacefully and without resistance, well and good, namely, the people 
will be protected and their lives and property saved, and injury will be caused to no one; 
if not, it will be seized by force. ‘Therefore, al! well-disposed persons, the Chiefs, the 
soldiers, and the followers of His Highness the Amir, who have taken no part in the 
dastardly murder of the British Envoy or in the plunder of the Residency are warned 
that, in case they are unable to prevent resistance being offered by the ignorant and 
rebellious people to the British army and to the authority of His Highness the Amt, 
they should remove themselves and their families from among those ignorant and wicked 
people, and make arrangements for their safety, cither by coming to the British camp, or 
by such other measures as may seem fit to them; and as the British Government does 
not think it lawful to make war on women and children, warning is given that, in case a 
band of the ignorant and vicious people should take up arms and offer resistance to the 
British Government, the well-wishers and the followers of His Highness the Amn, 
whether soldiers or others, should remove their wives and children from the city to some 
safe place. . ‘The British Government desires to treat all classes of people with justice 
and equity, to respect their religion, feclings, and customs, at the same time it will inflict 
severe punishment on the offenders and mutinecrs. Great care will be taken that the 
innocent do not suffer with the guilty, but it is necessary that the people of Kabul should 
take utmost precaution against opposition and not enter into open hostility to the British 
Government. After receipt of this proclamation, therefore, all persons inside and outside 
the town should not carry arms, as their carrying them would make the British Govern- 
ment suspicious of their hostile attitude, and all persons armed will be treated as enemies 
of the British Government ; and if the entry of the British force is resisted by the in- 
habitants of Kabul, the British Government cannot hold itself responsible for any 
accidental injury which may he done to the persons and property even of well-dispose¢ 


yeaple. 
[ ee ee ee em ee 
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Enclosure 6 in No, 29. 
Telegram, dated 5th October 1879. 


From Genera Roserts, Zahidabad, through Shuturgurdan, to Foretcn Secretary, 
Simla. 


Reached this yesterday; obliged to halt to-day to send back transport for reserve 
ammunition and stores. March to-morrow to Charasiah, Jeaving all impediments in 
store here. Walled hill above Kabul visible from camp. Hope to open communication 
by heliograph with Shuturgurdan. A standard was captured from the enemy on the 
Shuturgurdan on Thursday by a native officer of 3rd Sikhs. All well. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 29. 
Telegram, dated 4th October 1879. 
From Deruty Commissioner, Thull, to Punsan Government, Simla. 


Arriveo yesterday evening. Ascertained following additional particulars regarding 
Kinloch’s death. Dr. Bellew and other officers left Thull shortly before him. He 
marched along with his baggage and servants accompanied by a sowar. Other party 
safely reached Mundoorie halting ground. Kinloch was wearing Peshawur loongee, and 
was not distinguishable from a cavalry sowar. Scene of offence, a ravine running down 
to river Kurram from interior of Zaimusht country, some 11 miles from Thull, and in 
portion of road for which Wattizais are responsible. One of the Zaimushts said to have 
been shot in leg by deceased. Offenders were Khoedad Khel from furthest settlements, 
one of same sections as committed both raids near Gandior. Wattizai chowkidars in 
nearest road towers arrested, and in custody. Road kept open in consultation with 
General Gordon by Khatak levies. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 29. 
Telegram, dated 3rd October 1879. 
From Commisstoner, Peshawur, to Pungap GoverNnMENT, Simla. 


Generar, Gouan reaches Basawul. Agent of Governor of Jellalabad in camp assisting 
with supplics. The Governor himself will wait on the General to-morrow.  Afridis, 
Shinwaris all working well. Aiir’s Sirdars to assist have reached Lalpura. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 29. 
Telegram, dated 4th October 1879. 


From Commissioner, Peshawur, to Punsan Government, Simla. 


ie of Lalpura and Governor of Jellalabad have both come in, aud are helping with 
supplies, 


Enclosure 10 in No. 29. 
Telegrain from Kandahar, dated 3rd October 1879. 


From Masor Sr, Jonw, Kelat-i-Ghilzai, 20th September, to Foreign Secretary, Sinla. 


Arriven {his morning with General Hughes’ column, which halts here for two days. 
‘Arrangements made by Sirdar Sher Ali Khan for supplies on road and for post excellent. 
Letter coming from Kandahar in 36 hours. Sirdar Mahomed Tahir Khan met me out- 
‘ide the fort; has collected certain amount supplies ; grain abundant, but fuel and forage 
scarce, He has about, 500 Khasadars, mostly Wardaks; about 300 are in fort, which 
8 left in his hands. ‘he country apparently quict. Caravans arriving unmolested 
fom Kabul. Thermometer falling below freezing point at night; early and severe 
Winter predicted. 
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Enclosure 11 in No. 29. 
Telegram, dated 4th October 1879. 


From Grnerai Stewart, Kandahar, to Foreicn Secretary, Simla. 


As supplies are insufficient at Naorak, General Hughes’ brigade has b i 
. . . re een : 
to go to Ab-i-Tazi, the third march from Kelat. : Renaud 
Amir has made no communication to the Southern Ghilzais, except that h i 
on terms of alliance with English, ae 





Enclosure 12 in No. 29, 
Camp Ali Khel, 19th September 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Sir F. Rozerts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding the Kabul Expe- 
ditionary Force, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department. 


I nave the honour to forward copies of letters of this date addressed by me to Padshah 
Khan and Asmatulla Khan, leading Chieftains of the Ahmedzai and Jabbarkhel Ghilzais 
with the object (a) of establishing friendly relations and gaining over to our side the 
influence and assistance of those powerful Chiefs, which will be invaluable to both the 
Shuturgurdan and Khyber Columns; (4) of making their personal] acquaintance as soon 
as opportunity may offer. 

The former I hope to sce shortly, the latter after my arrival in Kabul, and after he 
has been of usc, as I trust he may, to the Jellalabad Force. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Generar, Ronerts to Papsuan Kuan, Ghilzai, 
dated 19th September 1879. 


Avren Comvitmenrs.—Your brother Allal-ud-din, with his son Bahram Khan, has 
arrived in Camp. lam aware of your attachment and that of your family (to the British 
Government). Therefore they have been treated, and will be treated with honour and 
respect. : ; 

Whereas we intend to proceed shortly to Kabul, vid Logar, with a view to render 
friendly assistance and support to His Highness the Amir, and take revenge on the 
mutineers who massacred the Embassy, I hope that you, out of your devotion of long 
standing (to the British Government), will give me the pleasure of secing you at Kushi 
at the time of the arrival of the British Camp there, and will accompany me to your own 
limits. By this you will do service to both Governments, and will be handsomely 
rewarded, a 

Rest assured in every respect; but do not fail to join the camp at Kushi. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Generar Ropserrs to Asmatutia Kuan, 
Jabbarkhel, dated 19th September 1879. 


Arter Compiiments.— Whereas I ain well aware of your attachment to the British 
Government, and also know that you expressed the same to the late Major Cavagnari at 
Jellalabad, I consider you my friend. J am also aware that you kaye not waited upon 

urbar for certain reasons. 
Pel intend proceeding shortly to Kabul, at the head of the Imperial troops, 
vid Logar, I write to ask you to come and see me at Kabul as soon as you hear, of my 
artival there. I shall reccive you honourably, and be pleased to see you. — This will 
conduce to your welfare. I hope that you will not delay your visit after I arrive there. 

Rest assured in every way, and be not afraid. 

Herewith I enclose a copy of the proclamation, from which the object of the present 
expedition will become known to you. It is hoped that you will, out of friendship, 
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and make known the said proclamation to the people at large, so that the tribes 
and the people who have not taken part in the base massacre of the Embassy may rest 
uite assured, and may not be afraid, as the revenge will be inflicted only on the 


participators in the crime. 


circulate 


Enclosure 15 in No. 29. 


No. 9, dated Ali Khel, 24th September 1879. 

From Masor-Generat Sir I'rep. Ronerts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expe- 
ditionary Force, to A. C. Lyanu, Isq., C.B., Secretary to Government of India, 
Foreign Department. 

J nave the honour to forward in original, for the information of his Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor General in Council, the enclosed letter to my address, from 
Sirdar Ahmad Ali Khan, together with covering letter from an Armenian Christian in 
Kabul. 


18th September 1879. 
Arrer many compliments, if God please, I will come myself to see and explain you 
all the news after some days. Believe me, Sir, Sirdar Ahmad Ali Khan is the only 
well-wisher of the British in this country. The well-wisher of the Christain faith, Luka 
or Sur-ood-din, an Armenian Christain, and a student of Revd. ‘I’. P. Hughes. . 
(Signed) C. M. S., Peshawur. 





Enclosure 16 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Letter from Sirpar Aumap Att Kuan to Generat Roserts, 
without date. 


Arrer Comptiments.—The death of Sir Louis Cavagnari has caused me great sorrow, 
but as there is no remedy against the divine decree, nothing can be done. 

May the Almighty now protect you with all the well-wishes of Her Imperial 
Majesty’s Government from all harm. I and all my friends and relatives, the well- 
wishers of the everlasting Government, are looking forward to the time when we can do 
service to that Government with devotion and zeal. 

Yurthcr rest assured in every respect, and please always gratify me with the good 
news of the well-being of the Imperial Government as well as of your own good health. 





Enclosure 17 in No. 29. 
No, 12, dated Ali Khel, 25th September 1879. 

From Mason-Generat Sm Frev. Roverts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expedi- 
tionary Force, to A. C. Lyaur, Msq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department. 

In continuation of my letter No. 9 of the 24th instant, [ have the honour to forward, 
for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council, a 
copy of my reply to Sirdar Ahmad Ali Khan. 

2. | have also the honour to forward, in original, a le(ter received yesterday from 
Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan, together with copy of my reply. (See ante.) 


Enclosure 18 in No. 29. 
Dated Ali Khel, 25th September 1879. 
Vrom Magor-Grnerat Sir Frev. Rovers, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 
Expeditionary Force, to Simpar Aumap Att Kuan. 


I nave received your letter, expressing your sorrow at the late occurrences in Kabul, 
‘nd your readiness to. serve the British Government. I am glad to have news of you 
and to know your feelings in this matter. It will give me pleasure to be informed from 
time to time of your welfare. 


P 2a, O 
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Enclosure 19 in No. 29. 
Dated Ali Khel, 25th September 1879. 


From Magor-Generat Sir Frep. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 
Expeditionary Force, to Srrpar Watt Munammap Kuan, 


Your letter has reached me safely at this place. I was “glad to receive news of your 


welfare, and I send this reply to let you know that I shall be happy to hear from time to 
time that you are in good health. 





Enclosure 20 in No. 29. 
No. 8, dated Ali Khel, 23rd September 1879. 


From MaJor-Generat Sin Frepertck Ropers, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 


Expeditionary Force, to A. C. Lyatt, Esy., C.B., Secretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department. 


(1.) From His Ilighness the Amir of Kabul to General Sir F. Roberts, dated 18th I nave the honour to for- 
September 1879. 


(2.) From Ils Ilighness the Amir of Kabul, to General Sir F. Roberts, dated ith © W274, for the information of 
September 1879. his Excellency the Viceroy 
(3.) From Sirdar Ayub Khan to His Highness the Amir. : 

(4.) From His Ilighness the Amir to Mustaufi Habibulla Khan and Wazir Shah and Governor-General in 


Muhammad Khan, dated 19th September 1879, Council, the letters margi- 
(5.) From Captain Karazin to the Governor of Afghan-Turkestan, nally noted. 


Enclosure 21 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Letter from Ami Yakus Kuan to Genera Rozerrs, dated 1st Shawal 
1296 H.=(18th September 1879). 


Arren Comptiments.—-Be it known to you that your friendly letter dated the 27th 
Ramazan (15th September) reached me yesterday, Thursday the 29th idem (17th 
September). From its contents I have derived a series of fresh favour and innumerable 
kindnesses on the part of the noble British Government towards me, as well as their 
wishes for the advancement and continuance of my Government which has greatly 
pleased and gratified me and increased the degree of my sincere friendship and love for 
that powerful Government. 

My Peshkhidmat Sher Muhammad Khan arrived here after I had read your friendly 
letter. Although he has brought no letter from you, he has made a verbal statement of 
the favour and kindness of the British Government towards me, and thereby opened the 
doors of joy and happiness to the face of my sincere heart. 

As I have deputed Mirza Habibulla Khan, the Mustaufi, and Wazir Shah Muhammad 
Khan to you, and they, please God, will represent all the particulars and the minutiz 
of the event as well as my friendly sentiments towards the illustrious British Govern- 
ment, I think it sufficient to write the above. It is sincerely hoped that the above- 
incntioned officials will return with speed and happiness. 


Enclosure 22 in No. 29. 
Translation of a Letter from the Amir to Generar Sin F. Ronerts, K.C.B., dated 2nd 
Shawal 1296 H.=(19th September 1879). 


Arter Compiiments.—Be it known to you that I have received and perused this day, 
Saturday the 2nd Shawal, your friendly letter dated the 29th Ramazan (17th September 
1879) accompanied with two copies of proclamation to the address of the people o 
Kabul and Logar. [rom the contents of the (said) writings, viz., the friendly letter 
and the proclamations, 1 have fully understood the sentiments of friendship, kindness, 
sympathy and amity on the part of the officers of the illustrious British Government in 
regard to myself. I have deputed my most confidential agents to you. They will, 
please God, represent aud state before you all the particulars of the case. I would, 
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, not trouble you by writing more than this, that all that I most sincercly and 
cordially wish and desire is the friendship and amity of the illustrious British Govern- 
ment; by God’s help the truth of these assertions has been and will be manifest. and 


apparent every day. eo : 
{ have informed the Mustaufi of certain internal and external matters. He will 


communicate them to you. 


therefore 


Enclosure 23 in No, 29. 
Translation of a Letter from Stirpar Ayus Kuan to the Amir Yaxus Kuan, without date. 


Arrer CompLimMents.— Previous to this I sent you a detailed account of the murder of 

2 1879 the late General I’akir Ahmed Khan both by post of Wednesday 

AL SORUERINO EEO 4 Be (16th Ramazan)* and by the hands of my Peshkhidmat 
Gholam Muhammad Khan. God willing, you will receive and peruse it. 

And as the customary post is now leaving for that direction, and you may perhaps 
wish to know what the state of affairs is, I beg to inform you that since the death of 
General Fakir Ahmed no untoward circumstance has happened. Let us see what will 
happen hereafter. 

T hope you will take my petitions into your favourable consideration. As it is my 
duty I have represented the above. 


P.S.—To-day the Kabuli Kandaks (Regiments ?) laid plans for raising a revolt and 
committing another mischief, under the pretext of their pay beg in arrears. But 
Hafiz Khan has commenced to pay them and has given one regiment their two months’ 
pay. Consequently they are quiet at present, but what will happen hereafter remains to 
be seen. It being my duty, I have represented the above. 


Enclosure 24 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Letter from the Amir to the Musraurr and Waztr Suan Muuammap, 
dated 2nd Shawal 1296 H.=(19th September 1879). 


Arter Comviiments.—Thanks be to God that all is well here. Ihave just received 
aletter from Ghulam Hyder Khan, the Deputy Governor of Turkestan, dated Thursday 
the 23rd* Ramazan, enclosing a letter to his address from a 
; Russian Captain. I send the same herewith in original for the 
information of General Roberts, so that he may know that both I and my servants 
acknowledge as friends no one but the illustrious British Government, and that we 
have and will have no hesitation or doubt in imprisoning strangers and expelling 
them from our country. ‘The said Deputy Governor also reports that four Kandaks 
(regiments ?) have left for the capital, and that they arrived at 
Tashkurghan on Thursday the 23rd* Ramazan. 


* llth September 1879. 


* With Soptember 1879, 


Enclosure 25 in No. 29. 
Literal Translation from the Russian. 


Kelif, August 25th. 
[New Style: September Gth. | 
Worthy and Respected Ruler of Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Aone the downward course of the Amu Darya, from Termez, there is [now] being 
floated down a Kayuk, occupied by four Russian travellers, with whom are four Cossacks 
and [some] servants. 

Yesterday, the 25th* instant, this Kayuk was driven against [or, close to] the left 
ati Must either be the Afghan bank-of the river; and when three Cossacks and four 
he letter aan tPtembers or Bokhariot. Kayuk-men disembarked to tow the Kayuk [walking 
{ited the 26th August-7th Sep. ON shore], some Afghan people attacked them, and carried 
them off. This happened near the ferry of Chushka Gazar. 
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‘ 

By the grace of God, Russia and Bokhara are at present at peace with Af 
and not at war; hence I hope that this seizure of our people h 
order of the Afghan authorities. 

Informing you, the Worthy and Respected Ruler of Mazar-i-Sharif, of this, I re 
of you to pass an order to have these three captured Russian C 
Bokhariots sent to Kelif, without doing them any harm or violence. 

T hope you will comply with this, my lawful and respectful, request. 

(Signed) Caprain Nicovat Karazty, 


ghanistan, 
as not been effected by 


quest 
ossacks and four 


SIMULTANEOUSLY I am also informing his Excellency Major-General Ivanof, Governor 
of the Samarkand Province, of all that has taken place. 





Enclosure 26 in No. 29. 
No. 10, dated Ali Khel, 24th September 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Sin Frepertck Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 
Expeditionary Force, to A. C, Lyaur, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of 
India, oreign Department. 


I wave the honour to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-General in Council, notes of an interview which I had yesterday with the 
Mustaufi Habibulla Khan and Wazir Shah Muhammad Khan. 


Enclosure No. 27 in No. 29. 


Notes of an Interview between Generar Sir Frepertck Roserrs and the Amir’s Agents, 
Musravrt Hasreunia Kuan and Wazmr Suan Munamnap Kuan, Ali Khel, 23rd 
September 1879. 


Arter compliments General Roberts intimated to the Agents that at their desire he 
had granted them a second interview. He now requested them to be good enough to 
speak freely all that they wished him to know. 

The Mustaufi then spoke in the following sense :—The interests of England and 
Afghanistan are the same, and the Amir and his officials are deeply grieved at the late 
occurrences in Kabul. Moreover, the Amir is anxious to do whatever the British 
Government wishes, and most desirous that the dignity of the British Government 
should be maintained by any means which may seem proper to the Viceroy. But His 
Highness cannot conceal from himself that the mutinous troops and the people in general, 
ryots as well as soldiers, are in fear of an indiscriminate revenge which will fall alike 
upon innocent and guilty. He hopes, therefore, that measures will be taken to guard 
against the possibility of a general rising consequent on fear. 

‘The Mustaufi was here reminded of the tenor of General Roberts’ proclamation of 
15th September. He answered that the people were too ignorant to be acted upon by a 
proclamation ; and then went on as follows :— 

Of course it is possible that no such combination may take place. The Afghans are 
selfish and divided against themselves. Still, lest he should be blamed if it should 
occur, the Amir thinks it right to express his opinion and give the British Government 
all the information in his power. On the whole his advice, as an carnest friend, is that 
the advance of a British force on Kabul should be delayed for a short time (‘‘ Pan] roz ). 
In the interval he will endeavour to disarm the regular trocps; raise new levies ; ant, 
by the aid of the latter, punish ail concerned in the late abominable outrage. His idea 
is to get rid of Sher Ali’s soldiery, always a source of danger, and keep only 15,000 
men for the future. It would be very desirable to delay the advance until he could 
establish his power. The Amir does not mean to imply that any Afghan army, were it 
50,000 strong, could resist the British. ‘lhe mutinous troops have neither organisation 
nor leaders. But the mutinous troops are of all tribes, and if the British army destroys 
them, as it would undoubtedly do in case of resistance, the whole country may combine 
against the British and the Amir. It is for this reason that he advises delay, and x 
the punishment of the guilty be Icft to him. The Viceroy may rest assured that he wil 
show no mercy. He will make an example which will be conspicuous in the eyes of the 
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world as the sun at noonday. _ Already every one in Kabul regards the Amir as an 
infidel because of the way in which he and his have thrown thcir Jot with the British 
Government. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said, however, things might go right if the 
mutinous troops would keep together and attempt a stand. But the Amir feels they 
will not do so. They are more likely to scatter here and there and raisc the country. 
In that case there will be constant attacks on the communications of the force, and the 
gathering of supplies will be difficult. They would come chiefly from the direction 
of Ghazni, partly also from Logar. If the tribes rise it will be hard to collect them. 
Only one month remains before the setting in of winter. 

Of course it is impossible to say what may happen. There may be no opposition, and 
the Amir is in any case ready to do what the British Government desires. But he feels 
itis his duty to express his strong opinion that the present season is unsuited for a 
forward movement. 

General Roberts replied that on behalf of the Viceroy he thanked the Amir for his 
kind advice, which he was confident was the advice of a friend. He said the matter 
was important and required careful consideration and asked whether the Agents had 
anything more to bring forward. 

The Mustaufi then spoke as follows:—The Amir’s advice to delay the advance is 
that of a sincere friend, and it is the best he can give. But if the British army is to 
march on Kabul there is one thing more which I am desired to say. Let it march in 
such strength as to crush all hopes of mischief, and put down all rebellion throughout 
the country. You cannot wait for reinforcements. If you come you must come in 
full strength—in sufficient strength to put down all opposition. There may be no 
opposition, but you cannot count on this. 

General Roberts replicd:—The Amir’s advice is of great importance and must be 
carefully considered. When His Highness first wrote announcing the outbreak at 
Kabul and asking for help the first desire of the Viceroy was to send the British forces 
on without delay. I was ordered to Kurram at once to lead the force here. Simul- 
taneously the Kandahar force was ordered by telegram to return to Kandahar, which it 
was then leaving, and to advance towards Kelat-i-Ghilzai, and instructions were issued 
to collect a third force at Peshawur. All this was to help the Amir with the least 
possible delay. ‘The Viceroy from the first contemplated the possibility of such a 
gencral rising as the Amir now fears, and the scveral armies were therefore by his 
‘xcellency’s order made up to such a strength that all Afghanistan combined could not 

stand against them for a moment. The Kandahar troops were 

* Norn.—The Agents ready in a very short time, and are now beyond Kandahar, on the 
here seemed surprised road to Kabul.* The Peshawur force was rapidly coilected and 
and anxious.—Il. M.D, pushed on; and the Amir may rest assured that the British army 

is advancing in ample strength. I will think over the Amir’s 
advice nevertheless, for it is important. But His Highness must remember that the late 
occurrences at Kabul do not affect only the English officers and the 50 or 60 men who 
were treacherously killed. The honour of the Inglish Government is concerned, and 
so lony as the bodies of these officers and men remained unburied or uncared for in 
Kabul, I do not believe the English people will ever be satisticd. ‘They will require 
the advance of a British force, and the adequate punishment of the crime. Still the 
Amir’s advice, which [ am convinced is that of a friend, must be carefully considered, 
and [ will think over it and give an answer Jater. 

The Mustaufi then said:—We quite understand what has becn said about the 
strength of the British army. Doubtless it is sufficient, and all Afghanistan could not 
stand against it. But the Amir asked us to mention, what [ have hitherto forgotten, 
that there are in Turkestan 24 regiments of infantry, six of cavalry, and 56 guns. 
These troops were the first to show a disaffected spirit. at Mazar-i-Sharif, and putting 
aside external enemics there are Abdul Rahman and the sous of Azim Khan waiting 
their chance. Herat again is doubtful, when the troops there hear what has occurred at 
Kabul there is no saying what they may do. If Abdul Rahman ingratiates himself with 
these people Herat and ‘Turkestan will be permanently severed from the Afghan 
dominions. ‘T'his is another reason why the advance of the British force should be 
aye in order that the Amir may have time to gain over the Herat and ‘Turkestan 
Toops, 

(General Roberts replied.—All_ these reasons will have full+ consideration. The 

Iceroy’s first order was to push on at once to help the Amir, but [ am sure His High- 
ness’ advice is friendly, and that in any case he will do his utmost to co-operate with 
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the British Government. Therefore, every consideration will be given to what Hi 
Highness has desired you to say. ' 


The Mustaufi.—The Viceroy may be sure the Amir will do what he pleases. 

‘The Wazir.—When the Amir learnt from General Roberts’ letter that the Vicero 
had given General Roberts power to deal with the whole matter he was very pleased 
knowing General Roberts’ character as a soldier and his kinduess of heart. , 

General Roberts replied that he would carefully consider the proposals brought 
forward, and give an answer later on. Meanwhile he must request the Agents to stay a 
day or two in camp until he should have thoroughly weighed the Amir’s advice, which 
was of the utmost importance to both the British and Afghan Governments. 

The interview then came to an end. 





Enclosure 28 in No. 29. 
No. 11, dated Ali Khel, 25th September 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Sir Frepertcx Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 


Expeditionary Force, to A. C. Lyaut, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government 
of India, Foreign Department. 


I have the honour to forward for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-General in Council a copy, in Persian and English, of my reply to His High- 
ness the Amir’s letters of the 18th and 19th September. 


Enclosure 29 in No. 29. 
Dated Camp Ali Khel, 25th September 1879. 
From Masor-Generar Ste Frepertck Rosenrs, to His Highness the Amre or Kasut. 


Arter Compiiments.—I have received your Highness’ two Ictters of the 18th and 
19th September (1st and 2nd Shawal), delivered to me by the hands of your High- 
ness’ two confidential representatives, Mustaufi Habibulla Khan and Wazir Shah 
Muhammad. 

I am much obliged to your Highness for sending to me two such well-known men, 
and of such high character, as the Mustaufi and the Wazir. They have informed me of. 
your Highness’ wishes, and J quite understand all they have told me. 

It is unfortunate that the season is so late, and that winter will soon be here, but there 
is time yet for a British army to reach Kabul before the great cold sets in. | 

The Viceroy of India is much concerned that there should have been any delay in 
promptly acceding to your Highness’ request for assistance and advice, as conveyed 
in your Highness’ letters of the 3rd and 4th instant. 

{t was his Excellency’s earnest wish that troops should march on Kabul at once, so as 
to ensure your Highness’ personal safety, and aid your Highness in restoring peace and 
order at your capital. ; 

Unfortunately, the want of transport and the necessity for collecting a certain amount 
of supplies have caused a few wecks’ delay ; it is, however, a source of gratification and 
happiness to the Viceroy to learn that your Highness’ safety is not at present endangered, 
and his Excellency trusts your Highness will be able to keep everything quiet in your 
kingdom, until such time as British troops may reach Kabul. 

1 am glad to be able to inform your Highness that news reached me yesterday of the 
departure of a considerable force from Kandahar undcr the command of a brave and 
distinguished officer, and that a large body of troops, under command of General 
Bright, were advancing rapidly from Peshawur to Jellalabad and onwards, vid Gandamak 
to Kabul. . . 

My own force will, | hope, be in a state to march before long. As your Highness 18 
aware, the Shuturgurdan has been occupied for some days; meanwhile regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, and batteries of artillery have reached Kurram to replace those 
I am taking on with me, and to re-inforce my own column, should a necessity for more 
troups arise, a contingency [ do not in the least expect. ' 

The Viceroy of India, in his Excellency’s anxiety for your Highness’ welfare anc 
safety, issued orders that cach of the three armics now advancing on Kandahar, Kurram, 
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and the Khyber, should be strong enough to overcome any opposition your Highness’ 
enemies could possibly offer. That each is strong enough there can be no doubt. 

] understand that there is no one at Kelat-i-Ghilzai or Ghazni to stop the progress of 
the troops en route from Kandahar ; there is no reason, therefore, why they should not 
yeach Kabul in a very short time. 

The Khyber tribes, having understood and appreciated the Treaty of peace made by 
your Highness with the British Government in May last, have unanimously agreed to 
assist the troops from Peshawur in every way, and are now eager to keep the road 
through the Khyber safe, and to place all their transport animals at the disposal of the 
British Commander, who will thus be enabled to concentrate his force rapidly at Kabul. 

Through the kindness of your Highness [ have experienced much less difficulty than 
I could have expected, and I may now reasonably hope to be with your Highness at 
least as soon as either the Kandahar or Khyber column. 

I look forward with great pleasure to the meeting with your Highness, and trust that 
ou will continue your kind assistance to obtain for me supplies and transport, 

I have carefully considered your Highness’ proposal, that you yourself should be 
permitted to administer just punishment to the mutinous troops and others who shared 
in the treacherous and cruel attack on the British Envoy and his small escort, and thus 
save Her Majesty’s troops the trouble, hardship, and privation which must. necessarily be 
encountered by an advance on Kabul at this season of the year. 

I thank your Highness most cordially on the part of the Viceroy and Governnient of 
India for this further proof of your Highness’ friendly feelings. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances such an offer would be gratefully and willingly accepted; but after what 
has recently occurred, I feel sure that the great British nation would not rest satisfied 
unless a British army marched to Kabul, and there assisted your Highness to inflict 
such punishment as so terrible and dastardly an act deserves. 

I have forwarded your Highness’ letters in original to the Viceroy ; a copy of this, 
my reply, will be submitted by to-day’s post for his Excellency’s consideration. 
Meanwhile [ have permitted Mustaufi Habibulla Khan and Wazir Shah Muhammad to 
take their leave, and rejoin your Highness. 

It would be convenient, I think, to both your Highness and to me, and would mate- 
tially assist my future communication with your Highness, if one or other of the above- 
named gentlemen could remain with me. Should they see no objection to this 
arrangement, f will request one of them to stay in my camp, pending an intimation of 
your Highness’ approval. 


Enclosure 30 in No. 29. 
No. 14, dated Ali Khel, 26th September 1879. 


From Masor-Genrrat, Sm F. S. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 
Expeditionary Force, to A. C. Lyats, Esg., C.B., Secretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department. 


_Tuave the honour to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Viccroy and 
Governor-General in Council, notes of my third interview with His Highness the Amir’s 
officials, Mustaufi Habibulla Khan and Wazir Shah Muhammad Khan. They left camp 
early this morning for Kabul. 


Enclosure 31 in No. 29. 


Notes of an interview between Magor-Generar, Sir FReperick Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., 
and the Amir’s Agents, Musraure Hanmurta Kian and Wazir Suan Munammap 
Kuan, dated Ali Khel, 25th September 1879. 


Arter compliments General Roberts requested the Mustaufi to take charge of a letter 
for His Highness the Amir. In it General Roberts said be had thanked His Highness 
for sending him two such distinguished officials as those now in camp, and had informed 
the Amir that. he thoroughly understood all His Highness had charged them to say. But 
it was Impossible for him to accept the Amir’s advice in its entirety. In accordance with 
ree first request, the Viceroy had at once prepared three armies to march on 
: . The Peshawar and Kurram Forees were now nearly ready, and the Kandahar 

orce had already pushed forward. ‘Co stop the advance of these armies now was a 


ete eal 





pee 
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thing which General Roberts could not do. To begin with, the Viceroy would be mu | 
distressed if any misfortune were to happen to the Amir on account of the absence of 
British support ; and, in the second place, the British nation would never be satistied 
unless a British force advanced to Kabul and recovered the bodies of the officers and 
men so foully murdered. ‘The forces therefore must advance. In the meanwhile 
General Roberts trusted that the Amir would be able to guard himself, and maintain 
peace and security at his capital. The Mustaufi replied that the Amir had sent himself 
and his colleague to assure General Roberts of His Highness’ fidelity to the British 
‘Whatever Gencral Roberts thought best should of course be done. 


General Roberts requested the Mustaufi to assure the Amir that he had carefully 
considered His Highness’ advice. The conclusion at which he had arrived was shown in 
his letter to His Highness. Putting aside the question of an advance, the letter contained, 
he said, his thanks for the assistance of the two officials sent by His Highness, and a 
request that he might retain the services of one of them. If, however, they both pre. 
ferred to return now, General Roberts was of course willing to afford them every facility. 
But he hoped one of them, or some equally trusted official, would soon be sent to his 
camp. The Mustaufi replied that he was hard worked as Finance Minister, while his 
colleague had the foreign work, besides other departments of the administration in his 
charge, and that he feared the absence of either would cause serious inconvenience to the 
Amir. 

General Roberts said, that in that case he could not ask either of them to remain, but, 
considering the special importance of having constant and easy communication between 
the Amir and the British camp, he hoped some trusted servant would be sent without 
delay. 

The Mustaufi replied, that since his departure from Kabul he had only received one 
letter from the Amir, and was therefore ignorant of the state of affairs in Turkestan and 
Herat. If, when he reached Kabul, all was quiet, the Amir would probably come in 
person to meet General Roberts, or send his son. If not, it would be necessary to devote 
ul their energies to cnsuring the Amir’s safety. Meanwhile the Mustauii thought it 
necessary that he and his colleague should return at once, and hinted at the desirability 
of'a little delay on tne part of the force in order that they might have time to reach 
Kabul first and make any necessary arrangements. 

General Roberts said his own object was to ensure the Amir’s satety, and that His 
Highness should be told exactly beforehand when the force was likely to reach Kabul. 
His Highness would then be able to make arrangements for coming himself to the British 
camp. But in any case, to show the pcople that there was no disunion between the Amir 
and the British Government, it was especially desirable to send over a trustworthy 
official. 

General Roberts then asked the Agents when they would like to start, in order that a 
guard might be ready ; and he requested them to accept rupees 2,000 cach with rupees 
§,000 more for their servants. 

The Mustaufi and the Wazir both seemed anxious to start at once, evidently fearing 
that the British foree would enter Kabul, almost simultancously with themselves. It 
was, however, eventually arranged that they should not leave camp until the following 
morning, General Roberts being of opinion that they should not spend the night, except 
in the security of a British encampment. 

The Agents then took their leave. 

After dismissing the Amir’s officials, General Roberts received, with their assent, a son 
of Padshah Khan, who had accompanied them from Kabul. He assured General 
Roberts that his father would join the British camp on the advance of the force from 
Koushi. 


Enclosure 32 in No. 29. 


No. 16, dated Kushi, 29th September 1879. 

From Masor-Gexerar Sm Frevertck Ronerts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 
Expeditionary Force, to A. C. Lyars, Esq., ©.B., Secretary to the Government © 
India, Foreign Department. 

I uave the honour to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy and 

Governor-General in Council, the papers marginally noted, and to report that I left 


i 


fom General Sir F. Roberts to His Alt Khel on the 27th instant and arrived at) Kushi 


.) Letter a 
fae the Amir, dated 28th ee 79. yesterday. 
™) Jetter from His Highness the Amu to . * a. ‘< 3 
see: Roberts, dated 29th (28th?) Sep- 2. 1 found His Highness the Amir in Brigadier- 
tener 1879. Wali Muhammad Khan eneral Baker’s camp. Early in the morning of 
(3.) Letter from Sirdar Wali d uhamnnad Khan tl 27¢l Maio Lastmoesccemwed letter "Hi 
to theaddress of General Sir 1°, Roberts. ie n, Major liastings received a etter trom is 


(4,) Fetter containing Kabul news frnisliel by TTjohness intimating that he and some of his Sirdars 
Sirdar Wali Mahammad Khan. ae ; 2 fee ca) ro. : ; ' 

(5) Letter from Sirdar Muhammed tbraham = Were on their way to Kushi, and shortly after 
Khan to General Sir L'. Roberts. noon the Aimirs approach was announced. His 
Highness was met by Major Hastings a mile from the camp, and later by Brigadier 
General Baker, who went out with a squadron of cavalry to receive him. He was 
accompanied by his son Sirdar Muhammad Musa Khan, by Sirdar Yahya Khan, by 
Sirdar Ahmad Ali Khan, and by about 300 sowars, but was without tents or equipage 
of any kind. 200 of the sowars who had accompanied His Highness returned the same 
evening to Kabul. very endeavour has been made by Brigadier-General Baker to 
consult the Amir’s comfort, and His Highness professes himself entirely satisfied with 
the treatment accorded to him. But on his first arrival in the camp it appeared both to 
Brigadier-General Baker and to Major Hastings that he was anxious and ill at ease. 
He has now obtained tents and has requested Icave to remove from the centre of the 
camp, where Brigadier-General Baker had arranged for him to stay. 

3. This morning I paid a visit of ceremony to the Amir, and durmg the afternoon His 
Highness returned the visit. He was received with the customary honours. Nothing 
of importance passed at either interview, and I propose to defer until to-morrow any 
discussion with His Highness of the present state of affairs in Kabul, and the measures 
to be adopted for the restoration of order. I have, however, already been informed at 
the Amir’s desire that before my arrival His Highness had issued orders to meet the 
wishes of Government in two matters of some urgency, namely, the arrangements to be 
wade for facilitating the advance of the Khyber column, and the collection of supplies 
for the force under my command. With regard to the first point His Highness had, he 
says, before the receipt of any request from me, addressed the Hakim of Jellalabad and 
the Khan of Lalpura ordering that every assistance should be afforded to the troops 
alvancing from the Khyber, and the orders have now been repeated. With regard to 
he collection of supplies for this force I am informed that His Highness yesterday 
offered to place at our disposal the stores of grain and other necessaries which had been 
collected in the Khalsa villages in the neighbourhood. Some of His Highness’ officials 
Were accordingly sent out with all the transport animals available, and I hope that ample 
supplies will soon be forthcoming. 

4. The arrangements for the protection of the road between Kashi and Ali Khel are 
complete. I have decided to withdraw the troops now at Karatiga, which is not in all 
ways a suitable position, and to replace them by a mixed garrison of Jajis and Ghilzais ; 
the whole to be under the charge of Allal-ud-din Khan. [have every reason to hope that 
both this chief and his brother Padshah Khan are in carnest in their desire to preserve 
Intact our postal and telegraphic communications, and to afford us every assistance 
required on that part of the line with which they are concerned. All arrangements for 
the road between Kushi and Kabul I propose to leave to the Air, and J have been 
sven to understand by His Highness’ officials that he will gladly undertake the 
responsibility. 

». Besides His Highness the Amir and the persons who accompanied him, I expect 
%00n to mect Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan, and a number of other Sirdars, who Icft 
Kabul shortly after His Ilighness, and arrived yesterday at Zarghun Shahr about 10 
miles from here. 

Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan has a fecling of antagonism towards the Amir, and I 
‘nticipate some difficulty from the relations existing between them. I shall of course 
Tecelve with caution any information supplied by the Sirdar, or others connected with 
'm, and shall not accept without every careful examination statements to the prejudice 
of His Highness. 
me ae professes to have in his possession a letter written by the Amir to the hill 
ace ter the conclusion of the Treaty, calling upon them to join him in a Jebiid 
filet a English. Any evidence of this nature will receive due consideration 3; mean- 
aie shall make no difference in my treatment of the Amir, which will be in accordance 

| the respect due to his rank. 
Site be seen that onc of the inclosures to this Ietter is a letter to my address from 
ar Ibrahim Khan. 1 have lately heard that this Sirdar was yesterday arrested 


¥ the Governor of Kabul while attempting to leave the city; and that he is now in 
Confinement, | 


Pugs 


My. P 
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7. The news from Kabul is conflicting, and I am unable to ascertain with 
the movements of the revolted troops and the number of the armed me 
city. But all is reported quiet, and I am generally assured that there i 
of ee I propose to march from Kushi on the 2nd of October an 
on the 5th. 


any accuracy 
N now in the 


S NO prospect 
d reach Kabul 


Enclosure 33 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Copy of a Letter from Grnerat Rorerts to Amir Munaman Yaxun 
Kuan, without date (28th September 1879 ?). 


Arter Comptiments.—Information has reached me that the troops whi I 
lency the Viceroy of India had ordered to march from Peshawur aa a ce 
started. I therefore request your Highness to issue orders to your Highness’ officer 
and subjects to the effect that they should, as far as lies in their power, facilitate the 
passage of the British troops which will march through the Khyber Pass to Jellalabad 
and onward. It is necessary that your Highness should prohibit (them from making) 
any kind of opposition. It also should be fully explained that the above-mentioned 
troops are going to assist your Highness and to consolidate your Highness’ Government 
otherwise it is probable that the stupid and ignorant people may make up their minds to 
offer opposition. 

Be pleased to inform me aiways of your welfare. 


Enclosure 34 in No. 29. 


Letter from the Amtr to Generar Rosenrts, dated 11th Shawal 1296 A.H.=(28th 
September 1879). 


Arter Compriments.—Your friendly letter has reached me just at this moment, 8 p.m. 
Monday the 11th Shawal (28th September) and opened the doors of joy and happiness 
on the face of my heart marked with affection. I feel perfectly certain and confident 
that the movements of Her Imperial Majesty’s victorious troops are merely for the 
purpose of consolidating the foundation of my kingdom and strengthening the basis of 
my Government. 

In truth the sympathy of friends with friends is fitting and proper, and the indulgence 
and kindness of a great Government to a sincere and faithful friend is agreeable and 
pleasing. I am exceedingly gratified with, and thankful to, the representatives of the 
illustrious British Government for their expression of sympathy, and their support of my 
cause. Your friendly and wise suggestion that none of the ignorant tribes of Afghanistan 
should oppose the British troops, so that the officers of the British Government should 
be the better able to support and protect me, is very acceptable and reasonable. Before 
Ireceived your letter I had sent orders repeatedly to the Governors of Jellalabad and 
Lalpura not to let any one oppose or resist the British troops, and stringent orders have 
again been issued to the Governor of Jellalabad to use his utmost endeavours and efforts 
in this respect. The order in question to the address of the Governor of Jellalabad will 
be shown to you to-morrow, and sent by an express courier. 

Usual ending. 


Enclosure 35 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Letter trom Smpoar Wart Munammap Kuan and 11 other Strnars to 
Genera Ronerrs, without date. 


Arter Comvriments.—-Be it known to you that on I’riday last the Amir Muhammad 
Yakub Khan went out under the pretext of walking in, and secing, the garden of Hissar 
(Bala Hissar ?) and from thence he hastened towards the British camp at the time of 
sun-set prayer. As we were not aware of the fact we were all perplexed as to where he 
had gone, and so the whole family being at one with me, we all set out towards you, and 
are awaiting your orders as to when we may have the honour of meeting you. 

To-day Sunday the 10th* (Shawal) we are halting at the village of Zarghun 

Shahr, and are anxious to know where we may have a joyous 


* 27th September. interview with you. 
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Enclosure 36 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Letter from Strpar Warr Munamman Kuan, to Munamman Hayat 
Kuan, C.S.1., dated 6th Shawal H. 1296=(23rd September 1879). 


Arter Compniments.—Should you wish to know how Iam, thank God I am all 
ight. 

: rhage just heard that you have arrived at Ali Khel in company with General Roberts. 
[ therefore write to ask you to let me know how you are, and that if I can do any 
service for you I will perform it with pleasure. 

Rest assured in every respect about these parts. All the tribes about Kabul are 
quiet—a fact which you will learn from my report (Memorandum). The bearer of your 
letter gave me an account of the kindness you have shown to him. It has pleased me 
greatly; and I hope that in future you will also be as kind. | 

Thank God, all is well here. 





Enclosure 37 in No. 29. (Extract.) 


Memorandum of Strpar Watt Musammap Kuan, enclosed in a letter from him herewith 
sent in original. 


When the Herat troops were one march from Kabul, they were instructed to raise 
acry on arrival at the capital that they would wage a religious war, and that they would 
not allow the English officers to remain in the town. In accordance with these 
instructions they raised cries in the city on their arrival there. They quarrelled with the 
servants of Major Cavagnari in the streets of thc town on one or two occasions. I 
reported this to the Major, and he remarked in reply that it was the habit of a rabid dog 
to bite, be the person bit however innocent, and that no one could touch his hair. The 
Sirdar Bahadur (Gholam Nakshband Khan?) is aware of this. After that, these six 
Herat regiments left on account of the sickness (cholera), and went to their homes, and 
none of them have as yet rcturned. 

On Wednesday, the 15th of Ramazan (3rd September), three of these six regiments 
asked for their pay. They were offered one month’s wages, but they refused to take 
the money, and said that they would take nothing short of three months’ salary. The 
Amir told them that they did not perform any service or any religious act, or protect the 
honour of their country, and so were not entitled to three months’ wages. On learning 
this they broke out and proceeded towards the residence of Major Cavagnari, saying 
that they would now engage in a religious conflict. Daud Shah came out to prevent 
them from their design, but was not successful in his attempts. He was insulted, and 
was wounded in three or four places. At this juncture, Saif-ud-din Khan (a General) 
presented himself before the Amir and remarked, that if His Highness gave permission 
he would aid and save Major Cavagnari. But he was rebuked, and was dismissed from 
service with the remark that he had no concern in the matter. He is now out of his 
office of General. 

The troops and the people of Turkestan raised a disturbance against General 
Gholam Hyder Khan, Wardak, and plundered the bazaar, the Serai, and the shops, and 
fed with their families towards Khulm and Sarbagh. The six regiments sent from 
Kabul to retain them in ‘Turkestan have arrived at Khulm, but these Turkestan 
regiments are still there. Saripul and Maimena were occupied by Mir Muhammad 
Khan of Saripul ; and Shubarghan was taken possession of by the son of Mir Hakim 
Khan. Turkestan is without a chicf, Gholam Hyder Khan has also come to Khulm. 

The Kabuli troops at Herat raised a disturbance as they were disheartened, and their 
heing in arrears of pay was made an excuse for their rising. They killed General Fakir 
Ahmed Khan, their chicf, and deserted, or are deserting the town. 

he greater portion of the three regiments (of the six) who had attacked Major 
ene, and were deputed to Kohistan after being paid three months’ wages, have 
eserted, 

The cavalry regiments of Kabul have gone tb their homes, and it is only possible 
lo re-collect them in two months. 

ikewise the men of the infantry regiments and artillery men at Kabul have also gone 
‘0 their homes, and there arc not. 1,000 soldiers in the lines. 
lhe three regiments which had gone to Ghazni to collect revenue deserted to their 
lomes when they heard of the massacre of the British Embassy at Kabul. 
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The people of Afghanistan who used to pay revenue to the Amir refuse to make an 
payments to the collectors, and are hopeful of the favours of the British Government 

About 2,000 Kharwars (a Kabul Kharwar—143 maunds English) of grain belonging to 
the Amir are lying in Logar. The Amir’s people intend to take it away. It would be well 
for the British troops to hasten their advance to Kushi to take possession of the grain 

If the British troops desire to delay their advance (to Kabul) it would at any rate be 
better to come to Kushi and there halt. There will be many advantages in at once 
marching to Kushi. 

It would be well if Mullah Shah Muhammad Khan and Mirza Habibulla, Mustauf 
come (to Kabul) with the British camp. But if they are given congé from Kushi the 
British authorities may do so. 


Enclosure 38 in No. 29. 


Translation of a Letter from Sirpar Muttammap Isrania Kuan to Grnrrat Ronrts, 
without date. 


Arrer Coupiments.—Be it known to you that about five ycars ago, I had friendship, 
with the British Government through Nawab Ata Muhammad Khan and Munshi 
Bakhtiar Khan, for which my father the late Amir threw me into prison at Kabul and 
sent me to Turkestan. On his death I returned to Kabul to do service to the (British) 
Government. But by the decree of God [ fell ill. The friendly sentiments I enter- 
tained for the late Sir L. Cavagnayi and the verbal representations which I had made to 
him out of my fidelity to the British Government are known to Gholam Naksbband 
Khan Sirdar Bahadur who inay have conveyed them to you. Ag the decrees of God 


chad passed, no remedy was of any avail. I hope you will consider me your well-wisher. 


Lam waiting for an answer, and any orders that may be sent to me I shall endeavour to 
curry out in the service of the British Government. 





No. 30. 
Telegram from Viceroy, L0th October 1879, to Sscrerany or Stare. 


lollowing information just received from General Roberts, dated 8th instant, outside 
Kabul. :— Hearing that the troops returned from Kohistan had entrenched themselves on 
w high hill behind Bala Hissar overlooking city, he sent General Massey, with cight 
squadrons of cavalry, round by north of city to watch roads leading to Bamian and 
Kohistan, cutting off cnemy’s retreat. Simultancously, General Baker, with strong 
foree, was instructed to attack the enemy from the high ground above Bala Hissar, 
At sunsct Massey had reached Aliabad on Bamian road, and found in the Sherpur 
cantonment, which was deserted, 78 guns, including 17 Armstrongs. At the same hour 
Baker was about to attack enemy’s position. 





No. 20a. 
}'rom Viceroy, 12th October 1879, to SecRETARY OF STATE. 


Fontowre from Roberts, outside Kabul, 10th October :—Gencral Baker was unable 
to deliver his attack on evening of 8th on account of darkness; before daylight yesterday 
General Macpherson joined him with 67th Moot, 28th Native Infantry, and four horse 
wutillery guns on clephants ; enemy, however, fled during the night, leaving on their 
very strong positiou 12 guns, 6 ficld and 6 mountain; cavalry pursued for several miles 
in two detachments under General Masscy and Hugh Gongh, but the enemy had so 
completely dispersed that they only overtook a few small parties; we have now in our 
possession 110 guns, there are some 30 more in the Bala Hissar, and a few I hear in the 
city. Our camp is pitched on the Sia Sang ridge, immediately overlooking and within 
1,300 yards of the Bala Ifissar and cfty. I] shall make public entry into and take 
possession of Bala Hissar to-morrow or next day ; the troops have worked splendidly, 
for several days we have been without tents, and rations have had to be carried for want 
of transports; two wounded men of 72nd and one Sapper have died, remainder of 
wounded doing well. 
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Telegram from Srcretary or Strate, 14th October 1879, to Viceroy. 


[ mosr heartily congratulate you upon the success of operations against Kabul. 
Please telegraph to General Roberts my congratulations on the rapidity and skill with 
which he has led his forces and my appreciation of the courage and succcss with which 
they have achieved their objects. 





No, 32. 
No. 219 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To The Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India, 


My Lorn, Simla, October 16, 1879. 

Wz have the honour to submit a summary of the intelligence received during the 
past week regarding the state of affairs in Afghanistan and the progress of our military 
operations in that country. 

2. General Roberts’ telegram, despatched on the evening of the 6th October, report- 
ing very briefly his successful engagement with the enemy on the heights between Kabul 
and Charasiah, formed a postscript to our last despatch. From other accounts it appears 
that the Afghan regiments and the armed bands of the city held in large numbers a 
very strong position on the heights above Charasiah, which they defended with tenacity 
and with some military skill; while the tribal levies, principally Ghilzais from about 
Tezin and Hazarah, showed in force along the hills upon eneral Roberts’ flank, 
watching an opportunity to embarrass his advance, and threatening the large convoy 
that was following under General Macpherson. It is now known that the plans for 
arresting the advance of our troops upon Kabul had been carefully laid, and that the 
Ghilzais had been instructed to act against the flanks and rear of our column, while the 
regular troops and the Kabul people undertook to bar its passage across the hills in 
front. The information received by General Roberts decided him to attack at once the 
force on the heights, since delay would have given the enemy time to bring up reinforce 
ments from the city, and to fortify a position that was sufficiently formidable by nature. 
Moreover, there was good reason for suspecting an understanding and correspondence 
between the leaders of the resistance in Kabul and the Afghans who were accompanying 
General Roberts’ camp. The attack was opened by a turning movement against the 
right of the cnemy’s position, which was executed resolutely and skilfully under a 
sharp fire. The Afghans fought well, but were beaten back ; and when the front attack 
was delivered, their main body was driven with great loss from the ridge. They con- 
tmucd, however, to contest every point at which the ground favoured a stand, nor was 
it until dark that the heights were cleared, and the whole position uccunied by the 
British troops. Twenty guns were taken in this action; and it scems certain, from 
subsequent information, that the regular troops opposed to us were effectively routed, 
while the tribes who were assembling to co-operate with them are said to have returned 
to their homes. 

3. On the 7th the advanced portion of General Roberts’ force was within two miles of 
the city of Kabul, and the Bala Hissar was found to have been evacuated by the Afghan 
troops; but three mutinous regiments from Kohistan were reported to have returned to 
the Sherpur cantonment, on the west side of the city. General Roberts, hearing that 
these troops were entrenching themselves on a high hill beyond the Bala Hissar, and 
Immediately overlooking the city, detached on the 8th October Brigadier-General Massey 
with eight squadrons of cavalry to watch the roads leading from the north side of the 
city to Bamian and Kohistan, in order to cut off the line of retreat. At the same time 

‘igadier-General Baker, with a force consisting of six companies 92nd Highlanders, 
two companics 72nd Highlanders, a wing of the 67th Regiment, two companies 5th 
Goorkhas, 23rd Pioneers, four mountain guns, and two Gatlings, prepared to attack the 
Position on the hill. By sunset on the 8th General Massy had arrived at Aliabad, on 
the Bamian road, having found the Sherpur cantonment deserted, and having taken 
Possession of 78 guns, found in it. Gencral Baker was prevented by nightfall from 
opens his attack on the evening of the 8th ; he was joined before daylight on the 9th by 
patel Macpherson with additional troops, but during the night the enemy cvacuaiced 

“Ww position, and took to flight, leaving 12 guns behind them. ‘Phe cavalry in two detach- 
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ments, under Generals Massey and Hugh Gough, were sent in pursuit, but the Af, h 

y U ghan 
troops had so completely dispersed that only a tew small parties were overtaken 
General Roberts’ camp was on the 10th October pitched on the Siah Sang ridge imme. 
diately overlooking the Bala Hissar and the city. He visited the Bala Hissar on the 
11th, and made his public entry on the 12th, accompanied by the Amir. The whole of 
the heavy guns and howitzers presented by the British Government to the Amir have 
been captured, with sufficient ammunition for present purposes; so that General 
Roberts has been able to send back to Peshawur the heavy battery which was coming 
up with the Khyber column. ° 

4, Brigadier-General Gordon telegraphs that his camp at Ali Khel was attacked on 
the morning of the 14th by the Mangals and some sections of other tribes from Spega 
and the neighbourhood. He reports that they came on very boldly, but were well met b 
the 29th and 8th Regiments; and that a counter-attack was delivered by his cavalry 
und infantry with complete success; that the assailants left many dead, while our 
casualties were five men slightly wounded. 

5. The advanced portion of the force moving by the Khyber Pass reached Barikab on 
the 10th October, and General Gough has now occupied Jellalabad. Supplies were 
coming in slowly, and the Afghan officials showed little readiness to assist, having pro- 
bably received secret encouragements to retard, if possible, the advance of our troops, 
but the country is generally quiet. 

6. From Kandahar General Stewart reports that General Hughes’ brigade had halted 
14 miles in advance of Kelat-i-Ghilzai, as the country beyond could furnish no supplies, 
The Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai, Muhammad Tahir Khan, had no real authority in his 
district, and the fort is now in the possession of the British toops. Sirdar Muhammad 
Yusaf Khan, the governor of Zamindawar, had come to Kandahar; his unpopularity 
and his want of troops to support his authority had much embarrassed his administration, 
insomuch that Sir Donald Stewart doubted whether he could continue to maintain him- 
self in his government. It appeared to us essential, on political as well as on military 
vrounds, that in the present juncture of affairs at Kabul the local government at 
Kandahar should be encouraged and supported in preserving order in the adjacent 
districts, and that those districts which had been formerly administered from Kandahar 
should be brought within the sphere of our influence and protection whenever this might 
be necessary to prevent disorganisation. We have accordingly instructed General Stewart 
that he has full discretion to make any requisite arrangements for preserving tranquillity 
and for administering Zamindawar from Kandahar ; that Muhammad Yusaf, if he proves 
incapable, need not return to his government; and that the necessary measures may, 
under existing circumstances, be taken without previously consulting the Amir. The 
latest news received at Kandahar from Herat was dated 27th September, on which 
date Sirdar Ayub Khan wrote to Sirdar Sher Ali Khan, Governor of Kandahar, that all 
was well, but that he was perplexed at the news of the Kabul outbreak. 

7. There is no further news of importance from the other outlying provinces of 
Afghanistan. 

8. We forward, for your Lordship’s information, some further depositions [taken by 
the Commissioner of Peshawur] of servants of the Kabui Embassy, who escaped from 
the massacre, and of others who were present in the Bala Hissar when the outbreak 
took place. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed ) LYTTON 
I, P. HAINES. 
A, J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
i. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A, R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure t in No. 32. 


Tins morning Major Hastings and Nawab Ghulam Hassan Khan with Kazi 
Muhammad Aslam, under orders from Major-General Sir Irederick Roberts V.C., 
K.C.B., went to see the Amir, The following is the pith of the Amir’s advice and 
conversation i-— 


ran 


(1.) In my opinion the best thing is to occupy the hill commanding the Pass which 
leads to Kabul. ‘The mutinous troops have lately occupied that hill, and if they were 
allowed to keep it in their possession for the night they are sure to fortify it, and it will 
he rather difficult to dislodge them from there to-morrow. 

(2.) I have received a verbal message from Kabul to the effect that the mutinous 
regiments have plundered the magazine. My mother and wife have left the Bala Hissar 
and gone to the house of Sirdar Yahya Khan ; and that the other members of my family 
will soon follow them. The Bala Hissar is actually out of my possession. I have 
received no information to this effect from Nazar Muhammad Khan, Governor of Kabul, 
or from any other officer. But any trustworthy news which I may receive from Kabul 
atnight will at once be communicated to the General through Major Hastings. 

(3.) Ihave been and am sti!l the true friend of the English, and so long as I live I 
will remain a staunch ally of the British Government. 

(4.) On account of my coming to the British Camp, all people call me an infidel 
(Kafir), and my private servants desert ine every day. No one will obey my order or 
consider me the Amir. 

Notz.—The Amir appeared in a very unsettled and troubled state of mind. 

(Signed) E. G. Hasttnes, Major, 

Charasiah, the 6th October 1879. Political Officer. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 32. 
Telegram, dated 11th October 1879. 
From Generat Roserts, Camp through Shuturgurdan, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Kasur, 7th October.—Advance portion of my force is now within two miles of city 
and Bala Hissar. The latter which has been evacuated by Afghan troops will be 
occupied by some of this force to-morrow, a1 camp for the remainder being pitched on 
the ridge of hills to the east of city known as Siah Sang. The three mutinous regiments 
which went towards Kohistan are reported to have returned to-day and to be at Sherpur 
with the remainder of the Amir’s army about four miles from this on the other side of 
the city. Ishall look them up to-morrow or next day. Want of transport necessitates 
my halting here, as it is desirable to collect my force before taking final steps to occupy 
city, and rear troops cannot join me until to-morrow. 

_ Tam glad to report that 20 guns were captured in yesterday’s fight, not 12 as stated 
in my last telegram. One of them is an English made iron 8-inch howitzer; most of the 
others are imitation Armstrong guns. 

Tam opening communications with Khyber line, and hope to arrange in few days for 
letters and telegrams being sent by that route. All well. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 32. 
Telegram, dated 10th October 1879. (JExtract.) 
Vrom Generar Roserts, Camp, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 

Outside Kabul, 8th October.—General Macpherson rejoined me this evening with 
stores and reserve ammunition, As I am informed three regiments from Ghazni are 
trying to jom force opposed to Baker, and as several people from the city have 
already joined that force, I am sending Macpherson with wing 67th, 6th Goorkhas, two 
Mountain guns, four horse artillery guns on elephants, and 27th N. I. to be with Baker 
by daybreak to-morrow. If our cavalry succeed in intercepting the Afghan trecps, I 
don't think they will be able to make another stand. Ghilzais from ‘Vez, Hissarak 
and that neighbourhood assembled in large numbers to join the force opposed to us on 
6th instant, but arrived too late. Some returned to their homes, but a good many are 
still waiting to sce result of this fresh stand made by the Afghan troops. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 32. 
Telegram, dated 10th October 1879. 
From Generat. Gornon, Ali Khel, to Foretan Secretary, Simla. 


ALL quiet so far, though tribes are reported uncasy, specially in Spega Machaigo 
Posts. All on the alert. 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 32. 
Telegram, dated 13th October 1879. 
Mia r > wv Pprace . + 4 asian ae ‘ t . 
Irom Generar Roserrs, Kabul, through Shuturgurdan, to Forsien SECRETARY, Simla, 


Ovrsipr Kabul, 11th October.—All accounts agree that troops have been completely 
routed. Ghilzais, Kohistanis, Logaris, and other tribes, who were: assembling to fight 
against us, have returned to their homes. I hope there will be no great difficulty about 
supplics. [Che Sherpur Cantonment will furnish enough firewood for several months 
should it not be practicable to bring in a store from the hills before winter sets in. It 
is nevertheless very desirable that, communication should be opened vid Gandaimak and 
Jellalabad as soon as possible. Only two days’ ram isin hand. Letters take 10 and 12 
days from Simla by Ali Khel and Shuturgurdan. ‘They should come in half that time 
by Peshawur. The heavy battery coming up with Khyber Column might return to 
India. I shall not require it. The heavy guns and howitzers presented by the British 
Government to the Amir are complete, and there is sufficient ammunition for present 
purposes. : 

I visit Bala Hissar to-day, and make public entry to-morrow. Kazalbashis and 


most of the influential men of the city have come to camp and paid thcir respects to me. 
All well. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 32 (Extract). 
Telegram, dated 18th October 1879. 
From Grnerat Roserts, Kabul, through Shuturgurdan, to Foreten Secretary, Simla. 


Outsipe Kabul, 12th October.—After carefully considering the position and _infor- 
mation received from various people, and after giving due weight to facts and circum. 
stances which have come under my own notice, I have decided that it is necessary to 
place Mustaufi, the Wazir, Yahya Khan, and his brother Zacharia Khan, under restraint, 
and that Military Governor must be appointed over city of Kabul. 

Entry will be as public and impressive as possible. British troops will linc road from 
camp to Bala Hissar; royal salute will be fired by horse artillery battery as Amir and 
I enter gateway. British standard will be hoisted over main gate. 67th Foot and 5th 
Goorkhas will occupy Bala Hissar and hill on which it is situated. Result will be 
telegraphed to-morrow, and full report of proceedings submitted by post, with copy of 
proclamation. 

Country is fairly quiet. Proceedings of to-day will necessarily cause certain amount 
of excitement, but I don’t anticipate trouble or great opposition, The Kazalbashis have 
paid their respects to me in camp, and expressed themselves well-wishers to the British. 
{ have reccived friendly letters from several influential Kohistanis, Asmatulla Khan 
has written to say he will be here in few days. 


Enclosure 7 in No, 32. 
Telegram, dated 14th October 14879. 
From Brrcapier-Generat Gorvon, Ali Khel, to Fonrran Secretary, Simla. 


Camp attacked at daybreak by large numbers of Mangals, Spegwals, Hassan, and 
Ahmed Khels. Attack very boldly made, but well met by 29th and sth. Counter- 
attack delivered by cavalry detail and infantry with complete success; Icft many dead 
in our hands. ‘Twenty-three bodies brought in; more expected. Our casualties, five 
slightly wounded. _T’urther particulars will follow. Our attacking parties are returning 
to camp unmolested. 


Iinclosure 8 in No, 32. 
‘Nelegram, dated 9th October 1879. (Extract.) 
From Sin Doxatp Stewart, Kandahar, to Forrian Secretary, Simla, 


I nave exchanged visits with Sirdar Muhammad Yusaf Khan, and reccived several 
Maliks of Gamindawar, four of whom objected to Muhammad Yusaf Khan as Governor, 
because, they said, he had oppressed them. J advised Muhammad Yusat Khan to 
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return to Zamindawar and try to govern without giving his people just ground for 
complaint, and shall recommend the Maliks to obey him. 

Governor of Herat has advised Sirdar Muhammad Yusaf Khan that troops for 
Jamindawar cannot at present be spared from Herat. Without aid of his troops [ 
doubt whether Muhammad Yusaf Khan can carry on the Government of Zamindawar, 
as he is much disliked by the people generally. Amir has been informed by wire 
through Roberts of state of affairs in Zamindawar and his instructions regarding Sirdar 
Muhammad Yusaf Khan, requested. 

Sirdar Sher Ali Khan states no mails from Kebul have arrived here during past 

week. 
Latest news from Herat, 27th September, on which date Sirdar Ayub Khan writes to 
Sirdar Sher Ali Khan that all goes well in Herat, but he is perplexed at news of Kabul 
massacre. ‘Travellers state Kandahar—Herat road between Washir and Kushk-i-Nakhud 
ig unsafe for small parties. 

At Kandahar, country quiet. Supplies coming in freely. 





Enclosure 9 in No. 32, 
Telegram dated 10th October 1879. 
From Foreien Secrerary, Simla, to Genera, Srewarr, Kandahar. 


Your telegram, 9th. If Muhammad Yusaf Khan cannot carry on government of 
Zamindawar, you are authorised to make necessary arrangements for preserving order 
aud administering country from Kandahar, and Yusaf need not return. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 32. 
Telegram dated 9th October 1879. 
From Mr. Ronatp Tompson, Teheran, to Viceroy, Simla. 


From the Herat correspondent’s letter, dated September 16th :—Nothing appears to 
have been then known in Herat of the Kabul outbreak. When the Kabul Regiments 
mutinied in Herat, Ayub Khan, it is stated, had been in total ignorance of what was 
going on, and he endeavoured to quell the revolt, but only arrived on the spot when 
ee lakir Ahmed had been killed and his house had been pillaged and razed to the 
ground, 


Enclosure 11 in No, 32. 
Cross-examination of Russut, 7 Company, Corps of Guides, taken 18th September 1879. 
[Original statement taken at Lundikotal, dated 16th September 1879.] 


THE regiments drawn up below the Bala Hissar had no arms at first; the Sikh 
Sowars of the Guides did not fire first on the Amir’s riotous soldiery, nor do I know of 
any syces having been stoned to death. The rioters rushed up and secured some nine 
vessels from the Mussulman members of the escort, these were lying out. ‘The Sowars 
when they took shelter inside B had not fired a shot. After four shots had been fired by 
the Amir’s regimeits, one was fired by Sir L. Vavagnari; the messenger sent by our 
‘voy to the Amir never came back witha reply ; to the best of my belief our fire 
killed about 300 of the enemy. The guns were dragged up and fired at the Embassy by 
Infantry soldiers, no artillerymen were present ;_ the firing was bad, although the distance 
was but 100 paces. Dost’ Muhammad was a Kakar, and his mother a Yusufzai woman: 
as he lived close to the Bala Hissar he and 1 became acquainted with one another: the 
talib who accompanied me from Kabul is named Daman, and his home is in Lughman. 

Was on the top of roof F when Dost Muhammad saved me. The Amir’s soldiers had 
dark “cloth” (banati) clothing. Of the sowars who went out with the grass-cutters, I 
aoe four had been killed near Sar-asia by troopers of the Amit’s. The bodies of our 
; an killed were not mutilated. | did not sec Sir L. wounded : imagine he never left 
fe and it fellon him. The city people joined in the attack. J saw two Hindus 

rom our fire, Sar-asia is a cluster of villages about 3 to 4 kos from Kabul. The 
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people of Kabul did not like the arrival of the Embassy, but the Amir is greatly dis. 
tressed at what has occurred ; he was helpless to give aid, as the soldiers threatened to 
kill him if he interfered, and wounded his General when he came out with his koran : 
they stoned another General. The Amir will not oppose our advance, but his soldiers 
might. 


Enclosure 12 in No, 32. 


STaTEMENT of AnpvuLa, son of Asput Masi, Resident of Kars, dated 22nd September 


1879. 


I, Mahammad Omar, and Amad are servants of the Sultan of Turkey, and were 
taken prisoners with 400 other followers of Osman Pasha by the Russians at the taking 
of Kars. We were taken to Tobolsk and fled to Kizil-Yar, from thence to Hazrat Sultan, 
then to Nuri-ata, and ultimately reached Bokhara, and presented ourselves before the 
Emir who gave us five tillahs. We then came to Balkh by Keshi, asked for help which 
he denied us; we then came to Tashkurgan, and the ruler of that place would not help 
us; we then started for Kabul, and arrived there on the 15th day of Ramazan, and two 
days after went with a petition to the Amir; he ordered us to present ourselves the 
next day. We left the Durbar at 11 a.m., a great many soldiers had come to the Amit’s 
quarters and demanded pay from him; the Peshkhidmats said they would receive it 
after two or three days, the soldiers said they must have it then. The officers who 
came with the soldiers ordered them to kill the Amir, who hid himself. ‘The rioters 
then went at the Embassy; the defenders closed the gate and guns were fired from 
both sides. I saw these as I was standing on a mound outside the Bala Hissar; about 
400 of the mutineers were killed and 100 wounded. They then fired the Embassy, and 
all inside were burnt, only three that were outside managed to escape, and were 
captured afterwards. The rioters then plundered the treasury, and told the Amir they 
would give him three days’ grace, and if their pay was not forthcoming they would 
kill him; after this period they got their three months’ pay and three months’ 
rations. They then went towards Kurram. I am unable to say whether this attack 
was made with the instigation of the Amir or not. We remained five or six days more 
in Kabul, asked for help which was not given, and we then came this way, and wish to 
return to our country, but have not the means of getting there. We came by Jella- 
labad. On our arrival there some one informed the Governor that we were English- 
men; we were secured and afterwards released, and the Hakim gave us rupees six. We 
got on to a raft, came down the river to Michni and then Peshawur. I saw no troops 
on the way, nor did anyone mention that they were coming from Kabul to Jellalabad. 


Nore. 


The informants have been forwarded to Bombay to the Turkish Consul. It has been 
often said that the Amir was threatened openly by the troops, that they made first for 
the Amir’s palace, but were turned by the guard, and I suspect that there is truth in this. 

(Signed) W. G. Warerriztp, Lieutenant-Coionel, 
Commissioner. 





Enclosure 13 in No. 32. 


Statement of Hosetn, of Hoti Murdan, Syce of the late Lieutenant Hamiron, V.C., 
Guides Corps, 23rd September 1879. 


On the day of the attack [ went out carly in the morning to get grass. Lieutenant 
Hamilton and Dr. Kelly also went out about the same time with us for their morning 
ride. Duffadar Tuttah Muhammad Khan and two sowars of the Guides and four 
sowars of the Amir were with us as guard. About 8 or 9a.m., while we were cutting 
grass about two kos distant from the Bala Hissar, we heard shots being fired. 

The mounted escort rode about to find out and galloped off across the meadows. 
Shortly after the villagers of a village turned out armed and attacked us. We mounted our 
tats and galloped off towards the Bala Hissar. [ive or six mounted men rode after us; 
but when I said I was a Mussulman, they did not kill me at the orders of their captain, 
but plundered me, took away the pony [ rode which belonged to Mr. Hamilton. Three 
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cavalry regiments of the Amir were encamped upon the grass plain called the “Chaman,” 
it has no other name, below the Bala Hissar, and they mounted about this time. 

Some of them were the men who robbcd me of my pony and clothes; they told mc 
Cavagnari Sahib had been killed. ‘Then they took me to a village some two kos distant 
from the Bala Hissar, called Sak, and there « captain in the cavalry, called Muhammad 
Hassan, brother of Muhammad Afzal, who now has Mr. Hamilton’s pony in his posses- 
sion, kept me concealed for three days. He had saved my life when the sowars plundered 
me. He concealed me because the people would have killed me. The fourth day 
I went to Kabul, to the Murad khani mohulla (which is the Shiah quarter, and not on 
good terms with the rest of the Kabul city, which is Sunni), where I had heard Futtah 
Muhammad, Duffadar, had found refuge with the relations of Gul Badshah and 
Muhammad Sherif Khan, native officers in the Guides. I am a Shiah myself, originally 
from Kabul. There J heard from men who had been in the attack that the three regi- 
ments (Ist, 2nd, and 3rd Grenadiers?) “ Grandilaw-wal” “‘doyam” and ‘ Grandi 
Soyam,” which, drawn up for their pay on the Chaman, below the Bala Hissar, broke 
and attacked their general, Daud Shah, who had abused them for not taking one 
month’s pay. They attacked the Residency with stones, plundered the treasury and 
arsenal, and fired on the Residency. I saw Ghulam Nabi, orderly to Sir Louis 
Cavagnari, who was beside him, and he said that Sir Louis had been shot in the forehead 
while on the roof early in the morning. Immediately afterwards, Ghulam Nabi says, 
Sir Louis wrote a note to the Amir, and gave it to him to take to the Amir. Ghulam 
Nabi went off to the Amir, through the postern gate at the back of Residency, with the 
letter ; the Amir told him verbally, “ What can I do ?” and sent a high Sirdar to remon- 
strate, but it was no use. Ghulam Nabi, who is now in Kabul with his relations in the 
Murad khani quarter, still has Sir Louis’ note to the Amir, and something written by 
the Amir. Tuttah Muhammad told me Taimur had escaped about 11 a.m., and had 
gone to Peshawur. J was told Lieutenant Hamilton and Mr. Jenkyns charged two or 
three times, sword in hand, and were then shot there. Dr. Kelly lay dead in the 
Residency ; also Sir Louis lay there, but his corpse was never found. Those of 
Lieutenant Hamilton and Mr. Jenkyns and Dr. Kelly were recognised and buricd. I 
don’t know where. People said the Amir had privately buried them. I left Kabul 10 or 
12 days ago, dressed as a fakir. Ghulam Nabi gave me the striped blanket I have. He 
and Tuttah Muhammad are the only survivors of the escort I know of. The three 
regiments that attacked the Residency left for Istalif in the Kohi Daman, where there is 
treasure. J did not see them leave, but their baggage had gone. The Amir was in the 
Bala Hissar, and had sent regiments towards Kelat-i-Ghilzai and Kandahar. 

None were coming this way. The country is quiet at Jellalabad, I don’t know 
what became of Russul sepoy. I saw Lieutenant Hamilton’s horse ‘‘ Mushki” tied up 
in a meadow in front of where the mutinous regiments were encamped; also another 
horse helonging to a sowar. I was about five days in Kabul. 1 was told that the regi- 
ments first went to the Amir’s residence, but he escaped into his harem. The Amir 
sent the regiments towards Kandahar, &c., or clse dismissed them to their homes before 
this attack. . 

_ [know nothing about movements of troops after it. All the Chandol quarter arms 
itself at night, and sentries are posted all round. They are afraid of being attacked by 
the Sunnis. The city is quiet. 





Note. 

The informant says that’ it was about an hour after the firing began in the Bala 
Hissar that the cavalry mounted and came down upon them. Informant did not know 
of Russul’s safety. The departure of the three mutinous “orderly ” or household 
Tegiments is confirmed. 

I believe this statement to be trustworthy. 

(Signed) W. G. Warerrictp, Licut.-Colonel, 
Commissioner. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 32. 
Statement of Annun Ravi, of Pujjuggi, Peshawur, dated 23rd September 1879. 


My brother, Gul Muhammad, was Duffadar in the Guides escort at the Residency. 
was there with him. On the day of the attack I had gone to the bazaar in the 
morning, Two regiments were on the way to parade to receive their pay from Daud 
‘hah. Bands were playing, and people looking on. 
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1 met the regiments, and turned back to see the sight of the parade. 
to one month’s pay, and commenced to throw stones at Daud Shah, and hit him and 
with bayonets wounded him in the right side. I was looking on. They were not 
armed otherwise. The members of the Mission were looking on from their high house 
One regiment then suddenly went. off for their arms, and the other regiment fetched the 
guns. ‘They fired on the Residency, and would not be stopped. About 2 p.m. Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton charged out of the gateway, sword in hand, at the guns. He cut over 
two men, when a number fired at once, and shot him with some Guide sepoys who were 
with him, and cut them to pieces. The Afghans then ran in and commenced to 
plunder; others set fire to the building, and threw powder bags into the Residency. 
About 2 p.m. Sir L. Cavagnari, then on the roof, was shot. in the right eye. I heard he 
had sent a note to the Amir by a Kizzilbash of the Chandol quarter. 

By this time the Residency fell in, and many were buried in the ruins and others 
killed in the “‘ hammam,” near the Residency. A  sowar of the Guides rushed out at 
the end, crying he was a Syud, and was spared. Don’t know his name. 
Kabul. 

Two Sahibs were lying dead in the courtyard, and were cut to pieces. Sir L, 
Cavagnari’s corpse was not found. 1 remained a week in Kabul in a mosque, hiding. 
The day after this the Amir and Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan went to Shahr-i-naw, 
where the mutinous regiments were camped. He told them they had done badly, and 
ruined him. They replied, they wished for a religious war, disliked Daud Shah, and 
begged Muhammad Jan Topchi Bashi to be made general; also Wali Muhammad 
Khan to be made commander-in-chief. This was done. On the 5th day the two regi- 
ments were sent towards the Kohi Daman to get in land revenue. 

The road from Gandamak to here is safe. I was searched at Butkhak, and ugain at 
Tanga. 


They objected 


He is in 


This statement is also trustworthy. All said here has been confirmed by others. 
Muhammad Jan has been made commander-in-chief, and is said by some to have been 
onc of the leaders in the attack on the Embassy. He is also said to have been the 
author of the death of Abdul Karim Khan, Kohistani. 

Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan himself has taken away the three mutinous regiments to 
Kohistan, the object given out being to collect the revenuc. 
(Signed) W. G. Warerrietp, Licutenant-Coloncl, 
Commissioner. 





Enclosure 15 in No. 32. 
Sratement of Kuatrusva, son of Goran Patuan, Anaskhcl, resident of Yar Hussam, 


Had a Jand suit. My son was in the Guides, and went with the Embassy escort. to 
Kabul. I went after Sir L. Cavagnari, K.C.B., C.S.I. Passed four nights in Kabul 
with my son. On the morning of the 5th the outbreak arose, and I witnessed the result 
myself. 

The Ardal Regiment had some words with General Daud Shah about their pay ;. the 
General wished to give them a month’s pay, whilst the regiment demanded that of seven; 
the soldiers attacked the General with their bayonets, and struck him with stones snd 
tists ; the people rescued him. The regiment then moved towards the quarters of Nir 
Louis, which were at Azim Khan’s place. The gates were locked, the soldiers broke the 
wall on the eastern side, entered, and commenced firing. Sir Louis told them to desist, 
and {2 months’ pay would be given them. The men remained quiet for half an hour. 
The Khasadar Regiment with the city people then arrived, commenced firing. In this 
they were joined by all who were present. Major Cavagnari in a loud voice tried to stop 
them, but they would not heed ; he himself was wounded by a shot in the forchead, and 
then sent a letter to the Amir by the hands of a Hindu, stating that he was at the point 
of death ; if he could rescue the other officers, it would be a good thing for him. 

No reply came to this. At last he (Major Cavagnari) ordered his men to fire, until 
his men were slain. 

Sir Louis was placed ona cot and brought below. A short time after, the other 
officers and men were driven out, the building set on fire, and then the rioters killed the 
officers and their remaining companions. 

A small portion of the day was Icft when all was over. My son, Hamzulla, was killed 
also. I was robbed of my property, and then let go. Two men, a resident of Zeyda, 


125 


and the other of either Barikab or Kattakhat were allowed to go, as they said they were 
« Sayads,” and I corroborated their account. I do not remember their names. 

[heard in Kabul that Yakub Khan’s mother was proceeding to Dakka, and that 
Yakub Khan had sent letters to Kandahar, Herat, Maimena, to fetch all troops there, 
and had summoned the country people fora “ Ghaza.” About 180 of the rioters were 
killed and 30 wounded. I saw the heads of the officers (3) and one of a Sikh native 
officer cut by the men of the “‘ Ardal”” Regiment and taken by the Amir’s dewdi, and 
placed on a stone outside the Bala Hissar below a bridge, a public place were every one 
passed by. I saw these heads the day after the fight in the morning. Major Cavagnari'’s 
was not with theirs, as his body had been burnt in the fire. I did not hear the heads 
had been taken before the Amir, but imagine they must have been taken. 


Nore. 

This old man feels very bitterly the murder of his son, the loss of his property, 
including Sir Louis Cavagnari’s letter, and his own danger when in Kabul; therefore 
too much dependence cannot be placed upon his word. He, however, stoutly maintained 
that the heads of the British officers had been exposed upon a bridge, and I shall not be 
surprised if this is found to be correct. All natives would, as a rule, deny it. 

(Signed) W. G. Warenrrtetn, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Peshawur, 23rd September 1879. Commissioner. 





Enclosure 16 in No. 32. 


Srarement of Faxir Munamman, syce of Tarmur Sowar, Gutprs, Lundikotal, 25th 
September 1879; also of Fazldin, dhobi of the Sowars Guides Fscort, dated 25th 
September 1879. 


Faxtr Munammap.—I went out grass cutting on the day of the attack on the Resi- 
dency, and hearing the noise, and being told of what was happening, fled into the city of 
Kabul, where I found refuge with Ghulam Mohiyudin Hakim, with whom IJ have come 
down. I did not see anything that happened. 


V'azipin.—On the morning in question I went out early from the Bala Hissar to wash 
clothes, and while doing so heard the firing on the Residency, and saw the beginning of 
the attack from where I stood. Shortly after the mob plundered me and seized the 
clothes I was washing, when I fled to the city of Kabul, where I found refuge in the 
Murad Khani quarter, and came down with Ghulam Mohiyudin the Hakim. Five days 
before the attack supplics for the Residency ceased to come in. 

One sepoy of the escort said that there was some coolness between the Amir and the 
Envoy. This they said a few days before the attack took place. 





Enclosure 17 in No. 32. 


STATEMENT of Guunam Mourvepin, Hakim of Peshawur, Monancra Rawanax, Guzar 
Sanasta, Lundikotal, 25th September 1879. 


Itraver, about as a Hakim, chiefly as an cye-doctor, and in the course of my travels 
went from Peshawur to Balkh about a year anda halfago. About two months ago | 
left Mazar-i-Sharif near Balkh.to return vid Kabul to Peshawur. I was present in 
Mavar-i-Sharif when Amir Sher Ali Khan died, and I saw the corpse mysclf and joined 
In the funeral procession. When I left Balkh and Turkestan, all was quiet there, and 
Ghulam Hyder Khan was Governor. I recollect hearing it said in the Chandol quarter 
™ Kabul where [ was living that the troops of the Amir said among themselves, “ The 
“escort of the ‘ Kafir’ will not leave Kabul alive.” ‘That was the day before the attack. 
In the attack the town mob joined, about 340 of the assailants were killed by the Resi- 
deney defenders. I did not sce the fight. For about three days there was anarchy in 
Kabul, but the city was not plundered. The Amir’s arsenal was looted. The Amir 
has little authority in Kabul; the troops are quite out of hand. Daud Shah is only 
lightly wounded: 

The road from Kabul is open and safe. I brought the syce and dhobi down with me 
from Kabul. 


Q 3 
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Enclosure 18 in No. 32. 


STATEMENT of Hassancun, of Gujarat, Yusurzat, Sepoy, No. 2 Co., Guide C 
Lundikotal, 25th September 1879. 


Memoranpum. 


orps, dated 


Muxian Aumepst, in his statement taken on the 14th instant at Peshawur mentioned 
having met a Guide Sepoy of Gujarat, Yusufzai, at Butkhak. 

Hassan Gul.—About 8 a.m. | was outside the Residency, when | heard the er 
“dam-i-charyar” (the Sunni cry) from the place where Daud Shah held his durbar, and 
saw a cloud of dust. Presently troops came running up from that direction towards the 
Residency. | came into the barracks and saw Hossein, Havildar, standing at the eate- 
way. We shut it and they began to stone us from outside. Mr. Hamilton came anit of 
the Residency to our barracks and told us not to fire but to stand behind the parapet 
on the roof. We did so, and made long holes in it ; 20 sepoys ‘remained on the barrack 
roof, and the rest, including myself, went into the Residency itself. Just then Syud 
Mir, sepoy, reported that they were plundering the horses. They then commenced to 
fire upon us, and we received orders to fire. Sir L. Cavagnari also fired from the roof, 
and firing grew hot. Sir Louis fired five shots. ‘There were two shouldaries pitched in 
the courtyard of the Residency, one was full of miscellaneous things, and the other held 
ammunition and the treasure. The first shouldari stood close to the wall of the court- 
yard at the rear of the Residency, and the Afghans broke a hole into the wall there and 
commenced firing through it. I informed Mr. Jenkyns of it; he was in the Residency 
then, and he sent me, Mibrdil, Sepoy, and a Sikh to the place. We struck the shouldari 
in order to get at the men firmg through the hole, and Mihrdil was shot through the 
arm. I led him intothe Residency, and saw Lieutenant Hamilton and Mr. Jenkyns 
there. I was told there that Sir Louis was wounded. On passing the room where the 
wounded lay I looked through the open door and saw Sir Louis lying on his back, the 
knees drawn up, and Dr. Kelly sitting by his head. I asked Amaldin, Sir Louis’ Afridi 
orderly, what it was, and Amaldin pointed to his forehead. He said nothiug. I could 
not see what Dr. Kelly was doing. Just then the news was brought that the Afghan 
has reached the roof by ladders, and Lieutenant Hamilton told us to fire from the stair- 
case leading up to the roof. Karak Sing, Havildar, was shot there beside me, also 
Mchtab Sing, both mortally. Lieutenant Hamilton told us to charge on to the roof. 
Hossein, I[avildar, and I replicd that we were too few to clear the roof of the Afghans. 
‘There were seven of us. The guns had been brought up by the Afghans at this time to 
the gateway, and they were firing with them. Licutenant Hamilton and Mr. Jenkyns 
then went down to the gateway; the Afghans had got into the building, and were setting 
fire to it and coming down the stairs. I was then in the building, and I and other sepoys 
got mixed up with the crowd; we were in plain clothes. Among the crowd was Tor 
Khan, Subadar in the Amir’s army. I was stripped, and Tor ordered me to be shot, 
but the others said, “‘ He is a Mahomedan, spare him.” Then Tor told me to put a 
bundle of loot on my head and to walk ont by a hole in the courtyard and come with 
him. He took me to his house where I stayed five days. [left on the sixth day and 
came along here with some Syuds of Kunar. [ was searched at Tanga. 


Cross-cxamined at Peshawur, 27th September 1879. 


T don’t know about any syce being killed in the stable before we fired, but we could 
see one of the Sikh Mounted Guides lying in the stable by his horse with his head cut 
open and not dead, and one of the Ami’s soldiers dead beside him. He had been 
defending his horse, and it was not until they carried off the horses that we had per- 
mission to fire. The Orderly Regiment that came for its pay and began the mutiny was 
not as arule, armed. All men had their bayonets and knives in their belts, and a few 
had their rifles, and shots were fired when the stone throwing began. It was not until 
other shots had been fired that Sir Louis Cavagnari himself fired four shots, killing four 
men. 

There was great fecling against us in Kabul. ‘The regiments in the Bala Hissar spoke 
of us all as infidels, and we were none of us, not even Mahamedans, upon speaking 
terms with them; we used to go in parties of four or five into the city armed, for 
shopping, but could not have gone safely alone, and the Sikh and Hindus never went 
into the city at all. ‘They used to go out in parties of 10 or 12 to bathe and wash their 
clothes. The people of the city certainly abused us, and the Envoy and officers never 
went out of the Bala Hissar unless followed by a troop of about 40 of the Ammrs 
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cavalry, beside the Guide Mounted Escort. Ionly saw the Envoy once in the garden 
walking alone, and then some of the Guides put on their uniforms and joined him. 
When we first reached Kabul the Envoy or the officers used to visit the Amir every day, 
but latterly the visits became much less frequent. When we first reached Kabul there 
was in the courtyard a guard of the Amir’s troops, not the ‘“‘ Orderly” but the other 
regiments, and it was found that they took down the names of all people who came to 
visit the Envoy. When Sir Louis heard of this he made some excuse and got rid of the 
guard, saying it was not wanted. When I was in Tor Khan’s house during the five days 
after the massacre of the Embassy, I heard that the day after the Amir had sent for all 
the native officers, brigadiers, &c., and said to them, ‘“‘J am in your hands, you have 
“ taken all my property, and my family and wives and children aré yours aiso; you can 
“do what you like, and can make me a prisoner and hand me over to the British 
« Government if you like,” upon which the officers all said they would fight, and have 
“ a religious war.” 

When Daud Shah was paying the troops their pay, they refused; he offered them 
only one month’s pay and told them they were to go off the next day to Kohistan to get 
in the revenue. When they asked for more he told them to go and get it from Cavagnari 
Sahib. He was angry, and said this to annoy them. He was stoned and wounded in 
the side by a bayonet. 

We were too few, and the Residency was too large for us to hold; they completely 
surrounded us. 

The Amir’s troops broke a hole in the wall so as to fire into the courtyard where the 
magazine was ; against this wall were a number of tent poles, and through them the 
enemy could fire at us, whilst in returning the fire we only hit the tent poles. | was 
sent by Mr. Jenkyns to clear away the tent poles and the tent, which prevented us from 
getting a fair aim at the men who were breaking through the wall. Jn doing this 
Mehtab Sing who was with me was wounded in the arm, and I got splashed with his 
blood. I got him away and brought back his rifle. I pushed down all the poles and 
cut the tent down, then they made a hole as large as a doorway and fired through it. 
The officers cheered me on, calling out “ Well done,” ‘ Well done.” Tor Khan gave 
me afterwards to carry to his home, a double-barrelled rifle and a pea-rifle and some 
clothes, part of his plunder. A Subadar in the Amir’s army ranks below a Jemadar, the 
reverse of our system. 

We used not to complain to the Sahibs that we were abused in the streets and called 
Kafirs; we should have been ashamed ; they would have said we were afraid; we 
sepoys used to talk together and say something of this kind would happen. 

_ There were three regiments in the Bala Hissar, two Orderly regiments who also, when 
m uniform, wear the kilt and a third line regiment on the raagazine. i 

It was the kilted, or Orderly Regiments, that began the outbreak and refused their 
pay. They had heen ordered to Kohistan on the 4th. They had nothing to do with 
Herat. Some Herat regiments had come in perhaps 15 days previously, and they had 
threatened to attack the Embassy. So it was common bazaar report, and we were 
warned by the Sahibs not to go to the bazaar. Then a few days afterwards the Amir 
gave nearly all leave, only a few men in a company remained. They were two kos off 
m the new cantonments, and never joined in the attack at all. 

There were 12 boxes of treasure. I hear we started with 21,000—one box was 
emptied, the rest full—all must have been plundered before the house fell. The room 
iene Sir L. Cavagnari was lying was full of men, Guides as well as the Amit’s, all 

ad. 

On the night of the 4th I went after dark with Guldin Mohmand of Sultanpur in 

unar, a servant of Hussain Ali Sayad, to see the bodies, which had been dragged out 
of the houses and thrown over the wall of the fort by the Amir’s order on the 4th. 

Most of them were stripped---not. all--none of them had their heads cut off, but they 
Were lying as they fell in a heap under the wall: officers and men all covered with dust 
and they had begun to decompose. ‘They were all scanted (?) and most of them 
stipped where they were killed. (Khairulla says, he saw the heads exposed, but I 
think this is untrue). The Amir did send his son to the sepoys with the Koran on his 
Nead, and they took the Koran away and told him to go home. This is what I heard 
a" the sepoys saying afterwards. The sepoys all said they would fight, but the officers 
one and all used to say; “You won't fight and can’t resist, and the British force will 

roe and Kabul is doomed.” 

, came by Butkhak, Barikao—Asmatulla Khan’s country, and Lughman ; troops and 
mule battery can go the way I returned. 
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Enclosure 19 in No. 32. 


Statement of Pir Muuamman, Hatimzat, Resident ot Kunar, dated the 
27th September 1879. 


I am a servant of Sirdar Zulficar Khan and Sirdar Saleh Muhammad Khan who are in 
Lahore. They sent ine to Kabul two months ago to solicit Major Cavagnari to get 
their lands released which had been confiscated by the late Amir Sher Ali Khan, I 
reached Kabul four days after the arrival of Major Cavagnari at that place, 
submitted to the Amir the letter from the above-mentioned Sirdars (on the ab 
subject). His Highness observed that he would make in 
Lahore for a meeting with the Viceroy. 

The sister of these Sirdars who is married to Sirdar Ibrahim Khan, the brother of the 
Amir, received a similar reply from His Highness on inquiry. I was at Kabul when the 
[Embassy was attacked at noon. 

Sirdar Bahadur Ghulam Nakshband Khan was sitting with Sirdar Wali Muhammad 
Khan in the latter’s house in the Bala Hissar, when a noise was heard from the Duftar 
where the pay was being distributed to some regiments. ‘The Sirdar Bahadur sent a 
man to bring information, the man returned quickly saying that he could not go farther 
as the regiments had mutinied, and were killing men. The Sirdar Bahadur went to the 
house of the Mustaufi, and I went to Deh-Afghanan to tell the men of the Sirdar 
Bahadur to conceal their property. From Deh-Afghanan I returned to the Bala Hissar 
to the house of Sirdar Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, and the son of the Amir, about eight 
years old, and Sirdar Muhammad Yahya Khan, with a copy of the Koran, went and 
prohibited the regiments from mutinying. The regiments were firing on the Residency, 
and would not obey the order of Yahya Khan and of the Amir’s son. 

One Orderly Regiment was standing by the gateway of the Amir’s house, having 
made up their mind to kill him if he came out, but His Highness went into the harem. 
The son of the Amir and Sirdar Yahya Khan returned to the Amir when their entreaties 
failed. The two regiments who attacked the Residency were the Amir’s “ Orderly” 
Regiments, and consisted of men of various classes and sects. I have heard from all 
sources that when the pay was being distributed by Coloncl Karim Khan, nephew of 
Arsala Khan, General Muhammad Jan Khan, Wardak, gave orders to usc violence. 

Three regiments were standing to receive their pay; they said that the Amir had 
given orders for three months’ pay, but Colonel Karim Khan told them that only one 
month’s pay had been ordered, and referred them to Major Cavagnari. In the mean- 
time General Daud Shah came from the Amir and beat a sepoy with a stick, another 
sepoy asked him why he beat his comrade, and a captain hurt the General with his 
sword. The mutinous sepoys proceeded towards the Residency, were fired at, and 25 of 
them were killed; then the sepoys who were unarmed went into the arsenal and brought 
arms and attacked the Residency. They brought two guns and fired at the Residency 
and demolished the upper story, then they set fire to the gateway, and went into the 
Residency, and attacked the Embassy after 2 p.m. a 

After this the mutineers plundered the bazaar in the Bala Hissar and the Amuirs 
arsenal and other things, but the treasury was spared. The Gencral in the upper Bala 
Hissar allowed the mutineers to take arms from the arscnal and joined in the mutiny. 
The fire burnt out im six or seven days. ‘The Amir gave an order that the bodies should 
be discovered by removing the earth over them. No bodies were discovered during my 
stay at Kabul, excepting that of the young Sahib, who rushed over the gun, by anne 
threc times out of the gate, and who killed two mutincers, went back by the gate, an 
was wounded and fell. On oa 

Major Cavagnari was wounded first of all with a bullet, and on receipt of this informa- 
tion the Amir sent his son, but the mutineers would not obey his order. ‘The Avir 
was coming out from his house, but Sirdar Muhammad Hashim Khan and a 
Shahbaz Khan prevented him, saying that be would be killed. The Amir observed a 
the outbreak would lead to his disgrace, that Major Cavagnari had been wounded, an 
that he would save other members of the Embassy and send them away. — Ae 

Formerly a Guard of the ‘ Shabi’”” Regiment was placed on the gate of the Residency, 
but Major Cavagnari dismissed it 20 days before the occurrence. Nothing was ee 
of intention to mutiny before the actual outbreak ; the Herati regiments of course ta “ 
loudly and asked where Cavagnari was, and why he had come, The Amir disarme 
them and they went to their homes. ‘ 

IT left Kabul shortly after the occurrence. One day before my departure the Ami 
had the agent of Abdul Karim Khan, Kohistani, killed, and sent three Orderly ae 

- ments to Kohistan with General Muhammad Jan Khan to remain in that province. 


and 
jove 
quiry when he could go to 
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Amir began collecting men of the Herati Regiments and of other regiments to ask them 
if they would make the three Orderly Regiments prisoners. The next day the mutineers 
roceeded to the house of Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan, but he came out with the 
Koran, read “the Kalama,” and was spared. The Amir intended to collect some tribes- 
men and regiments to take their opinion how the massacre of the Embassy should be 
avenged. The three regiments who had mutinied were sent by the Amir to Turkestan 
toavoid further disturbance by them in Kabul. Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan was 
suspected by some people to have instigated the mutiny. 


Enclosure 20 in No. 32. 


SrateMENT of FatrEH Munammap, son of Muhammad Yar T'ajak, Resident of Kohistan. 
Taken on 30th September 1879. 

I sERVED as a syce in the Guides Corps for 12 years and went to Kabul with Taimur, a 
sowar of the British Embassy. On the day of the massacre I and 24 other grass-cutters 
went towards the village of Bini Hissar at 6.30 a.m., with two sowars of the Amir, and 
two sowars and one duffadar of the Guides. At 12 o’clock a cry was heard and many 
people and some Bini Hissar villagers coming up with knives and sticks in their hands, 
they carried off our ponies, and plundered our things, and killed three or four men, 
sparing others who ran away. I hid myself in a maize crop, and at night came to the 
city, and remained two days ina shrine in the Murad khani quarter. From Kabul I 
returned to Peshawur vid Jellalabad. 


Enclosure 21 in No. 32. 


SratemenT of Saip Muramman, sou of Sam Miran, age 50, taken at Presuawur, on 
30th September 1879. 


I wave served asa syce to Major Cavagnari, and was with bim at Kabul. When 
Major Cavagnari went to visit the Amir I used to go with him to hold his horse outside 
the Durbar. His interview with the Amir generally lasted from half to one hour, but 
an interview held two days before the massacre took ¢wo hours, and I asked Ghulam 
Muhammad orderly what was the reason of the long interview, and why did 
Major Cavagnari seem annoyed when he came out from the Durbar, and he told me 
that the Amir had refused to go to Turkestan and Herat, and that Major Cavagnari 
would go to Peshawur vid Jellalabad. n the day of the occurence I was sitting on 2 
mound with some sepoys of the escort of the Residency, when a cry of ‘ Ya Char Yar” 
by some regiments was heard from the direction of the Amir’s Durbar. Oa inquiry 
from a Kabuli, we ascertained that some regiments had become disaffected because 
General Daud Shuh had refused to pay their pay for more than one month, and that 
they had thrown stones at the General, and were coming towards the Residency. I and 
the sepoys went in, and the sepoys shut the door against the mutineers; the mutineers 
were unarmed; and they went to fetch arms while the armed regiment in the Bala 
Hissar who were guarding the arsenal came up and fired at the Residency. The city 
mob and some sepoys caine into the stable and plundered the horses and other things. 
Thad put two saddles and four swords ina room; and had closed the door and hidden 
inyself there, but two mutineers broke the door and took away the saddles and swords, 
and inquired about treasury. I left the room, and finding that firing was going on, 
I concealed myself in an underground room until evening, and then I found that fire 
had been set to the Residency. I caine secretly to Charikar, Nijrab, Tagab, Lughinan, 
Jellalabad, and Peshawur. At Charikar I heard that three Infantry Regiments had 
been sent from Kabul towards Jellalabad, and that Abdul Karim Khan, Kohistani, had 
been killed by order of the Amir. The regiment which first mutinied on account of a 

spute about their pay was an “ Orderly ’” Regiment, and the regiment which joined the 
mutineers from the Bala Hissar wore black uniform. 


MrmonanpuM. 


ae syce is an Afghan, and had been seven years in the service of Sir Louis 
avagnari, 
(Signed) W. G. Warerrienp, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Commissioner and Superintendent. 


Paar, R 
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Enclosure 22 in No. 32. 


Translation of Proclamation issued by the Amir Yaxus Kuan to the Moh 


mand Tri 
dated 8th Shawal H. 1296 (25th September 1879). neinte, 


Ir is hereby notified that whereas the old treaty engagements between the God. 
granted Government of Afghanistan and the Sublime British Government are still firm 
and the same cordial friendship and concord (as before) still subsist between them; and 
whereas the troops of the latter Government have started only for the purpose of 
rendering aid and restoring order to the Government of His Highness the Amir 
Muhammad Yakub Khan, you should lend your friendly assistance in the best way you 
can to that Government, and should know that the foundation of friendship and concord 
(between the two Governments), which other Governments have acknowledged (lit 
made known) is firm, and that it has been proved to me to be sincere. It is Thenclers 
incumbent on you who are the well-wishers of the God-granted Government, to provide, to 
the best of your ability, the camp of the British Government with supplies and carriage 
for whicli you will receive payment. ; 

No one should interfere with, or oppose those, who belong to that camp, but you 
should restrain your hands, feet, and tongue from causing injury to their lives and 
property. Under any circumstances do not act contrary to the spirit of this Procla- 
mation. Should you behave or act improperly towards the troops of the above- 
mentioned Government, you will certainly have to account for it. 





Enclosure 23 in No. 32. 


No. 15, dated Ali Khel, 26th September 1879. 

From Masor-Grnerat, Sir Freperick Rosertrs, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul 
Expeditionary Force, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of 
India, Foreign Department. 

I nave the honour to forward in original, for the information of his Excellency the 


Vi -G | 
i—From His Highness the Amir of Kabul to Mustaufi Habibolla Khan and eR, and Governor-Genera 


Wazir Shah Muhammad, dated 24th September 1879. in Council, the letters mar- 
ii.—Ditto ditto forwarding letter from Muhammad Jan Khan. j i . sen 
iii—From Muhammad Jan Khao to Ifis Highness the Amir, dated 23rd ginally noted, which were it 

September 1879. to me by the Mustaufi Habj- 


iv.—From Sirdar Sher Ali Khan to His Highness the Amir, dated 16th  bylla Khan this morning after 
September 1870. »: 
his departure from the camp. 


Enclosure 24 in No. 32. 


Translation of a Letter from the Amin to Musraurr HastavnnaA Kuan and Wazir 
Suan, Mcnammap Kuan, dated 6th Shawal, 1296 H.=(23rd (24th ?) September 
1379). 

Avter Comptiments.—Be it known to you that yesterday, Tuesday (sic) the fifth 
current (22nd September) I received a letter from Muhammad Jan Khan, the “ Ghat 
Mashr ” (General ¥) which I send herewith, in original, so that you may read it and 
know to what extent the seditious and ill-disposed persons excited and are instigating 
disturbances. The “ Ghat Mashr”’ (General?) has placed a certain person in confine- 
ment. ‘The latter confesses that so and so had sent him to the Kohistan camp to tell 
such and such things to the troops and the people. ‘The man is in prison and will be 
kept there till you arrive here safely. When you come, and he repeats the same 
confession in your presence, he will, please God, receive his punishment. 

I hope that through God’s favour the friendship between me and the British Govern- 
ment will neither be interrupted nor diminished ; that the basis of the treaty cngage- 
ments between us will become stronger than before; and that the enemics and evil- 
wishers of the two Governments will suffer shame and disgrace and losc their credit. 


131 


Enclosure 25 in No. 32. 


Translation of a Letter from Guar Masur (General?) Munammap Jan Kuan, to the 
Amir, dated the 5th Shawal=(22nd (23rd?) September 1879). 


Arter CompitMents.— I beg to inform your Highness that yesterday Monday (sic) 
the 4th current*, a mam in disguise and in appearance a beggar 
4 gist September 1879. entered my camp. By the favour of your Highness’ fortune his 
treacherous and spy-like manner came to my notice. I called 
him and examined him. But he endeavoured, as much as he could, to avoid mentioning 
the object (of his visit) and talked nonsense. At last I prevailed upon him, partly by 
threats, and partly by coaxing, to state that Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan had sent 
him to spread a report in my camp that the Amir has invited the English of his own 
accord, and that he is going to make his country over to them, and to transplant. the 
eople of Kohistan to Turkestan, as well as to ascertain how the “Ghat Mashr” 
(General) is treating the officers, and whether he and they are united or not. Having 
ascertained the above, I have sent him to your Highness with Muhammad Aslam 
Khan, who will represent the whole circumstance from the beginning to the end. 
Ihave applied to your Highness for some sowars as well as for a physician and a 
druggist. Both the sowars and the physician are required. 


Enclosure 26 in No. 32. 


Translation of a Letter from the Axtr, to the Musraurr and Wazir Saan MuvawMan, 
. dated 6th Shawal, 1296 H.=(23rd September 1879). 
Arren Compiiments.—Your letters dated 5 p.m., Monday, the 4th Shawal (21st 
September) have reached me this morning, Wednesday the 6th 
* 23rd September 1879. idem*. I have learnt (from them) the account of the honourable 
reception accorded to you by the officers of the illustrious British 
Government as well as of your interview with General Roberts. It is sincerely hoped 
that through the favour of God the hearts of the representatives of the illustrious 
Government will be entirely satisfied with and assured of my sincerity and honesty, and 
that whatever may lead to the welfare of the two Governments and increase their mutual 
friendship, will be planned and arranged by you and the General, and that the matter 
will be settled according to our wish and desire. 


Enclosure 27 in No. 32. 


Translation of a Letter from Srrpar Suer Art Kuan, Governor of Kandahar, to the 
Amin, dated the 27th Ramazan=(15th (16th ?) September 1879). 


Arter Cometiments.— Your Highness’ sublime letter of the 20th Ramzan (8th 
September) has reached me and enhanced my honour, and as it contained the news of 
your Highness’ good health J rendered thanks to God. 

The state of affairs (here) is that before the news of the disturbances in Kabul was 
known here, I received a letter from my brother Sirdar Muhammad Yusaf Khan 
bitterly complaining of the people of Pusht Rud, and stating that he considers it 
extremely difficult to deal with those ignorant people. As the report of the mutiny of 
the Kabul troops had not then been verified and was only a rumour I did not reply 
'o him. Although he had heard from your Highness, yet when I received your 
Highness’ royal letter, I addressed him two letters. one in the ordinary form containing 
the news of my welfare, and another confidentially giving an account of the affairs in 
Kabul. The former Ictter, in order to furnish him with an excuse (to leave Pusht Rud) 
Was written to the following effect: “ As Major St. John is leaving for Herat and His 
Highness the Amir has sent strict orders to accord him an honourable reception (on 
“the road), you should come to Girishk to receive him and appoint the Khawanin 
‘ (officials) to collect the revenuc.’’ In the other letter I wrote to him to the effect 
that “Tf you think you can deal (with the people) and remain (at the place), well and 
, 300d, and should you apprehend any danger and think you cannot remain there, show 

the other letter to’ the people and come to Girishk.” 

; Yesterday I received another letter from my brother's servant to the cffect that “the 
‘ people of Pusht Rud having heard of the disturbances in Kabul are about to revolt, 
and as I noticed the improper attitude of those people, I have by a thousand devices 
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e 


succeeded in getting to Sirhind to the Kila of Najib-ullah Khan, Ghilzaj 


“ faithful servant of His Highness (the Amir). Girishk is too far. [ oe 2 
“ anywhere else, and I am unable to live here with my men and horses. I am in 
“ straits.” great 


Having received such an account from my brother, I sent Taj Muhammad K 

aie leet , é Kh 

Sahib Khan, Ghilzai, yesterday, Sunday the 26th Ramazan (14th September) ag eat 

him from Kila Najib-ullah Khan. The two above-named persons left yesterday . 
Nothing else worthy of notice has taken place. Since it was necessary to 


Sogant ; : ; 2 'y to acquaint 
your Highness with my brother’s state I have done so. Further, rest assured ties 


respect about this place. Things are going just as I represented before. 





Enclosure 28 in No. 32. 
No. 250, dated Kandahar, September 29, 1879. 


From Masor M. Proruerog, Extra Political Officer, Kandahar, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq. 
C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, Simla. 


I uave been desired by the Lieutenant-General Commanding to forward for your 
information translations of two letters received on the 27th instant by Sirdar Sher Ali 
Khan from Sirdars Muhammad Hassan Khan and Roshundil Khan, now at Kabul. 

2. The letters are somewhat ambiguous, but Sirdar Sher Ali Khan’s interpretations 
have been added in footnotes. 





Enclosure 29 in No. 32. 
Translation of a Letter from Muuammap Hassan Kuan to Sirpar Suer Aur Kuan. 


Arter Compiiments.—I arrived at Kabul on the 5th of September, and waited on the 
Amir, who told me that he had made proper arrangements (for his government), though 
contrary to the wishes of the wise men who have brought his government to grief 
(meaning Mustaufi Habibulla and Daud Shah Khan). It now remained to be seen what 
would be the result. The Amir also narrated to me the particulars of the fight at the 
Residency. I replied to the Amir that it was God’s will, and he may bring good out of 
it. My brother Roshundil has sent to you by Kasid “ Poyendah” an account of the 
fight between Sir L. Cavagnari’s escort and the mutineers. You who are the wisest 
men in the world well know that the action of these regiments (the mutineers) emanated 
from their chiefs. The Amir has received news from the English that the Treaty which 
had been made is still in force, and that the Cavagnari disaster will not interfere with it, 
as such incidents have previously occurred in other governments. The English desire 
to add two articles to the Treaty to strengthen it, and have requested him (the Amir) to 
send a confidential man with full powers. His Highness accordingly sent Mustaufi 
Habibulla and Shah Muhammad Khan, who started on the Ist Shawal for the English 
camp. English troops have passed the Shuturgurdan, and halted. We are anxious to 
know what the two articles are. (The rest of the letter refers to the writer's private 
affairs.) 


[Sher Ali Khan states that the ‘“‘ proper arrangements ’’ referred to in this letter were 
an intention expressed by the Amir to his Treasurer, Lall Khan, to appoint Sirdar Sher 
Ali Kban as chief of the administration of Afghanistan, an intention which was subse- 
quently set aside through the intrigues of Daud Shah and Mustaufi Habibulla, and 
Sirdar Sher Ali Khan was sent to Kandahar. ] 





Enclosure 30 in No. 32. 


Translation of a Letter from Rosnunpi, Kuan to Snark SHER Aut Kuan (without 
date). 


Arter Compiiments.—I acknowledge receipt of your letter on the 3rd Shawal ao 
September). I have sent you an account of the murder of Cavagnari and of the tal 
here by the Kasid whom you sent. 1 send you some more 
news. There are five* persons belonging to the army wh 
are the instigators of this mutiny. Of course they are known to you, but they could 


* Probably means “a few.” 


133 


not control the mutiny after it had once begun. The cause of the mutiny was as 
follows: Ten days before this occurrence the Naibs through Sidar Yahya Khan claimed 
the arrears of the accounts. The Amir agreed to the amount of their claims; the Naibs 
told the Amir he had been cheated out of 15 or 20 lakhs in the accounts of the army 
‘alone. The Amir acted on this statement, and then the mutiny broke out. fs * 

The Amir has discharged two cavalry regiments, and has no confidence in his troops, 


and his army does not obey him. The English have no ill-feeling towards the Amir. 
aH 2 us a: * % a 


[Sirdar Sher Ali Khan states that the five persons herein referred to who were the 
instigators of the mutiny are Daud Shah Khan and his adherents. The meaning of the 
passage regarding the Naibs, &c., is that Daud Shah Khan and the Mustaufi were 
accused by the Naibs of having misappropriated some 15 or 20 lakhs, and to avert an 
inquiry which the Amir intended to make, got up the disturbance which they were sub- 
sequently unable to control.] 
(Signed) M. Protueror, Major, 

Extra Political Officer. 


No. 33. 
Telegram from Secretary oF SratE, 22nd October 1879, to Viczroy. (Extract.) 


Proctamation, which must now be issued by General Roberts, should leave the future 
for future consideration, but you may assert present military supremacy of the British 
Government to this effect :-— 

“ J, General Roberts, on behalf of the British Government, hereby proclaim that the 
Amir, having by his own freewill abdicated, has left Afghanistan without a Govern- 
ment. In consequence of the shameful outrage upon its Envoy and suite, the British 
Government has been compelled to occupy by force of arms Kabul, the capital, and to 
take military possession of other parts of Afghanistan. 

“ The British Government now commands that all Afghan authorities, Chiefs, and 
Sirdars, do continue their functions in maintaining order, referring to me whenever 
necessary. 

af The British Government desire that the people shall be treated with justice and 
benevolence, and that their religious feelings and customs be respected. 

“ The services of such Sirdars and Chiefs as assist in preserving order will be duly 
tecognised, but all disturbers of the peace and persons concerned in attacks upon the 
British authority will meet with condign punishment. 

“ The British Government, after consultation with the principal Sirdars, tribal Chiefs, 
and others representing the interests and wishes of the various provinces and cities, will 
declare its will as to the future permanent arrangements to be made for the good govern- 
ment of the people.” 


No. 34. 
No. 224 of 1879 (Extract). 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Hon. Viscounr Cnansroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India. 


My Lorn, Simla, October 23, 1879. 
Wr have the honour to submit a summary of the intelligence received during the 
past week regarding the state of affairs in Afghanistan, and the progress of our military 
°perations in that country. 
¢. On the 13th October General Roberts telegraphed that carly on the preceding 
Morning the Amir Yakub Khan came on foot to his tent, with two attendants, and that 
His Highness had declared his resolution to resign the government of Afghanistan. His 
g ness was treated with great courtesy by General Roberts, who begged him to think 
Over the matter; but at a second interview, a few hours later, the Amir said that his 
etermination was unchanged, and General Roberts has since reported that he believes it 
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to be irrevocable. This important and unexpected declaration has b 

to your Lordship for the faornatiGn and Gee. of Her Majesty’s (Ooreaueaee aes 
General Roberts was at once desired to report further upon the circumstances in aie 
the resignation, as soon as itis publicly known, will have placed him, and upon 
various and complicated political considerations involved. : 

3. General Roberts entered the Bala Hissar on the 12th October. The Amir did not 
accompany him, but Sirdar Musa Khan, the eldest son of the Amir, and other princi al 
Sirdars were in attendance ; and special care was taken that the proceedings upon etal 
occupation of the capital and its fortress should be impressive. After reaching the 
Amir’s garden in the Bala Hissar, General Roberts issued the proclamation, whic will 
be found among the enclosures to this despatch. It notified to the inhabitants of Kabul 
the penalties which would be inflicted on the city for participation in the massacre of the 
British Embassy, the arrangements for repression of disorder, the restrictions as to 
bearing arms which would be enforced, and the rewards which would be given for the 
surrender of guilty persons. General Roberts has found it necessary to detain in safe 
custody Mustaufi Habibulla, Wazir Shah Muhammad, Yahya Khan, and Zacharia Khan 
pending a detailed inquiry into the circumstances of the attack on the Embassy. The 
Amir Yakub Khan is provided with quarters in the British camp on the Siah Saag hill 
outside the Bala Hissar. On the 13th instant the troops marched through the city, 
‘There was no kind of opposition, and the demeanour of the inhabitants was respectful. 
Brigadier-General Hills has been appointed Governor of the city and surrounding district ; 
und martial Jaw has keen proclaimed within a radius of 10 miles from the walls. The 
intelligence since received from Kabul is scanty, owing to interruption of communica. 
tions; but we enclose a telegram reporting that explosions, causing, we regret to say, 
some loss of life, have taken place in the Bala Hisar ; though the fire, of which the origin 
is not explained, was extinguished in time to save the principal magazine. 

4, The tribes in the vicinity of Ali Khel and the Shuturgurdan had been gathering for 
some time past for a combined attack upon the British posts bevond Ali Khel; and their 
hostile demonstrations have kept our troops continually occupied during the past week. 
They destroyed a portion of the telegraph line, and for some days the communications of 
Ali Khel with the Shuturgurdan and Kabul were interrupted. A party threatened the 
Sirkai Kotal post, and a British detachment was consequently sent in that direction from 
the Shuturgurdan, when the enemy delivered a very bold and obstinate attack upon the 
camp at the Shuturgurdan, charging up to the British guns. They were driven back 
after five hours’ severe fighting, having lost in killed and wounded some 200 men, and 
leaving two standards in our possession. On receiving news which convinced them that 
Kabul was actually in the possession of British troops, the tribes began to disperse ; and 
on the 20th General Hugh Gough arrived at Shuturgurdan from Kabul, when Colonel 
Money’s position was completely disengaged. A successful demonstration from Kurram 
along the Chakmani valley dispersed the Chakmanis, Mangals, and Jajis who had 
assembled and threatened Ali Khel. 

5. On the 17th October the advanced guard of the Khyber Column had reached 
Rozabad between Jellalabad and Gandamak. As soon as communications with General 
Roberts have been completely established by the Khyber route, the necessary measures 
will be taken to abandon the line by Ali Khel and the Shuturgurdan Pass, which will be 
no longer required, and would be difficult to hold during the wiuter. 

6. The situation at Kandahar remains unaltered. The country is perfectly tranquil ; 
the Sirdar Sher Ali Khan continues to co-operate unreservedly with General Stewart in 
maintaining order throughout the province ; and the adjacent districts of Kelat-i-Ghilzat 
and Zamindawar have now been brought under the central authority at Kandahar. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed ) LYTTON. 
IF. P. HAINES 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 34. 
‘Telegram, dated 14th October 1879. 


From Gexerat Ronenrs, Bala Hissar, through Shuturgurdan, to Foren Secrerany, 
Simla. 

[13th October (?)]. Early yesterday morning, Amir walked to my camp, accom- 
panied by only two attendants, and expressed his determination to resign Amirship. 
He said he had intended doing so before going to Kushi, but had ailowed himself to be 
over-persuaded. He was in very low spirits; said his life had been a miserable one; 
that he would rather be a grasscutter in the English Camp than Ruler of Afghanistan, 
and begged he might live in this camp until be could be sent to India, or London, or 
wherever Viceroy might desire to send him. I placed a tent at his disposal; ordered 
breakfast to be prepared for him; and begged him to think over the matter for two or 
three hours; and said that I would see kim at 10 o’clock, the time appointed the 
previous evening for His Highness to come to my camp and accompany me to the Bala 
Hissar. The Amir knew nothing of the proposed proclamation, and was quite ignorant 
of any intentions towards the Mustaufi, the Wazir, Yahya Khan and his brother. 

At 10, I had a second interview with the Amir, who stated that he had quite decided 
togive up the throne of Kabul; that he could not possibly accompany me to the Bala 
Hissar; but that he would send his eldest son; and all his Ministers would be in 
attendance. I again pointed out the serious step His Highness was taking; but finding 
his mind (?) was made up, I said I would telegraph to the Viceroy for instructions ; 
that of course he could not be forced to remain on as Amir against his will; but that 
[should ask him to retain the title until I could receive a reply to this telegram. 

The eldest son accompanied me to the Bala Hissar. The programme as telegraphed 
yesterday was strictly carried out, and the ceremony was most impressive. After read- 
ig out the proclamation, a copy of which I am telegraphing to you to-day, I dismissed 
all the Sirdars, and native gentlemen, except the Mustaufi, the Wazir, Yahya Khan, and 
Zacharia Khan. I told these four that it- was necessary to detain them, until the 
circumstances connected with the attack on the Embassy had been thoroughly inquired 
into, 

The Proclamation is being translated into Persian, and will be widely circulated at 
noon to-day. The troops will march through the city ; certain positions will be held by 
guards (there is only one gate); and General Hills will take over military control as 
Governor, assisted bj Nawab Gholam Hussan Khan. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 34. 
Telegram, dated 14th October 1879. 
From Genunat Roperts, Kabul, through Shuturgurdan, to Foreren Secretary, Sinla. 


Bala Hissar, Kabul, 13th October. Following is copy of the Proclamation I issued 
Yesterday on taking possession of Bala Hissar :— 

In my Proclamation of the 3rd October, Shawal, dated, Zarghun Shahr, I informed 
the people of Kabul that a British army was advancing to take possession of the city, 
ind I warned them against offering any resistance to the entry of the troops and the 
authority of His Highness the Amir: that warning has been disregarded. The force 
under my command has now reached Kabul and occupied the Bala Hissar; but its 
advance has been pertinaciously opposed, and the inhabitants of the city have taken 
‘ conspicuous part in the opposition offered. They have, therefore, become rebels 
‘igainst the Amir, and have added to the guilt already incurred by them in abetting 
the murder of the British Envoy and his companions. Jor the treacherous and 
Cowardly crime which has brought indelible disgrace upon the Afghan people, it would be 
ut a just and fitting reward, for such misconduct, if the city of Kabul were now totally 
destroyed and its very name blotted out. But the great British Government ever desires 
to temper justice with mercy ; and I now announce to the inhabitants of Kabul that the 
lull retribution for their offence wiil not be exacted, and that the city will be spared. 
Nevertheless, it is necessary that they should not escape all penalty, and further that the 
Puntshment inflicted should be such as will be felt and remembered. Therefore, such 
Prtions of the city buildings as now interfere with the proper military occupation of the 
tla Hissar, and the safety and comfort of the British troops to be quartered in it, will 
€ at once levelled with the ground, and, further, a heavy fine, the amount of which will 
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be notified hereafter, will be imposed upon the inhabitants of Kabul, to be paid accord 
ing to their several capacities. I further give notice to all that, in order to Provide for 
the restoration and maintenance of order, the city of Cabul and the surroundin " 
toa distance of 10 miles, are placed under martial law. With the consent of Hi 
the Amir, a Military Governor of Kabul will be appointed to administer 
punish with a strong hand all evil-doers. The inhabitants of Kabul and neighbouring 
villages are hereby warned to submit to his authority. This punishment inflicted upon 
the whole city will not, of course, absolve from further penalties those whose individual 
guilt may be hereafter proved. A full and searching inquiry into the circumstances af 
the late outbreak will be held; and all persons connected with, or bearing a part 
in it, will be dealt with according to their deserts. With the view of providing 
effectually for the prevention of crime and disorder and the safety of all well- 
disposed persons in Kabul, it is hereby notified that for the future the carrying of 
dangerous weapons, whether swords, knives, or firearms, within the streets, or within a 
distance of five miles from the city gates, is forbidden. After a week from the date of 
this Proclamation, any person found armed within those limits will be liable to the penalty 
of death. Persons having in their possession any articles whatsoever which formerly 
belonged to members of the British Embassy are required to bring them forthwith to the 
British Camp. Anyone neglecting this warning will, if found hereafter in possession of 
any such articles, be subjected to severest penalties. Further, all persons who may have 
in their possession any firearms or ammunition formerly issued to or seized by the 
Afghan troops, are required to produce them. For every country-made rifle whether 
breech or muzzle-loading, the sum of Rupees 3 will be given on delivery, and for every 
rifle of European manufacture, Rupees 5. Anyone found hereafter in possession of any 
such weapons will be severely punished. Finally, I notify that I will give a reward of 
Rupees 50 for the surrender of any person, whether soldier or civilian, concerned in the 
attack on the British Embassy, or such information as may lead directly to his capture. 
A similar sum will be given in the case of any person who may have fought against the 
British troops since the 3rd September, Shawal, last, and therefore become a rebel 
against His Highness the Amir. If any such person so surrendered or captured be a 
captain or subaltern officer of the Afghan Army, the reward will be increased to 
Rupees 75, and if a field officer to Rupees 120. 


& Country, 
8 Highness 
justice and 


Enclosure 3 in No. 34. 
Telegram dated 14th October 1879. 
From Generar Roserts, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Forrrn Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 13th October. Bala Hissar was occupied yesterday; very impressive sight. 
Amir pleaded indisposition. His eldest son accompanied me, and _ principal Sirdars 
were summoned to hear proclamation read. 67th Foot and 5th Goorkhas now occupy 
Lower and Upper Bala Hissar respectively. To-day troops march through city. 
Guards will be placed at all important points. There is only one gate. General Hills 
takes over office of Military Governor, assisted by Nawab Gholam Hussan Khan. 

Three regiments, with 12 guns, left Ghazni a few days ago to join the Afghan troops 
fighting against us here; meeting the dispersed Kabul troops they fled, leaving the guns. 
I have sent regiment of cavalry to bring them in. at : 

Eighty-five guns, mortars, and howitzers were found in Bala Hissar, making a total 0 
upwards of 200 guns in our possession. Vast quantity of powder, accoutrements, arms, 
saddlery, musical instruments, &c., also found. Snider cartridges have apparently been 
made locally in great numbers. Wounded doing well. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 34. 
Telegram dated 16th October 1879. 
From Baicaprer-Generat, Ali Khel, to Foreicn SECRETARY, Simla. 


a ; i etai ck on Shutur- 
Finding that Colonel Money has not communicated details of attack 

gurdan and Sirkai Kotal on 1th, I now report them. At 9 p.m., 13th, Colonel Nae 
heard wire was cut and enemy intended attacking Sirkai Kotal post at 7 a.m, J 
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Despatched wing 2Ist and two guns under Major Collis to patrol road, at 8 a.m., heavy 
fring heard, and information given that 2,000 cnemy attacked post and were engaged 
with Major Collis. Atsame time enemy advanced in force on camp from south. Major 
Collis was reinforced by two companies. A teint was made with a view of drawing 
troops from camp and real attack made on camp by 2,000 enemy desperately enough, 
twice charging up to guns. A decisive bayonct charge was made, and enemy fled leaving 
40 dead and two standards. ‘They were pursued for two miles. Enemy must have lost 
200 killed and wounded. Our loss, Captain Waterfield severely wounded, two killed 


and 14 wounded. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 34. 
Telegram dated 17th October 1879. 
From Grnerat Gorpon, Alt Khel, to Forvicn Secrerary, Simla. 


Tur sound of guns was heard yesterday afternoon in direction of Shuturgurdan ; has 
proved by intelligence received this morning to have been at Sirkai Kotal, where 
numbers of enemy still said to he collected on the road, especially between Karatiga 
and Sirkai Kotal. 

There has been considcrable destruction of line in that locality, both posts and wire. 
It has also been cut in three places between this and Kavatiga, and also quite close to 
camp last night. In present insecure state of upper part of road, and the unsatisfactory 
attitude of the Jajis, I have considered it advisable to suspend further repairs here just 
now,as it entails constant employment of strong escorts which our numbers do not 
allow of. Meanwhile I am hourly expecting return of the Jaji Maliks from Kabul, 
which will no doubt have a quieting effect, for people are not yet reassured of their 
safety, false reports having been sedulously circulated as to their death or detention. 

Reeeived letter General Roberts yesterday, date 13th; says in a few days will be 
time to give up Shuturgurdan communications and open it by Jellalabad, this being 
arranged to take place very shortly, and saving in time between Shuturgurdan and Ali 
Khel being small. It appears to ime, especially as we are unable to patrol road in 
sufficient strength and frequently, that wisest course at present is to limit telegraphic 
communication to Ali Khel. General Roberts has proposed to take on 3rd Sikhs and 
the British or No. 1 Mountain Battery, also 9th Lancers; but 1-8 Royal Artillery and 
9th are engaged under General Tytler, now at Balesh Khel. If not sent on at once 


may be late. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 34. 
Telegram dated 19th October 1879. 


From Generar Gorvon, Ali Khel, to Foreian Secrerary, Simla, 


Lerrer just received from Colonel Money, dated to-day, says been surrounded by large 
force enemy since 15th. Column under General Gough to reach Kushi (?) to-day. 
General Roberts’ orders were to send 3rd Sikhs and mountain guns to Kabul and return 
2\st here to reinforce, but if impossible to open Ali Khel road, the whole force to go on 
to Kabul. Gencral Gough takes up carriage for all. 


Enclosure 7 in No, 34. 
Telegram, dated 15th October 1879. 
From Genera Roxevrs, Kabul through Ali Khel, to Fortran Secretary, Simla. 


Kasur, 1th October. Infantry and cavalry marched through city yesterday. Streets 
Were crowded. People respectful, and did not appear sullen. Three cases of cholera 
occurred yesterday—one in 67th, onc in 92nd, and one 72nd; first two fatal. All in 
camp on Siah Sung. Water supply is most impure. Any amount of fruit is to be had. 
Cavalry found 12 guns from Ghazni abandoned 28 miles from this; six nine-pounders, 
IX mountain, elephants were scent this morning to bring them in. Snow fell on Hindu 

ush range yesterday. All well. 


P 237, S 
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Enclosure 8 in No. 34. 
Telegram, dated 20th October 1879. 


From Generar Gorpon, Ali Khel, to Forrrcn Secretary, Simla. 


Jast Maliks returned from interview with enemy, whom they have convinced of fall 
of Kabul, and inutility of fighting; they are dispersing. Letters from Shuturgurdan 
Just received, dated 19th, reporting arrival of 5th Punjab Cavalry, 5th Punjab Infantry 
and four mountain guns at Kushi yesterday under General Gough to advance on 
Shuturgurdan to-day. Two guns and twe companies 5th Punjab Infantry had occupied 
Sirkai Kotal. Enemy dispersing ; their position having been freely shelled yesterday 
and ‘sharpshooters (having) driven back scouting parties with great success. ‘I hope to 
hear more to-morrow. Steps taken to keep Karatiga road open to pass on daks as well 
as officers and details waiting here to join regiments at Kabul. Much will depend, 
however, on the news I receive to-morrow. 





Enclosure 9 in No. 34. 
“Telegram, dated 20th October 1879. 


From Generat Roserts, Kabul, through Basawul, to Viceroy, and to Forricn 
SEcRETARY, Simla. 


Kanut, 17th October.—Portion of the magazine in upper Bala Hissar blew up soon 
after noon yesterday, and constant explosions have occurred since. Nothing seems to 
be left but the large powder magazine, which is said to contain about 250,000 pounds. 
All small arms, ammunition, and other munitions of war collected by Sher Ali must 
have been destroyed. Captain Shafto, with two or three Khalassies, are the only people 
known to have been inside the enclosure at the time. They, with Goorkha guard at 
gate, and small party of Goorkhas, including the Subadar-Major, who were sitting near, 
have, I fear, been blown up. Altogether about 20 lives Jost. A soldier signaller, 67th 
Foot, was killed in the garden below by beam falling on him. 67th and Goorkhas 
were moved out of Bala Hissar at once, and are now encamped with rest of force on 
Siah Sang range. There is no reason to suppose explosion occurred, except by 
accident ; powder and ammunition were lying all over the place. Every precaution was 
taken, gate shut, guard placed, and no one admitted except on business. Endeavours 
are now being made to check progress of lire and save large magazine, the blowing up 
of which would doubtless cause considerable damage to life and property in city. 

General Hugh Gough, with 5th Punjab Cavalry, 5th Punjab Infantry, and four 
mountain guns, leaves this to-day for Kushi to open communication, and if necessary, 
reinforce Sbuturgurdan, which was threatened with another attack yesterday. Com- 
munication between Ali Khel and Shuturgurdan is interrupted, and there are rumours 
that Ali Khel was attacked on 13th. 

I am sending letter and telegrams by Jellalabad. Two cases of cholera yesterday, 
one in 72nd, one in 92nd; neither fatal. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 34. 
Telegram, dated 20th C.iober 1879. 
From Generat Gorvon, Ali Khel, to Forrian Secrerary, Simla. 


Camp threatened about noon to-day by parties of enemy supposed to be preceding 
main body. Cavalry detachments sent out to watch them ; shots exchanged. Just at 
this time the Jaji and Turi Maliks arrived from Kabul, having accompanied General 
Gough’s column as far as Dobandi, and thence taken the Hazro Ghogiza route to this, 
avoiding Shuturgurdan. Gough was to reach Shuturgurdan last night or this morning ; 
and enemy was reported to be dispersing. The Jaji Malliks, offering immediately on 
arrival to interview and disperse the enemy here by acquainting them with truc 
state of affairs at Kabul, went off with this object. Result will be reported when 
known. 


139 


Enclosure 1} in No. 34. 
Telegram, dated 20th October 1879. 


From Generat Rozerts, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Foreten Secretary, Simla. 


Kanu, 16th October—Country quiet. Supplies coming in fairly. Bala Hissar and 
Sherpur Cantonment being cleared and prepared for occupation by our troops. 
Wounded doing well. ‘Troops healthy. Post still very irregular, owing to internal 
feuds amongst Ghilzais, each small section wishing to have its own Chief acknowledged. 
Padshah Khan’s authority is limited. Latest date from Simla, 3rd October; by 


telegraph 12th. All well. 





Enclosure 12 in No, 34. 
Telegram, dated 20th October 1879. 
From Genera Gorpon, Ali Khel, to Forricn Secretary. 


News by spies from Shuturgurdan that besieging force, hearing of approach of two 
regiments our cavalry from Kabul, and being short of food, have begun to disperse. 
The enemy still continues to collect in our vicinity, chiefly Chakmanies, our own 
subjects, and Mangals. I hope ina few days to be able to punish them, and also the 
Chakmanies themselves, from Kurram direction. In order to make our communications 
safe, I have asked General Tytler to have two guns, 1---8 R. A., and a Company 86th 
at Thull. This will bring up strength of Thull to 1,255 cavalry, and infantry with two 
guns. The road posts are also very strong. I intend to send 1—2 battery, C-4 from 
Kotal to Kurram on relief by two guns, 1—8 R. A., which will be more useful there, 
The other two guns, 1—8 R. A., will come here with such portions of 85th, 9th Lancers 
(as) may be advisable according to circumstances. The cavalry pursuit on 14th had a 


great effect. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 34. 
Tclegram, dated 21st October 1879. 
From Genera Gornon, Ali Khel, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 


Letter from General Gough, Shuturgurdan, dated 20th. He reached that day with- 
out opposition, the enemy having completely dispersed. He took up six companies, 
5th Punjab Infantry, and four mountain guns. 

To-day he intended sending 21st Punjab Infantry to Kushi with stores; carriage to 
return for more, himself remaining on Shuturgurdan, and awaiting intimation from me as 
to possibility of opening road; to which I replied at once that I am only awaiting 
arrival of 4th Punjab Infantry, expected in a day or two, to forward it and details, the 
former returning, the Jatter proceeding, in accordance with General Roberts’ original 
programme. [ have suggestcd to Gough that the 21st might return from Kushi and 
come back with 5th. 

The demonstration ordered to be made from Kurram up Chakmani Valley was carried 
out, and had the desired effect. The news of the approach of the troops spread rapidly 
to this neighbourhood, and the Chakmanis with Mangals thus immediately dispersed, the 
Ahmed and Hassan Khels Jajis alone wavering for a while, though they also have now 
gone. 

Our left picket was fired on last night, and nearly half a mile of wire cut and carried 
away close to Ali Khel, the Maliks of which have been punished. 

General Gough begs me to add all well. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 34. 
Telegram, dated 15th October 1879. 
From Genera, Brent, Lundikotal, to Forrign SecreTary, Simla. 


General Gough holds Jellalabad with Hazara Battery, four guns C.-3 Artillery, five 
troops Bengal Cavalry, 9th Foot, and wing 24th Native Infantry. All quiet along line. 
Jellalabad Governor professes great readiness assist with supplies and transport, but 
thinks latter difficult. : 


S 2 
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Enclosure 15 in No. 34. 
Telegram, No. A.-917, dated 19th October 1879. 
From Forrien Srcrerary, Simia, to Str Donatp Stewart, Kandahar. 


You can place Kelat-i-Ghilzai and subordinate districts under Kanda 


har authorit 
and control administration, especially revenue collections. 7 


Enclosure 16 in No. 34. 
Telegram, dated 19th October 1879. (Extract. ) 
From Sir D. Srewart, Kandahar, to Formon Secrerary, Simla. 


Sirpar reports to-day that travellers have brought news from Kabul, dated 7th 
instant, to the effect that, after the massacre, Mustaufi, Daud Shah, some Ghilzai 
Chiefs, and mutinous regiments met in garden of Bala Hissar, and swore on Koran to 
resist British advance. Amir was present, and also took the oath, but it is believed 
under compulsion. 

Sirdar proposes to at once issue proclamation declaring his allegiance to British 
Government, and separating from Amir; but this might be premature. 





Enclosure 17 in No. 34. 
Telegram, dated 20th October 1879. 
From Sim Donantp Stewart, Kandahar, to Foreign Secrerary, Simla. 


St. Joun reports news from Kabul that Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, the Amir’s 
brother, who has been under arrest, tried to escape from Kabul in a woman’s clothes, 
but was caught and imprisoned (by ?) Nazar Muhammad Khan, the late Amir’s brother, 
who was Acting Governor. 

The Governor of Kelat-i-Ghilzai, Muhammad Tahir Khan, has applied for permission 
to return to Kabul; and, as he is of no use, his resignation has been accepted ; and, with 
reference to your telegram of yesterday, I hope to be able to arrange for the Government 
of Kelat under a Ghilzai Chief subordinate to Kandahar. 

Muhammad Yusaf Khan has resigned Governorship of Pusht-i-Rud. Arrangements 
will now be made for the Government of this province from Kandahar. 





Enclosure 18 in No. 34. 
No. 1,049 C, dated Simla, 16th October 1879. 


From Leven Grirvin, Esq., Secretary to Government, Punjab, to A. C. Lyatr, Esq., C.B., 
Sceretary to the Government of India, Forcign Department. 


1 am desired to submit, for the information of the Goverment of India, translations of 
letters dated the 29th September and Ist October, from the Governor of Jellalabad 
to the address of the Commissioner of Peshawur and the Political Officer, Khyber. 


Enclosure 19 in No. 34. 
Translation of Letter dated 11th Shawal (29th September 1879) from  Siapar 


Munammap Hassan Kuan, Governor of Jellalabad, to Commissionrr and Surenin- 
TENDENT, Peshawur.—Reccived by Post on 3rd October 1879. 


Avrer Tittes anp Compuiments.—I have received by hand of a Hindu of Sourji ten 
copies of the declaration in Persian and Pushtu, and two Ictters from you and have 
understood them. You write that British troops are about to advance vid Dakka. As I 
have received no instructions from the Amir regarding the advance of British troops I 
must be excused (meaning | cannot allow it). Should I receive information from the 
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Amir in this matter well and good, otherwise the advance of troops vid Dakka without 
the permission of the Amir will not be free from resistance and annoyance, because the 
tribesmen of Afghanistan are headstrong and disobedient and uncontrollable, and I fear 
Jest by the advance of British troops disturbances will be raised and some misconduct by 
these tribes may take place which may tend to my disgrace and to your anger. It is 
necessary that the advance be postponed until [ receive instructions from the Amir. I 
will let you know my orders, and it will look better if the troops only advance then. 


Enclosure 20 in No. 34. 


Translation of Letter dated 13 Shawal (1st October 1879) from Smpar Musammap 
Hassan Kuan, Governor of Jellalabad, to Carrain Warpurton, Political Officer, 
Khyber. 

To-pay the Wednesday I have received instructions from His Highness the Amir that 
the friendship existing between the British Government and the Amir still firmly exists, 
and that he has invited British troops of his own accord. I therefore write to you, my 
kind friend, that as I had not hitherto received any instructions from the Amir, excuse 
me if any fault has been found in your reception. Now that I have received 
orders from the Amir, I have written to my subordinates to receive British troops with 
every honour, and I will myself come to Sherpur on I’riday the day after to-morrow to 
wait on the Sahib Bahadur (meaning the General Commanding). 





Enclosure 21 in No. 34. 
No. 2 P., dated Camp Lundikotal, 10th October 1879. 


Irom Major-General Buicnr, C.B., Commanding, Jellalabad Vield Force, to A. C. 
Lyat1, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Departinent. 


I wave the honour to submit, for information, English version of Persian letter this 
day addressed by me to the Governor of Jellalabad, informing him of arrival here of my 
head-quarters, thanking him for the courtesy and assistance shown by hin, so far, to the 
British forces, and urging him to continue exertions for the facilitating of our advance. 


‘nclosure 22 in No. 34. 


English version of Persian Letter, addressed from Lundikotal, by Mason-Grnera 
Brunt, C.B., to Muuamman Hassan Kuan, Sahib, Governor of Jellalabad, under 
date October 10th, 1879. 

You are aware that a British army is again advancing by the Khyber route upon Kabul 
for the purpose of supporting the Amir’s authority over his rebellious troops. My head- 
(uarters reached this place yesterday, and I take an carly opportunity of informing you 
under my own signature of the satisfaction with which Lhave from time to time received 
‘ccounts of the friendly spirit which you have evinced, and the assistance you have 
afforded, to the advanced portions of the force under my command. The friendly 
{celings towards the British Government which have prompted you to act in this manner 
Me on my part cordially reciprocated, and I look forward with pleasure to a personal 
meeting with you at Jellalabad on the head-quarters arriving there. In the meantime 
lurther instructions should be issucd from time to time to all over whom your influence 
txtends that exertions should be used in order to supply the British camps and forces 
with provisions and transport, the owners of which will, according to the invariable 
“ustom of British armics, receive full prices, while at the same time meriting the favour 
at once of the British Government. and of yourself and other constituted authoritics of 
Afghanistan. ‘ 
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No. 35. 
No. 226 of 1879.—(Extract.) 
Government of India, Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransrcox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. ‘ 
My Lono, : . : Simla, October 30, 1879, 
We submit, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, the following sum- 
mary of the intelligence received during the past week regarding affairs in Afghanista 
and the progress of military operations in that country. : 

2. We enclose copy of 2 letter, dated 16th* October, from Sir Frederick Roberts, 

* (Received 28th October.) reporting the measures which he has taken in execution of 

the mstructions sent to him by the Government of India 
on the 29th September last, for his guidance on his arrival at Kabul. General Roberts 
also describes in this letter the general situation of affairs and the state of patties at the 
capital. It will be seen that the Amir appears to have retired altogether from par- 
ticipation in affairs, and that Sir Frederick Roberts considers him much broken in spirits 
and unfit to resume his former position or responsibilities, 

3. We also enclose copy of a proclamation which General Sir Frederick Roberts has 
been directed to issue at Kabul ; in consequence of the Amir Yakub Khan’s abdication of 
his government of Afghanistan.t The proclamation was 
transmitted by telegram to General Roberts on the 23rd 
October, with orders to issue it immediately; and a copy was also sent to General 
Sir Donald Stewart at Kandahar. We have just heard by telegraph from Sir Frederick 
Roberts that he has received and was about to publish the Proclamation. 

4. No complete explanation has yet reached the Government of India of the causes of 
the explosion in the Bala Hissar reported in paragraph 3 of our despatch, dated 23rd 
October. The fire was overcome on the 17th October after it had reached and scorched 
the wal] of the principal powder magazine; and Captain Shafto’s body was recovered 
and buried on the 18th October. ‘There is little or no news from the outlying provinces 
of Afghanistan, and the country round Kabul is reported quiet except in the direction of 
Tezin and Hissarak where the Ghilzais are stirring. General Saifudin, who commanded 
the parade of Kabul troops on the 3rd September, was captured on the 21st October, 
and has since been tried and executed. Very large stores of English made Snider 
ammunition and other material of war, together with ample stocks of clothing for the 
troops, have been found in the Bala Hissar, and the cantonment of Sherpur is being 
rapidly prepared for occupation hy British troops, while supplies are now coming ia plenti- 
fully. Various articles of property belonging to the British Embassy, including books, 
horses, rifles, and money, have been recently brought in. , 

5. General Gough remained in position upon the Shuturgurdan, in order to keep open 
the road thence toward Kabul, and to superintend the passage of the couvoy from Ali 
Khel; but he will have withdrawn by the end of this month. This line of communica- 
tion will then be suspended for the wintcr, and a force from Kabul, co-operating with 
General Bright’s advance from Jellalabad, will open and secure communications with 
Kabul on that route. Before evacuating the Hariob Valley Gencral Gordon proposes 
to punish some of the tribes who have been prominently active in annoying our posts 
during October; and he will take measures to this eHect on the arrival of General 
Tytler with some additional troops from Thull. 

“6. General Bright reached Jellalabad on the 24th October, the Guides and a 
mountain battery entered Gandamak on the previous day too late to save the grain and 
flour stored there, which has been plundered by the Ghilzais and Khugianis. A. recon- 
naissance has pushed two miles beyond the Surkhab river on the Jagdallak road, and the 
country has been found quiet, though there are reports that the Ghilzais are collecting 
above the Pass to dispute our advance. The Amir’s governor at Jellalabad has con- 
tinued to exercise his functions under the political direction of the British Commandant, 
has assisted materially in procuring supplies, and has generally attended to the 
requisitions made on him. General Bright has been instructed to guarantee the Khan 
of Lalpura and neighbouring Chiefs from any harm in consequence of’ assistance they 
may render to the British Government, and at the same time to warn them that, while 
good service will be rewarded disobedience to orders will entatl punishment. 

7. From the Kandahar side Major St. John reported that the governor of Ghazn! had 
officially informed the governors of Mukur and Kelat-i-Ghilzai_ that Yakub Khan had 
been reinstated in full authority, and that General Roberts had proclaimed that the 
British forces are merely temporary guests of the Amir and will return immediately. to 


T See No, 33. p. 133. 


143 


India, As this fabricated story appeared to have spread over the country, and to be 
producing some effect, the Government of India directed General Roberts to inform the 
covernor of Ghazni of Yakub Khan’s abdication, and to warn him that he must obey 
the orders of the British authorities on pain of being treated as a rebel. 

Sirdar Sher Ali Khan reports that the Tarin District is quiet, and that the Hazaras 
nave agreed to pay their land revenue. Sirdar Muhammad Yusaf Khan has resigned 
the governorship of Pusht-i-Rud and has been advised to return to Kabul. The 
Ghilzais in the neighbourhood of Kelat-i-Ghilzai are more or less in an unsettled state ; 

- though at Kelat itself everything is reported quiet, and supplies are being stored for the 
use of the British garrison. The Tokhi clan of the Ghilzais is content with the present 
régime at Kandahar; but the chief of the Hotak clan refused to visit Major St. John at 
Kelat-i-Ghilzai. News has just arrived from Kandahar that Sahib Jan, a Tarakhi 
Ghilzai, and a notorious freebooter, who had gathered a force about Mukur with the 
intention of attacking our camp at Kelat-i-Ghilzai, was himself attacked, defeated with 
loss, and killed near Shahjui on the 25th. Sahib Jan had advanced to Shahjui, where 
he was met by Colonel Kennedy of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, and his force completely 
dispersed, after an action in which the British troops suffered very slightly. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 

F. P. HAINES. 

A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 

A. CLARKE, 

JOHN STRACHEY. 

E. B. JOHNSON. 

W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 35. 


Telegram, dated 22nd October 1879. 
From Generav Roserts, Kabul, through Jellalabad, to Foreicn Secretary, Simla. 


Kasu, 18th October. Fire ceased yesterday after reaching and scorching wall of 
main powder magazine. Captain Shafto’s body recovered; will be buried to-day. 
Gough’s party reached Charasia yesterday. No news yet from Shuturgurdan or Ali 
Khel. No post for several days. Country round Kabul quict. All well. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 35. 


Telegram, dated 22nd October 1879. 
From Generar. Roserrs, Kabul, through Jellalabad, to Forztan Secretary, Simla. 


Kanu, 19th October. Gough will occupy Sirkai Kotal between Shuturgurdan and 
Kushi to-day, and will then be in heliographic communication with Colonel Money. 
Ghilzais are occupying Hazardarakht ; and as General Gordon is evidently unable to 
re-establish communication with Shuturgurdan, and the troops there are dependent on 
Ali Khel for supplies, [ have ordered Gough to withdraw the garrison to Kushi. This 
will probably be done to-morrow. Ghilzais have assembled in large numbers, so, no 
doubt, there will be opposition. Country round Kabul quiet but Hissarak and Tezin. 
Ghilzais are assembling between Khurd Kabul and Jagdallak. General Gough will be 
kept fully informed. General Saifudin Khan was captured by our cavalry yesterday. 
Private Mitchell, 72nd, wounded on 6th, died on 17th. Sherpur Cantonment being 
cleaned out and prepared for occupation. I have sent daily telegrams, please let me 
know if all have been received. All well. 





Enclosure 3 in No. 35. 
Telegram, dated 20th October 1879. 
From Gunenat, Ronerts, Kabul, through Peiwar Kotal, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 
Kasur, 15th October. Amount of war material here beyond belief. Nearly 10 
akhs of English made Snider ammunition is stored in the Bala Hissar ; all apparently in 
54 
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. perfect order, Native troops coming this way need not, therefore, bring more aminunition 


with them than may be required for the road. There is also great quantity of local m di 
Snider ammunition, which will be tested shortly. Of powder, we have found upirarite ‘ 
two hundred thousand pounds ; a great deal was destroyed before we took possession of 
the Sherpur cantonment. There is any amount of lead, copper, tin, shot, shell, caps 
accoutrements, and clothing for troops. Rifles have been made away with, but some a 


being brought back daily. Also horses, ponies, and other property belonging t 
Embassy. All well. nee ene ea 


enclosure 4 in No. 35. 


Telegram, dated 25th October 1879. 
From Generac Roserrs, Kabul, through Jellalabad, to Foreign Secrerary, Simla. 


Kanu, 22nd October. No news from Shutnrgurdan since evening of 19th. Enemy 
were then said to be dispersing. 

Letters and telegrams despatched from this on 14th were destroyed by Ghilzais in 
Hazardarakht. ‘Those despatched before and since will, I hope, reach destinations, 

Sherpur cantonment being rapidly prepared for reception of troops. Supplies being 
collected fairly well. ‘Troops heaithy. All well. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 35. 


Telegram, dated 26th October 1879. 
From Generat Roserts, Kabul, through Jellalabad, to Fornign Secretary, Simla. 


Kascr, 20th October. General Hugh Gough reports that on bis troops reaching 
Sirkai Kotal between Kushi and Shuturgurdan, enemy dispersed. I hope commuti- 
cation will now be restored with Ali Khel. General Gordon reports that he has urged 
postponement of General Tytler’s expedition. This seems unnecessary ; we have enough 
troops to do all that is required between Ali Khel and this. Small explosions still con- 
tinue at Upper Bala Hissar, al! precautions are being taken to prevent larger powder 
magazine exploding. All principal men from Kohistan and intervening country have 
come to Kabul to pay their respects. Country all round quiet. Weather fine; nights 
cold. Troops healthy. All well. 


Enclosure 6 in No, 35. 
Telegram, dated 27th October 1879. 
From Generat Roserrs, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 25th October. Letter from Simla, dated 16th, and telegrams dated 21st 
October, reached this yesterday, also several mail bags of earlier dates, more expected 
to-morrow. Heliographic communication with Ali Khel was established yesterday. 
‘Velegraph Sines from Kabul towards Jellalabad will be commenced on 28th. Mr. 
Josephs’ Telegraph Department left Kushi for Kabul yesterday. Large numbers of 
poles are ready at hand. All weil. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 35. 
Telegram, dated 27th October 1879. 
From Geverar Rosents, Kabul, through Jellalabad, to Fourten Sucrerary, Simla. 


Kaser, 23rd October. General Hugh Gough heliographs from Shuturgurdan that 
Ghilzais began to disperse on hearing of approach of his small force, and cleared off com- 
letely as soon as he occupied the Sirkai Kotal. Ghilzais are said to have numbered not 
ies than eight or ten thousand. Gough had with him tive hundred rifles, onc squadron 
of cavalry, and four mountain guns, two squadrons of cavalry being kept at Kushi. 
Communication with Ali Khel was restored soon afterwards. ; . 
I propose now closing Shuturgurdan route, sending 2ist Native Infantry back to ah 
Khel, and bringing on 3rd Sikhs and four guns No. 1 Mountain Battery to Kabul, and, 
as soon as Gough returns, sending a brigade under Macpherson towards Gandamak to 
open up communication with Khyber column, 
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Ghilzais from Tezin and Hissarak have sent messengers to know if I will receive their 
head men. They will probably come in soon. If not, presence of troops on that road 
will speedily settle matters, and it is very desirable that safe and regular communication 
should be established by Khyber route as soon as possible. All well. 





Enclosure 8 in No. 35. 


Teiegram, dated 28th October 1879. 
From Generat Rozenrts, Kabul, through Jellalabad, to Foretcn Secretary, Simla. 


Kanut, 24th October. All quiet on Shuturgurdan and clsewhere below. All 
other officers detained there leave Kushi for Kabul to-day. Gough remains for convoy 
from Ali Khel and to keep road open to end of this month. Reconnoitring parties are 
out in all directions collecting supplies and obtaining information, Weather splendid, 


nights being cold already. ‘l'roops healthy. All well. 





Enclosure 9 in No. 35. 


Telegram, dated 28th October 1879. 
From Generar. Roserts, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Forrten Secretary, Simla. 
Kanu, 26th October. Dr. Bellew and officers detained on Shuturgurdan arrived this 
morning. Supplies coming in plentifully. By 15th November I hope to have five 
months stored, except possibly forage, which, however, is being collected satisfactorily. 
Improvement of road towards Butkhak will be commenced to-morrow. Shelter for 
British portion of force nearly complete in Sherpur cantonment. Native regiments have 


commenced hutting themselves. All well. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 35. 


Telegram, dated 24th October 1879. 
From Foreten Secretary, Simla, to Genrrat Bricut, Jellalabad. 
Tae Khan of Lalpura and all Chiefs should receive positive guarantee of protection by 


British Government from any harm in consequence of services rendered to us, and it 
should be made known that, while good service is rewarded, disobedience to orders 


will be punished. 


Enclosure 11 in No, 35. 
Telegrain, dated 22nd October 1879. 
Trom Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Forvian Secrerary, Simla. 


Tar, Governor of Ghazni has officially informed Governors of Mukur and Kelat that the 
Amir has been reinstated in full authority, and that Roberts has proclaimed by beat of 
drum that he and the army are only guests of four days, and will retire at once to India. 
This news has spread over country, and has had bad effect. Governor of Ghazni, 


Muhammad Saib Agha, is said to be a dangerous intriguer. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 35. 
Telegram, dated 23rd October 1879. 
From Forrien Secretary, Simla, to Gunerat Stewart, Kandahar. 


Masor Sr. Joun’s telegram, 22nd. Wehave told Roberts to send to Ghazni Governor 
notice of Amir’s abdication and orders to obey Roberts’ authority under pain of treat- 
Ment as rebel, 


P aay, , 
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Enclosure 13 in No. 35. 
Telegram, dated 23rd October 1879. 
From Str Donatp Stewart, Kandahar, to Foreicn Secretary, Simla, (Extract.) 


Sirpar Muhammad Yusaf Khan having resigned his Governorship has been advised 
to return to Kabul. 

In reply to communications asking for his advice, Sirdar Sher Ali Khan has addressed 
letters to Muhammad Afzal, Hotaki Ghilzai, recommending him to wait on Major St 
John and afford assistance in collecting supplies at Kelati-Ghilzai. Muhammad Afzai 
has written to Major St. John declaring himself an adherent of Yakub Khan, and 
asking at the same time for pay and rank. He alleges that he cannot visit Kelat 
because his tribesmen are troublesome and require his presence: this is a mere excuse. 

Inquiry into thefts at Mundi Hissar and Tuktapul progressing satisfactorily ; thieves 
traced, and some of the stolen goods recovered. 

T announced in Durbar on Saturday that the Barakzais would not again be allowed to 
molest those who had made their submission to us; the announcement afforded great 
satisfaction. 

Sirdar reports that Tarin District is quiet, and that the Hazaras have agreed to pay 
up their land revenue. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 35. 
Telegram, dated 24th October 1879. 
From Sm Donap Stewart, Kandahar, to Forticn Secretary, Simla. 


Sirpar reports that two Heratis, Naib Futteh-ulla Beg, Firozkoti, and Mirza Gholam 
Muhammad, son of Mirza Gholam Sadik, and four Kandahari Barakzais, Muhammad 
Zaman Khan, General Muhammad Jan Khan, Brigadier Ahud Khan, and Dam 
Muhammad Khan, are at a village a few miles hence, having just arrived vid Moraf from 
Kabul. I have requested Sirdar to secure them, pending receipt of a reply from Roberts, 
to whom I have telegraphed the above information. 


Enclosure 15 in No. 35. 
Telegram, dated 26th October 1879. (Extract.) 
From Masor St. Joan, Kandahar to Foreien Secrerary, Simla. 


RETURNED here last night. Everything quiet at Kelat-i-Gbilzai, and_arrangement 
made for bringing in Government grain for winter use of garrison. The Tokhi tribe 1s 
content with new state of affairs ; but Hotaks are less so, their Chief, Muhammad Afzal, 
refused to come in. Sadu Khan, Chict, who was there last winter, has how returned, 
and it may he advisable to pat him in Afzal’s place, but the Hotaks have little power 
for mischief under any circumstances. Beyoud Kelat country is in complete anarchy, 
but not apparently unsafe for caravans. Governor of Ghazni said to have shut 
himself up in his citadel. Governors placed by Amir over Taraki and Andari tribes have 
been plundered and forced to fly to Kabul. 





Enclosure 16 in No. 35. 
Telegram, dated 28th October 1879. 
From Masor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Foresan Secretary, Simla. 


Saurs JAN, Taraki Ghilzai, a notorious ruffian and freebvoter, had assembled force 
of about thousand men of his tribe about Mukur. On 23rd, ne s- reached General 
Hughes, through Tokhi Ghilzai, that he bad advanced to Shabjui with avowed ee 
tion of attacking our camp at Tazi. Hughes sent out Colonel Kennedy, 2nd P. * 
with force of all arms at 2 a.m. on 25th to reconnoitre towards Shahjui and followed with 
remainder of force in morning. Kennedy drove in enemy's pickets near Shahjui and oo 
Sahib Jan in position with 200 horse and 700 foot, which he attacked and completely - 
persed. Sahib Jan and 41 others found dead on field. Our loss one private, Sat = 
2nd Punjab Cavalry killed, Captain Sartorious, 59th, Captain Broome, two native o i 
and 24 men, 2nd P. C. wounded. Neither Broome nor Sartorious dangerously url. 
Affair will have excellent effect, Sahib Jahn having been terror of district. 
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Enclosure 17 in No. 35. 


No. 19, dated Bala Hissar, Kabul, 16th October 1879. 


From Major-General Sir F. Roserts, V.C., K.C.B., Commanding Kabul Expeditionary 
Force, to A. C. Lyatr, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 


Department. 

[nave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 506, dated the 29th 
September 1879, conycying to me, on the part of his Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-General in Council, general instructions for my guidance on arrival at 

bul. 

Ys His Excellency in Council will have learnt from my telegrams that these instruc- 
tions had been in great measure anticipated. I have taken possession of the Bala 
Hissar, and assumed supreme authority in Kabnl; and I have announced in a proclama- 
tion, of which a copy is enclosed, that the city will be subjected to a heavy fine, and 
that all buildings which now interfere with the proper military occupation of the Bale 
Hissar, and the safety and comfort of tie troops to be quartered in it, will be levelled 
with the ground. I am now making inquiries to ascertain the amount which the 
city is capable of paying, and the buildings whose demolition is desirable are being 
selected. A considerable extent of ground now covered with streets and houses will 
probably be cleared, and the fine will be fixed at the highest possible sum, so that I 
hope the punishment inflicted on the city will be severely felt now, and remembered 
hereafter. 

3. For the thorough investigation of the causes and circumstances of the late outbreak, 
and the collection of all possible evidence regarding the conduct of individuals since the 

arrival of the British Embassy in Kabul, T have nomi 


Preswenr: ., hated a Commission consisting of the members marginally 
Colonel C. M. Macgregor, C.B., C.S.1., : . . . . 
CLE. named. Their duties will be comprehensive, and will 
Pe seoea include the submission of recommendations regarding the 
Surgeon-Major Bellew, C.S.1. 7 * ae 
Muhammad Ilyat Khan, C.S.1, punishment to be inflicted on all persons whom they may 


find guilty of participation, direct or indirect, active or 
passive, in the attack on the Residency, or of other connected offences calling for notice. 
Every such recommendation will be carefully considered by me, and his Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General in Council may rely upon my carrying out most strictly 
the instructions conveyed in paragraph 8 of your letter under reply. 

4, It will be seen from the terms of the proclamation to which I have referred above 
that in one particular I have not exactly anticipated his Excellency’s instructions. I 
have not considered it. necessary or desirable to insist for the present upon the absolute 
disarmament of the whole city population. But I have prohibited under penalty of death 
the carrying of arms within the city, or within a distance of five miles from the city gates. 
This prohibition, backed by the occupation of the Bala Hissar, and the holding of all 
Important points in the city itself, will, I believe, be sufficient to guard against the 
Possibility of any disorder, and to ensure the personal safety of the officers and troops 
under my command. I have the honour to request that I may be informed whether the 
arrangement meets with the approval of his Excellency in Council. 

5. The exercise of supreme authority in the city, and over the surrounding country 
to a distance of ten miles from the city walls, I have delegated to Major-General 
Hills, V.C., C.B. He will be assisted in the performance of his duties by Nawab Sir 
Gholam Hussan Khan, K.C.S.I., and every measure of importance which he may consider 
it desirable to introduce will be submitted for my sanction, and carried out under my 
general supervision. 

_6. Every effort is being made for the carly collection of supplies. Some difficulty has 
hitherto been experienced in this matter, particularly in procuring forage for the horses 
and baggage animals, but the difficulty will, I believe, be overcome. I expect to obtain 

arge stores of grain and other necessaries from the Khalsa villages, the resources of 
which His Highness the Amir has placed unreservedly at my disposal; and I have little 
doubt that by prompt and liberal payments, by enforcing strict discipline among the 
'toops, whose conduct has hitherto been unexceptionable, and by considerate treatment 
of the people, I shall before long be enabled to draw freely on the produce of the 
‘urounding country. 

f. My telegram of the 13th instant will have made known to his Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General in Council the Amir’s determination to abdicate, and 
o desire to leave Afghanistan for ever. It will also have informed his Excellency of 

ne fact. that I have considered it necessary to place under surveillance, pending the 
Tesult of the inquiry into the circumstances of the outbreak, Sirdar Yahya Khan, Sirdar 

T 2 
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Zakaria Khan, the Mustaufi Habibulla’ Khan, and the Wazir Shah Mu 

Mis Highness’ determination, which | believe to be irrevocable, was arrived at without 
any knowledge of my intentions towards his father-in-law and ministers,’ It appears to 
have been prompted by the conviction of his inability to control the Afghan people, by 
weariness of a life of incessant trouble and intrigue, and possibly in part by the feeling 
that suspicion had been thrown upon his own action and motives. His Highness is now 
in my camp, where he wishes to remain until the instructions of his Excellency the 
Viceroy are received regarding his future movements. He seems much broken in spirits 
and wholly unfit to resume his former position and responsibilities. There is, so far as [ 
can judge, no influential party in Kabul to which he could now look for support. The 
Barakzai Sirdars in general form an adverse faction of which Sirdar Wali Muhammad 
Khan is the head. Sirdar Ahmad Ali Jan alone stands aloof from this party, and, 
putting aside his youth, he has, in my opinion, no political weight whatever. Sirdar 
Yahya Khan and his brother Sirdar Zakaria Khan are of course attached to the fortunes 
of the Amir, but their influence by itself is inconsiderable. Nevertheless, it is not 
improbable that if Yakub Khan could rouse himself to the effort he would still be 
able to maintain himself as Amir in the event of the retirement of our forces; but he 
would be weak, and unable to co-operate effectually in furthering the policy of the 
British Government. This question, however, is not of great importance, for, as I have 
remarked above, I belicve his present determination to be irrevocable. It is probably un- 
necessary for me to add that none of two Amitr’s sons (sic) are fitted to take his place. 
Moreover, His Highness wishes them to accompany him in his retirement. I await the 
instructions of his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council regarding 
the measures to be adopted in view of the present situation of affairs. In the meantime 
the Amir will remain in my camp. 

8. Before closing this letter I would observe that the military resources of Afghanistan 
during the time of the late Amir, and the attention paid to their development, appear to 
me to have been much greater than was generally supposed. ‘The troops under my 
command have now in one way or another taken possession of more than two hundred 
guns. Immense quantities of military stores have been found in Kabul and the neigh- 
bourhood, amongst them supplies of home-made Snider ammunition. ‘The number of 
regular regiments at the time of the outbreak is stated by General Daud Shah at sixty 
of Infantry and sixteen of Cavalry, and they have certainly not increased in numbers 
since the death of the late Amir. Very large sums of money must have been expended 
in the erection of the fortifications near Kabul, in the arming and equipment of the 
troops, and in the accumulation of the military stores now brought to light. In every 
way Sher Ali seems to have endeavoured to place the nation in a state of complete 
preparation for war, and the Afghan army only wanted competent Icaders to become a 
sufficient] y formidable military power. ; 

g. In conclusion, I have the honour to request that his Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-General in Council will rest assured of my earnest desire to respect the 
religious belief, feelings, and customs of the people of Afghanistan, and to convince them 
of the justice and benevolence of the British Government, now that they have had 
unmistakable evidence of its strength. I shall use every endeavour to impress upon 
the military and political officers under my orders the necessity for treating the popu 
tion of the country in a just and conciliatory manner ; and I trust that the presence of a 
British army in Kabul will be found in course of time to have removed rather a 
embittered the feelings of vindictive hostility which are now undoubtedly entertaine 
towards us by 2 considerable portion of the Afghan people. 


bammad Khan, 


Enclosure 18 in No. 35. 


Dated Camp Ali Khel, 13th October 1879. 
From Brtcapr-Genenat, T. KE. Gornoy, C.S.L, Commanding Kurram Field Foree, 
to A. C. Lyart, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 


In continuation of my No. | of yesterday's date, and my tclegram of to-day, ae 
the honour to report that the people who assailed camp this morning were a donee 
Mangals, Ahmad, and Hassan Khels Jajis aided by some Ghilzais and Shinwaris 
across the Lakerai route, also a few Spegawal. oe ae 

We had previously heard of a projected combination against us by the sur a 4 
tribes and of even a correspondence with this objcct passing between Ningnahar a 
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the Lujja Mangals. We were also aware that the people who had for some days 

reviously been gathering to attack us were incited thereto by the presence of many 
Mullahs, one of whom was taken prisoner and proved to be a Mangal resident of Bagiyar 
Chakmani at the upper end of the Kurram valley. 

The comparative absence of fire-arms among the assailants in the carly attack on our 
right, and the confidence with which they crept close up to our position, proved the 
truth of what we afterwards heard, that their superstitious belief in the Mullahs had becn 
worked on by these unscrupulous agents who had been busy circulating stories to the 
effect that our troops had been utterly routed in Kabul and their camp plundered. The 
tribes around us had been induced to believe that we too would fall an easy prey, and 
the plunder of camp be their reward. 

I have sent a detailed military report of the attack and defeat of the enemy by to-day’s 
post to the Chief of the Staff. 

The attitude of the surrounding villages was unsatisfactory, no intimation of the 
approach of the enemy being given by them, and numbers of the assailants having been 
sheltered by them when retreating, while the bodies of those killed by the cavalry were 
carried off or concealed when our troops passed on. In one of these villages two killed 
and wounded, residents of the place, were discovered. The houses of these men have 
been destroyed. 

Twenty-four corpses having been recovered and brought into camp, it was given 
out that all would be given up on identification by their own rclatives or tribesmen. 
An ambiguous message has since been received from the Lujja Mangals demanding 
compensation for their killed and threatening revenge if not given up, though they 
have so far refused to come in for the bodies. 

I have decided that such bodies as are not thus disposed of shall be buried according 
to Mahomedan rites by the captured Mullah. The religious scruples of the people 
will not have been violated, and the proceeding will, I trust, be held to be in accordance 
with the conciliatory spirit which Government has lately desired should govern our 
dealings with the surrounding tribes. 





No. 36. 
No, 231 of 1879. (Ixtract.) 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransrook, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
India. 
My Lorn, Simla, the 6th November 1879. 
In continuation of previous despatches we have the honour to submit the 
following summary of the principal political intelligence relating to affairs in Afghanistan 
received during the past week, and of the progress of military operations in that 
country. 

2. General Macpherson’s brigade left Kabul on the Ist November for Butkhak, on 
the road toward Jellalabad. ‘The position at Siah Sang was then abandoned, and the 
British force at Kabul has been concentrated at Sherpur. Gencral Roberts himself 
joined General Macpherson and reconnoitred the Jagdallak and Khurd Kabul passes. 
General Macpherson’s brigade has marched toward Gandamak by the Khurd Kabul 
pass, while Gencral Bright’s force is advancing to meet it from the opposite direction. 
The principal headmen of the Ghilzais are with the camps; and it is understood that 
after a conference held at Tezin some days ago the Icading chiefs of the tribe decided 
hot to resist the operations of our troops on the line between Gandamak and Kabul. 
lhe Khyber is, and has been for some time, entirely quict under the arrangements 
recently made by the Commissioner of Peshawur with the tribes who are responsible 
for the pass; the Mohmands have given no trouble; and the Barakzai governor of 
Jellalabad is actively assisting the British officers. The telegraph line is bemg pushed 
on from both sides without interruption ; so that on the whole there is good ground for 
anticipating that our communications between Peshawur and Kabul will be successfully 
pened in a few days, and will be firmly established for the winter. General H. Gough 
Was expected to return from Kushi to Kabul about the 3rd or 4th November, marching 
through the Logar valley. The weather is very cold at Kabul, but the troops are 
‘eported to he in excellent. health and spirits. Among the enclosures will be found a 
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letter from General Roberts, dated 20th October, reporting the principal 
Kabul since the end of September. F ‘ eres 
3. General Gordon reports from Ali Khel that the Ahmad and Hassan Khel section 
of the Jaji tribe have accepted his terms, which included the payment, within six da : 
of Rupees 1,000 and the delivery of hostages, four of whom had been sent into Kurram, 
He is now proceeding to punish other neighbouring tribes who participated in the recent 
attacks on our posts and in the attempts to interrupt our communications with the 
Shuturgurdan. The Shuturgurdan line has been finally closed ; and the Hariob valle 
will be immediately evacuated by our troops. : 
4. The proclamation issued by General Roberts at Kabul, commanding all Afghan 
authorities to continue their functions and to preserve order in the country, was read in 
full Durbar at Kandahar on the 4th November. The Sirdar Sher Ali Khan was at the 
same time formerly invested by General Stewart with the government of the Kandahar 
province, including Pusht-i-Rud and Kelat-i-Ghilzai. ‘The Sirdar has placed his 
nephew, Shirindil Khan, in charge of Kelat-ieGhilzai, and his brother-in-law, Sirdar 
Abbas Khan, in charge of Zamindawar. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 


JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 





Enclosure 1 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 29th October 1879. 


From Generat Rostrts, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 28th October.—9th Lancers arrived at Kushi yesterday accompanied by 
583 native details, 19 officers belonging to regiments, and detachments at Kabul, and 
with Jast convoy that will come from Ali Khel this season. All troops will leave 
Shuturgurdan to-morrow. Gough with small column will then march through Uogar 
valley, reaching Kabul on 3rd November. On Ist November, Macpherson, with 
67th Foot, 23rd and 28th N.I., two guns I’.-A., with elephant equipment, No. 2 
Mountain Battery, and 12th Bengal Cavalry, will march to Butkhak. On 2nd and 
3rd route vid Latabund will be reconnoitred, and about 7th or 8th November I hope 
Macpherson will be at Jagdallak to open communication with Khyber column. All well. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 36. 


Telegram, dated 31st October 1879. 
From Genera Roserts, Kabul, through Ali Khel, to Foruren Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 29th October.—-Shuturgurdan will be abandoned to-day. Letters and telegrams 
will henceforth be sent to Jellalabad. Country quiet. All well. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 31st October 1879. 


From Genera, Gorpon, Ali Khel, to Foreran Secretary, Simla. 


Aumap and Hassan Khel Jajis submitted yesterday to terms imposed, namely, pay- 
ment in six days of Rupees 1,000 and delivery of hostages, four of whom were sent to 
Kurram at once. As there is nothing beyond the fulfilment of these terms to detain 
the force in this valley, I propose, as soon as surplus stores, baggage, &c., now in course 
of removal, have all gone, to withdraw from the Hariob and proceed to Chakman to 
obtain satisfaction for its treachery as previously explained, after which the troops will 


be available for the Zaimusht expedition, This should be abont. 15th November. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated Ist November 1879. (Extract.) 


From GeneraL Roserts, Jellalabad, to Foreicn Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 30th October—Siah Sang position will be abandoned when Macpherson 
marches:to Butkhak on 1st November. Remainder of force will then be collected at 
Sherpur. Gough will return from Kushi on 3rd or 4th November; and as soon as 
communication with Khyber column has been properly established and country round 
Hissarak and Tezin thoroughly examined, a smail column will proceed from this towards 
Istaliff, and perhaps as far as Charikar. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 36. 


Telegram, dated 2nd November 1879. 
From GeneraL Roserts, through Gandamak, to Foreran Secretary, Simla. 


Kabul, 31st October.—No particular news. All well. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 36. 


Telegram, dated 3rd November 1879. 
From Generat Roserts, Kabul, to Forercn Secrerary, Simla. 


Kabul, 1st November.—Many of the leading men are coming in from the country 
about the Jellalabad road. They were informed of the Amir’s abdication, and received 
a copy of the proclamation of 28th October. ‘This seems to have reassured them as to 
the possible consequences of joining us. Asmatulla Khan is expected in a day or two, 
and several other influential men from Tezin and the neighbourhood are now in camp. 
The fact of these men being with us will probably prevent any opposition being offered 
to the advance of Macpherson’s and Charles Gough's brigade. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 36. 


Telegram, dated 3rd November 1879. 
From Generat Rosrrts, through Gandamak, to Forzticn Secretary, Simla. 

Kabul, Ist November.---Macpherson’s brigade marched to-day Butkhak. I join him 
to-morrow to reconnoitre Latabund Pass, returning to Kabul on 3rd or 4th. Headmen 
from Tezin and country as far as Surkhab are now with me, and Asmatula Khan is 
reported to be on his way to Kabul. Communication with Khyber column will probably 
therefore be opened without opposition. General Bright has been informed. Privates 
Macready and Conn, 72nd Highlanders, died yesterday of wounds received ; former on 
Shuturgurdan on 14th; other at Charasiab on the 6th October. Nights very cold ; 
thick ice. Warm clothing and blankets urgently required. All well. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 3rd November 1879. 
From Grnerat Roserts, through Gandamak, to Forricn Secrerary, Simla. 


Butkhak, 2nd November.—Telegraph wire completed to this. Just. starting to 
reconnoitre Latabund route. All well. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 36. 
Telegram, datcd 4th November 1879. 
From Generat Roserts, through Gandamak, to Foreicn Secretary, Simla. 
Butkhak, 3rd November.—Lataburd route is fairly easy, and will probably be adopted 
48 main line of communication. I look at Khurd Kabul route this morning, returning 
T 4 
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to Kabul by evening. Macpherson’s brigade will march towards Gandamak to 


by Khurd Kabul and Tezin. All well. Telegraph line finished to this. ae 





Enclosure 10 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 1st November 1879. 
From Caprain Warsurton, Jellalabad, to Forrian Secretary, Simla. 


Generar. Bricut, with his Political Secretary and four members of staff, left this 
morning for Rozabad, proceeding towards Gandamak. 

Everything here very satisfactory. Governor of Jellalabad has expressed a desire to 
come and sce me to-morrow. I will inform you duly of all he mentions at interview, 
and communicate to General Bright everything that he ought to know that springs 
up at visit. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 1st November 1879. 


From Generar Gornon, Ali Khel, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


Letter from Gough, Kushi, 31st. Starting for Logar on way to Kabul; evacuating 
and clearance of Shuturgurdan most complete. Con voy with 9th Lancers reached safely, 
Not a shot fired between Ali Khel and Kushi. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 38rd November 1879. 
From Capratn Waroscrton, Jellalabad, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


Governor called on me yesterday. He scemed greatly pleased with the way he has 
been treated at Durbar—and since we came here—and with some news he had received 
from Kabul. He himself continues to give every assistance through his officials. All 
about here the political situation continues very satisfactory. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 4th November 1879. 
From Caprary Warsurron, Jellalabad, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


Tue Governor has issued orders for all grain paid in as revenue, and remaining stored, 
to be handed over to Commissariat without payment, merely receiving a receipt for the 
same. All well here. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 36. 
Telegram, dated 29th October 1879. 
From Mayor St. Jouy, Kandahar, to Foretcn Srcrerary, Simla. 


Ir is reported that the Kabuli regiments at Herat have deserted with their arms, and 
are making their way to their homes in the north in scattered parties vid Zamindawar 
and the Arghandab. 


Enclosure 15 in No. 36. 


Telegram, dated 30th October 1879. 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Forreren Srcrerary, Simla. 


Furtuer reports confirm desertion of Kabuli regiments from Herat, but state that the 
majority have gone by the Hazarah route towards Kabul. 
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Enclusure 16 in No. 36. 


Telegram, dated 30th October 1879. 
From Major St. Joun, Kandahar, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 


Weexiy summary of news. ‘The only event of importance during the week has been 
the action at Shahjui, which may be expected to have good results in quieting the 
gouthern Ghilzais. The tribe of Tokhi Ghilzais, in whose land action took place, 
expressed themselves delighted to have got rid of Sahib Jan and his Tarakis; while 
Muhammad Aslam Khan, Chief of the Kotaks, the other Ghilzai tribe in Kelat, when 
asked to combine with Sahib Jan against the English, refused and sent intelligence to 
Kelat. There is no doubt that the false news of proximate withdrawal of British from 
Kabul, disseminated by Ghazni Governor, emboldened Sahib Jan to plan attack on British 
camp. 
ajor St. John returned from Kelat on 25th, having made arrangements for collection 
of revenue and supply of garrison. Captain Molloy has been appointed Political Agent 
at Kelat-i-Ghilzai, and left for that place yesterday. The district has been placed under 
the Government of Candahar, from which it was separated about twenty years ago, and 
Sirdar Sher Ali Khan has appointed his nephew, Sirdar Shirindil Khan, Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Sirdar Muhammad Yusaf Khan, former Governor of Zamindawar, leaves for Kabul 
to-morrow. His successor, Abbas Khan, brother-in-law of Sirdar Sher Ali, leaves for 
Zamindawar shortly with the Alizai chiefs, who have been here for some time and express 
themselves perfectly satisfied with the new arrangement. 

General Hughes’ return is not affected by Shahjui affair. He returns here at once with 
heavy guns, Goorkhas, two companies 59th, and two squadrons 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 
leaving two field guns, two mountain guns, two companies 59th, the Biluchis, and one 
squadron cavalry to garrison Kelat-i-Ghilzai, under command of Colonel Tanner. 

Weather cold and cloudless. Health of troops good. 


Enclosure 17 in No. 36. 


Telegram, dated 4th November 1879. 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Forercn Secretary, Simla. 


Procr.amation read this morning to full assembly of notables, including Mullahs and 
merchants. Announcement was then made that in consideration of general peaceable 
conduct of Duranis of Kandahar and straightforward and loyal conduct of Sirdar Sker Ali 
Khan, British Government has been pleased to appoint him Governor of the province, 
including Pusht-i-Rud and Kelat-i-Ghilzai, till new arrangements alluded to in proclama- 
tion shall be made. Hope and confidence were expressed that people would show by 
good conduct that the good will and confidence shown in the appointment of their fellow- 
townsman and representative of their old rulers are properly appreciated. 


Enclosure 18 in No. 36. 
No. 21, dated Kabul, 20th October 1879. 


From Masor-GEneRal, Sir I. 8. Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expeditionary 
Field Force, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department. 


In continuation of my letters marginally noted I have the honour to submit, for the 

No. 16 of 29th September 1879, information of his Excellency the Governor-General in 

» I9of 16th October ~~ Council, the following account of my proceedings since the 
end of last month. 

2. After several interviews with His Highness the Amir, who seemed anxious to meet 
my wishes and to afford all the assistance in his power, I left Kushi on the 2nd October 
and marched to Zarghun Shahr, where | was met by Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan and 
‘number of other Barakzai nobles who had accompanied him from Kabul. I thought 
It desirable to reccive them in a friendly maimer and to ignore entirely their estrange- 
ment from the Amir, of which, however, I was well aware. T hey were permitted to 
remain with my camp, space being allotted to them at some distance from His Highness’ 
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tents. I have now made the acquaintance of several among them, and have obtained 
from them a considerable amount of information which would not otherwise have a 
easily procurable As stated in my letter No. 19 of the 16th October, and i . 
telegram of the 18th, the Sirdars form a party adverse to the Amir, and Sirdar W. i 
Muhammail «Khan, in particular, is at uo pains to hide his feelings in the matter 
shall, however, continue to ignore their views in this respect, and shall treat them for th 

present as loyal subjects of His Highness. re 

3. On the 3rd Cctober I left Zarghun Shahr for Zahidabad, and halting there one da 
pushed forward on the 5th to Char Asiab. His Excellency in Council is aware of a 
severe action which took place on the 6th between a portion of my force and the Afghan 
troops, supported by a large number of the people of Kabul. The Afghan position was 
carried, and the enemy defeated with heavy loss. While the action lasted, the people of 
the neighbouring villages ceased to bring in supplies, which during the morning had 
been coming in freely ; and there were indications that a large number of tribesmen were 
collected upon the hills in our rear, ready no doubt to take advantage of any opportunity 
which might be afforded them by a mishap to the force. After the defeat of the Afghan 
troops these bands apparently dispersed, and the country people again came forward 
with supplies. 

4. I think it desirable to mention here that some doubt has been thrown upon the 
conduct of His Highness the Amir in connexion with the fight. at Char Asiah. It is 
said that Sirdar Nek Muhammad, uncle of Yakub Khan, who had been left in charge of 
Kabul during His Highness’ absence, came out and had an interview with His Highness 
on the 5th; that he was directed to return at once and stir up the troops and city people 
to oppose us; and that the action of the 6th was fought in direct obedience to the 
Amur’s orders. Nek Muhammad after an attempt to treat for pardon has now dis- 
appeared, and it is not easy to ascertain the truth of the story; but ] have reason to 
believe that an interview took place, as stated, that Nek Muhammad thereupon called 
out the troops and city people for a holy war in the name of the Amir, and that he com- 
manded in person during the action of the 6th. I shall do my best to obtain further 
evidence in the watter. 

5. On the 7th October, I advanced to Bini Hissar, a couple of miles from Kabul, and 
on the 9th the camp was moved to the Siah Sang heights immediately overlooking the 
city. Three days later, as stated in my telegram of the 13th, I made my formal entry 
into the Bala Hissar, and announced tc the people of Kabul the punishment which 
would be inflicted upon them for their participation in the massacre of the 3rd September, 
and in the opposition offered to our advance. Since then all has been quiet, and I have 
no reason to anticipate any further disorder. 

6. In my letter of the 16th October I wrote that a Commission had been appointed to 
inquire into the causes and circumstances of the late outbreak, and to try all persons 
suspected of participation in the attack on the British Embassy or other connected 
offences. I have now found it necessary to relicve the Commission of a portion of their 
duties, the collection of evidence regarding the outhreak having proved to be a sufficient 
task in itself. The actual trial of accused persons has been entrusted to a second Com- 
mission, of which I have appointed Brigadier-General Massy to be President and Major 
Moriarty and Captain Guinness tc be members. They have begun their work, and five 
men were hanged this morning in accordance with their recommendations. 

7. His Highness the Amir remains in my cainp. In my letter of the 16th instant I 
remarked that His Highness seemed much broken in spirit and unfit to resume his 
position and responsibilities, He is now more cheerful, and has been of considerable 
assistance to me in obtaining information and supplies. But he appears to have been 
crushed by his long imprisonment and to have lost all strength and energy. f have m 
vain tried to persuade him to leave his tent and ride with me. — His answer is that all 
exercise has become a burden to him, and that he cares for nothing but rest and quiet. 
He seems to take little interest in what passes round him and even to feel no desire for 
the society of his children, whom he rarely sees. Altogether I consider him hopelessly 
incapacitated for a life of action and responsibility, and [ am certain that no reliance 
could be placed oi him for the future were he to remain here as Amir. 

8. The state of political parties in Kabul I have described. J here is in fact one pa 
only, that of Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan, who has succeeded in attaching to himselt 
for the time the mass of the Barakzai Sirdars. So far as I can Judge there 1s none else 
who would be able at present to make a respectable struggle for power in the event of oui 
retirement. Nevertheless, I do not consider that Walt Muhammad is positively strong. 
I believe he is not popular, and I doubt whether he could maintain himself long ee 
Kabul unless helped from the outside ; while the disorganization of the country consequen 
on recent events would be entirely beyond his power to overcome. 


155 


g, Little or no news reaches me from the outlying provinces. I have to-day 
addressed the Governor of Turkestan, informing him that I have no intentions against 
the troops or people in that quarter except such persons as were concerned in the attack 
on the British Embassy, and requesting him to carry on the Government in accordance 
with the Amir’s instructions, and to supply me with news. But I know nothing of what 
is passing in the north, and am quite unable to say what line he will take. Nearer 
home, there is | think a fair prospect of the country becoming settled. Many of the 
leading men of Kohdaman and Kohistan have come into my camp and asked to see me. 
They seem well disposed towards us, and I believe that if the country people could only 
be assured of our permanent protection we should profit very greatiy by their 
recollections of Barakzai tyranny, particularly among the Kohistanis and others whose 
districts lie within easy reach of the capital. 

10. No direct evidence has yet been brought forward against Yahya Khan, Zakariah 
Khan, the Mustaufi, or the Wazir. In case none should be brought forward I should 
be disposed to recommend the immediate deportation of these persons to India, with the 
exception possibly of the Mustaufi. I cannot but feei that they are in fact to a great 
extent responsible for the outbreak, and that their influence will always be used against 
us. I think, therefore, that the absence of positive proof of their complicity should not 
stand in the way of their removal from Afghanistan as an act of State. The Mustaufi 
it might perhaps be desirable to release and employ. He is generally spoken of here 
asless hostile to us than any of the others, while his knowledge of the country and 
long experience of its administration would make him, if he could be depended upon, a 
very useful servant. But I am not yet convinced that he could safely be treated 
differently from the rest. 

Il. I enclose, for the information of his Excellency the Governor-General in Council, 

copy and translation of a Ictter to my address from Asmatulla Khan. I have written to 
him and requested him to come in here, which I hope he may do. His help would be 
invaluable, now that an attempt is being made to open up communication with Jellalabad. 
The arrangements for the carriage of mails between my camp and Ali Khel have not 
been altogether successful, and the rapid establishment of a regular postal line betweea 
Kabul and the head of the Khyber force is most desirable. With Asmatulla Khan’s 
sincere co-operation this could I believe be easily effected. Padshah Khan and his 
brother, Allal-ud-din, appear to me either to have overrated their influence with their 
clansmen or to have acted with questionable good faith. The Shuturgurdan has been 
attacked by Ghilzais; the daks have been slow and irregular, owing to Ghilzai_ inter- 
luptions ; some of the mails have, I believe, been robbed ; and altogether the line of the 
toad between this and Ali Khel has been disturbed and unsafe. I am inclined to think 
that Padshah Khan and his brother have not done all they could to keep things quiet. 
_ 12. The terrific explosions which occurred in the Upper Bala Hissar on the 16th 
istant have convinced me that large quantities of powder must have been stored under- 
ground. ‘T'his may also be the case in the Lower Bala Hissar which the troops under 
my command were to have occupied for the winter. Under these circumstances I have 
ecided, unless his Excellency in Council considers the measure objectionable, to destroy 
the Bala Hissar and move the whole force into the Sherpur cantonments under the 
Bamian heights. The position is a strong one, and can be made unapproachable 
Moreover, I shall in this way be able to keep all the trcops together, which would be 
'mpossible if the former arrangement were to hold good, for there is not sufficient room 
mn the Bala Hissar. The total destruction of the Bala Hissar will, if his Excellency in 
Council sanctions my present proposal, renders unnecessary the partial destruction ot the 
town, which was announced in my proclamation of the 12th instant. It will, I think, 
be preferable as a measure of national punishment, for it will be more striking to the 
nass of the nation, and, moreover, the weight of the blow will fall with peculiar severity 
on the Sirdars and other influential persons, who nearly all have houses within the Bala 
Hissar, while the destruction of a quarter of the town would chiefly affect the lower 
orders, | hope, therefore, that my proposed action will be approved. 


Enclosure 19 in No. 36. 


Translation of a Letter from AsmaruLLa Kian to the Address of Mason-Generat Sir 
Frepeuck Roperrs, K.C.B., V.C. 
Tnecuiven your kind letter on the 8th of Shawal (28th September) and understood its 
contents, and also those of the enclosed proclamation to the people of Kabul. I 
informed all whom I thought fit of the contents of the proclamation, 
U2 
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Some time ago I went to Gandamak to Major i i 
: yor Cavagnari. He inst: 

the orders of the Amir and mide me over to His Hichnce When Mar a” obe 
returned (to India) the Amir’s officials confiscated my property and gave the hich 
to my cousin (or enemy) Bahram Khan, ~ ie 

_ The oppression I suffered on your account is beyond description. Thev ru; 
disgraced every friend and adherent of mine. on the eta of Maite Cone. 
Kabul I sent my Naib to ‘him, who informed him of my state. Major Cava ae : 
a message to me to the effect that I should recover my property by force if | oat 
oo shen go to the hills, and not come to Kabul until I heard from him. Tn 

e ‘ : ill in 
oe ime I received the news of the murder of the Envoy, and [ am still in the 

The letter is not dated. It was received on the 20th October 1879. 


(Signed) H. M. Durano. 
———————————— 


No. 37. 
Telegram from Viceroy, 12th November 1879, to Secrerary oF Srars. 


We propose to bring Amir to India, whenever communications are secure. 
Amir himself anxious to depart, and his removal is for several reasons, highly 
expedient. 





No. 33. 
No. 234 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 
My Lorp, Simla, the 13th November 1879. 
We have the honour, in continuation of previous despatches, to submit a summary 
of the principal occurrences reported from Afghanistan during the past week. - 

2. The chief event has been the establishment of communication between General 
Roberts’ force and the Khyber column. The junction was effected by General 
Macpherson’s brigade which marched through the Khurd Kabul Pass on the 4th 
November and met the advanced guard of General Bright’s forces under the command 
of General C. Gough at Katta Sang. General Roberts has personally examined the 
Chinari, Khurd Kabul, and Lataband passes, and has adopted the Lataband_pass as his 
permanent line of communication toward Jellalabad. The country beyond Khurd Kabul 
is reported to be fairly open, and the road easy. The arrival in General Macpherson'’s 
camp of two leading Ghilzai Chiefs from the neighbourhood of Hissarak, has greatly 
facilitated the arrangements for keeping this road open and quiet. Two Kabul regiments 
have returned from Turkestan, and disbanded at the Bainian pass, sending in arms 
and tents to General Roberts at Kabul. General Hugh Gough returned to Kabul on 
the 4th November, bringing with him the 9th Lancers, the 3rd Sikhs, and No. |, 
Mountain Battery. The troops at Kabul continue in excellent health and spins. 
General Watson reports from Ali Khel that the Jirgas of the Hassan and the Abnmied 
Khel have paid their fine of a thousand rupees and given hostages. : 

The publication at Kandahar of the proclamation inclosed in our Despatch No. 226, 
dated 30th October 1879, and the confirmation of Sirdar Sher Ali’s authority pending 
a final settlement of the country, has been well received by the mass of the people. 
Copies of the proclamation and of the order maintaining Sirdar Sher Ali Khan have been 
forwarded to Furrah and Herat. We have no further news regarding the reported 
dispersion of the troops at Herat; and from our latest intelligence, vid Teheran, the 
place appears to be in a state of anarchy, while Ayub Khan is unable to manage his 
mutinous regiments. From another source, indeed, we learn that he is virtually shut up 
by them in the Herat citadel. The Governor of Ghazni had not yet made up his Aa 
to tender submission to British authority ; at Furrah Mir Afzal is still holding aloof; an 
the general impression is understood to be that the tribal Chiefs and Sirdars in that pari 
of the country which is not yet within the effective range of our authority, ¥! 


157 


endeavour to maintain a ae position until it shall have been seen whether the Amir 
han is to be restored to power. 
ee 7 We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F, P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 6th November 1879. 


From Genera Roserts, through Gandamak, to Foreicn Secretary, Simla. 


Kasut, 4th November. I reconnoitred yesterday to within three or four miles of 
Tezin, proceeding by Chinari Pass and returning by the Khurd Kabul. Former is 
impracticable ; latter is easy as regards road ; but there is a great deal of water even now 
after rain, and when snow melts it would be impassable. Besides it is difficult pass to 
force when occupied by an enemy; it can be turned, but it is doubtful ifa cart road 
could be made over the hill which turns it. 

Macpherson will be at Khurd Kabul to-day and Tezin to-morrow, and after meeting 
Charles Gough will work back towards Latabund, when we can decide on best line of 
road to adopt. Macpherson is not likely to meet with opposition. Headmen of 
neighbouring Ghilzais accompanied me yesterday. Hugh Gough returns to Kabul 
to-day with 9th Lancers, 3rd Sikhs, and No. 1 mountain battery. All well. 

Letters dated Simla, 24th, and telegram, 28th, were received here yesterday. Private 
Cockburn, 92nd Highianders, who lost his leg at Charasiah, died on Ist instant. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 7th November 1879. 


From Generat Warson, Ali Khel, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Hassan and Ahmad Khel Jirgas have paid the fine rupees one thousand and given 
hostages. Force leaves this to-morrow. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 7th November 1879. 


Vrom Generar Roserts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Foreign Secrrrary, Simla. 


No special political news. Asmatulla Khan not yet in, but daily expected. On 2nd, 
I rode to Butkhak, and thence reconnoitred Latabund Pass up to the Kotal. It is 
larly open so far, and can be made practicable for guns without much difficulty. On 
3rd, rode through Chinari Pass to its junction with Khurd Kabul Pass and back to 
Butkhak by latter. Both are difficult, and the first not capable of improvement. 
Khurd Kabul, or Latabund, scems decidedly best for a permanent road. Saw no signs 
of tribesmen being out. Headmen of Khurd Kabul were with us, and Maliks of ezin 
are now here going to join General Macpherson, who advances to Khurd Kabul to-day, 
a to-morrow. Ramsay accompanies. No news from outlying provinces. All 
Well here. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 7th November 1879. 


From Genenat Roserts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Foreran Secretary, Simla, 
Kanux, 5th November.—9th Lancers, 3rd Sikhs, and No. 1 Mountain Battery arrived 
yesterday. Macpherson’s brigade marched through Khurd Kabul Pass yesterday, aud 
U 3 
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to-day goes to Padshah-i-Mina near Tezin. This route is the direct 
and the Haft Kotal is avoided. All well. ESee pe niekaA Sang, 





Enclosure 5 in No. 38, 
Telegram, No. A.-1344, dated 8th November 1879. 


From Forgien Secrerary, Simla, to Generat Watson, Ali Khel. 


MacpPHERSON | met Gough at Katta Sang, 7th; his brigade has marched by Khord 
Kabul to Tezin. Headmen of villages accompanied. No signs of tribes’ stirrinc 
9th Lancers reached Kabul, 5th. = 





Enclosure 6 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 11th November 1879. 


From Generar Rozerts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Forrien Secretary, Simla. 

Kasut, 8th November.—General Macpherson met General Bright’s advance force at 
Katta Sang on 6th instant. Yesterday road on eastern side of Latabund Kotal, the 
point I reached on 2nd instant, was reconnoitred by Macpherson and reported easy. As 
further inspection of Khurd Kabul line confirms its difficulties, I have decided to make 
main communication by Latabund route. Construction of road and telegraph will now 
be pushed on rapidly. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 11th November 1879. 


From Generar Roserts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Foreten Secretary, Simla. 

Kasut, 8th November.—Muhammad Shah Khan and Mazula Khan, two influential 
Ghilzai Chiefs of Hisarak, have joined General Macpherson, and will be here to-morrow 
or next day. ‘Their coming in relieves me of anxiety for safety of road about Jagdallak. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 11th November 1879. 


From Genrrat Rorerts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Forercn Secrerary, Simla. 

Kasut, 7th November.—Two Kabul Regiments, stationed in Turkestan, returned of 
their own accord few days ago, and dispersed on arriving this side of the Bamian. J sent 
messengers to try and make them come in here and deliver up their arms, promising they 
should not be in any way molested: they were not to be persuaded, but sent in nearly 
500 stands of arms, upwards of 100 camels, and some tents. 

Macpherson reports from Camp near Tezin, that country beyond Kburd Kabul is 
fairly open and road easy. Aili well. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 38. 
Telegram, dated 5th November 1879. 


From Magor St. Jonn to Foreign Secnetary, Simla, 


Procuamation sent to Herat and Furrah with copies of order entrusting government 
of Kandahar to Sher Ali. Have enclosed them in letters to Ayub and Mir Afzal, 
adding only that from these papers actual state of affairs will be seen, and kindness and 
moderation of British Goverment be displayed. Letter to Mir Afzal goes hy his som, 


who returns to-day. 
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Enclosure 10 in No, 38. 
Telegram dated 6th November 1879. 


From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Forrtcn Secretary, Simla. 


Weexty summary of news. We hear from Kelat-i-Ghilzai that the Tarakis gathered 
in considerable numbers after the action at Shahjui, expecting an advance into their 
country, but dispersed on becoming assured of the return of the troops to Kelat. Sirdar 
Muhammad Yusaf Khan left on Sunday for Kabul, accompanied by Subadar-Major 
Abdullah Khan, 26th N. I., who has done cxcellent service here in the Political 
Department, and goes to jcin General Roberts. General Hughes is expected on the 
sth. General Palliser left for India on the 3rd. Captain Molloy has arrived at Kelat-i- 
Ghilzai. 

A recent caravan from Herat does not confirm news of dispersion of Kabuli regiments 
there. Muhammad Ayub Khan is practically imprisoned by them in the citadel. The 
result of news of Amir’s abdication reaching Herat as yet unknown. 

Publication of proclamation and confirmation of Sher Ali’s authority until final settle- 
ment of future of country has had excellent effect here on mass of people. But the 
extreme fanatics are much disturbed, though they have little inflnence. An influential 
Mullah, disgusted at the apathy of his countrymen, has sold his property and gone to 
Mecca. Weather still very fine. Health of troops excellent. 


Enclosure 11 in No. 38. 
Telegram No. A.-1326, dated 7th November 1879. 
From Foreren Secretary, Simla, to Genera Stewart, Kandahar. 


Fottowine from Teheran :— 

The Herat correspondent reports, writing on the 12th ultimo, that Ayub Khan was 
then endeavouring to send the three Kabui regiments, who recognized and killed 
General Fakir Ahmed Khan, to Kabul, without arms; but that they had refused to go 
without the other Kabul regiments, their arms, and artillery. In (sic) these a conflict 
anticipated between the Herat and Kabul regiments. He had collected three thousand 
Irregular Cavalry outside the town, which is very disturbed; and he has no money, 
having collected and ‘spent the year’s revenue in advance. The correspondent adds that 
affairs are in such state that, if the English appear at Sabzewar, the troops would 
disperse without offering resistance. He describes Turkestan as in condition of anarchy. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 38. 
Telegram dated 7th November 1879. 


From Mayor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreron Sncretary, Simla. 

A Sepoy of the 15th Sikhs was murdered on Wednesday evening by two men 
unknown. Sirdar has offered a thousand rupees reward for their detection ; and issued 
proclamation warning people that such outrages may cause the English Government 
to repent of the lenity with which Kandahar has been treated. 

On Ist November a Ghazi attempted to murder men of guard of Captain Molloy on 
way to Kelat, and stabbed two men, not dangerously. He was secured and made over to 
Governor of Kelat for execution. He is a Kakar, and was on road to join Sahib Jan 
When he heard of that Chief’s defeat and death. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 38. 
No. 31, dated Kabul, 29th October 1879. 
From Mason-Gunenar Sm I*. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C.,{Commanding Kabul Expeditionary 
Force, to A. C. Lyant, Ksq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 


I Have the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the Governor. 
veneral in Council, Persian translation of the proclamation forwarded with your telegrain 
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of the 23rd instant. It was issued by me yesterday, and copies in Persian w; : 

distributed. y . as mudely 
2. I also forward copy and Persian translation of a proclamation issued by m 

in which I announce that I have assumed control of the State Treasur , the collecton’} 

revenue, and the expenditure of public money. y 


Enclosure 14 in No. 38. 
Telegram No. E.-7, dated 28th October 1879. 


From Generat Roserts, Kabul, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


PROCLAMATION, as received with your message of 23rd, will be issued to day. Further 
proclamation, as directed in your telegram of 24th, will be issued to-morrow. 





Enclosure 15 in No. 38. 


Prociamation to the People of Kabul, dated 29th October 1879. 


In my proclamation of yesterday I announced that His Highness the Amir had of his 
own free will abdicated, and that, for the present, the Government of Afghanistan 
would be carried on under my supervision. I now proclaim that, in order to provide for 
the cost of administration, I have taken possession of the State Treasury ; and that until 
the British Government shall declare its will as to the permanent arrangements to be 
made for the future good government of the country, the collection of revenue and the 
expenditure of public money will be regulated by me. All persons concerned are 
hereby informed that they must obey without dispute or delay such orders as may be 
issued by me in regard to the payment of taxes and other connected matters; and J 
give plain warning that any one resisting or obstructing the execution of such orders 
will be treated with the utmost severity as an enemy of the British Government. 





No. 39. 
Tevecram from Viceroy, 17th November 1879, to SecreTARY oF STATE. 


Press letter from Kabul reports atrocities by 72nd on wounded Afghans. On 
inquiry, Roberts reports charge refers to Goorkhas, not 72nd. Believed to have set fire 
to clothes of dead Afghans. 

Full inquiry ordered. 





No. 40. 
No. 236 of 1879. 
Government of India—Foreign Department. 


To the Ricut Honouraste VISCOUNT CRANBROOK, Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for India. 

My Lorp, Simla, the 20th November 1879. 
We have the honour, in continuation of former despatches, to submit a summary 

of information received from Afghanistan during the past week. 
2. General Roberts has reported that on the 11th instant he issued a Besa 
granting a free and complete amnesty to all persons who have fought against the British 
troops since 3rd September, provided that they give up any arms mn their ee 
and return to their homes. From this amnesty are excluded all persons concerne 7 
the attack on the Residency, or found in possession of property of the members of : : 
Embassy, and those who, knowing the Amir’s position in the British camp, instigate 
the troops and people of Kabul to take up arms against the British troops. di 
3. Sirdar Wali Muhammad has cffered to undertake the charge of Afghan-Tur ots 
and desires to proceed to that province with the object of bringing its administra i 

into subordination to the central authority at Kabul; but his proposals are stil] unc 
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consideration, Sirdar Shahbaz Khan has been sent by General Robetus into Kohistan. 
The Governor of Ghazni has arrived at Kabul, having been induced to tender his sub- 
mission to the British authorities mainly, it is understood, by his inability to control the 
tribes in the neighbourhood of Ghazni, where some disturbances are reported to have 
occurred. A foraging party from General Macpherson’s brigade has been attacked by 
anumber of Safis of Tagao, at Doaba, the junction of the Panjsher and Kabul rivers, 
but the attacking party was successfully driven off with severe loss. General Watson 
reports from Kurram that the Chakmanis have submitted to the terms imposed upon 
them. The troops under Gencral Gordon, which were sent against this tribe, have 
returned ; and General Tytler moves into the Zaimusht country within a tew days. 

4, At Kandahar and Kelat-i-Ghilzai all is reported quiet; many Chicfs of the 
Taraki tribe have tendered their submission to the British officer at Kelat-i-Ghilzai. 
From Herat there have been reports that Sirdar Ayub Khan is levying cavalry among 
the tribes, but the state of affairs in that part of Afghanistan is still very little known, 
though it is believed that the Sirdar’s situation is precarious; and there are various 
indications that both he and Mir Afzul (who is still holding Furrah) meditate a retreat 
towards Persia whenever their independent position at Herat or Furrah becomes no 
longer tenable. 

5. We enclose copy of a letter from Sir Frederick Roberts, reporting his proceedings 
at Kabul. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
Ek. B. JOHNSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 12th November 1879. 


Irom Generar Roserts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to loreign Secretary, Simla. 


Kanu, 9th November. Yesterday General Baker with small force surrrounded 
Indiki, a village at south end of Chardeh Valley, and from which our reconnoitring 
parties were fired at on 5th October. Between 40 and 5U soldiers were made prisoners 
and information received of whereabouts of some 60 more; 40 muskets and rifles 
were found, also number of swords and knives. I inflicted, in addition, heavy fine 
of grain on village for part it took in the opposition we experienced on 6th October. 

General Macpherson reconnoitred on 7th instant to entrance of Lughman Valley, 
crossing Kabul river and encamping about eight miles from Katta Sang. Last three 
miles of march through cultivated lands of Sarobi, a very prosperous loooking settle- 
ment ; people civil; supplies and forage abundant; elevation of the camp 3,400 feet ; 
climate of course much milder than that of Kabul. All well. 





Enclosure 2 in No, 40. 
‘Telegram, dated 12th November 1879, 


From Generar. Ronents, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Forrtan Sucrerary, Simla. 
_Kauun, 10th November. Macpherson reports that road on left bank of Kabul 
ter leading towards Lughman is good so far as he has been, and that merchants 
nee on road state it is casy to Jellalabad. This information has been sent to General 
right. 

Bala Hissar is being rapidly dismantled ; all guards will be withdrawn to-day, and 
destruction of gunpowder commenced to-morrow, sufficient being kept to blow up 
lefences and to meet other requirements. 

Letters posted at Simla on 28th October have apparently been lost en route. Latest 
date by post 31st October; by telegraph 6th November. 

Major Cavagnari’s watch was brought in yesterday, All well. 


Paar, X 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 12th November 1879. 


From Genera Watson, Kurram, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


Cuakmants. submitted to our terms. I returned to Kurram to-day, 


: . leav; 
General Gordon and Captain Conolly with the troops to complete arrangements, ane 


Enclosure 4 in No. 40, 
Telegram, dated 12th November 1879. 


From General Roserts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Foretcn SECRETARY, Simla, 


Kasut, eleventh November. Following is text of Proclamation which will be 
issued to-day:—To all whom it may concern. On the twelfth October, Shawal, a 
Proclamation, was issued, in which I offered a reward for the surrender of any person 
who had fought against the British troops since the third September, fifteenth Ramazan 
and had thereby become a rebel against the Amir Yakub Khan. I have now received 
information which tends to show that some at least of those who shared in the Opposition 
encountered by the British troops during their advance on Kabul were led to do so by 
the belief that the Amir was a prisoner in my camp, and had called upon the soldiery 
and people of Kabul to rise on his behalf. Such persons, although enemies to the 
British Government, were not rebels against their own Sovereign. And the great 
British Government does not seek for vengeance against enemies who no longer resist, 
It may be that few only of those who took up arms were thus led away by the state- 
ments of evil-minded men; but rather than punish the innocent with the guilty, I am 
willing to believe that all were alike deceived. On behalf of the British Government, 
therefore, I proclaim a free and complete amnesty to all persons who have fought against 
the British troops since the third September, fifteenth Ramazan; provided that they 
now give up any arms in thcir possession and return to their homes. The offer of a 
reward for the surrender of such persons is now withdrawn, and they will not for the 
future be molested in any way on account of their opposition to the British advance. 
But it must be ciearly understood that the benefits of this amnesty do not extend to any 
one, whether soldier or civilian, who was concerned directly or indirectly in the attack 
upon the Residency, or who may hereafter be found in possession of amy property 
belonging to members of the Embassy. ‘To such persons no mercy will be shown. 
Further, I hold out no promise of pardon to those who, well knowing the Amir's 
position in the British camp, instigated the troops and people of Kabul to take up 
arms against the British troops. ‘They have been guilty of wilful rebellion against 
the Amir’s authority, and they will be considered and treated as rebels, wherever 
found. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 13th November 1879. (Extract.) 


From Genera Rosents, Kabul, to Foreien Secretary, Simla, 
Kanut, llth November. Wali Muhammad has agreed to go to Turkestan; 
and Shahbaz Khan to Kohistan. Wali has orders not to interfere with Shahzada 
Hassan of Badakshan. After inquiries as to his present position, I will deal with him 


direct. : 
Dull grey sky to-day and heavy clouds upon the hills ; it looks like snow. 


Bala Hissar completely evacuated yesterday, pending destruction of powder. Guards 
replaced by native chowkidars. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 14th November 1879. 


From Generat Roperts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Foretan Secretary, Simla. 


Kasur, 12th November. General Macpherson reports that a Company 67th Regimen, 
under Captain Poole, escorting foraging party to Doaba, at junction of Panjsher 8 
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Kabul Rivers, was attacked by 700 to 1,000 Safis of Tagao. He went to assistance of 
Company with 150 of 67th foot, 80 of the 28th Native, Infantry, four mountain guns, 
and a Squadron 12th Bengal Cavalry. The latter arriving firat were dismounted and 
sent forward. The guns came into action twice ‘with good effect. Pursuit continued 
for six miles. Severe loss inflicted on the enemy who fled, leaving their dead on the 
ground. Our casualties were three, 67th Foot, and one, 28th Native Infantry, killed. 
Captain Poole and four, 67th Toot, wounded. All wounded doing well. Macpherson 
will be at Latabund to-day, and will commence construction of road over that Kotal. 
Telegraph line completed eight miles beyond Butkhak will be finished to General 
Macpherson’s camp this evening. 
Snow fell here yesterday, but has nearly disappeared. All well. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 14th November 1879. 


From GeneraL Ronerts, Kabul, through Jagdallak, to Foreign Secrurary, Simla. 


Kasur, 13th November. Six thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine rifles and guns 
have been brought in to date. Of these, seven hundred and forty-two are English 
Enfield, and five hundred and sixty English Snider, rifles. 


Telegraph linc completed to 25 miles beyond Kabul. 
I am sending away with the sick and wounded all the elephants, spare bullocks, and 


sick transport animals to economise consumption of forage here as much as possible. 
Weather clear. All well. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 14th November 1879. 


From Genera Roserts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Forricn Secretary, Simla. 
Kasur, 12th November. Snow fell on hills all round last night, and a little fell here. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 16th November 1879. 


From Generat Roverts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Foretcn Secretary, Simla. 
Kasur, 14th November. Convoy of sick and wounded started to-day for India. All 
sick left at Kabul are now comfortably housed. Quarters for British portion of force 
will be ready in few days; huts for natives are progressing. Two severe earthquakes 
yesterday. All well. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 17th November 1879. 


From Genera Roserts, Kabul, through Gandamak, to Voreten Secretary, Simla. 

Kanu, 15th November. There will be no difficulty in making a road from Kabul to 
Katta Sang, 40 miles on the road towards Gandamak. It will probably be ready for 
wheeled traffic in a month. Beyond Katta Sang report on road has no doubt been 
submitted by General Bright. Post now comes in fairly regularly, letters from Simla 
arriving on seventh day. I am making inquiries about carricr pigeons, and suggest that 
Officer Commanding at Peshawur and Jellalabad do the same. They would prove 
useful in event of telegraph line being cut or road communication being temporarily 
interrupted. All well. 


Iinclosure 11 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 17th November 1879. 


From Gunera Roserts, Kabul, through Jagdallak, to Forercn Sucrerary, Simla. 


touts {6th November. Governor of Ghazni reached this yesterday. Macpherson’s 
Nigade will remain at and near Butkhak, while sick and wounded are en route to 
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’ 


Jagdallak. Road to and beyond Butkhak progressing fairly well. No hews of 


importance. Weather fine; troops healthy. All well. 





Enclosure 12 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 17th November 1879. 


From Genera Roserts, Kabul, to Foreran Secretary, Simla. 


Kanut, 16th November. Macpherson reports all quiet about Tezin, and the people 
very civil. Sirdar Shahbaz Khan has started for Kohistan as Governor, with an dee 
of twenty thousand for collection of forage. Muhammad Hassan Khan goes to Maisan 
with ten thousand for same purpose. Abdulla Khan with twenty thousand goes to Logar, 
I propose to abandon system of district collections and to assess each district for lum 
payment of bhoosa, grass, &c. Asmatulla Khan has not come in, and [ doubt his doine 
so until he has a promise of being reinstated in all his former possessions and compensated 
for all loss suffered since the peace. 1 have now directed Warburton and Tucker to 


hold no further communication with him, leaving Hastings to do all that is required from 
this. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 17th November 1879. 


From Generar Rozerts, Kabul, to Foreign Secrerary, Simla. 


Supapar-Mason Asputsza Kuan, of the 26th Native Infantry, and Sirdar Muhammad 
Yusaf, a brother of the Jate Amir Sher Ali Khan, and recently Governor of Giriskh and 
Zamindawar, have been sent in by General Stewart. They report the country about 
Ghazni very unsettled, and the whole road more or Icss unsafe. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 18th November 1879. 


From Generac Roserts, Kabul, to Foreren Secretary, Simla. 


Kano, 17th November. Macpherson’s brigade will return here on Thursday. On 
same day Baker with small force will proceed towards Maidan in direction of Ghazni to 
collect supplies and to settle country, reports having reached me that a Mullah is trying 
to create disturbance, and has collected a certain number of men between this and 
Ghazni. All well. 


Enclosure 15 in No. 40. 
Tclegram, dated 18th November 1879). 


Irom Generac Roserrs, Kabul, to Foreran Secretary, Simlg. 


igsth November. Telegraph line will be completed between Kabul and India on 
20th. I hope sick convoy from this and convoy of treasure from Gandamak met at 
Sch Baba, 23 miles beyond Butkhak, yesterday. All well. 


enclosure 16 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 19th November 1879. 


From Generar Batcut, Gandamak, to Foreien Srcretary, Simla. 
Trecrapnic communication open through to Kabul to-day. 
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Enclosure 17 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 14th November 1879. 


From Mason Sr. Jonn, Kandahar, to Foreicn Secretary, Simla. 


A veserter from Kandahar regiment stationed at Herat, which he left 23 days ago, 
states that Ayub was assembling tribal mounted levies, and had issued five months’ pay 


to soldiers. 





Enclosure 18 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 14th November 1879. (Extract.) 


From Mayor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreign Secretary, Simla. 


WevkLy summary of news. General Ilughes returned from Kelat-i-Ghilzai on 8th. 
Captain Molloy writes that everything is quict at that place. Muhammad Afzal and 
Sadu Khan, rival chiefs of Hotak clan, were both with him. Many chiefs of the 
Taraki, Sahib Jan’s tribe, had also sent in offering submission. Supplies were coming 
in plentifully. 

On the 10th, Sirdar Muhammad Hassan Khan, nephew of Sirdar Sher Ali, arrived 
here from Kabul, where he went with Nawab Ghulam Hassan Khan. He reports road 
unsafe for small parties. Most of the Duranis in Amir’s service are on their way back 
to their homes at Kandahar. 

His Excellency the Governor of Bombay arrived here on short visit to Sir D. Stewart 
on the 13th. He leaves on the 16th, vid the Gwajjeh Pass. 

There is no news from Herat. 


Enclosure 19 in No. 40. 
Telegram, dated 18th November 1879. 


From Sir D. Stewart Kandahar, to Foreran Secrrrary, Simla. 


Cuters of Taraki Ghilzais from country beyond Kelat-i-Ghilzai frontier have come 
here to submit, and ask for service. Have referred them to Kabul, and informed 


Roberts. 


Enclosure 20 in No, 40. 
No. 34, dated Kabul, 4th November 1879. (Extract.) 


From Masor-Gunerat Sm I’. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expeditionary 
Force, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Forcign 
Department. 

Tuave the honour to submit, for the information of his Excellency the Governor- 
General in Council, a brief account of the political situation in Kabul during the last 
fortnight. 

With regard to the Amir Yakub Khan, I have already reported by telegraph that 
the instructions conveyed have been carried out. On the 28th His Highness was 
informed that his resignation had been accepted ; and the Proclamation forwarded to ine 
by order of Her Majesty’s Government was published for gencral information the same 
day. The government of the country will for the present be carried on under my 
Immediate supervision, without the declared aid of any Afghan Chief or Sirdar. I have 
explained my reasons for thinking this arrangement preferable to the formation of a 
Provisional native government, and I need not therefore state them here. I am convinced 
that no good could result from the introduction of any Afghan element into the 
administration, pending the final orders of Government as to the (lisposal of the 
country. 

Yakub Khan has surrendered treasure amounting to some cight or nine lakhs of 
Tupees in gold coin; there must be more, as I understand he quite recently took by 
force from Abdulla Jan’s mother the sum of rupees 1,700,000. I have given him a 
receipt for the money, which he claims as his own property, and have informed him that 
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if his Exceileney the Governor-General in Council holds his. claim to be yal; 

; : : : ; : ; valid, th 
money will be returned to him hereafter. With this arrangement he has es 
himself satisfied. Ihave also informed him that I shall not be content ea 
delivered up the whole of the treasure he was in possession of as Amir of Kabul one 

In obedience to instructions I have assumed possession of the State Treasur 
have announced that for the future the collection of revenue and expenditure of » ae 
money will be under my control. A copy of the Proclamation in which this sitod . 
ment was made I have already submitted. ounce- 

I mentioned in my letter No. 21 of the 20th October that some doubt had been 
thrown on Yakub Khan’s conduct in connexion with the fight at Charasiah. The 
suspicion has, to a certain extent, been strengthened by the production of a iettae 
supposed to have been written by Yakub’s uncle, Nek Muhammad Khan, in which he 
states that he was personally ordered by the Amir to raise a holy war against us. A 
copy of this letter has also been submitted for the information of his Excellency the 
Governor-General in Council. It is not, however, conclusive proof of Yakub’s bad 
faith, for there is some doubt as to its being authentic, and it was brought to me by Sirdar 
Wali Muhammad, whose feelings towards Yakub are openly unfriendly. I have been 
unable to ascertain the name of Nek Muhammad’s supposed correspondent. 

_ The city is quict and scems likely to remain so, and I am in hopes that the couutry 
in general is settling down. Certainly the collection of supplies has become much 
easier. I have now nearly enough for the winter, and large quantities of grain 
and other necessaries are coming in daily. It is probable that the Afghan troops 
formerly in Kabul, have carried disaffection with them into a good many parts of the 
country. Some hundreds of men, armed with Enfields or Sniders, are believed to have 
assisted in the late attack on the British position at the Shuturgurdan, and similar 
bodies would very likely be found elsewhere if any disturbance occurred. Further, 
there is no certainty as to the intentions of Ayub Khan, and the state of affairs 
generally in Herat and the northern provinces. But I hope to bring in and disarm a 
good many of the troops, who are probably holding together from fear rather than from 
any fixed intention of giving trouble; and | think that I shall ere long succeed in exerting 
some pressure on the outlying provinces. On the whole, therefore, though the situation 
is not without its difficulties, I feel that there is a fair prospect. of tiding over the winter 
without disorder here or elsewhere. 

The proclamation of the Amir’s resignation has I believe, had a favourable effect 
on the tribes around Kabul. Asmatula Khan seems now resolved to come in; and many 
other influential men from Tezin, Khurd Kabul, and the neighbourhood have already 
done so. I have strong hopes that the advance of General Bright’s and General 
Macpherson’s forces will now be unopposed, and that regular communication will soon 
be opened with Jellalabad. As it is, I have only heard of tavo mail robberies on this road, 
though runners have been constantly passing over it for the last fortnight. In order to 
co-operate with the Khyber column, a brigade under the command of Brigadier-General 
Macpherson, V.C., C.B,, marched from here for Butkhak on the lst November. To-day 
General Macpherson advances to Khurd Kabul, and he will go on by the Tezin route to 
meet General Bright. 

On the 2nd, I went out myself to Butkhak, and examined the Latabund Pass as far 
as the Kotal. The hills through which the road passes are fairly open, and the road 
itself can I think without difficulty be made practicable for guns. On the 3rd I rode 
through the Chinari Pass to its junction with the Khurd Kabui Pass; and back to 
Butkhak by the latter. |The former pass, so far as I went, was difficult and not capable 
of improvement. The road lies for considerable distances between precipitous rocks 
along the bed of the stream, which has to be crossed and re-crossed incessantly, and the 
heights could not easily be occupicd during the passage of a force. 1 think the Latabund 
or Khurd Kabul will prove decidedly the best for a permanent route. 

The camp was moved on the 31st ultimo from the Siah Sang: heights to the Sherput 
cantonments, which I propose to occupy during the winter. ‘The buildings inside 
the cantonment are not yet fit for use, but though frost has now sct m at night, the 
days are warm, and the troops will not suffer any inconvenience from remaining 4 few 
weeks longer in the open. ; ; ; 

Brigadier-General Gough, after relieving the forec which had becn surrounded ane 
attacked on the Shuturgurdan, arrived in cantonments this morning with the 9th Lancers, 
No. 1 Mountain Battery, 3rd Sikhs, 5th Punjab Infantry, and 5th Punjab Cavalry. _ 

On lcaving Ali Khel I purposely brought with me certain Maliks of the neigh- 
houring tribes, with the view of sending them back later on, after our occupation ° 
Kabul should have been completed. 1 took the opportunity of General Gough's 
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return to the Shuturgurdan to Ict those men re-join their people, fecling confident that 
their account. of our successes here would have a quieting effect upon the tribes. I have 
since heard both from Colonel Moncy and from General Gordon that their arrival was 
in fact most opportune. They were able at once to contradict all the unfounded reports 
then in circulation among the ignorant tribesmen, and to vouch for the fact that a British 
army was in possession of the Bala Hissar. I am assured that this information had 
much to do with dispersing the numerous bands which had gathered round Ali Khel and 
the Shuturgurdan, 

Major Hastings is now engaged in collecting information for a report upon the 
revenue system and financial condition of the country ; and I hope to forward at an early 
date approximate statistics regarding the receipts and cost of administration. 

Now that there is a fair prospect of rapid and uninterrupted communication with 
India, I will submit weekly Political Diaries in the usual form. It seemed useless to do’ 
this so long as our communications were slow and uncertain, but from the Sth instant 
diaries will be despatched regularly ; and telegraphic summaries of news will also be 
submitted twice or thrice a week as may be necessary. 


Enclosure 21 in No. 40. 
No. A.-1346, dated Simla, 8th November 1879. 


From A. C. Lyatt, Eso., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Depart- 
ment, to Masor-Generan Sr FEF, 8. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding 
Expeditionary l’orce, Kabul. 

I am directed by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council to 
acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated Bala Hissar, Kabul, 16th October 1879. 

2. In reply, I am to inform you that His Excellency the Viceroy approves and 
confirms your nomination, as reported in your letter, of a Commission for the investigation 
of the causes and circumstances of the attack upon the British Residency at Kabul. 
The appointment of Major-General Hills, C.B., V.C., to exercise the chief authority in 
and around Kabul, is also sanctioned. 

3. You have prohibited under severe penalty the carrying of arms within or in the 
vicinity of the city. These orders, with all the other precautions which you have found 
necessary for the security of your position, the prevention of disorder, and the personal 
safety of the British officers and soldiers under your command, are approved by His 
Excellency the Viceroy in Council, who desires me to add that the Government of 
India fully appreciate the judgment and ability with which you are executing your 
Instructions. 

4. With regard to the measures to be taken in consequence of the Amir’s definite 
abdication, and in view to the existing situation of affairs in Afghanistan, I am_ to 
observe that you have already received and published the Proclamation ordered by Her 
Majesty’s Government. Upon these matters, and in respect to the future movement 
and position of His Highness the Amir [who is to remain for the present in your Camp] 
you will await further instructions from the Government of India. 


No. 41. 
Tetecram from VICEROY, 30th November 1879, to SECRETARY OF STATE. 


_ Roserrs telegraphs that the movements of a well-known Mullah are causing uneasiness 

m the country, especially in Wardak and Kohistan, where people are reported under 

some excitement. Robcrts expects that departure of Amcer from Kabul for India to- 

Morrow, Ist, may have quicting effect. His proposal to deport also Yahya Khan and 
Inisters, arrested 12th Octobcr, has been sanctioned as politically necessary. 
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No. 42. 


To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor ‘Generac or Inpta in Counen, 
(No. 49). 


My Lor, India Office, London, 11th December 1879, 


Para. I. I have to acknowledge the receipt of the letters of your Excellency’, 

Government, marginally noted, reporting the particulars 
received from various sources, of the attack made on the 
0 » .  . British Mission at Cabul on the 3rd September, the 
Sole sie a mee » measures taken under the orders of your Excellency in 
» » 217, 5 9th , 5, Council to enforce redress for that murderous outrage, and 


ee | eens (ee ; bapa 
OOF ona toned oo the course of events in Afghanistan subsequent to the 


Letler, No. 202, dated 15th Sept. 1879. 
» » 204, 4, 25th ,, 
” ” 210, 


886, |, 30th Niv” renewal of military operations. 
» 2sl, yy 6t) OV. 5, . x . 
ee Aig 2. In my despatch of the 18th September, written upon 


receipt of the telegraphic reports of the disaster of the 3rd 
idem, I reserved the expression of any opinion on the part of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment as to the causes to which the catastrophe might be attributed. The further details 
which have since reached them in your letters under reply are so conflicting in character 
that they throw but little light on the question. It is clear, from the last reports and 
letters received from the late Sir L. Cavagnari, that, in spite of some manifestations of 
turbulence by certain of the Amir’s regiments, that able and experienced officer was, 
under no apprehension in regard to the immediate future; and it is still impossible for 
Her Majesty’s Government to arrive at any positive conclusion whether the outbreak, 
which had such deplorable consequences, was a mere cbullition of mutinous troops not 
in the first instance directed against the British Mission, whether it was the result of 
popuiar discontent at the residence of a foreign Envoy at the Court of the Amir, or 
whether it was the outcome of intrigue on the part of Afghan notables at Cabul or else- 
where, set on foot for their own purposes. Scarcely less obscure up to this time is the 
further question of the complicity of the Amir Yakub Khan, who cannot, however, 
even if wholly innocent of participation in the crime, be acquitted of discreditable 
timidity and want of resource in the presence of a grave emergency. 

3. Her Majesty’s Government have followed with gratification the military move- 
ments which resulted in the occupation of the city of Cabul by the force under 
Lieutenant-Gencral Sir I*. Roberts. They highly appreciate the skill with which the 
operations were conducted, and the cheerfulness and courage shown by all ranks in their 
execution in the face of a foe, not insignificant in numbers, with the advantage of strong 
positions, and having the sympathy probably of many thousands who would have become 
open allies had the success of the British arms been less rapid and decisive. It is also 
very satisfactory that the communication between Cabul and India by the Khyber 
Pass, and the military re-occupation of Candahar, should have been effected without 
oppusition. , 

4. Her Majesty’s Government entirely approve the measures taken by General 
Roberts after his arrival at Cabul for the conviction and punishment of persons concerned 
in the attack on the Embassy, and for the maintenance of order in the city and 
surrounding district. They still await information of the amount of fine intended to be 
levied on the inhabitants as a penalty for the part taken by them in the outbreak. — 

5. Her Majesty's Government will be glad to receive at an carly date, the views of 
your Excellency in Council in regard to the re-organization of the administration ot 
Afghanistan. ‘Ube determination of the Amir Yakub Khan to retire from the position 
to which, by his father’s appointment and the assent of the Sirdars and people, he so 
lately succeeded, left no alternative but to proclaim the temporary assumption by the 
British Government of authority throughout the country. At Candahar, under the 
judicious supervision of Lieutenant-General Sir D. Stewart, the native Governor, Sirdar 
Shere Ali Khan, to whom control over a wide district has been delegated, appears to be 
conducting affairs with ability and success; but elsewhere the ordivary functions of 
Government are necessarily in abeyance. 

6. Pending further information, Her Majesty’s Government will not attempt to decide 
the mode in which the several provinces of Afghanistan shall eventually be governed, 
but it seems clear that there is no chance of the establishment of one Government for 
the whole of the late kingdom which would give promise of permanence. "They aS 
their final opinion on the point until they are in possession of the views of your Exce . 
lency in Council. Her Majesty’s Government fully recognise the many difficulties by 
which the question is surrounded, but they trust that, with the assistance of your !xce 
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lency, it may be possible to frame arrangements which will reconcile the interests of the 
Afehan Chiefs and people with the essential condition of security to the British Empire 
in India. 

en I have, &c. 

(Signed) CRANBROOK. 





No. 43. 
No. 243 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India. 


My Lorp, Fort William, the 19th December 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
General Gholam Hyder Khan, late Ment, copy of a letter No. 24, dated 24th October 1879, 
Deputy Governor of Afghan-Turkistan. from the Political Assistant, Kabul Expeditionary [’orce, 
ST ACAnaanGaA Khan, son of the late With accompanying translation of a letter from Major- 
Sirdar Sultan Muhammmud Khan, half- General Ivanoff, Governor of Zarafshan, to the address 
brother of the late Amir Dost Muham- of Muhammud Musa Khan (son of Amir Yakub Khan) 
lal Muhammud, a confidential ser- and others, mentioned in the margin. 
vant of the late Amir Sher Ali aan: We have, &e. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 

F. P. HAINES. 

A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 

A. CLARKE. 

J. STRACHEY. 

Ek. B. JOHNSON. 

W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 





Enclosure in No. 43. 
No, 24, dated Kabul, 24th October 1879. 


From H. M. Duranp, Esq., Kabul, to A. C. Lyanr, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the 
Government of India, Foreign Department. 


_ 1 am directed to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Governor Geueral 
im Council, a letter, in original, with translation, from Major-General Ivanoff, Governor 
nase to the address of His Highness the heir-apparent, Muhammud Musa Khan, 
and others. 


Translation of a Letter from Masor-Generat Tvanorr, Governor of Zarafshan, to the 
Address of the Heir-apparent, Munammun Musa Kuan, and others. 


On the 26th of Rabi-ul-Awul, at an auspicious moment, I received your letter which 
you sent to me, and understood its contents. I was very much pleased and at once 
communicated it to General Kauffmann, the Governor-General, With regard to what 
you wrote about the friendly relations between the Kussian and Afghan Governments, 
and your own desire for friendship, I have the honour to state that we are also desirous 
ol being friends. The friendship between the two Governments existed in the time of 
the late Amir, and [hope that it will be increased and strengthened by Amir Muham- 
mud Yakub Khan. May God change the wars in your country to happiness ; may 
Peace reign init; and may your Government be strengthened, I have been forwarding 
a your letters to the Governor-General, General Kauffman. May God keep you 
safe, 

The Zarafshan Province, Governor Major-General Iyanoff. 


Written and sealed by the General. 
Written on 29th Mart (March) 1879=5th Rabi-ul-Sani 1296. 


P 2az, Y 
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No 44. 
No. 244 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscounr Cransrook, 
for India. 


My Lorp, Fort William December 19 1879 
Ws have the honour to transmit, for the information of Her Majesty’s Gover 
ment, copy of a letter received from Lieutenant-General Sir l'rederick Roberts. re ott 
the substance of a conversation between himself and the ex-Amir Yakub Khan neha 
the political events and transactions which preceded the nevotiations between the 
Russian authorities at ‘Tashkend and the late Amir Sher Ali Khan, and led to the Amir’s 
eventual rupture with the British Government. 


Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 


We have, &c. 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
I. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
H. J. CLARKE. 
J. STRACHEY. 
ik. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON, 





‘nclosure in No. 44.° 
No. 50, dated Kabul, 22nd November 1879. (Extract.) 


From) Licur.-Genrran Sir PF. Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Field 
Force, to A. C, Lyat, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 


I wave the honour to submit a brief account of an interview which took place between 
the Amir Yakub Khan and myself on the 22nd October. The interview was a private 
and informal one; but recent events have lent some interest to what passed on the 
occasion, and I have, therefore, thought it desirable that a report should be prepared for 
the information of the Governor-General in Council. 

2. After some conversation upon matters of no special importance, the Amir introduced 
his father’s name, and thus gave me the opportunity I had often wished to have of 
leading him on to speak naturally and unconstrainedly about Sher Ali Khan’s feelings 
and policy during the last ten years. I was most careful to avoid any expression of my 
own views upon the subject in order that I might, if possible, obtain from the Amira 
perfectly spontaneous and truthful account of the circumstances which led, in his opinion, 
to Sher Ali’s estrangement from ourselves and rapprochement to Russia. In this I think 
I succeeded. Yakub Khan spoke readily and freely of all that had passed, and needed 
no question or suggestion from me to declare his conviction regarding the cause of his 
father’s unfriendly attitude towards us during the past few years. 

3. The substance of the Amir’s statement was as follows :— 

“In 1869 my father was fully prepared to throw in his lot with you. He had suffered 
many reverses before making himself secure on the throne of Afghanistan ; and he had 
come to the conclusion that his best chance of holding what he had won lay in an alliance 
with the British Government. He did not receive from Lord Mayo as large a supply ot 
arms and ammunition as he had hoped, but, nevertheless, he returned to Kabul fairly 
satisfied, and so he remained until the visit of Nur Muhammud Shah to India in 1873. 
This visit brought matters to a head. The diaries received from Nur Muhammud Shah 
during his stay in India, and the report which he brought back on his return, convinced 
my father that he could no longer hope to obtain from the British Government all the 
aid that he wanted; and from that time he began to turn his attention to the thoughts 
of a Russian alliance. You know how this ended. ; 

“‘ When my father reccived from the Government of India the letter informing him 
that a British Mission was about to proceed to Cabul, he read it out in Durbar. he 
members of the Russian Iimbassy were present. After the reading was finished, Colonel 
Stolietoff rose, saluted the Amir and asked permission to leave Kabul. If permitted, he 
would, he said, travel without delay to Tashkend, and report the state of affairs to 
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General Kauffmann, who would inform, the Tsar, and thus bring pressure to bear 
on England. He promised to return in six weeks or two months, and urged the Amir to 
do everything in his power meanwhile to prevent the British Mission from reaching 
vabul. 

eae aAl Stolictoff never returned to Kabul. He Jost no time in reaching Tashkend, 
where he remained for a few weeks, and he then started for Russia. : 

“The Afghan official, Mirza Muhammud Hassan Khan generally known as the 
‘Dabir-ul-Mulk,’ who had travelled with Colonel Stolietoff from the Oxus to Kabul, 
accompanied him on his return journey to Tashkend. Here the Mirza was detained 
under pretence that orders would shortly be received trom the Emperor, until the news 
of my father’s flight from Kabul reached General Kaufmann. He was then permitted to 
leave. Two Aides-de-Camp were sent with him, one an Envopean, the other a Native 
of Bokhara. 

“My father was strongly urged by General Kauffmann not to leave Kabul. <At 
the same time the members of the Embassy were ordered to return to Tashkend, 
the Doctor being permitted to remain with my father if his services were required. 

“Throughout, the Russian Embassy was treated with great honour, and at all stations 
between Mazar-i-Shariff and Kabul, orders were given for the troops to turn out, and 
for a salute to be fired on their arrival and departure.” 

4. I cannot; of course, vouch for the exact words used by Yakub Khan, but I am 
confident that the foregoing paragraph, which is written from notes taken at the time, 
contains a substantially accurate record of the conversation. 

5. It would be superfluous for me to advance any proof of the fact that for one reason 
or another, Sher Ali did during the Jatter part of his reign fall away from us and incline 
towards an alliance with Russia. But I think the closeness of the connexion between 
Russia and Kabul, and the extent of the Amiv’s hostility towards ourselves, has not hitherto 
been fully recognised. Yakub Khan’s statements throw some light upon this question, and 
they are confirmed by various circumstances which have lately come to my knowledge. 
The prevalence of Russian coin and wares in Kabul, and the extensive military pre- 
parations made by Sher Ali of late years, appear to me to afford an instructive comment 
upon Yakub Khan’s assertions. Our recent rupture with Sher Ali has, in fact, been the 
neans of unmasking and checking a very serious conspiracy against the peace and 
ecurity of our Indian Empire. 

6. The magnitude of Sher Ali’s military preparations is, in my opinion, a fact 
peculiar significance. I have already touched upon this point in a former letter, but 1 
shall perhaps be excused for noticing it again. Before the outbreak of hostilities last 
year the Amir had raised and equipped with arms of precision 68 regiments of infantry 
and 16 of cavalry. The Afghan artillery amounted to near 300 guns. Numbers of 
skilled artizans were constantly employed in the manufacture of rifled cannon and breach- 
loading small arms. More than a million pounds of powder and I believe several million 
rounds of home-made Snider ammunition, were in the Bala Hissar at the time of the late 
explosion. Swords, helmets, uniforms and other articles of military equipment were 
stored in proportionate quantities. Finally, Sher Ah had expended upon the construc- 
lion of the Sherpur Cantonments an astonishing amount of labour and money. The 
extent and cost of this work may be judged of from the fact that the whole of the troops 
under my command will find cover during the winter within the cantonment and its 
outlying buildings, and the bulk of them in the main line of rampart itself, which extends 
toa length of nearly two miles under the southern and western slopes of the Bemaru 
hills, Sher Ali’s original design was apparently to carry the wall entirely round the 
hills, a distance of five miles, and the foundations were already laid for a considerable 
Portion of this length. All these military preparations were quite unnecessary except as 
‘provision for contemplated hostilities with ourselves, and it is difficult to understand 
how their entire cost could have been met from the Afghan Treasury, the gross revenue 
ofthe country amounting only to about eighty lacs of rupees per annum. 

‘. [have referred to the prevalence of Russian coin and wares in Kabul as evidence of 
the growing connection between Russia and Afghanistan. [am unable to find proof 
that the Tsar’s coin was introduced in any other way than by the usual chamnels of trade. 
It is quite possible that the bulk of it, if not the whole, came in gradually by this means, 
the accumulation of foreign gold in particular being considerable in this country, whcre 

ittle gold is. coincd. Nevertheless, it seems to me acurions fact that the amount of 

Aussian money in circulation should be so large. No less than 13,000 gold pieces were 

ound among the Amir’s treasure alone; similar coins are exccedingly common in the 

city bazaar ; and great numbers of them are known to be in possession of the Sirdars. 
feourse English goods of all kinds are plentifil herc—thot is inevitable, particwlarly 
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with a considerable body of Hindu merchants settled in the city, 
abound. Glass, crockery, silks, tea, and many other things which would seem to be ¢ 

more easily procurable from India than trom Russian territory, are to be found in i 
quantities. A habit, too, seems to have been growing up among the Sirdars and ane 


of wearing uniforms of Russian cut, Russian buttons, Russian boots, and the like 


Russian goods and Russian ways seem, in fact, to have become the fashion j 
Aighanistan, ; 


but Russian goods also 


—_—_—_—_ ee, 


No. 45. 
No. 246 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 
To The Right Honourable Viscouny Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 


for India. 
My Lorp Fort William, 19th December 1879, 
WE have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government 
ite Gara copy of a letter* from Major-General Sir F. S. Roberts, 
PEP cus OvnmerA ts) K.C.B., V.C., submitting his Kabul Diary for the period 
from 1st to 8th November 1879. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 


I. P. HAINES. 

A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 

J. STRACHEY. 

E. B. JOHNSON, 
W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 45. 
No. 39, dated Kabul, 9th November 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Sir F. Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expedi- 
tionary Force, to A. C. Lyaur, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Depot. 


I wave the honour to submit Diary for the period between the Ist and 8th November, 
both days inclusive. 


Kabul Diary, dated Ist to 8th November 1879. (Extract.) 


1st November 1879.—A_ brigade under Brigadier-Gencral Macpherson, V.C., C.B., 
marched this morning for Butkhak, to open up communications with the Khyber colunmn. 
Many of the leading men about Khurd Kabul, and Tezin have come in, and arrange 
ments have been made with them for the establishment of a regular postal service between 
Butkhak and Seh Baba. They have now been ordered to report themselves to General 
Macpherson. ts 

Lieutenant Ramsay arrived in camp this afternoon. Ife has becn ordered to Jom 
Gencral Macpherson as Political Officer. ; sg 

ond November 1879.—This morning I rode out to Butkhak, and afterwards reconnoitre 
the Latabund Pass as far as the Kotul. oe ; ied 

3rd November 1879.—Rode through the Chunari Pass to its junction with the Khur 
Kabul, and back by the latter to Butkhak, 32 miles. : 

In the evening I rode back to Sherpur Cantonments, following the line of telegraph, 
which has now been laid as far as Butkhak. The distance as measured by the Telegraphic 
Department is about 15 miles. a : 

4th November 1879.—Captain Turner, who has been in political charge of ee 
ments on the Ali Khel road, came into camp to-day. He brought a number of prisoner 
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among whom were some Ghilzai Maliks, who had instigated the recent rising of the 
clans round the Shuturgurdan, and some Afghan soldiers. These will be tried by the 
Military Commission. 

5th November 1879.—The Kohistani headmen, who have been here for some time and 
have a good many grievances against Sher Ali and Yakub Khan, were assembled by 
Major Hastings this afternoon, and told that to prove their good faith they should 
at once gather and give up all arms formerly belonging to the Amir, a large number 
of which are believed to have found their way to Kohistan. Jor this purpose some of 
the headmen were dismissed, the remainder being retained as a measure of precaution. 
Ido not think the Kohistanis will prove very tractable about the surrender of arms, 
which are valued by them beyond everything; but the experiment is worth a trial. 
Before being dismissed. the headmen were informed that a Governor would shortly be 
appointed to the district, who would inquire into their complaints. They seemed 
satisfied. 

Amin Khan of Hangu, who accompanied me here, was allowed to return to-day ; his 

resence being no longer of any use. 

6th November 1879.—General Macpherson reports that on the 5th he advanced to 
within a short distance of ‘Tezin. 

This afternoon news arrived in camp that two Turkestani regiments which were 
marching on Kabul, had disbanded at Kot-i-Ashen, nine miles from here, and dispersed 
to their homes. J*our hundred and fifty stands of arms, some tents, and 110 camels, 
belonging to these regiments, have been brought in. ‘They had no guns. 

7tn November 1879.—I have determined to appoint Sirdar Wali Muhammad Khan 
Governor of ‘Turkistan, which I am assured he has more chance of holding than anyone 
else. He was asked to-day whether he would go. I caused him to be informed that if 
sol would advance him a lac of rupees, which would be recoverable from the revenues 
of the province ; that he could raise and take with him 1,000 Jezailchis and 500 horse, 
and that his great object must be to conciliate the troops and people, and preserve quiet 
in the province during the winter. The Sirdar objected to the sum offered as too small, 
and said that if he went he must have at least two lacs to start with, as a good deal of 
money would be required for the pay of his force, and for other purposes. I agreed to 
give the larger sum, and expect the Sirdar’s final answer to-morrow. If he goes, onc of 
his sons remains in my camp. 

For Kohistan, I think Shahbaz Khan is perhaps best fitted. His mother was a 
Kohistani, which makes him more acceptable to the people than other Sirdars ; but he is not 
aman of any talent, and I propose to send with him Sayud Muhammud, son of the late Nur 
Muhammud Shah, who will, I think, supply the deficiency. 

The Kohistani headmen will be informed to-morrow of the appointment of Shahbaz 
Khan, and ordered to accompany him without delay. 

Careful inquiries are being made regarding the manufacture of guns, rifles, ammu- 
nition, saddlery, and military equipments in general during the time of Sher Ali. Con- 
sidering the very rough means at their disposal, the Amir’s artizans have turned out some 
remarkably good work. They are now being examined. 

General Bright, after mecting General Macpherson near Tezin, has marched back to 
Jagdalak. 

The castern side of the Latabund Pass is reported casy and open. I am sending 
out the Chief Engineer to make a thorough examination, and if I find no unforeseen 
difficulties in the way, I shall try to mike the pass practicable at once before the 
show sets in, 

&th November 1879.—Muhammud Shah Khan and Mazulla Khan, two Icading 
Ghilzais of Iissarak, have come in. This will, L hope, ensure the safety of the road as 
far as Jagdalak. 

The Bala Hissar will be completely evacuated by our troops to-day or to-morrow. 
I un having the powder destroyed, and I think it safer to keep all troops out of the way 
for the present. T have made arrangements for guarding the gates and principal points 
hy means of chowkidars. 

_ Phe principal medical officer reports that the scarching parties have failed to find any 
European bodies among those buried near the Residency. have ordered the pits to be 
Closed, as further search seems useless, 
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No. 46. 
No. 248 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Forcign Department. 
To the Ricnr Hon. Viscounr Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, 


My Lorp Fort William, 19th D 
: ‘ aul, 1y e ber ‘ 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Gove 
ment, a copy of a letter from Lieut.-General Siy F. S. Roberts, K.C.B., V.¢C eh 
manding Kabul Field Force, No. 45, dated 19th November 1879, submittino hic din, 
tor the week ending 15th November. 5 Hany 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, 
A, CLARKE, 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON, 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 





Enclosure in No. 46. 
No. 45, dated Kabul, 19th November 1879. 


Irom Liret.-G ENERAL SiR I, Roverts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Vicld Force, 
to A. C. Lyatr, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 


I nave the honour to submit diary for the week ending 15th November 1879. 


Kabul Diary, 9th to 15th November 1879. (Extract.) 


9th November 1879.—The Kohistani head men were informed to-day that Shahbaz 
Khan was to go to Kohistan as Governor. They seemed satisfied with the arrangement. 

Letters received from Ghazni give news of disturbances there. It is said that Mullah 
Mushk-i-Alam has assembled a number of people with the intention of raising a holy 
war. Muhammud Sayad, the Governor of Ghazni, professcs his willingness to come in, 
and assures me he is doing his best to keep matters quict. 

10th November 1879.—Abdul Jabbar, formerly a Captain of Artillery in the Afghan 
army, and his father, Muhammud Akram, who had been sent down to collect information 
by Colonel Macgregor, have brought in a report about the disturbance at Ghazni and the 
state of affairs in the surrounding country. Muhammud Akram speaks of large bodics 
of tribesmen having assembled about the town under the orders of Mushk-i-Alam, but his 
evidence is not altogether to be depended upon. He did not himself sce any of the 
insurgents. The Wardak country he reports perfectly quiet, but full of disbanded 
soldiery. Abdul Jabbar calculates that four and a half or five complete regiments 
of infantry could be brought together in Wardak, all well armed, but says they have 
no guns. 

R letter, dated the 5th, received trom the Governor of Ghazni professing his willingness 
to come in, and his hope of dispersing the insurgents. In a second letter he announces 
that he has left (thazni, and is on his way to Kabul. 

Abdul Kadir, a former Governor, writes, accusing Muhammud Said of fomenting this 
disturbance himself. 

lith November 1879.—Heavy clouds on the hills all day, and a dull grey sky. At 
2 o'clock a dust storm came on which was succeeded about sunsct by a slight fall 
of snow. : 

I have completed my arrangements for the safe custody of the Bala Hissar during the 
destruction of the powder stored in the citadel. The gates will be held, and the walls 
and streets patrolled, by some 60 native chowkidars under the orders of Najaf Ali 
Khan, head man of the Arab community in Kabul. All military guards have heen 
withdrawn. 
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12th November 1879.—A proclamation was published to-day granting an amnesty to 
all persons who have fought against the British troops since the 3rd September. I am 
assured by General Daud Shah and others that this will have a quieting effect on the 
country and facilitate the collecting of supplies. 

This moming a telegram came in from General Macpherson reporting that a small 
party of the 67th Foot had been attacked on the 10th near Doaba, that a force had been 
sent out in support, and that the enemy, who were in considerable strength, had been 
defeated, and pursued for several miles. The assailants were Safis of Tagoo on the left 
bank of the Kabul river.. 

I have arranged to discontinue the direct collection of forage. Each district will now 
be required to produce a certain amount of bhoosa, grass, &c. An influential man will 
be sent out to each with an advance of money, and made responsible for the collection of 
the whole amount assessed. ‘This plan seems likely to prove less troublesome and more 
effective than the system of direct collection. 

13th November 1879.—-Two shocks of earthquake were felt to-day. 

Some Tajiks, who have come in from Ghazni, report the disturbance quieted and the 
insurgents dispersed. They say the Governor has left the city and is on his way to 
Kabul, or professes to be so. 

Sirdar Shahbaz Khan and the Kohistani head men were dismissed this afternoon. The 
head men were told that they must submit to the Sirdar’s authority, and exhorted to give 
up their family feuds and live quietly. I also impressed upon them the necessity for 
procuring the surrender of Government arms. Muhammud Afzul Khan, son of Abdul 
Karim Khan, was anxious for leave to avenge his father’s murder. He was told that 
inquiries would be made, and that in the meantime he must keep the peace. 

Shahbaz Khan gets an advance of Rupees 3,000 for immediate expenditure, and Rupees 
20,000 to collect forage. He will be accompanied by Mirza Habibulla Khan, son of 
Khan Shirin, Sayad Muhammud Shah being unwilling to go, and by any other Mirza he 
may name. 

14th November 1879.—Licutcnant Ramsay came in from Butkhak. 

Letters arrived from Lal Muhammud and other men sent by Sirdar Wali Muhammud 
Khan to Asmatulla Khan, with the view of inducing the latter to come in. They think 
he will not come unless his fort and all other property formerly held by him are first 
restored, and compensation promised for all losses inflicted on him since the Treaty of 
Gandamak. 

15th November 1879.—The Governor of Ghazni came in to-day. 
ares Macpherson reports all quict at 'Tezin, and the demeanour of the tribes 
viendly. 

Shahbaz Khan has not yet gone. He starts to-morrow morning. 

Sirdar Muhammud Hussein Khan, brother of Wali Muhammud, goes to Maidan to 
collect supplies. He has been given rupees 10,000 advance. Sirdar Abdulla Khan, son 
of Sirdar Sultan Muhammud Khan, will collect supplies in Logar. I have advanced him 
Rupees 20,000. 

The work upon the Lataband road is being pushed forward as rapidly as possible. The 
Chief Engineer will go out himself in a day or two to superintend. 

Telegraphic communication with India will, I hope, be established in a few days. The 
line is now complete from here to Barikab. 

The Military Commission disposed of 16 cases during the past weck. 78 persons in 
all have now been executed upon the recommendation of the Commissioners. 





No. 47. 
No. 249 of 1879. 


Foreign Department. 





tovernment of India. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 


India, 
My Lorn, Fort William, 19th December 1879. 
Wr have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
No. 34, dated 26th November 1879, ment, a copy of the letters noted on the margin, from 
*y Tat December, Licutenant-General Sir F. S. Roberts, K,C.B., V.C., 
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Commanding’ Kabul Field Force, submitting his political diaries (or the weeks + 
22nd and 26th November 1879, respectively. : ei SIs 
We have &ce. 
(Signed) LYTTON, 
bs IF. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT,. 
A. CLARKE. 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES, 
A. R. THOMPSON, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 47. 
No. 54, dated Kabul, 26th November 1879. 


From Lrevt.-Generat Sm F. Roserrs, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Field Vorce, 
to A. C. Lyatr, Esq., C.B.. Secretary to the Government of {udia, Foreign 
Department. : 


I wave the honour to submit Kabul Diary for the week ending the 22nd instant. 
The despatch of the diary has been delayed until to-day by my absence from Kabul. 


Kano. Drary, 16th to 22nd November 1879. 


16th November.—1 have asked Dr. Bellew to make a complete inquiry into the cas¢ 
of Muhammud Syud, Governor of Ghazni. There are a good many people now in 
camp who have, or profess to have, information regarding the recent disturbances in that 
quarter. 

17th November.—It is reported that five Kabuli regiments from Turkestan have 
arrived near Charikar on their way to their homes. They are said to have two guns 
with them, and to number about three thousand men. I have sent out General Parvez 
Shah Khan with orders to prevent their dispersion if possible, and to bring them in here. 
They are to be assured that no harm will happen to them, and I have sent them word 
that they will get something more than the usual reward for surrendered weapons if they 
march in in a body and Jay down their arms. I fear they will hardly be persuaded to do 
so; but it is important to keep them from dispersing and carrying away their arms, if 
this can in any way be managed. General Daud Shah and others think it probable 
that all the Kabuli troops in Turkestan will come down before the winter sets in. They 
are receiving no pay, and scem to have no reason for remaining away from their homes. 

18th November.—I have sanctioned, subject to Government approval, the establish- 
ment of a civil dispensary in Kabul. A large number of applications for treatment have 
already been reccived, and among the applicants are several ladies belonging to the 
families of Sirdars and other well-to-do people. 

19th November.—Letter from Baz Muhammud Khan, son of Sirdar Nur Muhammud 
Khan, who accompanied Shahbaz Khan to Kolhistan, reports that Gencral Ghulani 
Hyder Khan and Nek Muhammud have crossed the Amu. 

The line of telegraph has been completed from here to Jalalabad. A sowar from 4 
cavalry regiment stationed at Ghori, who came down with the Kabuli troops mentioned 
in my entry of the 17th, reports that the Turkestan road is unsafe for small parties. The 
troops were fired upon by villagers during their march from Ghori and lost some men. 
The same Sowar also reports that Muhammud Khan, Uzbak, has seized Shihurghan and 
Saripul. He says the troops in Turkestan are disaffected for want of pay, and that 
Ghulam Hyder \than has lost a great deal of his power. 

Sirdar Wali Muhammud Khan tells me he has heard the report about Shihurghan and 
Saripul, but attaches no importance to it. . 

General Parvez Shah Khan has returned, and reports that he has failed to induce the 
Turkestan regiments to come in with their arms. ‘They have dispersed to their homes, 
leaving a gun and some tents at Charikar. De ro 

20th November.—-Hassan Raza, an Afghan official in Turkestan, writes from Ghor! 
that Abdul Rahman is at Tashkend, and that Nek Muhammud, after being plunderee 
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py the Ghorbandis, has gone to Mazar-i-Sharif. He says the people of Turkestan are 


a disturbed state and anxiously expecting British interference. 
21st November.— Brigadier-General Baker marched this 


somes Se any, morning for Maidan with the force marginally noted, to aid 
joo ,, 3rd Sikhs. Sirdar Muhammud Hassan Khan in the collection of forage 
rues and to disperse any armed bodies of men who may be found 
1 Squadron, 9th Lancers. in the neighbourhood. 
a Squednane le 2 22nd November.—I left cantonments this morning and 


rode out to Arghandeh to join General Baker, but found he had gone on to Maidan. 
It is reported that a force has been collected by Mullah Mushk-i-Alam in the Wardak 
country, and is advancing in this direction. I propose to go on to Maidan to-morrow. 





Enclosure 2 in No. 47. 


No. 58, dated Kabul, Ist December 1879. 

From Lreut.-GeneraL Sir F. Roserts, K.C.B,, V.C., Commanding Kabul Field 
Force, to A. C. Lyaut, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 

I wave the honour to submit Political Diary for the week ending the 29th November 

1879. 





Poritical Drary From 23rp To 29TH Novemper 1879. (lxtract.) 


23rd November.—I rode this morning from Urghandeh to Maidan, where I found 
Brigadier-General Baker encamped. He had received information that a number of men 
had assembled in the north of the Wardak district with the intention of crossing over 
into the Nirkh valley immediately to the west of Maidan. Further, Bahadur Khan, 
headman of the Umar Khel section of Ghilzais in that valley, had refused to come 
in, and the neighbouring villages were believed to be withholding their quota of bhoosa 
in anticipation of a disturbance. The disaffection was said to be due to the influence of 
Mullah Mushk-i-Alam, who is now in Wardak. I at once ordered Captain Turner to go 
out to Nirkh with two squadrons of cavalry, and bring in Bahadur Khan quietly, if 
possible, if not, by force. Near sunset this evening I received news that the cavalry 
had been received with a heavy fire from Bahadur Khan’s village, which was found to 
be strongly fortified, and that the enemy had appeared in force on all ‘sides. I had, 
however, no doubt that our men would be able to effect their retirement without serious 
difficulty, and determined, as it was getting late, to send out no reinforcements. Later 
m the evening the cavalry returned to camp. They have lost three horses. No other 
casualties. 

24th November.—The camp was struck this morning at daybreak, and the whole of 
the tents and baggages being collected in a small fort close by, the force moved off in 
the direction of Nirkh. I was in hopes, from the information brought to me, that the 
chemy might attempt a stand in their former position, and that an example might be 
made. Before our arrival, however, they had deserted Bahadur Khan’s fort and made 
off to the hills. Small bodies of them were seen, but they were far out of reach and on 
ground that made pursuit hopeless. Under these circumstances, | gave orders that 
Bahadur Khan’s fort and the whole of the Umar Khel villages in its neighbourhood 
should be destroyed. 

I rode back to Maidan, arriving about 4 o’clock. Since then a strong wind has 
heen blowing with clouds of dust, and the cold is intense. 

The country which I saw to-day is apparently rich and populous. From our camp, 
and from the road to Nirkh, a number of fertile valleys are to be seen studded with 
Villages and full of cultivation. Good timber, a rarity in this country, is not altogether 
Wanting here, and water is plentiful. 

25th November.—Rode into Sherpur. he view from several points of the road was 
exceedingly fine, particularly about Ureghandeh, where the ground is high, and the hill 
Slopes comparatively well-wooded. ‘The line of the Hindu Kush, which is almost 
‘ntrely shut out from view at Kabul by nearer ranges of hills, was from this point clearly 
“sible. The whole range was covered with snow. | 

T arrived in the afternoon and found awaiting me news that a small party of Kabul 
Mounted police were treacherouly attacked yesterday in a village near Dakir, where they 
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had been sent by General Hills in the hope of securing some of Nek Muhammud 

. = : is amnud's 
property. They were set upon by the villagers, who had received them in a , : 
triendly manner, and lost five killed and three wounded. The men were all Kabul 

A letter from Sara Khan Beg, formerly Mir of Kulab, who is now in Turkestan stat 
that the country is in a very unsettled condition. Nek Muhammud is believed to h . 
crossed the Amu, and it is reported that the Russians are urging the Amir of B seb 

; : ging okhara to 
occupy Balkh. Malik Hamid, Lal Muhammud, and others, sent by Sirdar Wali 
Muhammuad to induce Asmatulla Khan to come in, returned this morning. The 
that he is holding back partly on account of the dissuasion of Mullah Muskh-i-A 
spiritual backer, and partly from the fear that we may again retire from the cou 
leave him in the lurch. 

26th November.—Rumours have reached Kabul to the effect that a rising is contem. 

lated by the Kohistanis and men of Tagao. I have not received any trustworthy 
information on the subject. 

27th November.—Further reports of an impending disturbance in Kohistan and the 
neighbourhood. It is said that emissaries from Mullah Muskh-i- Alam have been at work 
in this part of the country, and that a holy war is being assiduously preached. 

Brigadier-General Baker informs me that he to-day fell in with a small body of in- 
surgents near the village of Beni Badam while reconnoitring with the cavalry. A few 
shots were exchanged. ; 

28th November.—Brigadier-General Baker reports that he went out to-day and de- 
stroyed the village of Beni Badam, the inhabitants of which he believes were in league 
with the insurgents. The latter dispersed. They are said to have been Wardaks raised 
by Mullah Muskh-i-Alam. According to information brought in by neighbouring 
villagers, their leader was killed yesterday by a chance shot from one of our men. 

Sirdar Fakir Muhammud Khan, a cousin of Yahya Khan’s, and father-in-law of Abdur 
Rahman, came into Kabul to-day. He has for the last five or six years been living in 
Kohdaman ona small pension granted him by the Amir Sher Ali. He says that the 
people of Kohistan and the neighbourhood are in an excited state, and that an outbreak 
may be expected at any moment. 

29th November.—Early this morning a ietter came in from Shahbaz Khan reporting 
that the headmen and people of Kohistan are on the point of rising. He had sent for 
some of the headmen, but they refused to come in, and openly declared that they 
intended to raise a holy war and destroy the British force in Kabul. A reply was sent 
to Shahbaz Khan urging him to do all in his power to keep matters quiet, and he was 
furnished with letters for the most influential men of the Kohistani Maliks calling 
upon them to come in, It is generally believed that a considerable force is assem- 
bling in this quarter with the avowed intention of making a night attack upon our 
cantonments. 

Sirdar Mubammud Ibrahim Khan has been sent to Kohistan, where he is believed 
to possess some influence, with orders to re-assure the people and bring the Maliks in if 

ossible. 
r General Baker reports that ali is going well in the direction of Maidan. The Wardak 
insurgents have completely dispersed, and have returned to their homes, in spite of the 
exhortations of Mullah Mushk-i-Alam. Supplies are coming in freely, and the greater 
portion of the amount stipulated for the district has already been produced. 

A Peshawuri merchant from Tashkurgban has come in to camp. He says the country 
beyond the Hindu Kush is thoroughly unsettled, and that the roads between this and 
Ghori are impassable for small parties. According to him Ghulam Hyder Khan 1s 
making great efforts to secure the troops who have kept together in Turkestan. He has 
promised them an increase of pay and regular payments. He is said to have seven 
regiments of infantry at Mazar-i-Sharif. hae: 

It is confidently asserted here by city bankers and others that the Kohistanis are In 
force at Khoga Sarai, and that a night attack upon cantonments |s imminent. 
Mubammud Usman Khan of Tagao is said to be acting in concert. 

(Signed) H. M. Drnanp, ; 
for Licut.-General Commanding Kabul Expeditionary Force. 
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No. 48. 
No. 251 of 1879. (Jixtract.) 


Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honourable Viscount Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorp, Fort William, 19th December 1879. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Govern- 
+ From General Roberts, No. 37,dated. Ment, a further collection of telegrams, received from our 


pi Novena LT a. aac dies officers in Afghanistan. 
se rts . i ., date = 
nak oeaber 1873 ; 2. We further enclose copy of letters* received from 


From Gencral Roberts, No. 42, dated J jentenant-General Roberts, K.C.B., Vc. 
14th November 1879, 
From General Roberts, No. 44, dated 


ijth November 1879. We have, &e. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure | in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 1st December 1879. 


From Generar Ronerts, Kabul, to Foreign Secretary. 


Gevenat Baxen’s force returns here to-day. He reports that the forage demanded 
trom the Maidan district has all been provided, and that the neighbourhood is quiet. 
The Wardak people have been trying to make the Logaris join them, in view to giving 
trouble. ‘They have not responded, and are daily sending in large quantities of forage. 
In Kohistan there is some excitement; but I am in hopes matters will quiet down, 
and that it will not (be) necessary to send troops there at present. Weather is 
very cold, and all hands are well employed in providing shelter for the winter. Convoy 
which started on 27th November, met up convoy at Seb Baba yesterday. General 
Kennedy and party expected here to-day. All well. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 3rd December 1879. 
From Generar Ronerts, Kabul, to Foreign Secretary. 


Hettovrarnic communication has now been established between Kabul and Landi 
Kotal, with intermediate stations at Lataband, Jagdalak, Gandamak, Jalalabad, and Ali 
Boghan. Some of the headmen from Kohistan are now on their way to Kabul. The 
excitement there will probably cease. All well. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 7th December 1879. 
From Generar Ronerts, Kabul, to Foreten Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


Kontsrayis are assembling and inclined to give trouble. Some men under a Mullah, 
ee Mushk-i-Alam, have collected again near Beni-Badam ; these people and the 
Kohistanis are too far away at present to take notice of. I am endeavouring to settle 


rie aoe proceeding to extremities. City and neighbourhood of Kabul quiet. 
well, 


Z 2 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 7th December 1879. (Extract.) 
From Generat Roserts, Kabul, to Foreran Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


Arrarrs round Kabul less satisfactory of late. In Maidan, Sirdar Muhammud Hogaj 
Khan has been murdered, apparently by men of Mushk-i- Alam’s raising. Sirdar Abdull 
Khan has been attacked by armed bands in Logar, and for a time besieged in a ae 
Some Kohistani Maliks have come in; but the leading man sends excuses and the 
country is reported very unquiet. Anxious as I am to avoid any further expeditions at 
present, I may be forced, if this movement spreads, to send the troops out again. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 8th December 1879. (Extract.) 


From Generat. Rozerts to Foreran Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp, Gwalior. 


Parade of all troops was held this morning to present distinguished conduct medals to 
men of 72nd Highlanders. The sight of the splendid-looking troops cannot but impress 
the people of Kabul, a large number of whom attended the parade. As the excitement 
in Maidan and Kohistan directions continued, General Macpherson will move this 
atternoon a short distance on direct. road towards Maidan, and to-morrow General Baker 
will proceed to Charasia, and on Wednesday by the valley of the Kabul river to a point 
on the Ghazni road in rear of Maidan. As bringing up troops from the direction of 
Jellalabad will have a good political effect, I have ordered the Guide Corps to Kabul. 
They will probably only remain a few days here. 





Enclosure 6 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 10th December 1879. ( Extract.) 
From Generat Roserts, Kabul, to Foreign Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


Baker continues his movements to-day by Valley of Kabul river towards Maidan. 
Macpherson has altered his course somewhat in consequence of the enemy being 
yesterday discovered trying to reach Kohistan from Arghandi, and this morning he 
occupied the Surkh Kotal, which divides Kohistan from Paghman. He will probably 
be engaged with the enemy this afternoon or to-morrow. Baker will then be on their 
tine of retreat. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 11th December 1879. (Extract.) 
From Generat Roserts to Foreign Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


General Macpherson occupied the Surkh Kotal yesterday morning, and prevented 
the enemy from Ghazni direction, joining thé Kohistanis. He was Just in time, for 
shortly after his arrival 5,000 or 6,000 Kohistanis reached near Kotal. ; Their advance 
party was met at close quarters and driven back on the main position, which was 
assaulted and taken in good style by 67th Foot, 3rd Sikhs, and 5th Goorkhas. 
Kohistanis fled, leaving six standards in our hands, and losing number of men. _ Our 
loss, Lieutenant-Colonel l’itz-Hugh and one Goorkha, two, 67th Foot, four, 3rd Sikhs, 
all slightly wounded. Practice of Captain Morgan’s battery was very effective, a 
dismounted practice of 14th Bengal Lancers. General Macpherson’s brigade i 
cavalry and horse artillery under General Massy will advance to-day towards Arghanai 
and Maidan, and should effect a junction with General Baker. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 11th Decetnber 1879. 


3 ; 4 
From Grxrerat Bricut, Jellalabad, to Viceroy and Vorricn Srcretary, Viceroy 8 Camp 


1 
Goucu reports from Gandamak, Ghilzai state of feeling very suspicious. Asmatulla® 
influence supposed cause; he believes thwarting us every way. Rumours pres 
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Jagdalak may be attacked. Vague impression here that when winter becomes severe 
our Kabul position will be seriously threatened by hordes from direction Kohistan and 
Ghazni. Increased preparations and vigilance requisite. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 12th December 1879. 


From Genera Rozerts, Kabul, to Viczroy and Foreren Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


As reported in my telegram of yesterday Macpherson’s brigade advanced by Paghman 
Valley toward Arghandi, while the cavalry and horse artillery under Massy made for 
Ghazni road. Enemy appeared in very great number and quite outflanking Massy 
forced him to retire. Ground is much cut up by deep water-cuts, the guns upset, and 
had to be temporarily abandoned. Cavalry charged several times, but the numbers 
against them were too great. Macpherson’s brigade came up soon afterwards and drove 
off the enemy. Meanwhile Colonel Macgregor had been enabled to recover the guns. 
Macpherson bivouacked for the night at Deh Mozang, which had been previously 
occupied by 200 of 72nd Highlanders. Large body of enemy retreated to hills south of 
Bala Hissar with the intention of capturing that position, and thus getting command ot 
the city. The picquets on this point had been strengthened, enemy assaulted it 
repeatedly during the night, but were beaten off with loss by detachment of 67th and 
72nd under command of Captain Jervis of former regiment. Macpherson is now 
reinforcing the position and will then drive enemy off neighbouring heights. Baker is 
on return march to Kabul; he engaged enemy repeatedly yesterday and inflicted great 
loss. He reports in high terms of work done by 5th Punjaub Cavalry under Major 
Williams, his advance guard under Major White, 92nd Highlanders, and by a company 
of that regiment under Lieutenant J. Napier. The combination against us is 
undoubtedly very extensive. Guides arrived last night. Thinking that excitement 
might spread along line of communication have requested General Bright to reinforce 
Gandamak to admit of troops there being used as a moveable column; it is very 
desirable tribes should see that our communications are strongly held. At same time 
[ don’t think more troops are required from India. Wali Muhammud Hassan Khan 
and all other Sirdars are with me and affording every assistance. City is quiet. I 
entrusted command of Sherpur cantonments to General Hugh Gough during my 
absence, his arrangements were admirable. Our loss yesterday was 18 killed and 
25 wounded. Amongst the killed Lieutenant Hardy, Royal Horse Artillery, and 
Lieutenants Hearsey and Ricardo, 9th Lancers, and amongst the wounded Colonel 
Cleland and Captain Mackenzie, 9th Lancers, former dangerously. Lieutenant Cook, 
3rd Sikhs, and Forbes, 14th Bengal Lancers, both severely. 





Enclosure 10 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 13th December 1879. 
From Generat Rosrrts, Kabul, to Forricn Secretary, Calcutta. 


Enemy continued collecting. Yesterday a few appeared to the north-east on lower 
spurs of Kohistan hills. Large number assembled in and around Benishahr, while those 
m neighbourhood of Indiki were considerably strengthened. Macpherson held point 
ubove Bala Hissar, but failed to dislodge enemy from high peak, where their position 
Was of great strength and held by a large force, chiefly men of the Ardal regiments. 
Baker returned by evening, having engaged the enemy repeatedly during the day, with 
but slight loss to his own troops. Night passed quietly. This morning Baker moved 
out with 72nd Highlanders, Guide Infantry, Wing 3rd Sikhs, 4 guns, G-3, 4 guns No, 2 
Mountain Battery, 1] Squadron 9th Lancers, and 5th Punjab Cavalry. He found the 
enemy in great force near Benishahr. Attacked and drove them before him until. his 
men ultimately occupied the high peaks which the enemy were holding all yesterday, 
and which the 5th Goorkhas from the Bala Hissa Hill had reached a few minutes 
Previously. Casualties yesterday: Licntenant l’erguson, 72nd Highlanders ; Major 
Cook, 5th Goorkhas; and Lieutenant Vasken, 3rd Sikhs, wounded; one man, 67th 
Poot, three of 72nd, five of 5th Goorkhas wounded, and two men of the 3rd Sikhs killed 
yesterday. No report of casualties yet received from General Baker. Will tclegraph 
‘gain shortly. . 
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Enclosure 11 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 13th December 1879. 
From General. Roserts, Kabul, to Foreton SECRETARY, Calcutta. 


The enemy have been defeated on all sides to-day. A combined attack was to hay 
been made on our position to-night. City people had agreed to join the tribesmen dig 
amount, at « moderate estimate, to about twenty thousand men, a large number of whon, 
were armed with Snider rifles, and fought to the last, especially with their ienives 
against our cavalry on taking the initiative to-day; the very heavy loss the enemy 
suffered have, 1 hope, brokea up the combination, but large bodies ‘of the enemy a. 
still hanging about southern end of Chardeb valley, and north-western slopes of 
Kohistan hills. . They will be attacked to-morrow unless they disperse during night 
92nd Highlanders led the advance of General Baker's brigade under Major White. The 
attack on the enemy’s position was most brilliantly headed by Lieutenant Forbes, who 
with his Colour Sergeant Drummond, was killed in a hand-to-hand fight. The Guides 
Cavalry under Major Stewart were very successful and made a grand charge, as did the 
9th Lancers under Captain Butson, who was killed with one Sergeant-Major and three 
of his men. Captain Chisholm and Lieutenant Trower, of same regiment, with eight 
men, are wounded. The 5th Punjab Cavalry under Major Williams distinguished 
themselves, Majors Hammond and Stewart both leading successful charges. Our total 
loss during last three days is 43 killed, of whom six are officers, and 76 wounded, of 
whom ten are officers. Lieutenant Forbes, 14th Bengal Lancers, reported as wounded 
in my telegram of llth, was, 1 regret to say, killed. The troops have behaved 
admirably, and, notwithstanding the hard work and extreme cold at night, are in good 
health and famous spirits. The large proportion of killed to wounded is mainly owing 
to the enemy killing all wounded men who may have fallen into their hands. I am 
deeply indebted to Brigadier-Genera) Baker. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 14th December 1870. 
From Genera Roserts, Kabul, to Vicerdy, Calcutta. 


We have been fighting all the morning and gained great success at first, but the 
enemy are coming on in such numbers that I have decided to collect my force within 
Sherpur entrenchments giving up heights above city and Bala Hissar as it is not 
possible to bold such an extended position while the enemy are so numerous. Keeping 
up communication with the outposts would be very difficult. I have ordered Gough 
to push on from Gandamak as fast as he can, withdrawing Latabund detachments 
as he passes by, as this excitement and combination are now sure to spread along line 
of communication. I strongly recommend more troops being pushed up so as to admit 
of General Bright being able to keep open communication and to enable me to clear 
the country should I find it impossible to do so with my present force, which seems 
likely, looking to the overwhelming numbers and the great determination the enemy 
exhibit. Your Excellency may depend on my dcing all that is possible, but I foresee 
that 1 shall not be able to do all I ought unless strongly reinforced, which should 
be done without delay. 1 have ordered Arbuthnot’s brigade from Jalalabad to Kabul 
immediately. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 15th December 1879. 
From Cotonen Twrente, Jellalabad, to Forersn Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


Smpar Munammup Hassan, Governor, left city secretly about three this morning 
presumed fled. 





Enclosure 14 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 15th December 1879. (Extract.) 
From Generat Roserts, Kabul, to Viceroy, Calcutta. 


Tue force is now collected in Sherpur. Our losses to-day 19 killed, including 
Captain Spens and Lieutenant Gaisford, 72nd Highlanders, and 88 wounded, including 
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Captam Gordon, 92nd Highlanders, Captain Battye, Guides Corps, and Lieutenant 
Reerton, 72nd Highlanders. To-morrow the force, if not attacked, will be employed 
in completing our defences ; afterwards shall move out daily and prevent enemy from 
surrounding our position, but while they are in such numbers nothing is gained by 
capturing difficult hills, which are far from Sherpur. 


Enclosure 15 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 17th December 1879. 
From Generar Bricut, Jellalabad, to Vicrnoy, Calcutta. 


No communication with Kabul by telegraph since 14th. On 15th General Gough 
reported from Jagdallak line cut on both sides of him. Is so still, but is open to 
Pezwan, which is within 13 miles of him. 


Enclosure 16 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 17th December 1879. 
From Generav Bricut, Jellalabad, to ApJuTANT-GENERAL. 


I nearp last night from Gandamak that Gough’s posts were being attacked, and he 
had called for reinforcements. Three companies, 51st, were to go to him from 
Gandamak this morning. I ordered remaining wing, 45th Sikhs, and 4th Goorkhas 
relieved from Ali Boghan to start for Gandamak this morning. Arbuthnot and staff 
also go there to-day. The telegraph is still working to Pezwan, but we have no 
communication either with Kabul or Gough. Weather is cloudy and heliograph useless. 
From information received Warburton believes the attack on Gough is from the south, 
not by Asmatullah; but it is probably both. 


Enclosure 17 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 9th December 1879. 
From Secrerary to Government, Punjab, Lahore, to Foreren Svererary, Viceroy’s 
Camp. 
Yaxus Kuan reached Peshawur last night. Leaves to-morrow. Reaches Meerut on 
morning of 14th as at present arranged. Kindly send orders regarding destination and 
treatment of Mustaufi and others who were at Gandamak to-day. 





Enclosure 18 in No. 48, 
Telegram, dated 9th December 1879. 
From Foreran Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp, to Punsas Government, Lahore. 


Yauya and Zakaria Khan and Wazir, not Mustaufi, should be sent to Lahore to 
await further orders. They should be treated as State prisoners. Otherwise well. 


Enclosure 19 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 16th December i879. 
From Punsas, Government Lahore, to Forercn Secretary, Calcutta. 


Tur three State prisoners (Yahya Khan, Zakari Khan, and Wazir,) from Kabul have 
reached Peshawur and leave this morning for Attock, spending night there, and following 
nghts at Rawul Pindi and Jhelum, reaching Lahore on 19th. 


Enclosure 20 in No. 48. 


Telegram, dated 27th November 1879. (Extract.) 
From Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreton Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


apy WV ERKLY summary of news. Everything remains profoundly tranquil in the province. 
Sinl proclamation and announcement of the government of Kandahar being entrusted to 
“dar Sher Ali Khan, we read at Kelat-i-Ghilzai to an assembly of Ghilzai Chiefs of the 
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Hotak and Tokki classes, who afterwards presented a written paper, declaring their 
pleasure at the arrangement and willingness to pay revenue. Many chiefs of the Ant 
and Taraki clans of Ghilzais, living between Ghazni and Shahjui, have come or ea 
Kelat, professing submission and asking for service. They have been referred to Kab : 
A sufficiency of supplies for the winter has been collected at Kelat-i-Ghilzai The 
Hazarahs on the northern frontier, who showed symptoms of rebellion, have sitet 
down on receiving assurances that Sher Ali’s officials are acting under orders of British 
Government. From the Herat side there is nothing new. The Idi-i-Kurban Seria 
on the 25th. As on a former similar occasion, the usual procession outside the cit Ww 
dispensed with by the Sirdar, who, however, gave an entertainment at his ee i: 
the principal people of the town, at which he delivered an address on the justice modera 
tion, and religious toleration of the British Government, as exhibited both in India a 
by their present treatment of the Durani nation. Weather colder, thermometer fallin 
to 15 or lower at night. Health of troops excellent. : 


Enclosure 21 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 6th December 1879. (Extract.) 
From Mayor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreian Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


Everyruine quiet throughout Kandahar district. Rumour is current in city that Ayub 
Khan is marching on Kandahar with troops, but it is not generally credited on account 
of his known want of money. Mir Afzul’s son who attempted to raise money and men 
in Bakwa has been expelled by the people. Yar Muhammud Khan, chief of the Augizai 
clan of the Barakzais, resident on the Helmund below Girishk, has come in to pay his 
respects to General Stewart. 





Enclosure 22 in No. 48. 
Telegram, dated 11th December 1879. (Extract.) 
From Major Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Forttcn Secretary, Viceroy’s Camp. 


WEEKLY summary of news. Rumours of Ayub Khan’s having proclaimed a “ ghaza” 
and moved to Wadubagh, a few miles out of Herat, with the intention of marching on 
Kandahar, have gained strength, and the townspeople are convinced of their truth. 
Some apprehension was at first caused and people began to lay in store of grain, but a 
counter rumour that Sirdar Sher Ali would march out to meet the Herat force has 
restored confidence. The cessation of the storage of wheat by the Commissariat, and 
the sale of small quantities by the Sirdar, have caused the price to fall 25 per cent. 
The district is tranquil. 


Enclosure 23 in No. 48. 
No. 37, dated Kabul, 7th November 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Smr F. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expedi- 
tionary Force, to A. C. Lyat, Esq., C.B. Secretary to the Government. of India, 
Foreign Department. 

Ir has occurred to me that the Governor-General in Council might wish to be 
informed in greater detail of my reasons for arresting Sirdar Yahya Khan and other 
leading men on the 12th October, and for keeping Yakub Khan under more strict 
restraint since the 28th. : i 

2, As regards the latter point, the consequences of the Ex-Amir’s escape ne 
be very serious; and, however small the probability. of his attempting flight, 1 thin 
this fact would in itself have justified me in taking all necessary precautions to 
ensure his being’ safely guarded. But besides this [ had some positive reasons Me 
supposing that an attempt at flight was not altogether unlikely. Between the 1 ul 
October, when the Amir tendered his resignation, and the 2th, when he : 
informed that his resignation had becn accepted, he was practically under no restrain ; 
L was convinced of his desire to leave the country at once, a desire possibly strengthene 
by the dread of an inquiry into the circumstances of the outbreak and the OPE th 
afterwards offered to our advance. After my interview with Yakub Kban on the ae 
October, I no longer felt sure of his wishes and intentions. Certain evidence aes 
been brought before the Inquiry Commission which tended to prove him ec he 
culpable weakness and neglect during the attack on the Residency, and to show t : 
was using his influence against us while the force was advancing to Char Asiab. 
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thought it most probable that he knew something of the charges brought against him; 
pnd at the same time I was confidently assured by Sirdar Wulli Muhammud Khan that 
an escape would be shortly attempted. Nevertheless, my first idea was to entrust the 
safe custody of the Ex-Amir to Nawab Sir Ghulam Hassan Khan, refraining from any 
measures of actual restraint ; and arrangements were accordingly made for the Nawab’s 
residence close to Yakub Khan’s tent. This plan, however, I found impossible to carry 
out. The Nawab expressed his utter inability to guarantee the Ex-Amn’s safety unless 
farther precautions were taken ; and earnestly begged that I would increase the number 
of sentries over Yakub Khan’s quarters. Under these circumstances, I felt that any 
further attempt to spare the Ex-A mir’s feelings in the matter would amount to neglect 
of the orders of Government ; and effectual means were therefore taken to prevent any 
possibility of escape on his part. 

3, As regards the arrests made on the 12th October, I had several reasons for not 
leaving Yahya Khan and the Amir’s ministers at large. From all sides I had long been 
assured that they were the Amir’s most trusted advisers, and possessed of great power ; 
and that this power was being steadily used against British interests. During the 
advance of the force from Khushi it became clear, from the small amount of aid which 
reached me in the way of supplies, and from the opposition offered to our advance, that 
these men either were acting against us, or were generally credited with an amount of 
influence which they did not possess. The latter explanation I could not accept. All 
my information went to show that they were in fact the most influential men in the 
country. Yahya Khan had been Governor of Kabul, and the others had held very high 
posts both under Sher Ali and Yakub Khan. The Wazir Shah Muhammud had been 
selected to go to Tashkend on the part of Sher Ali, and was holding the office of Foreign 
Minister. ‘The Mustaufi had for years been the most trusted and powerful statesman in 
Afghanistan. The only conclusion I could draw was that all three were against us, and 
I therefore thought it necessary to check at once and effectually their power of doing 
mischief. After their arrest, I found that Nawab Sir Ghulam Hassan Khan and others 
who had special opportunities of ascertaining the truth, strongly approved of the step I 
had taken and were of opinion that every one of the three if left at large would have 
proved a resolute and dangerous enemy. 

4. Zakaria Khan I caused to be arrested because, although not a man of special 

influence, he was reported to have joined with the ladies of Yakub Khan’s and Yahya 
Khan’s families in distributing bread to the city people immediately before the Char 
Asiah fight, and in stirrig them up to a holy war. 
5, Some surprise has I believe been felt here, and perhaps elsewhere, at my having 
omitted to arrest General Daud Shah Khan at the same time as the ministers. In case 
his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council should have noted this 
point, I would explain that I heard nothing of importance against Daud Shah Khan; 
and I consider that his attempt to assist Major Cavagnari on the 3rd September entitled 
him to be treated with less suspicion than the others. Since their arrest he has lived 
close to my camp, and has been of great use to me in supplying information regarding 
the Afghan army, and other matters. I anticipate nothing but advantage from his 
remaining at large. 

6. Tam not aware whether any such explanation as I have given will be considered 
necessary. But I have thought it desirable that his Excellency the Governor-General in 
Council should be very fully informed of my reasons for putting the Ex-Amir and his 
advisers under restraint; and I hope those reasons may be regarded as sufficient to 
Justify the measures I have adopted. 

7. I would take this opportunity of expressing my confident opinion, formed after 
careful thought, that the explosions in the Bala Hissar on the 16th October were not 
premeditated. At first I waz inclined to believed that they might have been due to 
treachery. From the time at which they occurred, their partial nature, and other cir- 
cumstances, I am now fully convinced that they were in fact due to accident alone; and 
this conviction is, I believe, universally held. 

Enclosure 24 in No. 48. 
No. 28 C.P., dated Governor-General’s Camp, 30th November 1879. 

From A. C. Lyatr, Esq., ©.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Toreign 
Department, to Lirurenant-GeneraL Sire F. S. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Com- 
manding Kabul Expeditionary Force. 

7 I AM directed to acknowledge your letter No. 37, dated 7th November 1879, reporting 

"greater detail your reasons for arresting Sirdar Yahya Khan and other leading Afghan 
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Sirdars on the 12th October, and for keeping Yakub Khan, Ex- 
restraint since the 28th of that month. 

2. In reply, I am to say that his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor. 
approves your proceedings in putting the Ex-Amir and his Ministers under restra 


Amir, under more strict 


General 
int. 





Enclosure 25 in No. 48. 
No. 42, dated Kabul, 14th November 1879. 


From Masor-Generat Sir I. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expedi- 


tionary Force, to A. C. Lyatt, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India 
Foreign Department. 


; ano jeters ie Peulisennind Sain Amb, Governor of Ghazni, I HAVE the honour to forward, for the infor- 
0 the uddress of General Sir F. erts, 1 ; 

One from Abdul Kadir Khan, one of the Chiefs of the Ghazni Mation of his Excellency the Governor-General 
district, to the address of General Sir F. Robert: 


One froma pias Muhammud Hassan Khan, Governor of Jelala- 10 Council, the letters marginally noted, with 
bad, to the address of General Sir F. Roberts. abstract translations. 3 





Enclosure 26 in Ne. 48. 


Abstract Translation of Letter from Munammup Saw Agua, dated 17th Zi Kapa= 
3rd November 1879. 


I nave received your order (letter) sent to me through the Nawab. You ordered me 
to come to you after making arrangements for this place, and I am ready to obey your 
order. You are perfectly aware of the faithlessness of the Afghans, especially of the 
pone of Ghazni. I am not like these men, and shall not be faithless, especially to the 

ritish Government. When the British troops arrived at Khushi, three infantry regi- 
ments and a battery of artillery came to me and said they had selected me as their 
leader for the Ghaza. After two days I managed to disperse them with great difficulty. 
A few days later I received orders to send Government grain to Kabul. I loaded 84 
Government camels with wheat, and was about to send them off, when the son of Mullah 
Mushki Alam and other Mullahs and influential men came and said they would not let 
the Government grain yo, and that they had selected me as their leader for the Ghaza. 
The second day I pacified these men and sent them to their homes. I then sent the 
wheat to Kabul. When they were informed of this, Mullah Mushki Alam assembled 
some of the influential men and Chiefs, and they decided to select me as their leader. 
They have not come to me yet. Hence my delay. I am trying my best to calm the 
people. Let us see what will happen. Afterwards I will come to pay my respects to 
you. On account of this disturbance I have not yet published the proclamation. If 
you want me to leave the people as they are and come to you, please inform me, and as 
soon as your order reaches me I will start. 


Enclosure 27 in No. 48. 


Abstract Translation of Letter from Musammup Sar Acua, Governor of Ghazni, to the 
Address of the Genera, dated 19th Zi Kada=5th November 1879. 


Tuner days ago I sent a letter by the hand of the servant of the Nawab to a 
which I gave an account of affairs here. You will have read and understood it. The 
following are the news :— . 

The same mutineers assembled and came yesterday to a place one. koh from here. 
They said they wanted to read the Khutba in my name and had selected me as their 
leader for the Ghaza. As I knew these ignorant people well, 1 privately won over some 
of their leaders. The men who had collected them went home, and the leaders them- 
selves came to me in the town. I have also sent letters of advice to the people o 
Wardak, and have won over some of the influential men by moncy presents. Yesterday 
I read and published your proclamation. The mutineers who remained eee are 
discussing matters with me. As the people of Afghanistan are all ignorant and aera 
no trust can be placed in them. Nevertheless, I hope I shall be able disperse t a 
either by means of money or otherwise. I stated before that you would not pee 
single false word from me. Everything else will be explained to you verbally. ok 
send an order in easy and clear words which may be understood by the ignorant peoP 
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of this place, to the effect that any man of Ghazni who disobeys the order of 
Government, or of the Governor, or commits any misdeeds will be very severely 
ished. 

e With regard to my being summoned, J beg to say, as I said before, that I have been 
waiting bere only for the sake of these mutineers. If you order me to come to you 
leaving these men in this state, I am ready to obey. I will come with my own followers 
only if you like; or if you wish it, I will, after quieting the people, come to you with 
some of the influential men. 





Enclosure 28 in No. 48. 


Abstract Translation of’ a Petition from Asput Kapim Kuan, of Ghazni, to GENERAL 
Roserts. 


I wave received your letter sent by the hand of Mirza Muhammud Yusuf. As 
regards Khushdil Khan, I beg to state that he and his brother never entered Ghazni. 
He came from Wardak and passed at a distance of 10 kos from the city and going on to 
Karabagh which is 18 kos from here. He then sent his man to Muhammud Said, and 
said he had no money. ‘The latter sent Rupees 500 for his expenses, and told him to 
stay where he was for some days. Hedidso. It is said that Muhammud Said after- 
wards sent him with a servant of bis own to the son of Sirdar Sher Ali Khan, Hazara, 
and asked the Sirdar to send him vid Jaghari to Herat. As soon as IJ received your 
order I sent two men to find out where he was. They have not returned yet. As soon 
as I find where he is I will go after him and arrest him. 

Two or three days ago Muhammud Said sent for Akhundzada Mushki Alam and 
informed him that he wanted to wage jehad and asked him to collect men. ‘The 
Akhundzada has collected some Mullahs and vagabonds for this purpose and brought 
them to Ghazni. Muhammud Said now pays his expenses. First the expenses were 
being realised from the people, who were ordered to supply cooked food. hen I was 
informed of this I assembled the Tajik Maliks and went to the city to Muhammud Said 
Agha and Akhundzada Mushk-i-Alam, and after a long discussion stopped them from 
taking the expenses from the people. JI have told the people not to give a single pie to 
them. I have also told them (Muhammud Said and Mushki Alam) that if they did 
anything I would oppose them, as, I said, we were subjects to the British Government. 
[await your orders, and if you allow me I will settle with them. Muhammud Said has 
altogether wasted the Government grain. He issues Barats every day in the name of 
Khasadars, and also sells it. 

What do you want done about the Government camels and horses which are here ? 
Shall they be sent to Kabul or remain here P 





Enclosure 29 in No. 48. 


Abstract Translation of Letter from Smpar Munammup Hassan Kuan, Governor of 
Jelalabad, to GeneraL Rosents, received on 10th November 1879. 


I wave received the proclamation which you sent by the hand of Abdul Ghafur, and 
have understood its contents. You wrote that the Amir had abdicated, and that I was 
Governor as before, and that I must try my best to serve Government. 

Krom the time that the British troops moved from Lundikotal, and the Amir sent 
orders to me, up till now, I have rendered service to the utmost of my power, and I am 
ready to do so henceforward in any way you please—at Jelalabad or elsewhere. 


Enclosure 30 in No. 48. 
No. 44, dated Kabul, 15th November 1879. 


Vrom M ason-Grnerar, Sm F. Ropverts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Expeditionary 
Force, to A. C. Lyaut, Esq. C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 

U navn the honour to forward, for the information of his Excellency the Viceroy 

Vetter from Sultan Murnd Khan, Mir of Kadaghan. and Governor-General in Council, the letters 


tr on pee Said Agha, Governor of Ghaani. marginally noted, in original, with abstract 
» rau dir KX] » Chief azui. ‘ 
adir Khan, one of the Chiefs of Ghazui translations. 
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2. Talso enclose with translations copies of my replies to Sult ait 
Mahomed Said Agha. P ¥ vepies to Sultan Murad Khan ang 


Enclosure 31 in No. 48. 


Abstract Translation of a Letter from Surran Murap Kuan, Mir of Kadachan to the 
Address of Grnerat Roserts. poe 


I wave heard that you have occupied Kabul. All India has benefited by the British 
rule, and I also have now become a servant of the British Government. ‘This country 
of Kadaghan has from one end to the other been in the possession of my family Fd 
several generations. It is now yours. So long as I live I will serve vou. In former 
days when the great Lord Sahib came to Kabul, my grandfather made friends with him 
Afterwards when the kingdom fell into the hands of Amir Dost Mahomed Khan and his 
sons, they became a barrier between us and India. We were reduced to submission, and 
our communication with the Indian Government was stopped. Now you have returned 
and the road which was closed is re-opened. 

The state of affairs in this part of the country is as follows :— 

One Mahomed Karim Beg, my uncle, had for a long time been an exile at Aibak, 
Lately he went to Kabul to make arrangements about his allowance, and returning from 
there to Andarab joined the Andarabis, and began to do mischief. He raided the people 
as far as Nahrain and plundered their property. Considering the punishment of this 
tribe to be necessary, I arrived at Andarab on the 25th October and occupied the 
country. General Najm-ud-deen Khan, Colonel Ghulam Hassan Khan, five troops of 
cavalry, and one infantry regiment were with me. If God please, after settling the 
country I will return to Kunduz. 

Andarab, Ghori, Khost, and other hilly tracts belong to Kadaghan. As the Amir 
increased the taxes on these countries and the people were unable to pay them, they 
were constantly raising disturbances. The Amir several times offered ne the (govern- 
ment) of these hills, but as I saw that the taxes on the tribes were very heavy, I refused 
it, because 1 knew I should get a bad name. He (the Amir) then gave (me ?) back the 
Uzbek country, but taking my hills, appointed his own officials to them. Nevertheless I 
served him and did not give up my loyalty. 

When the late Amir entered Turkestan and died there, the whole country was 
disturbed. The Mirs of Badakshan, who were exiles at Mazar-i-Sharif, returned to their 
country and occupied it. 

Although they (the Afghans) had occupied our hilly tracts, and the people also came 
and said that it was time they should be set free, and (asked me) why I would not take 
them over, yet I told them to wait as the Afghans might return the hills to me. The 
exiles of all countries have gone and occupied their native countries. I could have raised 
disturbances also, but I did not do so as it would have given me a bad name. Now, if 
the British treat me kiodly, I will serve them as long as I live. I have served even those 
who did not show favour to me according to my services. J will serve the British to the 
utmost. 

J have received a letter from Sayid Guhar to the effect that Nek Mahomed Khan with 
six or seven sowars came from Kabul to Doshi vid Khinjan, and that he sent him with his 
brother to Mazar-i-Sharif. You should know this. 


Enclosure 32 in No. 48. 


Translation of a Letter from GeneraL Ronerts, to Surran Matiomep Kuan, Mir of 
Kadaghan, dated 7th November 1879. 


My desire is that remaining a friend ana well-wisher of the British Government, : 
may enjoy comfort and ease, and occupy yourself in keeping your country quiet an ae 
It would be well if you sent one of your trusted agents to me, so that | might. communic 
my friendly sentiments to you through him. annie 

You should devote your attention to the government and protection of your county. 


you 
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Enclosure 33 in No. 48. 


Translation of a Letter from Manomep Sam Acua, Governor of Ghazni, to GENERAL 
Sir F. Rozerrs, K.C.B., V.C., received on 10th November 1879. 


L nave before informed you that the ignorant rebels came to a distance of one mile 
from here, and that they warted to enter into a discussion with me. I discussed the 
matter with them. It was decided that I should go alone to you and make arrange- 
ments with you about the rebels and bring reassuring letters for them. Mullah Mushk-i- 
Alam, Ahmad Khan, and Amin Andari agreed to this. I sent the people who had 
assembled to the Ghazni villages with letters, but I brought some of their leaders whom 
[had won over to the city, and kept all whom I considered mischievous outside. At 
night Abdul Kadir Khan, Ahmad Khan, and Atnin Andari broke the above agreement, 
and early in the morning they sent a man to. me and asked me to come out of the city 
as they had something to say to me. When I went to their place I saw that their 
attitude had changed. ‘They said that they wanted to wage a ghaza; I was hiding. 
These ignorant faithless men tried to fire three shots at me, but the guns did not go off. 
When I came to the city Abdul Kadir took Mullah Mushk-i-Alam and other Mullahs to 
his fort. The next day Ahmad Khan, Amin Andari, and Abdul Kadir coliected some 
7,000 men and besieged the city. I then sent letters to some of my friends among the 
Sayids, the Hazaras, and the Wardaks. By the afternoon I had filled the Bala Hissar 
with my men. I passed the night there, and in the morning I left six Andaris as my 
lieutenants in the Bala Hissar, and leaving the fort I went to Siah Sang, where lives the 
son of Akor Shah Ali Akbar Sayid, who is a relative of mine. If God please, I will 
leave for your camp to-morrow, and will explain the matter to you verbally. Let us see 
how the rebels will treat my deputies. 

P.S.— After I left the rebels were ashamed of what they had done and dispersed to 
their homes. When I come to you I will make good arrangements for the affairs of this 
country. 


Enclosure 34 in No. 48. 
Translation of a Letter from GeneraL Roserts to the address of Manomeo Acuna, 
Governor of Ghazni, dated 10th November 1879. 


I nave received your letter and understood its contents. As you have now come out 
of Ghazni you had better come to me and explain everything verbally. When I have 
heard everything I will give suitable orders. 





Enclosure 35 in No. 48. 


Abstract Translation of a Letter from Asnunt Kapir Kuan, one of the Chiefs of 
Ghazni, to the Address of Gunerat Roserts, dated 22nd Zil Kuda=9th November 
1879. 


Wirn regard to the sons of Shahghassi Sherdil Khan I wrote to you that men had 
been sent after them to Kara Bagh and Jaghori to find out all about them. To-day my 
servant returned and said that Mahomed Said Agha had detained them at Kara Bagh, 
as he wanted to send his family also with them. A few days ago, with the help of 
Abdulla Khan, Hakim of Kara Bagh, and a servant of Mahomed Suid, they went 
to Mukar. The two sons of the Shahghassi, leaving their families at Mukar, have 
now gone on. 

{ mentioned in my former letter that Mahomed Said had collected some Mullahs, 
Maliks, Chiefs, and vagabonds at Ghazni, and had given them barats on the Tajiks. I 
stopped the barats by force. As their expenses were not paid, and my force was also 
strong, Mahomed Said ordered that government grain and camels might be given to 
them. | protected the stores and appointed my men over them. I have also kept the 
sovernment camels safe and did not give them up. On this account Mahomed Said, 
With General Mahomed Jan Khan and some Mullahs went towards Jagatu in Wardak. 
Some other Mullahs and the Andaris dispersed to their homes. I hope Mahomed Said 
and Mahomed Jan Khan’s party will also disperse. 

Baz Ali Khan will explain some matters verbally to you. 
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No, 49. 
Telegram from Secretary or State to Viceroy, 19th December 1879, (Extract,) 


We think that you should retain regiments which have not left India, and for which 


oe are on their way, and a good regiment from the Cape will come to India instead 
of home. 





No. 50. 


Telegram from Viceroy to Secretary or State, 20th December 1879. (Extract. ) 


I suatt be glad to retain relief regiments, and have regiment from Cape, but do not 
consider present needs justify application for reinforcements from England. 





No. 51. 
No. 254 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honorable Viscount Cransroox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


My Lorp, Fort William, December 31, 1879. 
WE have the honor to forward, for the ore of Her Majesty’s Government, 
” s 7 , 2 copy of the Kabul Diary* from the 30th of 
No. ee pie. "Roberts; November to the 6th of December, both days 
inclusive. 
We have, &c., 
(Signed) LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 
A. CLARKE. 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
W. STOKES. 
A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 51. 
No. 66, dated Kabul, 7th December 1879. 


From Lrevtenant-Generat Sir F. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Field 
Force, to A, C. Lyaur, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 


Department. 
I nave the honor to submit a diary for the week ending 6th December 1879. 


Kabul Diary, November 30th to December 6th, 1879. (Extract.) 

30th November.—A report received to-day to the effect that Usman Khan of ‘Tagao 
had advanced with his followers to Deh-i-Sabz. He is said to be concerting with the 
Kohistanis and General Muhammud Jan, Wardak, a plan for attacking cantonments.’ 

Sirdar Abdulla Khan writes from Logar under date the 29th, that some insurgents 
from Zurmat and Kharwar had arrived at Charkh and were threatening Logar. ne 
Logar people had promised to stand by him, and to have nothing to do with the 
i ents. : 
eR thie suggestion of General Daud Shah I have sent a letter to Mir Bacha Khan, a 
reputed leader of the malcontent party in Kohistan. I have called upon him to come! 
and assured him of honourable treatment if he does so. 

Yakub Khan was informed this evening that his departure was fixed for to-morrow. ; 

ist December.—At daybreak this morning the Ex-Amir left Kabul for Peshawur. 


He seemed in good spirits. 
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Brigadier-General Baker came in from Maidan. 

It is said that the Kohistanis and Tagao men have fixed upon to-night for a combined 
attack upon our position. ; 

9nd December.—Sirdar Shahbaz Khan writes from Charikar, under date the Ist of 
December, that he has assembled the Khans of Kohistan, and that they have now 
abandoned all intention of raising a disturbance. Mir Bacha has not obeyed his summons, 
but all the rest have consented to come in and pay their respects. Sirdar Ibrahim Khan 
writes from Balab in Kohdaman that he has distributed to the headmen the letters sent 
by me. Mir Bacha Khan has come in to him, and expressed his willingness to present 
himself at Kabul after quieting the people. Mir Bacha himself writes to me to the same 
effect. He says the people are much alarmed, and that they require to be reassured 
before he can leave them. This of course is only an excuse. 

Sirdar Abdulla Khan reports that the people of Kharwar and Zurmat are assembling 
and threaten a disturbance. Daud Shah appears to anticipate a general outbreak of 
disorder in Kohistan, Wardak, Logar, and Maidan. According to his information 
Usman Khan, Mir Bacha, and General Faiz Muhammud have promised to throw in their 
lot with the insurgents. 

Captain Burton heliographs from Seh Baba that Usman Khan has received letters from 
Mulla Mushk-i-Alam of Ghazni, inciting him to attack Lataband and Seh Baba. 

I held a Durbar this afternoon for the reception of any one who wished to be presented 
to me or to present any petition. 

Sirdar Fakir Muhammud of Khodaman attended and requested permission to return 
to his home, which I granted. The Rokhara Shahzada was also present, and a number 
of Barakzai Sirdars and city merchants. None had any special request to make. For 
the future I propose to hold a Durbar twice a week. 

A small amount of bhoosa was brought in to-day from Kohistan. 

3rd December.—Sirdar Abdulla Khan writes* that the insurgents from Zurmat and 
Kharwar advanced on the Ist from Charkh towards Logar, and 
that he went out to meet them with some Logaris. On the 
approach of the insurgents nearly all the Logaris deserted him, and he was forced to take 
refuge in a fort at the foot of the hills, where he was besieged at the time of writing. 

Sirdar Muhammud Hassan Khan reports from Maidan that two companies of Ardal 
Sepoys have entered the district under the leadership of the Mullas. He says the 
people of Maidan are disaffected, and that he is himself helpless, having with him only 
twenty unarmed men. 

Sirdar Ibrahim Khan came in this afternoon with some of the Kohistani headmen. 
Mir Bacha Khan was not of the number. 

It is rumoured that General Ghulam Haidar Khan has come down from Turkistan 
to Charikar with eight guns. 

_ 4th December. —Sirdar Muhammud Hassan Khan has beev murdered in Maidan. It 
: said that a body of insurgents entered his fort suddenly while he was writing, and cut 
im down. 
I wrote to Sirdar Abdullah Khan to-day, telling him that if he found himself in serious 
danger he was to come in. If too hard pressed to make his escape he was to let me 
know, and measures would be taken to send bim aid. 
also sent a letter to Sharbaz Khan, urging him to send in Mir Bacha and other 
Kohistani headmen if possible. 
5th December.—This morning I rode out to Charasiah with Sir Michael Kennedy, 
who has come up here for a few days, and went over the scene of the late engagement. 
A Hindu servant who came in from Maidan yesterday, reports that on the evening 
of the 3rd two or three hundred men, adherents of Mulla Mushk-i-Alam, arrived at 
Muhammud Azam Khan’s fort, where Sirdar Muhammnd Hassan Khan was staying, 
and forced their way in after firing the gate. The Sirdar told his men, about 50 in 
number, not to resist, as he would scttle the business himself. When the insurgents got 
in, they called upon him to come down from the tower in which he had taken refuge. 
edid so, and was beginning to loose his horse when he was cut down by an Ardal Sepoy 
and two Ghazis. The fort was then looted, and the Sirdar’s property carried off. 
Shahbaz Khan writes that he has succeeded in dispersing a body of insurgents who 
had assembled near Charikar. 
6th December.—I held a Durbar to-day, at which Sirdar Wali Muhammud Khan, 
Sirdar Hashim Khan, and many others were present. No special requests were 
Preferred, 

Sirdar Shahbaz Khan writes that a number of Kohistanis have assembled and marched 
towards Kabul, proclaiming a Ghaza. The factions of Sher Ali and Sarwar Khan are 
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fighting among themselves. The Sirdar thinks that the rising in Kohistan is likel 
become serious if not speedily checked. He forwards some letters from the insu; : c 
calling upon him to place himself at their head. I have sent word to him that he had 
better come in to Kabul for a day or two. : 
In the afternoon I had an interview with Sirdar Wali Muhammud and Sirdar Hashim 
Khan, and informed them that I proposed to make some change in existing arrangements 
Wali Muhammud remaining here for the present to help me in settling the country 
round Kabul, and Hashim Khan taking his place as Governor of Turkistan. I a 
them both clearly to understand that this was only a temporary measure, and that it had 
not yet received the sanction of Government. Both expressed themselves satisfied 
Afterwards I called in all the Kohistani headmen in camp, and warned them that unless 
the insurgents returned at once to their homes, or come in here and submitted, I should 


march a force into the district and destroy their villages. The headmen promised to do 
what they could to restore order. 





No. 52. 
No. 255 of 1879. 
Government of India.—Foreign Department. 


To the Right Honorable Viscount Cranproox, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
India. 


My Lorp, Fort William, December 31, 1879. 
We have the honor to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Gover- 
ment, a copy of further papers relating to affairs in Afghanistan. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 

F. P. HAINES. 

A. J. ARBUTHNOT. 

A. CLARKE. 

J. STRACHEY. 

E. B. JOHNSON. 

W. STOKES. 

A. R. THOMPSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 18th December 1879. 
From Commissioner, Peshawur, to Foreign Secretary, Calcutta. 

Lerreers from Mushk-i-Alam of Ghazni have reached Mohmands. Mulla Khalil is iD 
correspondence with Moghal Khan of Goshta. Gandoo and Pandili quiet, but it 1s pos: 
sible that Khawaizai, Baizai, Kandahari, and Safi Mohmands may rise under Mulla 
Khalil; and Fakir Mizan Khan of Lalpura requires careful management. He has been 
moved to summon and deal with all Mohmand Jirgas. Nearly all Afridis are down in their 
winter settlement. Afridis and Shinwaris all perfectly quiet. Every hope of their 
remaining so. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 18th December 1879. 


From Cotone, Tweentr, Jellalabad, to Foreren Secretary, Calcutta. 


TrLecram just received from Colonel Acton, Pezwan, thus :— Telegram begins. 
Communicated with Gough’s force to-day. Convoy, four companies 24th, going to 
Jagdallak to-morrow. No serious opposition. Gough goes on as soon as gets supplies. 
Will hold Jagdallak. Convoys will go daily. Telegram ends. 


193 


Enclosure 3 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 18th December 1879. 
From Generav Brieut, Jellalabad, to His Excellency the Viceroy, Calcutta. 

TeLrcram come Pezwan to-day as follows :—Here begins. Gough went out from 
Jagdallak yesterday. No details of operations received. Colonel Norman left this 
mid-day yesterday to support Gough, taking two Hazara guns, detachment 24th, 2nd 
Goorkhas, detachment Sappers, and forty men 72nd, to co-operate. Colonel Acton, 
with two companies 5lst, left this morning in further support. This leaves Gandamak 
held by details aggregating only one hundred and eighty-six men. Telegram ends. No 
news from Kabul, I shall keep Your Excellency fully informed. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 19th December 1879. 


From CotoneL Tweenrr, Jellalabad, to Forrien Secretary, Calcutta. 

TeLecram received last night from Colonel Acton, Pezwan:—Here begins. Last 
night Colonel Norman bivouacked, but was fired on. Two men slightly wounded. 
Returned to Pezwan to-night all well. Yesterday Macnaughten dispersed, with loss, 
body of Ghilzais. Macnaughten’s casualtics, two men wounded. Jagdallak fired on 
last night. One man severely wounded, Numbers of Ghilzais out, but seem only 
rabble ; attack go far contemptible. Telegram ends. Khugiani tribes between Rozabad 
and Surkub secin still on our side. All depends on our display of strength. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 20th December 1879. 
From Generar Gouen, Jagdallak, to Private Secretary To Viceroy. 


I was reinforced yesterday by 24th Punjab Native Infantry, and obtained some 
supplics. I expect convoy to-day with more. I heard to-day from Latabund, with 
message from General Roberts ordering me to advance on Kabul. I purpose carrying 
out his orders and march to-morrow with following foree: 9th Foot with details ; 72ud 
500; 2nd and 4th Goorkhas 800; 10th Bengal Lancers 20; one company Sappers 80 ; 
H. M. Battery 4 guns: total, 1.400. ‘lo Sch Baba on 21st, Latabund 22nd, Butkhak 
23rd, Kabul 24th, I purpose holding post as follows: under Colonel Norman, 24th 
Punjab Native Infantry; Pezwan, 45th Sikhs about 600; one company Sappers 80 ; 
10th Bengal Lancers 50; two guns I. A.; R.ILA.; Jagdallak Kotal ; two companies 
Sappers 200; one company 24th Punjab Native Infantry, about 80; 10th Bengal 
Lancers 12; Jagdallak Vort, 24th Punjab Native Infantry, 7 companics, about 520 ; 
10th Bengal Lancers 180; two guns H. M. Battery. I shall pick up Colonel Hudson 
with about 700 men and two guns at Latabund, and take him on towards Kabul. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 21st December 1879. 


l'rom Cotoney Tweeprr, Jellalabad, to Foreicn Secrrrary, Calcutta. 


GENERAL Goven telegraphs to-day from Jagdallak that, Asmatulla’s followers appear 
to be deserting. I myself have intelligence that Asmatulla was wounded other day 
during attack on one of Gough’s posts. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 21st. December 1879. 
Irom Commisstoner, Peshawur, to Foruicn Sucrurary, Calcutta, 


Moone. Kuan of Goshta fled to hills, will combine with Mulla Khalil. Also brother 
oF Mahmud Shah, formerly Khan of Lalpura, said to have gone towards Gandol. Dakka 
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fort and Lundikhana should be kept sufficiently strong to send out troo 
road and communications between the two places, if Mohmands should cross the yj 
and threaten them. Meanwhile Mohmands, Afridis, Shinwaris, al] absolutely A 


Khan of Lalpura expressing himself. as answerable for safet - 
: . a of road: . 
anxiety as yet. y 3 NO cause for 


Ps to keep open 





Enclosure 8 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 22nd December 1879. (Extract. ) 
From Generar Sir F. 8. Roserts, Kabul, to Viceroy, Calcutta. 


Kanu, 16th December.—We have been employed the last 48 hours in completing 
the defences of Sherpur. Enemy still occupy the hills overlooking city, but have 
not yet ventured into the plains. Our cavalry is constantly employed recomnoitring 
and yesterday afternoon a small column of infantry cleared the close country which 
intervened between Sherpur and the city. Gough’s brigade should be here on the 
20th instant. Communication with India should then be restored, as the troops now 
at Latabund will remain there, and Butkhak will be re-occupied. I am waiting 
only for an opportunity to strike a blow. If none offers before Gough arrives | will 
attack the following day, as I shall be strong enough then to hold the Bala Hissar and 
other important positions, and also I hope to disperse the enemy. Though IJ was 
aware the excitement was widespread, I had no reason to suppose such a gathering 
would take place, nor apparently did any of the Sirdars, or those on whom I have been 
mainly depending for information. Wali Muhammud and all the influential people who 
joined me on first reaching Kabul are with me in Sherpur, and it is not in their interests 
to conceal matters from me. It is evident that a strong religious feeling is at the bottom 
of the movement. The Mulla Mushk-i-Alam was joined by large numbers as he came 
along, and no ene probably could have foretold that his following would have been 
anything like as great as it is at the last. The city and large villages in the neighbour- 
hood of Kabul each furnished their quota, and our force on the 14th found itself opposed 
to such overwhelming numbers that it was necessary to concentrate it to prevent small 
parties being cut off. This I was enabled to do before dark. Your Excellency 
must not suppose that we cannot move out of Sherpur, or that I have any anxiety 
about the safety of my force, and, collected as we now are, I am quite confident 
of being able to maintain our position, and to beat the enemy whenever I get a chance. 
We are fairly off for ammunition, on an average about 350 rounds per rifle, and strict 
orders have been issued to economise expenditure, but itis desirable that more ammuni- 
tion, both for rifles and guns, should be sent up without delay. The troops are well and 
in good health. Our losses on 14th were more than reported in my message of that day. 
We had 28 killed and 99 wounded, of whom 8 have since died of their wounds. 





Enclosure 9 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 22nd December 1879. 


From Generar Sir F. §. Roserts, Kabul, to Viceroy, Calcutta. 


Kasur, 17th December—All quict since my telegram of yesterday. Weather 
unfortunately cloudy, thus preventing communication by heliograph with Latabund. I 
have no news of Gough’s brigade, but expect it here not later than 20th. There will 
then be no delay in clearing the enemy out of the neighbourhood of Kabul. Further 
reports agree as to heavy loss suffered by enemy on 13th and 14th. Asman Khan, 
of Tagao, and some other influential were killed. Large numbers of killed and wounded 
have been taken away, and, from what I hear, the total number of the enemy 8 
less thun it was. At the same time I think it better to wait for reinforcements betore 
attacking again, and do the work thoroughly. Majority of the wounded are doing or 
but some of the knife and sword wounds are very severe. There was a good deal o 
fighting at close quarters. All well. 
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Enclosure 10 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 22nd December 1879. 


From Genera Sir I’. §. Roserts, Kabul, to Viceroy, Calcutta. 


Kanun, 18th December.—All quiet since my telegram of yesterday. Enemy appeared 
shortly before noon on Siah Sang range and heights to west of Sherpur; they were 
quickly dislodged with some loss. Our casualties, one Sepoy, 5th Punjab Infantry, 
slightly wounded, and a Goorkha accidentally shot on picquet. Weather still cloudy. 
No heliographic communication possible with Latabund. Latest dates from India by 
telegraph 13th and by letter 6th December. Wounded doing well, except Major Cook, 
sth Goorkhas. The majority of the Ghilzais do not scem at present to have taken a 
very active part in the combination against us; and, as Gough’s brigade doubtless 
advancing, the eastern Ghilzais will probably keep quict until they see the result of 
more troops reaching Kabul. Asmatulla Khan has sent word to the cnemy that he will 
soon join them with 5,000 men. His neighbour Osman Khan of Tagao having been 
killed and good many of his followers dispered, Asmatulla may hesitate to come so far 
from his own country. He will, I think, if Gandamak and Jagdallak are strongly held. 
Of this I have no information. No news having been received from the Khyber line 
since 13th instant, when I got short telegram from General Gough, saying that he would 
advance rapidly on Kabul. I ain doing all I can to break up combination against us, 
but nothing short of driving off the enemy by force from the neighbourhood of Kabul 
will have any real effect. Mahomed Jan, the Wardak General and practical leader of 
the enemy, has proclaimed Musa Khan, eldest son of Yakub Khan, Amir. It is reported 
that Yakub Khan’s wife has distributed large sums of money to the enemy, and that the 
houses and property of Wali Muhammud and other Sirdars with me have been plundered. 
All well. 


Enclosure 11 in No, 52. 
Telegram, dated 22nd December 1879. (Extract.) 


From GeEnerat Roserts to Viceroy. 


Kasut, 19th December.—Slight skirmishes with enemy yesterday. One or two of 
their principal men were killed. Our loss, Lieutenant Sunderland, 72nd; a private 67th 
Foot, slightly wounded; one Sepoy, 5th Punjab Infantry, killed. Snow fell during the 
night, but it is disappearing off southern slopes of hills. Heliographic communication 
with Latabund for some hours to-day. Garrison there has rations up to and for 23rd. 
[have sent Gough peremptory orders to move on Kabul without delay. The longer 
city is occupied by the enemy, the more our prestige suffers. When joined by Gough’s 
and Hudson’s forces, I hope to have no difficulty in re-asserting our supremacy. Troops 
are hard-worked, but continue well and in famous spirits. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 22nd December 1879. 
From Generar Roverts, Kabul, to Fortran Secrerary, Calcutta, 


Kaxsut, 20th December.—Colonel Hudson heliographs from Latabund that letters and 
telegrams despatched from this on 18th and 19th instant have reached. I hope, there- 
fore, that you are now in possession of all that has occurred here to date, as I sent 
copies of all former telegrams by the messengers of yesterday and day before. I also 
hope General Gough will advance without further delay. ‘Sixty Yaboos laden with 
grain travelled safely last night from this to Latabund, showmg that the road so far is 
open, 

Position here is unchanged. ‘The enemy lost several men yesterday. Our casualties 
were Lieutenant Montanaro, R.A., dangerously wounded, six of 67th, one 9th Lancers, 
one 12th Bengal Cavalry, six 3rd Sikhs, and two camp-followers, all wounded. Major 
Cook, 5th Goorkhas, I deeply regret to report, died yesterday of his wounds, 

I hope officers will be sent to replace casualties. Four are required for artillery, two 
for 1-A., and one for each mountain battery. Bailward having been  invalided, 
oth Lancers are very short of officers, 12th and 14th Cavalry, 3rd Sikhs, 5th Punjab 
Infantry, and 5th Goorkhas, each require two officers. Captain Connellan and 
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Lieutenant Tuite, 67th, and Captain Frome, 72nd, are laid up with small-pox, N 
assistance can be afforded by British to Native regiments. Lieutenant Liddell has i : 
attached temporarily to Horse Artillery battery, and Sir Charles Wolseley shale 
Yeomanry Cavalry to 9th Lancers. Jor the 12th and 14th Cavalry, trained cialis 
officers should, if possible, be sent. : 

There are only 4 per cent. British troops sick, and including wounded a little over 
6 per cent. Pneumonia is on the increase, owing to great cold and exposure; but 


considering everything, the force is very healthy, and the sick and wounded are well 
cared for. All well. 


Enclosure 13 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 22nd December 1879. 


From Genera Bricur, Jellalabad, to Vicrroy, Calcutta. 

Hunprep and fifty men, 8th N. I. reached Dakka to-day, setting free detachment 22nd, 
which came on to Basawal escorting ammunition. Head-quarters 3rd B. C. reached 
Barikab to-day, head-quarters, 22nd P. I., and remainder, 45th Sikhs, reached Gandamak, 
I have no news of Gough, and it is now cloudy, so I shall probably get none till 
to-morrow. I hear that the Khugianis are just awaiting the turn of events, but are quiet 


at present. Colonel Acton reported all quiet at Pezwan yesterday, and a convoy went 
on from there to Jagdallak to-day. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 24th December 1879. (Extract). 


From Commissioner, Peshawar, to Forrtan Secr etary, Calcutta. 
Cunntnauam reports from Khyber that Mulla Khalil has failed to raise the Baizai, 
who demand that Bajouris should move first. No armed gathering of Mohmands likely 


for some time. Khan of Lalpura will hold the river bank. No reason to apprehend 
trouble in the Knyber. 


Enclosure 15 in No, 52. 
Telegram, dated 24th December 1879. 


From Genera Bucur, Jellalabad, to Foreicn Secrerary, Calcutta. 

247H December 1879.—The political situation to the south of this amongst the 
Shinwaris, and to the north and eastwards continues good. Rumours of Mohmund 
gathering under Mulla Khalil are still heard, but they have not as yet committed any 
overt act of hostilities. at 

Colonel Tweedie left yesterday for Gandamak, and will inform me of the state 0 
affairs there and the feelings of the Khugianis. General Gough has passed Latabund in 
safety, and should be in Kabul to-day. Report just received that the J agdallak post, 
which is very stongly fortified, was being attacked by the Hisarak Ghilzais in force. 
Reinforcewents are being rapidly pushed up. Little cause for anxiety. 


Enclosure 16 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 24th December 1879. 


From Coronet Twerprm, Gandamak, to ForeicN SECRETARY, Calcutta. 


Trvecram just in from Pezwan reporting that attack on Jagdallak had ceased, and 
enemy dispersed. 
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Enclosure 17 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 24th December 1379. 


From Coronet Tweevir, Gandamak, to Forrien Secrerary, Calcutta. 


Conone. Norman, P.N.I., commands at Jagdallak, and reports, further, that the 
attack on his post, when Major Thackeray was badly hit yesterday, was made in force, 
but enemy was repulsed with loss. Only one sepoy killed and one wounded. Norman 
says sapper carbines are of little use. He adds that there is no cause for alarm, and that 
the Ghilzais will keep quiet now for some time. General Arbuthnot has ordered up 
reinforcements from Pezwan to Jagdallak, distance of only eight miles; shall stay here 
two days. 





Enclosure 18 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 25th December 1879. 


From Generat Bricut, Jellalabad, to Forercn Secretary, Calcutta. 

Last night the Dalangai post in Choragalli near Ali Boghan was attacked by a strong 
sand of raiders, supposed to be Mandezai Shinwaris. Some cartmen, contrary to all 
orders, iad taken shelter there for the night, instead of going on to Barikab camping 
ground, and would not return to Ali Boghan, although warned by the post men. Of 
these cartmen 15 were killed and six wounded, of whom two were post-men. The same 
band moved against another station at the Ziarat, close to Ali Boghan, but were driven 
away by the guard, assisted by the villagers who turned out on the alarm. No other 
disturbance reported. 


Enclosure 19 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 25th December 1879. 


Irom Cotonet. Tweepie, Gandamak, to loretcn Secretary, Calcutta. 
Your telegram yesterday. Not certain where Sirdar Musa Khan is. All natives here 
and Jellalabad believe him to be in Kabul city with the enemy. But no one believes 
Mushk-i-Alam will at present proclaim a new Amir. 


Enclosure 20 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 25th December 1879. 


From Cotonet Twrepir, Gandamak, to Foreign Secretary, Calcutta. 


Arrack on Jagdallak Kotal happened thus:—Major Thackeray had been ordered 
out to burn sinall villages two miles from post ; village proved empty and was burned. 
As he returned, he was followed by about 3,000 Ghilzais, who attacked post from 
three afternoon to midnight; left no wounded behind. Asmatulla supposed to have 
commanded them, ‘hackeray’s wound, bullet in clbow. Khugianis still uncertain. 
Ghilzais seem up in arms very generally. Our strength lies not in maintaining small 
posts, but in concentration of our troops until decisive movements feasible. At guerilla 
warfare Afghans have many advantages. Daily small convoys most harassing to our 
troops while inviting attack. Communications when only nominally maintained, and 
that at great cost, are of questionable value in country like this. 


Enclosure 21 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 26th December 1879. 


From Grenrrat Bricur, Jcllalabad, to Foruicn Secretary, Calcutta, 


Munammupn Hassan Kuan, accompanied by Fez Muhammud Khan and a gathering, 
has proceeded towards Jagdallak with the intention of joining Asmatulla; and in all 
probability the two met yesterday. Asmatulla is said to have followed General Gough’s 
force for a short way, and then turned back to his old post. Our positions in front 
have been well strengthened, and no attack on them yesterday reported. 
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Mohmands have kept quiet up to date. 


Strong parties of cavalry sent out yesterday and this morning to trace the raiders who 


attacked the Dalangai Chowkie already reported. The wounded sufferers b 
: : : a 
brought in here for medical treatment. ve been 


Enclosure 22 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 26th Deceinber 1879. 


From Coronet Tweepir, Gandamak, to Forrrcn Secretary, Calcutta. 


Norman signals to-day from Jagdallak that, as he yesterday returned from Pezwan 
Asmatulla with 300 men tried to intercept, but beaten off with loss. Norman had 
three wounded. Snow fell last night Jagdallak. Norman says his men overworked 
and infantry reinforcement required. Norman had no news up to this morning from 
Gough or Kabul. ‘Two mountain guns leave this to-morrow for Pezwan and J agdallak, 
and Pezwan will send on with them to Jagdallak two companies 51st Foot. Am trying 
to open communication with Gough’s rear through Kuch camelmen. 


Enclosure 23 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 27th December 1879. 


From Generat Bricurt, Jellalabad, to Foreign Secretary, Calcutta. 


News received from Pezwan says, that in the attack of 23rd Ghilzais suffered very 
severely, and they are said to be getting disheartened in consequence of their want of 
success. News from Laghman shows that Asmutulla and Muhammud Hassan’s 
gatherings are beginning to desert already, and are returning secretly to their homes. 
The raid on Dalangai post wus committed by the Hassan Khels section of the Mandezai 
Shinwaris. The Mohmands still keep quiet, but the Khans of Goshta and Giadah are 
constantly flitting up to the hills, where they have sent up their families, and their attitude 
is unfriendly. All well. 


Enclosure 24 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 27th December 1879. 


From Commissroner, Peshawur, to Foreign Secretary, Calcutta. 
Trines all quiet, although Mallas are agitating among Mohmands and Shinwaris. 


Enclosure 25 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 28th December 1879. 


From Generat Roserts, Kabul, to Foreran Secretary, Barrackpoor. 


Kasur, 21st December.—I received report to-day, heliograph, from Latabund that 
Gough’s brigade was to be at Seh Baba to-day, Latabund to-morrow, and here on 24th. 
Enemy are still very numerous, but with troops Gough is bringing I hope to be able to 
clear them out of Kabul. To assist in this I shall withdraw the Latabund post, if 
troops sufficient to hold it and Sch Baba cannot be pushed up from the rear. Commu- 
nication between Kabul and Jagdallak will, I fear, be uncertain, until I can send back a 
couple of regiments from this. One casualty yesterday, man of 92nd wounded ; 
Lieutenant Montanaro died yesterday of his wound, ‘Total casualties to last night, 
77 killed, including eight officers and one follower; 220 wounded, including 15 officers 
and four followers, and two missing ; two officers and ten men have since died of theit 
wounds. Native troops have four per cent. sick, and including wounded, between five 
and six per cent. Officer commanding 72nd Highlanders, asks that Licutenants 
Drummond, Gore-Langton, and Campbell may be ordered to rejoin the regiment. 
Captain Guiness has returned temporarily from staff regimental duty. Situation 
unchanged. All well. . 
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Enclosure 26 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 27th December 1879. 


From Generat Roserts, Kabul, to Foreign Secretary, Barrackpoor. 


Kasur, 23rd December.—Desultory attacks all yesterday, one casualty, a private, 
67th Foot, wounded. During the day information was received that a general attack 
wouid be made at day-break to-day, the signa] being a fire lighted on Asmi heights. 
Large numbers of the enemy were seen occupying the more distant villages during the 
day and coming into the near ones as it got dark. At 6 a.m. the light appeared, and 
immediately afterwards attack commenced on three sides. We were all prepared. On 
the south and west sides, the enemy did not show much determination, but on the 
north-east corner of Bemaru heights some thousands collected, and evidently contem- 
plated assaulting the position. General Hugh Gough commanded. He, with the able 
assistance of Colonel Jenkins, made an admirable disposition. As soon as the intention of 
the enemy was fully developed, I determined on a counter attack with cavalry and 
artillery ; these issued by the gorge between the Bemaru heights, and opening fire on 
the enemy’s flank, speedily dislodged them from the place they had taken up on the 
north-east corner. The cavalry pursued and cut up numbers of the enemy, who, 
retiring from all points, beat a hasty retreat into the city. We have now occupied some 
of the advanced villages, more particularly those on the Butkhak road, so as to ensure 
the advance of General Charles Gough’s brigade to-morrow unmolested ; his camp is 
visible about six miles to the east. I shall take the initiative either to-morrow aiternoon 
or the following morning, and hope soon to report that Her Majesty’s troops have again 
got possession of the Bala Hissar and city of Kabul. Our casualties to-day have been 
few. Numbers will be telegraphed to-morrow. I grieve to report the death of two 
gallant officers, Captain Dundas and Lieutenant Nugent, Royal Enginecrs, caused by 
an untimely explosion while engaged in blowing up the towers of a neighbouring 
village. 


tiinclosure 27 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 24th December 1879. 
From Genurat Rosents, Kabul, through Pezwan, to Foreign Secretary, Calcutta. 


Kasvt, 24th December. —Our success yesterday was more complete and the enemy’s 
loss more severe than I was aware of when despatching my telegram last evening. The 
Kohistanis and Logaris, also people living near Kabul, went straight to their houses after 
being defeated. The remainder went to the city fora few hours, but during the night 
they all fled. Mulla Mushk-i-Alam and General Muhammud Jan, the two leaders, went 
off early. Tahir Khan, son of Muhammud Sharif Khan, who has been very active 
against us, has, it is reported, taken away Musa Khan, eldest son of Yakub Khan, and 
escaped towards Wardak. Cavalry have gone in pursuit. The Bala Hissar and city 
will be taken possession of this afternoon, and the former will be occupied, if I can be 
satisfied that there is no danger to the troops from gunpowder. Yakub Khan’s wife and 
mother, and Yahia Khan’s wife, who isa daughter of the celebrated Sirdar Akbar Khan, 
will be brought into Sherpur to-day. They have done all in their power to keep up the 
excitement, and it is reported that they contemplate flight. Our losses yesterday were 
(not ?) great, five killed, including the two Royal Engineer officers accidentally blown up, 
and 33 wounded, including Lieutenant Gambier, 5th Punjab Cavalry, severely, and 
Lieutenant Burn-Murdoch, R.E., slightly wounded. 

[ have telegraphed to General Bright to occupy Sch Baba by detachment of Native 
Infantry from Jagdallak, and to send a regiment of Native Infantry to Latabund; 
It ls very important this should be done without delay. Butkhak will be occupied 
by troops from this to-morrow ; in this way communication with India will be rapidly 
restored, 

Her Majesty's gracious message has been received aud published to the troops, who 
are much gratified. 

The majority of the wounded are doing well. 


ener Charles Gough’s brigade arrived this morning. Slight snow last night. All 
well, 
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Enclosure 28 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 28th December 1879. 


From Commissioner, Peshawur to Forein Secrerary, Barrackpoor. 
Kuyser tribes perfectly quiet ; every prospect of their remaining so. Mulla Khalil’s 


efforts to raise Mohmands and Bajouris are ineffectual. Reconciliation effected between 
Khan of Lalpura and his brother Akbar. 


Enclosure 29 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 28th December 1879. 
Yrom Genera Bricut, Jellalabad, to Foretcn Secretary, Barrackpoor. 


Yrstervay the Daronta gorge was reconnoitred by a strong party from here under 
Colonel Limond, with a view to ascertaining the feasibility of making a road along it 
into the Lughman valley should the route be taken in hand later on ; the party returned 
to camp the same evening unmolested. Asmatulla forts and villages in Lughman were 
reported to be denuded of men; the gathering with him consists mainly of Jubbar Khel 
Ghilzais, few of the Tajik population of that valley having joined as yet against us. 
The Governor of Lughman, who is son of Sirdar Yahia Khan, is stated to have kept 
aloof from them up to date. Molmands and Khugianis continue quiet. General 
Robert’s victory at Kabul, the flight of Mushk-i-Alam and Muhammud Jan, and the 
dispersion of Kohistanis and others, have been widcly circulated here by our present 
Governor, Sirdar Maddad Khan, amongst surrounding tribes, and will have good effect. 


Enclosure 30 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 27th December 1879. 
From Cartain A. Cononty, Peiwar Kotal, to Foretun Secretary, Calcutta. 


Letrer just in from Mirak Shah Ali Khel, to say reliable news from Dobundi that, 
on the 24th, 6,000 men, having prepared scaling ladders, assaulted the Sherpur entrench- 
ments in a most determined manner ; that Padshah Khan, who was supposed to be acting 
under secret orders from us, first desisted and fled, on which he was followed by the rest. 
Our troops, issuing from the entrenchment, pursued, inflicting frightful slaughter. The 
ground round Sherpur lay thick with corpses. Those who escaped spread consternation 
far and wide. This message has been sent to Gencral Watson, and is also repeated to 
you direct, as the Gencral is at Shinak to-day, where there is no telegraph office, and 
considerable delay might ensue in the further transmission of this news, which is most 
important, if true, as I believe it to be. 


Enclosure 31 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 28th December 1879. 
From GeneraL Watson, Balesh Khel, to Foreron Srcrerary, Barrackpoor. 


Two inches of snow fell at Kuram yesterday, heavy on Peiwar Kotal. No movements 
of tribes reported. 


Enclosure 32 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 19th December 1879. 


From Mason Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Forern Secretary, Calcutta. 


Tuear is nothing to relate this week. No further details regarding affairs at Herat 
have reached Kandahar. Mir Afzul is meeting with increased opposition from Durams 
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of Farah district. His fuunily is at Lash Juwain. That of Ghulam Muhaiuddin has 
crossed into Persia, where both Sirdars are preparing to follow. The news of Ayub’s 
imprisonment has excited much grief among certain of the Barakzai ladies, who were 
redicti:s his triumphal march to Kandahar. Captain Molloy reports all quiet in 
Kelat-i-Ghilzai and Mukur districts. ‘The Andari and Taraki Chiets continue to 
make unasked-for professions of friendship. It has been found necessary to despatch a 
body of Afghan troops to the Hazara frontier beyond Tirin, where the people have 
refused to pay their revenues. All quiet here. Health of Europeans excellent: 
natives not quite so good. Weather colder, sky cloudy, and threatening rain or snow. 


Enclosure 33 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 21st December 1879. 


From Masor St, Jonn, Kandahar, to Foreign Secretary, Calcutta. 

Mo..oy writes, on 19th, that all is quiet as fur as Kukur, but chiefs of Tokhi and 
Hotak Ghilzais have left Kelat without permission. Rumours of approaching aban- 
donment of country by us appear to have unsettled them more than news of actual 
events at Kabul. 





Enclosure 34 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 22nd December 1879. 


From Major St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreran Secretary, Calcutta. 


Syup Munammup Suan, son of late Sirdar Azam, has arrived at Kelat-i-Ghilzai from 
Kabul, after being twice robbed on road. He reports fighting to have taken place 
between Hazaras and Ali Khel Ghilzais, in which latter were worsted. No other sign 
of disturbance among Southern Ghilzais. 


Enclosure 35 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 25th December 1879. 


From Mayor Sr. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreten Secretary, Calcutta. 


WEEKLY summary of news. Christmas day. The events at Kabul have not as yet 
had any effect in disturbing the tranquillity of the Durani country, though the Ghilzais 
of Kelat are somewhat uneasy, but no open outbreak has taken place, or is expected. 
The events at Herat, on the contrary, have produced some excitement, but more 
curiosity to know what the English Government. intends to do (with?) Abu Bekr, the 
Alizai, who murdered Colonel Morris. Mirza has been committing robberies, and orders 
Were sent to Sahib Khan, another Alizai Chief, to arrest him. He fled, but his fort has 
been destroyed. The messenger from the Taimuni Char Aimak Chiefs has been sent 
back with Ictters and presents to them. 

Syud Muhammud_ Shah, formerly collector of revenue here, returned from Kabul 
yesterday, having been robbed on the road. He reports country beyond Mukur in a 
state of complete anarchy. The Ali Khel Ghilzais are fighting with the Hazaras, and 
mie been defeated in one action. Rain fell on the 24th, but weather has now cleared 
gain, 


Enclosure 36 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 26th December 1879. 


From Masor Sv. Joun, Kandahar, to Moretun Secretary, Calcutta, 


Mir Auman Kuan, a Popalzai of good family, with three attendants, attempted to run 
4 muck through the cantonment this morning. The leader and two followers were cut 
own, the fourth escaped, but is being pursued: none of our people hurt. Two of Mir 
hinad’s uncles have been conspicuous on our side from the time of our entry, and a 
urd is the trusted adviser of Sirdar Sher Ali. 


Pant, 


Ce 


202 
Enclosure 37 in No. 52. 
Telegram, dated 26th December 1879. 


I'rom Masor St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreign Secrerary, Calcutta. 
Sirpar Apew-gs-Satam Kuan has just returned from Herat, which 

ago. He has letters from Muhammud Ayub not yet delivered. His 
disturbance there is as follows:—There were three Herati regiments quartered at 
Maimena under command of Faizullah Khan, Ishakzai, when Ayub camped outside with 
the intention of marching on Kandahar. He sent for Faizullah and his three Tegiments 
and left them in the city, making over civil charge to Abdullah Khan, Nasiri. A few 
days afterwards Faizullah declared himself governor, shut the gates, and mutilated some 
50 soldiers of the Kabuli regiments, who had returned to the city. The next day Ayub 
having sworn the regiments and tribal horsemen with him on the Koran, sent two Kabulj 
and the Kandahar regiments to attack Herat. The three Herati regiments came out to 
meet them, and were completely worsted with the loss of 300 men. In the fight that 
ensued Faizullah and the rest fled the city, was then plundered by the Kabulis, and 


Ayub returned to it with the rest of the troops. He has now given up his intention of 
moving on Kandahar, and wishes to treat with us. 


he left 19 days 
account of the 


Enclosure 38 in No. 52. 
No. 62, dated Kabul, 3rd December 1879. 


From Lisurenant-Generat Sir F. Roserts, K.C.B., V.C., Commanding Kabul Field 


Force, to A. C. Lyaut, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department. 


I wave the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor-General in Council, the following report regarding Mulla Mushk-i-Alam 
of Ghazni. 

2. The Mulla’s movements first attracted my attention some weeks ago, when it was 
reported that he had collected a force in the neighbourhood of Ghazni, and was busily 
inciting the Wardak people to a holy war. I was not at first disposed to attach any 
great importance to the news, for Mushk-i-Alam was generally spoken of as a very old 
man, disabled by bodily infirmity from taking an active part against us, and possessing 
little power over the chiefs and people. But there can be no doubt, from all that has 
lately come to my knowledge, that the Mulla’s reputation as a religious teacher bas 
gained for him some influence in various parts of the country, and the course of events 
during the last few months has enabled him, in spite of his age and reputed infirmities, 
to bring this influence to bear with considerable effect. By coming forward as the 
chawpion of a holy war, he has succeeded in collecting bodies of armed men in Wardak 
and the neighbourhood, and the preaching of his emissaries has caused some uneasiness 
in Kohistan, Tagao, and Logar. For some days past it has been confidently reported in 
Kabul that Usman Khan, a leading Malik of ‘Tagao, was cuncerting with the aan 
an attack upon the British position at Sherpur. Of course any such attempt could only 
end in the discomfiture of the attacking force, but the fact of its being generally sate 
of as possible, and even probable, shows the Mulla’s exhortations, coming at a time W o 
the natura] reaction of feeling against us as foreigners was setting in, have done harm ! 
this part of the country. Further, it is almost certain that the continued reluctance ; 
Asmatulla Khan to leave the hills has been due in great measure to Mushk-i-Alam, Ww? 
is his peer or spiritual guide. ; 

3. The excitement Senn at present to be subsiding. The Wardak LL a ee 
said to have completely dispersed. On the 27th November a number of them Ce 
surprise a small party of General Baker’s cavalry at the village of Beni Badam, bu ti 
repulsed with the loss of their leader, after exchanging a few shots, and this see 
have thoroughly disheartened the rest. weg ; ; ly failed 

An attempt made to intimidate the Logaris into refusing supplies has iapey hat ; 
and they are bringing in bhoosa freely. The Tagao men have not assembled or 
assembled at a distance in insignificant nuinbers, oh, act of 

Finally, it is evident that the Kohistanis are shrinking from any oped 
aggression. 

heir leading Maliks have been in communication with Sirdar Muhammud le 
Khan, whom I sent out to reassure the people, and I have reason to believe 
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most influential among thein will come in to pay their respects before many days are 


i Nevertheless there can be no doubt that a certain amount of uneasiness and latent 
discontent, due in great measure to the intrigues of Mushk-i-Alam, prevails in the 
country round Kabul ; and I shall watch most carefully for any syiuptoms of its increase. 
The Mulla himself I shall do my best to secure. This will of course be difficult, but it 
is possible that during the winter I may be able to effect his capture and surrender. 
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No. 1. 


Extracr from Despatcu to the Government of Inpra, dated J uly 17, 1879 
No. 261 (Iinancial). 


52. The low state to which your balances had been reduced at the beginning 
of March* compelled your Excellency to request that the amount of bills offered 
for sale weekly might not exceed 25 lacs, and it was not until the 16th of May 
that you were able to intimate your ability to mect larger drawings. The result 
is that up to the 9th of July bills have only been sold to the extent of 
Rs. 4,20,00,000, and, assuming that an average of 30 lacs can be disposed of 
weekly to the end of November, the total amount allotted would then be 
Rs. 10,20,00,000, which at ls. 7$d. the rupee would give 8,287,5001. The 
requirements of the year were estimated at 17,290,0002. but have since been 
reduced to 15,000,000/., of which, perhaps, 500,000. may be obtained by the 
purchase of gold in India. This leaves about 62 millions sterling to be obtained 
in the last four months of the year, which, even taking the exchange as high 
as Is. 9d. the rupee, would imply an average drawing of 42 lacs a week. Ex- 
perience does not warrant the belief that the market will bear so heavy a drain, 
except in the height of the export season; and I am anxious, therefore, to 
impress on your Government the necessity of making such arrangements in 
future years as will admit of the largest drawings at the time when your 
treasuries are at the fullest, if the rate of exchange should then be favourable. 


No, 2. 


Terecram from the Viceroy, September 9, 1879. 


‘Although it is of course impossible now to estimate future military expenditure 
in Afghanistan, it is desirable that Her Majesty's Government should know that 
in all other respects our financial prospects seem to us very favourable. 

As regards present year, the condition of our cash balance is such that there is 
no room for anxiety, all branches of revenue are satisfactory, the rainy season has 
been highly favourable through India, and we may reasonably anticipate for next 
year general internal prosperity. i 

Following estimate assumes exchange value of rupee at one shilling and seven- 
pence. By arrangements already scttled, with complete approval of Local 
Governments, we can reckon on reducing provincial grants next year by mort 
than 700,000/., but we shall be able to make equally large reductions after 
1880-81. These measures, together with savings on Public Works and otherwise, 
would, if peace had been maintained, have secured for next year a poe 
surplus of at least two millions. ‘This estimate supposes not only that no eat 
taxation will be imposed, but that large exemptions will be made in favour 0 
poorer classes now liable to license tax. It also takes credit for no seat 
military charges consequent on Commission now sitting, although we hope a 
this will ultimately be large, nor for any reduction in Home military charges, | 
which we again earnestly beg your attention. By extending license tax to ore 
and other classes, as already sanctioned by you on 21st November last, and by 
other measures, which will be reported hereafter, we think it probable that iS 
shall be able to raise our surplus next. year, apart from fresh military Charges 
three millions. We hope this will more than suffice to meet all probable a : 
tional expenditure in Afghanistan, although it may be necessary to susp? 
operations of famine surplus. 


Q 1468, Wt. P. 242. 


3 
No. 3. 
TrLecram to the Viceroy, October 3, 1879. 

Yours 9th September. ‘Taking rupee at 192d., we ought to draw weekly in 
October 35 lacs, November and December 40, January and. February 45, March 40. 
This is within estimate of rupee drawings, but will give us half million more ster- 
ling, which must be drawn, if possible, considering fresh heavy demands for 


railway stores. - 

Referring to Afghanistan, have you any doubt as to ability to meet such drafts ? 
Having to deal with Five per cent. Stock, any material reduction of drawings may 
be very embarrassing. 





No. 4. 
TeLecram from the Viceroy, October 6, 1879, 


Remittance proposals 3rd., accepted meanwhile. Despatch follows. 





No. 5. 
Lerrer from the Government of Inpia, October 16, 1879, No. 335 (Financial), 


My Lorp, . 
We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt from Your Lordship, 
dated 3rd instant, of the following telegram :— 


“Yours dated 9th September. ‘Taking (the) Rupee (at) 1s. 72d., we ought to 
draw, weekly, in October 35 lakhs, (in) November and December 40, (in) Janu- 
ary and February 45, (and in) March 40. This is within the estimate of rupee 
drawings, but will give us half a million more sterling, which must be drawn if 
possible, considering (your) fresh heavy demands for railway stores. Referring to 
Afghanistan, have you any doubt as to (your) ability of meeting such drafts ? 
Having to deal with Five Per Cent. Stock, any material reduction of drawings 
may be very embarrassing.” 


2. We replied on the 6th instant as follows :— 


“ (Your) remittance proposals (of the) third, accepted meanwhile. Despatch 
follows.” 


3. Provision was made in our Estimates for the remittance of £15,000,000 at a 
cost of Rs. 18,95,20,000: but we did not expect to cover the whole net current 
expenditure proper from the Home Treasury, which was estimated at £15,738,900, 
exclusive of Debt and Railway Capital transactions, and is now, we apprehend, 
likely largely to exceed this sum. Including our shipments of gold, we have 
remitted to the Home Treasury during the first six months of the year, that is to 
say, to the end of September, £6,548,59x, at a cost of Rs. 7,99,52,059. Your 
Lordship now proposes to sell bills on us, during the latter half of the year, for 
Rs, 10,95,00,000, by which you estimate that you will raise, at 1s. 73d. the rupee, 
£9,010,937. Tf this programme is realised, we shall have remitted, during 1879- 
80, in all, €15,559,535, at a cost of Rs. 18,94,52,059. 

4. We fully concur with Your Lordship as to the extreme importance of 
our remitting, yearly, a sum at Jeast cqual to the net expenditure proper 
from the Home Treasury. We explicitly and unreservedly recognize our 
obligation in this respect, and we should have been glad not only to meet 
the demands which Your Lordship now proposes to make upon us, but even 
to remit one or two crores of rupees more than you intimate your intention of 
drawing. The revenues of the current year are, so far, prosperous; and, but 
for the renewal of hostilities in Afghanistan, we should have had no difficulty 
Mm mecting Your Lordship’s drafts to any extent to which you are likely to be 
able to dispose of them. 

». ‘The war will, however, necessarily, be costly. We have been obliged to 
undertake the construction of railways towards our North-Western Frontier, 
which are estimated to cost between 14 and 2 crores of rupees before the 
close of the year, and our military operations inust, inevitably, involve the free 
expenditure of moncy in other respects. 
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6. It will be our anxious desire to avoid placing any c 
drafts upon us: but your Lordship will undemtand ‘that Ye note 
present time, possible for us to say confidently that we shall be able to = 
your Lordship’s bills to the full extent proposed in your message. We shal 
not fail to communicate to your Lordship without delay any further conclusi : 
which we may be able later on to form. : a 
We have, &c. 

Lytron, 

F. P. Haines. 

A. J. Arsurunor, 

A. Cuarke, 

J. Srracuey. 

E. B. Jounson. 

W. Sroxes. 

A. R. Txompson, 


No. 6. 


I'xrract of a Lerrer from the Government of Inp1a, December 19, 1879, 
No. 405 (Financial). 


Para. 1. In continuation of our Despatch No. 87a, dated 13th March last, we 
have the honour to present abstract revised estimates of our revenue and expendi. 
ture in 1879-80, which show a net improvement of £359,000 as follows :—- 

Original Present 











‘Estimates. Estimates, Better: be 
Revenue “ - 64,562,000 67,056,000 —-2,494,000 = 
Expenditure -  - 65,957,000 —_ 68,092,000 ee 2,135,000 
Deficit - - 1,395,000 1,036,000 359,000 


2. The revised estimates include a special additional expenditure of £3,500,000 
to be incurred, during the year, in consequence of the renewal of hostilities 
in Afghanistan, namely :— 


£ 
Railways to Kandahar, Khushalgarh, and Peshawar - 7 - 2,500,000 
Under the head of “ The Army,” in addition to the £2,000,000 
originally provided - - - - - - 1,000,000 


Total - £3,500,000 


3. Notwithstanding the instructions contained in your Lordship’s Despatches, 
Nos. 161 and 162, dated 23rd October, we have, for the present, entered the 
first of these items under No. 34, State Railways, and, unless we hear from you 
to the contrary, we shall persevere in this course. We submit that, in view of 
our hereafter working these lines, like the rest of our lines, as commercial under- 
takings, it is not convenient that their capital cost should now appear under the 
head of “The Army”; also, that, in any case, it seems scarcely justifiable to 
connect the cost of great permanent works of this kind exclusively with the recent 
and present operations in Afghanistan. Even if these lines be treated, exclusively, 
as military works, their value will be permanent. We shall therefore be glad to 
be informed by telegraph of your Lordship’s assent to our recording the cost of 
these lincs under State Railways, and, in that case, of any needful corrections in 
the forthcoming estimates of the transactions at the Home Treasury. 

4. The extra 1,000,000/. which we have entered under “ Army” 1s, * 
yet, only a very rough forecast. Until the situation in Afghanistan 1s more 
settled than at present, and until we are in a position to determine our future 
policy in regard to that country, it is impossible to say, with any apron 
accuracy, even what the whole cost of the military operations there will be, 
much less how much will be brought to account during the current year. i 

5. All that we can say at pee is, that we estimate the whole cost a 
the military operations in Afghanistan, original and renewed, to the end a le 
current year 1879-80, at 3,600,000/., of which about 600,000/. is recorded 11 
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the Accounts of 1878-9. The whole cost of the Frontier Railways is now 
estimated at 3,500,000/., of which we expect to spend 2,500,000/. this year, and 
1,000,000/. next year. tate oo 

6. It thus appears that, but for the renewal of hostilities in Afghanistan, we 
might now be hoping for an improvement of the finances of the year of no Jess 
than 3,859,0U0/., that is to say, for a surplus of 2,464,000/. instead of the deficit 
of 1,395,000/. originally estimated; and that this large estimated surplus of 
two and a half millions sterling would have remained, notwithstanding a special 
provision of 2,000,000/. for the operations in Afghanistan, which in March last, 
we hoped were drawing toa close. 





No. 7. 
Exrract of a Tetecram from the Vicrroy, December 24, 1879. 


Revised estimate * of figures in even thousand pounds sterling. Revenue 
67,056,000. ; expenditure 68,092,000/.; deficit 1,036,000/.; being 359,0001. 
better than Budget. 2,500,000/. provided for frontier railways, and under army 
1,000,000/. more than Budget for Afghanistan. 


No. 8. 


Exrracts of a Letter from the Government of Inpra, dated the 
7th January, 1880, No. 9, (Tinancial). 


Para.9. . . . . We earnestly trust that your Lordship may sec fit to 
reduce your demands upon us next year to 16,000,000/.,* contenting yourself 
with a closing balance of 1,058,500/. Should circumstances admit of your 
raising more than 16,000,000/. on reasonable terms, we shall, if the year proves 
financially prosperous, be prepared to meet your drafts for the purpose; but we 
are not sanguine that this contingency will occur. 

* * * * % 

Para, 15. We are not yet able to say how much money it will be neccessary 
for us to borrow in 1880-81. The exact amount will depend, amongst. other 
things, upon your Lordship’s decision upon the request made in the 9th paragraph 
of this despatch. Meanwhile, we may perhaps assume that, so long as we do 
not propose to raise more than 24 crores of rupees in one year, and sec our way 
to borrowing in India all that we want, we need not communicate specially with 
your Lordship before settling the loan arrangements of the year. We shall pro- 
bably raise as part of the Four and a half per cent. Transfer Loan 1879, whatever 
money we resolve to borrow in 1880-81. 


No. 9. 
Tetecram to the Viceroy, January 30, 1880. 


Your Financial 9, Remittances. Send directly roughly estimated surplus of 
1880-81, and cash balance in India ou 31st March 1881, assuming Home 
Estimates remain; and state what outlay on famine insurance during year is 
Intended. 


No. 10. 
Trvecram to the Vicrnoy, February 3rd, 1880. 


Gazette, January 3rd*, Trades and Professions ‘lax: Have you scent letter 
with explanation of reasons for complete change in Bill ? 





No. 11, 
Trrecram from the Vicrnoy, February 6, 1880. 


License Tax: I regret that we inadvertently omitted to send covering despatch 
with Finance Member of Council’s explanation published in Gazette, 3rd January. 





* Debate in the Legislative.Council on the proposal to refer the Trades and Professions ‘Tax Bill 


Hes Select. Committee, published in the Supplement to the Gazette of India of the 3rd of January 
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Separate report appeared unnecessary, because change proposed would rest 
measure to the identical form in which it was proposed by us, 22nd Jul 1a7k 
and sanctioned by your Despatch 2lst November, same year. Sole differen 
is the exemption from tax of all trades with income under 500 rupees, which = 
felt sure you would approve. The great and unexpected improvement in ni 
financial position may, however, make it expedient to reconsider the question of 
extending tax to the official and professional classes. We shall telegraph our 
conclusion shortly. 


No. 12. 
TeLecram to the Viceroy, February 13, 1880. 


Before settling loan, inform me of reason for preferring 44 per cent., and await 
reply. 


No. 13. 
TeLecramM from the Viceroy, February 14, 1880. 


Your Lordship’s telegrams, 30th January and yesterday. Surplus next year 
about 40 lacs of rupees. Balance in India, 31st March 1881, 1,225 lacs, after 
borrowing 150 lacs of rupees. If you can reduce your bills upon us to 
16,000,000/., we shall estimate to borrow nothing unless Exchange collapses, or 
the war costs more than is now expected. We earnestly advocate this solution. 
Surplus would then exceed 60 lacs of rupees, notwithstanding our abandonment 
of the proposed extension of License Tax, I'amine Tax will be thus about one 
crore, balf License Tax, half cesses. No expenditure estimated on famine insurante 
and only 50,000 rupees on famine relief, 436 lacs of rupees provided for Afghan- 
istan including frontier railways, all in the ordinary expenditure. If the year prosper, 
we could mect your bills for the extra 900,000/. also. If we borrow, we should 
not willingly borrow at 4 per cent., because of the heavy discount, and because 
41 loan is at present proportionately dearer. Please answer as quickly as possible, 


No. 14. 
Trvecram to the Viceroy, February 16, 1880. 


Yours 14th. Arguments insufficient to justify borrowing here, cven ten- 
porarily, which would be necessary if drawings reduced, since, through East 
Indian Railway arrangements and conversion of stock, payments in first days of 
April 1881 estimated at 1,900,000/, In your announcement, state that less than 
16,900,0002. could not be put into Estimate, but you may add that drawings may 
be reduced, if’ demand for bills prove insufficient. I think you should borrow in 
India as much, not exceeding 2% crores, as necessary for sufficient balances. 
Avoid stating in Budget rate of interest on new loan. 


No. 15. 
Tetranam from the Vicenoy, February 16, 1880. 


With present condition and prospect of finances, we cannot justify extension 
of taxation to official and professional classes, and have resolved to drop proposal. 
Sole change in existing law will be exemption of all incomes under 500 rupees. 


No. 16. 
‘Tevecram to the Viceroy, February 17, 1480. 


Yours yesterday, License Tax. Policy of abandoning extension much 
questioned here, for reasons stated in my Despatch 102 of 1878.* How do you 
justify suspending operation of l’amine Insurance another year P 





* « F might have felt some doubt as to the expediency of a measnre imposing fresh taxation al 
“ which the receipts were likely to be so small, if I did not consider that there was some ground ie 
the feeling that the operation of the Licensing Acts was partial, and that, while the propose 
mensures would be beneficinl to the revenue, they would remove from the minds of the classes faxe 
under those Acts a sense of having been subjected to somewhat uncqual treatment.” Despatch !¢ 
Indin, Nov. 21, 1878, No. 402, paragraph 5, 


« 


« 
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No. 17. 
Tevecram from the Viceroy, February 18, 1880. 


Your telegram yesterday, License Tax Extension. Whatever view be 

taken of policy, it is impossible now to carry measure. — Neither I nor any 

member of Executive Government can support it, and Legislative Council would 

robably not accept it. Your doubt regarding Famine Insurance not understood. 

In my telegram of 14th, for “famine” read “ protective works.” We suspend 

nothing, and have fulfilled all financial plans and conditions made in 1878. Our 
explanation regarding Famine Insurance will be complete and unanswerable. 





No. 18. 
Tevecram trom the Viceroy, February 24, 1880. 


Sir John Strachey will present the financial statement for 1880-81 in the 
Legislative Council; results are highly favourable. In 1878-79, surplus 
9,044,0002.; in 1879-80, surplus 119,000/.; Budget estimate 1880-81, surplus 
417,000/.; foregoing figures in each case are after paying from ordinary revenuc 
all charges for famine, Afghan war, and frontier railways. 

War charges, 1878-79, 676,000/.; 1879-80, 3,216,000/.; 1880-81, 2,090,0002. ; 
setting off increase railways and telegraphs revenues, total net expenditure on war 
to end of 1880-81, 52 millions; frontier railways, present year 1,670,000/.; next 
year 2,270,000/. ; total 33 millions. 

Expenditure on productive works in 1878-79, 4,381,000/.; 1879-80, 3,700,000/. ; 
1880-81, 2,500,000/., besides outlay on East Indian Railway. 

Secretary of State’s bills, present year 15,750,000/.; next year 16,900,000/. 
No loan to be raised in coming year according to present intentions, unless events 
not now foreseen occur, but power to borrow im case of need reserved, 

Closing balances in India, 1879-80, 14,193,000/.; 1880-81, 11,444,000/. 
Exchange estimate for next year ls. 8d. 

Extension of taxation to official and professional classes abandoned for the 
present, fresh taxation not being desirable under existing financial circumstances. 
License tax remains unaltered, except that all incomes below Rs. 500 are 
exempted, causing remission of 340,000/. taxation. Export duties on indigo and 
lac abolished, causing loss of 54,000/. No export duty now remains except on 
rice. No present change in cotton duties, but prolonged maintenance of remain- 
ing duties declared impossible. Loss of revenue next year from previous 
temissiuns of cotton duties estimated at 250,000/. 

Notwithstanding reduction of salt duties in greater part of India, salt shows 
large increase of revenue and consumption. 

Principal improvements in 1879-80, compared with estimates :—Opium, 
1,990,000/.; exchange, 1,010,000/.; public works savings, 661,000; land 
tevenue, 450,000/.; salt, 362,000/.; interest, 389,000/. 

Army Commission recommends important measures for increasing efficiency of 
my, with estimated annual saving of 1} million. No credit taken for this in 

udget. 

Sir John Strachey stated that former plans regarding famine insurance had 
been completely successful, and declared objects thoroughly fulfilled. Restriction 
of Productive Public Works expenditure to 24 millions has, however, checked 
efforts of Government of India to protect country from famine by construction of 
cheap railways and canals. War estitnates have hitherto proved very accurate, 
and are believed to be ample for all contingencies now contemplated. Com- 
Parison between present total net ordinary expenditure with that of 12 years 
back shows, apart from loss by exchange, only trifling increase either in civil or 
military charges. Including Joss by exchange, total net expenditure shows no 
Mcrease, owing to improvement in railways and canals. 





No. 19. 
Financrau Statement for 1880-81. 
Spec in the Lrorstative Counci. of His Excellency the Governor GENERAL 
of Inpra, by the Honble. Sir Jonn Stracury, G.C.S.I. February 24th, 1880. 


f 1. My Lord, I have now to lay before the Council the Financial Statement 
or the coming year 1880-8]. It takes what has become the somewhat unusual 
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form of a speech by myself, instead of a Resolution published in the Gazette 
I shall state to the best of my ability all facts necessary to enable the Council 


and the public fully to understand the present condition and apparent prospects 
of our finances. 


I propose in the first place to give a summary of the main facts and fipures 
for the year 1878-79, for the year 1879-80, now about to close, and for the 
coming year 1880-81, and to reserve for a later part of my statement the 
observations which I may wish to make upon some of the more important 
questions of our financial policy. 


2. The Council will see, from the Abstract Statements which have been laid 
op the table, that a few changes have been made in the forms of the accounts, 


New major heads have been opened to show separately the revenue fiom 
Registration and the expenditure on that department of the administration. 


The Guaranteed and State Railways are now shown together under the single 
head Railways. The purchase of the East Indian Railway by the State, in. 
volving its transfer from the category of guaranteed to that of state railways, 
has made comparisons of the current estimates with the past accounts in each 
separate category impossible; and a like disturbance will ensue on the acqui- 
sition of other lines constructed by private capitalists under a guarantee of 
interest from the public revenues. Moreover, negotiations are already in pro- 
gress for the working of the Indus Valley State Railway by the Sindh, Punjab, 
and Delhi Railway Company. It would be difficult to distinguish between the 
transactions of the two railways under one management. Similar arrangements 
for the management of other state railways are likely in the future. 


For like reasons, the transactions with the Madras Canal and Irrigation 
Company will henceforth be entered under the major head, Irrigation and 
Navigation, under which head the cost of agricultural works (drainage and 
embankments) will also, hereafter, be shown. 


Thus the public works heads of account will now be Railways, Irrigation and 
Navigation, and Other Public Works. 


3. In March last the Regular Estimate for 1878-79 showed a probable surplus, 
oa the ordinary Account, of £1,300,000; the actual surplus was £2,044,391, 
or £744,391 better than the estimate. The differences between the Accounts 
and the Regular Estimates are for the most part unimportant, and there are not 
many of them which now call for remark. 


The net cost of the war in Afghanistan in 1878-79 was £676,381, 4 close 
approximation to the estimate of £670,000 made last year. Against this must 
be set the gain, the amount of which cannot be exactly stated, under the heads 
of Railways and Telegraphs. We estimate at £575,000 the ultimate net total 
cost of the operations in Afghanistan recorded in the Accounts of 1878-79. 
The sum of £313,420 was spent on Famine Relief. 


4, Compared with 1877-7%, the Revenues of 1878-79 show an improvement 
of £6,238,393, of which, however, £2,400,331, under the head of Provincial 
Rates, for the first time incorporated in these accounts, is nominal. ‘The largest 
increase was under Land Revenue, £2,460,919; the Joss under this head in 
1877-78, in consequence of famine, had been very large. There was a aaving 
of £5,032,355 in Famine Relief; there was an increase of expenditure 0 
£1,705,767 under Loss by Eechange, and £1,339,281 under Public Works. 
The apparent increase under Public Works is explained by the transfer : 
charges in the earlier year from this head to that of Famine Relief, and does no 
represent a real fluctuation of Public Works expenditure. Altogether the ey 
diture of the year excceded that of the previous year by £650,915. The ne 
result is £5,587,478 better than the result of 1877-78, 


5. Thus the financial out-turn of 1878-79 was very satisfactory 5 with the help 
of the additional taxation imposed in that and in the previous year, anon 
to £1,227,891, of which £313,420 was spent on Famine Relief, the truc aur ts 
of the year exceeded the amount of £2,000,000, decided to be neces 
meet our obligations on account of famine, and to leave a margin for it 4 
contingencies; and this result was obtained, notwithstanding the pee he 
on the war, and the remission of the Inland Sugar Duties and some 0! + 
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Customs Duties on cotton goods and other articles. The standard at which, for Accounts,1878—' 


ordinary times, the Government aims, namely, a surplus of £2,000,000, less 
any expenditure on Famine Relief and exclusive of extraordinary charges such 
as those for great military operations, would have been attained if the accounts 
had shown a surplus of only £1,010,199, or £1,034,192 less than the actual 


surplus. 





_ I see only one drawback to entire satisfaction with these results; some Doubtful Pro- 
ductive Publie 


of the capital expenditure under productive public works, as, for example, 
that on the Indus Valley and Punjab Northern Railways, cannot at present be 
regarded as directly reproductive. The works themselves possess the highest 
value; and for the future, as the Council is aware, no expenditure which is not 
really and directly reproductive is to be excluded from the comparison upon 
which the Surplus or Deficit of the revenue is ascertained. It will be seen later 
on that we are acting strictly on this principle in the present and coming years. 


7. I come now to the Regular Estimates for the present year, 1879-80. 
Tt is now expected that the Revenue will amount to £67,5383,000, 


Works. 


Regular 
Estimates, 
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£3,021,000 more than the original estimate, and that the ordinary expenditure Comparison with , 
will be £67,464,000, or £1,507,000 more than was estimated. ‘hus, instead of original estimate 


a deficit of £1,395,000, with which, when our budget estimates were framed, 
we expected that the present year would close, our estimates now show a surplus 
of £119,000. 

8. The original estimates provided for an additional military expenditure of 
£2,000,000 for the war in Afghanistan. If the war had ended with the treaty of 
Gundamak, I believe that this estimate would not have been exceeded ; but, in 
consequence of the renewal of hostilities, the estimated additional charge has risen 
to £3,216,000. In addition to this amount, we have had to undertake the 
construction of railways on our frontier. I shall have to speak of them further 
on; but in the present year they are estimated to cost £1,670,000. Thus the 
total provision on account of the war has now been increased to £4,886,000. 
With the exception of £230,000 on account of the Railway from Jhelum to 
Rawal Pindi, which is included under the head of Railways, the whole of this 
sum, under orders from the Secretary of State, is charged against Army. It was 
a question whether they ought not to have been included under the head of State 
Railways, and as they will undoubtedly, quite independently of their present 
military importance, possess great and permanent value to the country, much was 
to be said in favour of this view. But, as their construction was primarily due to 
the war, it was decided to include their cost in the war expenses. The result will 
be to exaggerate the apparent amount of our military expenditure. 

An expenditure of £10,000 upon Famine Relief was estimated; this, on 
account of distress in parts of the Bombay Presidency, has been raised to £99,000. 
On the other hand, the Railway and Telegraph receipts are better, by reason of 
the war, to the extent of about £300,000. 


9. Thus, but for war and famine, the Regular Estimates of the present year 
would have shown a surplus revenue of about 4? millions sterling. The taxes 
Imposed in 1877 and 1878, to enable us to discharge our obligations in time of 
famine, will, it is estimated, yield £1,184,000; and, if we deduct the sam of 
£99,000, actually spent on famine relief, there will remain of this revenuc 
£1,085,000. To this extent, the new taxes have had the effect of preventing 
(lebt. Making allowance for other abnormal items on both sides of the account, 
the true surplus of the year for comparison with the standard surplus of 
£2,000,000, at which we aim, will be about £4,160,000. This surplus, if it had 
been actually obtained, would have been much in excess of the whole expenditure 
on productive public works, which is estimated at £3,760,000. 

If present prospects are fulfilled, the financial out-turn of the present year 
1879-80 will Icave nothing to be desired. 

10. The most important variations from the original estimates are the fol- 
owing :— 

Land Revenue.—Improvement, £450,000; more than half of this has been 
collected on account of arrears of former years, and the increase is due to the 
Mereased prosperity of the country. 

Salt.—Net improvement, £362,000; this also is highly satisfactory, as showing 
4 general increase of consumption. 

Opium.—Net improvement, £1,900,000. In September last the duty on 

alva Opium was raised by Rs. 50 a chest; the reyenue from Opium this year 

as been unprecedentedly large. 
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Assessed Taxes.—Decrease, £93,000. This is the result of the orders piy 
during the year for the exemption of the smaller incomes from taxation, a 
Stamps have improved by £114,000. The stamp revenue has been constant] 
increasing ; during the last seven years it has risen from £2,516,400 in 1879-73 
to £3,090,000 in 1879-80, or by £573,600. 
Under no head of the revenue has there been any serious decrease. 


11. On the expenditure side of the account, the following are the chief 
variations from the original estimates :— 

Interest_ on Debt.—Decrease £389,000 ; the chief saving is in the discount on 
the loan of March 1879. 

There has been a satisfactory increase in the Savings Bank Deposits, which 
now exceed £2,000,000 ; in December last new rules were issued increasing the 
rate of interest from 3% to 4% per cent., and for preventing trouble to depositors. 

Post Office —Increase £63,000. The new contract with the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company came into force in February 1880. The yearly subsidy 
has been reduced from £430,000 to £360,000 ; the efficiency of the service has 


‘been increased, and the rates of postage to Great Britain have been reduced, 


Post. cards costing 4 anna each were introduced in April 1879, and are already 
so popular that it is difficult to supply the demand. 

In Telegraphs, the excess of expenditure over receipts will, this year, be only 
£6,000; there has been a satisfactory growth of revenue, amounting to £145,000, 
of which, however, £50,000 is attributed to the war. 

Stationery and Printing.—Decrease of expenditure £99,000 ; this is to some 
extent nominal. Supplies will,in future, be largely bought in India, instead of 
in England. 

Superannuations.—Increase of net expenditure, £168,000; thisis owing to the 
reduction of Public Works establishments, to which I shall have again to refer. 

Including an expenditure of £230,000 on the Jhelum and Rawal Pindi line, 
Railways ave worse by £204,000, of which, however, £150,000 appears as a 
transfer under Gain by Exchange. If these adjustments are made, the Rail- 
ways show an improvement of £176,000. But the Railways, and especially the 
Great Indian Peninsular and the Oudh and Rohilkund lines, have not been as 
prosperous as, at one time, we hoped they would be. 

Public Works.—There has been a saving of £747,000, to which I shall refer 
again. 

» Drooiiatil and Local Surpluses.—Net surplus, £265,000. 
456,0001, 

There was alike improvement of £469,000 in the accounts of 1878-79, 
compared with the regular estimates. The provincial and local balances a 
the end of 1879-80 are now expected to exceed the sums last estimated as 
follows :— 


Improvement, 











Provincial, Local. Total. 
L£ £ L 
Now estimated - - - - 1,331,800 1,336,700 2,668,500 
Estimated last ycar - - - $37,000 716,900 1,558,900 
Better - - - - 494,800 619,800 1,114,600 


This result is the more remarkable and satisfactory in that, during the year, 
the Local Governments agreed to contribute from their balances mm special 
aid of the imperial treasury the sum of £670,000, half of which, £3335,0000, ‘ 
charged in the accounts of the current year. The other half will be ene 
in 1880-81. The reduction of their expenditure on public works and the genera 
improvement of their provincial resources has enabled the Local Governments to 
afford this timely help to the general finances with little apparent difficulty. 

The Army shows an increase of £2,768,000; which I have already no 
Apart from the war, the regular cstimate is for a net expenditure : 
£15,487,000 ; the excess of £112,000 over the original estimate being due 

igh prices. 
er es shows an improvement of £1,010,000; the original estimate Y 
for the remittance to the Home Treasury of £15,000,000 at an exchange &. 
ls. 7d.; it is now hoped that £15,750,000 will be remitted at an average M 
of ls. 8d. 

Productive Public Works, on which £3,700,000 was spent, show a i 
increase; 511 miles of railways have been opencd for traffic during the ve 
At the end of the year there will be 8,724 miles in use and 1,462 under 


small 


( Hl) 


struction. I shall speak again of the frontier railways. Great progress has 
heen made during the year with the Rajputana Line. The Lines in Bengal 
have been completed, and fair progress has been made on the Line from Nagptir 
to Réipwr. 

Irrigation Works show an expenditure of £797,000. In Madras, much 
progress WAS wnade with the Godaveri and Kistna Delta and other works. In 
Bengal, the Orissa project, so far as the works have been sanctioned, approaches 
completion. In the North-Western Provinces and Punjab, much useful work 
has been done on the Upper and Lower Ganges Canals, and on the Western 
Jumna and Sirhind Canals. 

Satisfactory progress has been made with the Madras Harbour Works. 


Revenue and Working expenses of Productive Public Works show an im- 
provement of £038,000, due mainly to the inclusion, so long desired, of the 
land revenue in the Madras Presidency attributable to these works. 


12, The details of the Loan operations of the year are as follows :— 


Debt incurred.—Net £5,131,000. More than estimate £804,500, of which 
£540,700 was in India, where less was paid off than was expected, and £263,800 
in England, where 270,016 less than was estimated in March last was raised 
at the close of 1878-79. 


The loan of £5,000,000, which was notified on the 13th March 1879, was 
subscribed at an average of 95-0-6 per cent. The discount upon it charged in 
the accounts of 1879-80 was £247,239. Of the outstanding portion of the 52 
per cent. Loan of 1859-60, £1,123,900 will be paid off during the year, leaving 
£105,600 still due. Other outstanding notes, amounting to £2,400, have been 
discharged. The net sum borrowed is thus £3,850,000. 


13. A Local Debenture Loan of £45,020 was raised for the Cawnpore- 
Farakhdbad Light Railway at 4 per cent. interest with share of profits. 


A Local Debenture Loan of £50,000 was offered at Ndgpir in November 
at par at 42 per cent. interest, with half the percentage of surplus profits on 
the Nagpur-Raipar Railway. The subscriptions amounted to £42,700, of which 
£17,300 is payable this year and £25,400 next year. 


The Secretary of State received £2,000,000 without interest from Her 
Majesty’s Imperial Government under the Indian Advance Act, 1879: but on 
the other hand he repaid sterling debt amounting to £736,200. 


14. Thus the net debt incurred amounted to £5,131,000, or, excluding the 
loan from Her Majesty’s Government, £3,131,000. Including railway capital 
transactions, savings bank deposits, service funds, loans to native states, &c., 
and the repayment of such loans, the net amount borrowed in 1879-80 was 
apart from the £2,000,000 advanced us aforesaid under the Indian Advance 
Act, £3,523,000. 


The equation of the year 1879-80 may accordingly be stated thus— 


Borrowed a... w. 5,523,000 Net expenditure «. ~—-3,981,000 
Net other reecipts es 148,000 Balances decreased .. 2,090,000 
5,671,000 5,671,000 








_ 15. The price of public securities has risen rapidly during the year. The 
Price of 43 per cent. paper has for some time been more than 101, and that 
of 4 per cents, now exceeds 94. 


16. I come now to the Budget Estimates for the coming year 1880-81. 


_ The revenues are estimated at £66,746,000. The ordinary expenditure is 
estimated at £66,329,000; we expect therefore a surplus of £417,000. 


17. The estimated expenditure includes excess military charges, amounting 
to €4,360,000, of which £2,090,000 is for military operations proper, and 
£2,270,000 for the frontier railways; against this, there will be a set-off on 
account of improvement in the Railway and Telegraph revenues, estimated to 
Pn leaving the net charge for the war on the estimates of 1880-81 at 
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But for the war expenditure, the true surplus of the year, to compare, 
before, with the standard surplus of £2,000,000, would not have been less th 
£4,000,000. is 

The estimated revenue includes £982,000 obtained from the tax 


2 ee a 1 L es impose 
in 1877 and 1878, to enable the Government to meet its famine ebligtions: : 


18. The estimates for 1880-81 thus show an extraordinarily satisfactor 
result, far surpassing the standard at which two years ago the Government of 
India aimed. ‘The result is the more satisfactory, because the total estimated 
expenditure on the productive public works of a doubtful character, to which 
I have before referred, is only £398,000. 


__ 19. I will notice a few only of the heads in which the Budget Estimate 
differs from the Regular Estimate of the present year. 


20. Assessed Taxes and Customs show a decrease of revenue, to which I shall 
refer later on. I may, however, notice here that, in February 1879, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Hope and Mr. J. D. Maclean were appointed Commissioners to report, inter 
alia, whether it was desirable to revise the tariff valuations yearly, and, if so, how 
such revision should be made. ‘The Commissioners recommended a yearly revision 
of the tariff values, and advised that the materials for such revision should be 
systematically collected throughout the year at the ports of Calcutta, Bombay, 
Madras, Rangoon, and Kurrachee, and coilated in Calcutta, in February of each 
year, by a Committee of three persons to be appointed by the Government 
of India, one of them being ev-officio the Collector of Customs at Calcutta. 
The first committee of revision was accordingly appointed in January last ; the 
Hon’ble Mr. Hope, and, on the nomination of the Bengal Chamber of Cow. 
merce, Mr. J. W. O’Keete, a member of the firm of Messrs. Kettlewell, Bullen, 
and Company, consented to serve upon it, with Mr. J. D. Maclean, Collector 
of Customs, Calcutta. The Committee has just completed its revision, which 
is estimated to produce an increase of £15,000 to the Customs revenue. 


21. Sult shows an increase, of which also I shall speak separately. 


22. The net revenue from Opium is estimated at £7,250,000 ; this estimate, 
although £1,150,000 less than the amount we expect to receive in 1879-80, Is 
largely in excess of any estimate made in any previous year. Although the 
actual net revenue of the last two years has been more, it is not thought prudent 
to take the estimate for the coming year at a larger amount than that which I 
have stated. 

The Bengal crop of 1878-79 yielded 29,876 chests 75 °/, consistence and 
20,175 chests 70°/, consistence. ‘Thus the stock in hand on the Ist January 
1880 was 38,179 chests 75°/, consistence, and 43,404 chests 70 °/, consistence, 
total 81,583 chests. ‘Ihe provision for sale during 1880 is 23,200 chests of each 
consistence, so that the reserve on the Ist January 1881 will be 9,979 chests 
75 °/, consistence, and 15,204 chests 70 °/, consistence, total 25,183 chests. 

23. Under Telegraphs we estimate for the first time that the revenue will 
exceed the expenditure. 


24. Railways.—Net revenue £794,000, of which £250,000 is attributed to 
the military operations in Afghdnistan. Improvement £1,080,000. 


Of this large amount £268,337 is nominal, owing to only three-quarters of 
the East Indian Railway annuity falling due in the financial year 1830-81, 
against which, however, may be set a payment of £235,000 due to the Company 
under the old contract for the second half of 1879. ‘The purchase of the a 
Indian Railway is expected, upon the estimates of 1880-81, to produce oF 
revenue of £300,000 in excess of what it would have yielded under the ok 
system. The guaranteed Railways will, it is hoped, in the prosperous season 
which we anticipate, yield £405,000 more than this year. dg 

I'rom the State Railways an improvement of £231,000 1s expected fro 
increased mileage open and from development of traffic. 


There is no doubt always an clement of speculation in the estimates . 
Railway revenues; but an increasing return may fairly be expected from a 
constantly increasing capital expenditure on the construction of these ‘wal “ 
which by the end of 1880-81 will amount to £130,000,0090, or 144 crores 
rupees. 
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. Budget 
‘The chief event of the year is the purchase of the East Indian Railway Estimates, 
for the State with effect from the Ist January 1880. The price paid was Real 
£37,200,000. I need not repeat the details of the new arrangements under parehnse of Kast 
which the line has been purchased, and under which it is to be worked. lndian Railway. 
On the expenditure side of the account an improvement is expected of  Eapenditure. 
£242,000 under Interest; this partly arises from the proposed conversion of 
the 5 per cent. sterling loan, and 1s partly nominal. Interest. 
95. Under Administration there is a decrease of £30,000, in consequence of 
yatious reductions in Imperial Establishments. 
96. The grants for 1880-81 for Ordinary Public Works are less than those Public Works. 
for 1879-80 by £597,000; the grants for Productive Public Works have been 
reduced by £1,000,000. There is thus a total] gross reduction in Public Works 
expenditure of £1,597,000, of which the saving in establishments is estimated 
at £247,000. Against this, however, must be set the special grant of £230,000 
under Railways on the Jhelum and Rawal Pindi line. 
The reduction in the ordinary expenditure on Public Works, apart from 
establishments, is more apparent than real; for the actual expenditure in past 
years has never exceeded the amount granted for 1880-81. I shall again reter 
to the question of expenditure on Public Works, 
27, I have already spoken of the Army expenditure. Apart from the war, Army. 
the estimate stands at £15,330,000. According to our present accounts and 
estimates, the net cost of the war from 1878-79 to the end of 1880-81 
will be about 93 millions, of which about 32 millions is for the railways, and 
52 millions for military operations. ‘The estimates of the cost of the war must 
of course be to a great extent speculative ; but they have been prepared with 
much care; and their accuracy up to the present time is highly creditable 
to Major Newmarch and the Military Department. There is no reason to 
suppose that they err on the side of being too low. 
To what extent it will be found hereafter that stores, chiefly camp equipage, 
have been expended and wasted and lost, we cannot possibly know accurately 
until the war is over; but every thing bought for the war is included 
m the estimates, and the reserves in our arsenals are being maintained at 
ee proper standard, the cost being charged, for the present, as current expen- 
iture. 
28, Our estimates show under Loss by Exchange a net loss of £3,174,000, Loss by Exchange 
being an increase on the regular estimate for the present year of £310,000; in 
1880-81 it is proposed to remit £16,900,000; the expenditure of the Home 
Treasury will be largely increased by the payments for stores for the frontier 
railways. We assume that the average rate of exchange will be the same 
as that of the present year, or ls. 8d. 
29. The rate of exchange for the adjustment of the public accounts between Adjusting Rate, 





Administration, 


the English Treasury and India has been fixed at 1s. 84d. 1880-81, 
30. Productive Public Works (Capital expenditure).-—Grant £3,312,000. Productive Publ 
Decrease £388,000. The grant is thus distributed :— Works. 
£ 


lrigation and Navigation vis ; 630,000 
Madras Harbour (besides £50,000 granted under 

34, Other Public Works) wa wi 70,000 
Fast Indian Railway ... aa baie 630,000 
Other State Railways ... 16 -» 1,982,000 


Toray «+ 3,312,000 





This grant is made in strict accordance with the conditions prescribed by 
the Sceretary of State as follows :— 


£ 
Vixed grant... ws 2,500,000 
Saving in 1879-80 re-granted 182,000 


Capital expenditure on the East Indian Railway 630,000 


Tota. .. 3,312,000 
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It is hoped that 988 miles of railway will be opencd for traffic in 1880. 
This | will complete the communication between Bombay and the North-W au 
Provinces through Rajputana. Good progress will be made towards eee 
pletion of railways and works of irrigation already begun, but the funds ae 
disposal for productive works are now so small that we cannot commence in i 
coming year any new works of magnitude. In Madras the chief outla : 
irrigation works will be in the Godaveri Delta. In Bombay and Ban. 
sanctioned works will be nearly all completed. In the North-Western Provines 
the principal work will be on the Lower Ganges Canal. In the Punjab the 
weir at the head of the Shirhind Canal and the remaining large masonry oak 
will be nearly finished; the new main line of the Western Jumna Canal will 
probably be opened, and the new Delhi branch will be well advanced. 

It is hoped that the Madras Harbour works will be finished in 1880-8] 
It was not possible to grant on this account more than £70,000 under the head 
of Productive Public Works, but the completion of the work being very im. 
portant, this amount has been supplemented by a grant of £50,000 under the 
ordinary head. 


31. Revenue and Working expenses, Public Works.—Net revenue £318,000, 
The improvement is under Railways. 


32. I now come to the important subject of the provision of the Ways and 
Means for the service of the ensuing year. 


33. In this respect the responsibility of the Government of India is confined 
chiefly to the requirements of the public service in India. Its direct concem 
with the provision of Ways and Means to meet the demands of the Home 
Treasury ts limited to the remittance of the amount for which the Secretary 
of State intimates his intention of drawing bills during the year. The Secre- 
tary of State has resolved to raise, in this way, during 1880-81, the sum of 
£16,900,000. Owing to the heavy estimated expenditure at home for the 
frontier railways (£360,000 in 1879-80, and £1,070,000 in 1880-81), this large 
sum will not much exceed the current requirements of the Home Treasury. 
The Secretary of State could not therefore framc his requisition upon us for 
less than £16,900,000; but he has authorised the Government of India to 
state that his drawings may be reduced if the demand for his bills upon India 
proves insufficient. 


34. According to present prospects, the balances in the treasuries in India 
on the 3lst March 1880 are expected to amount to Rs. 14,19,00,000, The surplus 
of Imperial revenue in India during 1880-1 is estimated at Rs. 12,88,68,000, 
or, deducting from the expenditure the loss by exchange on the Secretary of 
State’s bills, Rs. 16,26,68,000. We expect to receive in India the sum of 
Rs. 1,01,38,000 for remittance to England, and, in the shape of Savings Banks 
and Service Funds Deposits and recoveries of Railway Capital, Rs. 56,15,000. 
Besides the Secretary of State’s bills, provision must be made for the est:mnated 
deficit in the Provincial and Local revenues of Rs. 11,60,000 and for the net 
disbursement of Rs. 19,50,000 on the Remittance and Deposit Accounts, Thus, 
including Rs. 20,28,00,000 for the Secretary of State’s bills, we have to contem- 
plate a liability of net Rs. 20,59,10,000, against which we have net assets 
amounting to Rs. 17,84,21,000, showing a deficiency of Rs. 2,74,89,000. 


35. The Government of India has had to consider whether the whole or any 
part of this sum should be provided from the balances, or whether it shall raise 
the whole or any part of it by loan. After due deliberation we have resolved 
to adopt the former alternative, and to endeavour to meet all the expected 
demints in India, during the coming year, without recourse to the money 
market for a loan. 

36. In consequence of this resolution the balances in the treasuries in India 
on the 3lst March 1881 are expected to fall somewhat below 114. crores © 
rupees, a sum considerably less than the minimum sum which the Government 
of India usually estimates. 

37. The estimates of the Home remittance and Loan Transactions are 
habitually presented with expressed reserve ; and this reserve must be understoo 
to be this year greater than usual. But while thus emphatically reserving to oul 
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selves the freest discretion to raise, during the year, any loan which actual 
events may render necessary, we consider the prospects of our heing able to 
dispense with a loan during the year sufficiently substantial to make it un- 
necessary for us to enter any loan upon the estimates. W e shall not in any case 
hesitate to raise any small Local Debenture Loans which may seem expedient 
during the year. . 

38. ‘The year 1878-79 was one of restricted and depressed trade as compared 
with the trade of the year immediately preceding it, though the value of the 
merchandize imported and exported (excluding gold and silver) was hardly 
below the average of the four years ending with 1877-78. When it is considered 
that famine still afflicted extensive provinces, that the war with Atghanistan 
was in progress, interfering with ordinary traffic on railway lines, causing a 
scarcity of carriage, and increasing the effects of drought and floods on the 
prices of food, and that trade generally in Europe and America was passing 
through a prolonged period of depression, it is a matter for congratulation 
that the industry of the country was able to bear up so well against adverse 
influences. 

The value of the exports of raw cotton, oilseeds, hides and skins, indigo, silk, 
wheat, salpetre, lac, teakwood, and sugar, exhibited a sensible decline, most 
strongly marked in cotton, seeds, indigo, wheat, and sugar. The fall in cotton 
followed on a continuous decline of some years; the crops of seeds failed exten- 
sively, and at the same time the European and American demand for them fell 
off; the wheat trade was for the time almost annihilated, the low range of prices 
and enormous supplies from America forbidding the competition of Indian 
wheat; and sugar, after a large trade in the two previous years, suffered 
from the increase of prices caused by exhaustion of stocks and a failure of 
the sugarcane crop in the North-Western Provinces. Large quantities in 
excess of the imports of the previous year were imported to supply the defi- 
ciency, 
But while the trade in these articles diminished, owing to what we may hope 
were in most cases temporary causes, the exports of cotton twist and piece 
goods, rice, jute and jute manufactures, tea, coffee, and wool, afforded indica- 
tions of prosperity in some of our chief staples. 

The value of the cotton manufactures imported was smaller than it had 
been for many years. Metals, railway materials, liquors, coal, and apparel 
all declined, and there was an increase in silk, sugar, provisions, woollen goods, 
machinery, and spices. 

The net imports of silver were nearly £10% millions less than those of 
1877-78, and gold was sent out of the country to the value of nearly £900,000. 

The trade of the ten months of the current year for which figures are 
available shows a marked recovery from the depression of 1878-79, a recovery 
which, with abundant harvests, a decline in the prices of food stuffs, and 
renewed vitality in European and American trade, may reasonably be expected 
to continue. 

_Even raw cotton has shared in the recovery, both quantities and values 

having, for the first time for years, increased instead of diminishe.!. Twist, rice, 
Jute, hides, and skins, tea, indigo, wheat, and saltpetre, have all increased, 
m some cases remarkably. The recovery of the rice trade, with the fall of 
prices and the reduced demand for consumption in India, is very satisfactory. 
So also is the increase in the trade in tea, although it is said that the planting 
Interest has not been a gainer by the increased exports. 
_ _ The imports of merchandise also, like the exports, are much larger than 
in 1878-79, A large and active trade is being done in cotton goods, in the 
development of which there is reason to believe that the remission of duty on the 
coarscr kinds of grey goods has aided. On the whole, the prospects of trade 
are satisfactory. 
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39. Ihave now, my Lord, stated the gencral facts and figures for the past General satisfac- (”" 
and present. years, and for the year that is about to commence. The result tory result, ns, 


must be considered highly satisfactory. The aggregate actual and estimated 
surpluses of the three years amount to £2,580,000. Let it be remembered 
that this will be arrived at after spending, out of our ordinary revenue, 
") millions on the war, 3}, millions on frontier railways, and £400,000 on 
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famine relief; let it be remembered that the amount chareed ; 

years under the head Loss by Exchange has been nearly 10 raion nee ia 
be remembered that we have given up £340,000 from the Licens he 
£150,000 from Salt; £150,000 from the Inland sugar duties: £300,000. 
cotton goods, and a multitude of other articles; and that the sum fate d hy 
taxation is thus less than the sum raised at the beginning of 1878 b tabi ' 
£900,000. eet al 


40. I shall now, My Lord, proceed to notice some of the more im ortant 
questions of policy which the Government has had to consider. And first T be 
refer to that question which, at the present time, chiefly occupies our thou tt 
the war in Afghanistan. us 


My Lord, I do not now propose to discuss the reasons which led the Govem 
ment to undertake this war. The discussion by me of such questions on the 
present occasion would be irrelevant to the matter before me. Whether the war 
has been just and necessary, or iniquitous and foolish, it has now to be carried on 
and paid for, and my present duty is confined to showing how the Government 
proposes to meet the obligations which, whether rightly or wrongly incurred 
cannot now be avoided. , 


_ Add There is, however, one question to which I must refer. It has been main. 
tained by many persons that England, and not India, ought to bear the cost of 
the war in Afghanistan. I must explain why I consider this opinion incorrect. 


Circumstances may be imagined under which it would be just that England 
should bear the whole cost of military operations carried on by the Government 
of India, even though the finances of India might be so prosperous that they 
could without difficulty dispense with such assistance. It is conceivable that 
awar might be undertaken for the maintenance or defence of’ purely English 
interests, real or imaginary does not matter, and that India might be called 
upon by England to co-operate in such a war, although no Indian interests 
could be possibly served by it. In such a case the liability of England could 
not justly be denied. 

It will be said by those who are opposed to the policy which the Goven- 
ment has followed, that the war in Afghanistan falls precisely within this 
category, and that this war has been entered upon in defence of no Indian 
interest whatever, but in furtherance of the so-called Imperial policy adopted 
by Her Majesty’s Government. Persons who hold this opinion may reason- 
ably object to throwing any part of the cost of this war upon India; but this 
is not the opinion of the Government. 

42. Her Majesty’s Government, and the Government of India, and, I will 
make bold to say, the intelligent loyalty of the people of India itself, hold that 
the war in Afghanistan was undertaken for the protection of India from the 
menaces of foreign aggression, and for the maintenance within her borders of 
permanent domestic tranquillity. The Government believed that this war could 
not be avoided, unless we were prepared to acquiesce in the establishment on 
our North-West Fronticr of new conditions, which would infallibly lead to 4 
ereat increase of military expenditure, to intolerable financial burdens and 
difficulties, and to the disturbance throughout India of the very foundations 
of our power. Great as is the interest of England in preventing such conse- 
quences, the questions at issue were primarily and essentially Indian questions. 


Believing that the true interests of India are indissolubly bound up with 
the peaceful maintenance of our own dominion, we say that this war was 
undertaken with the conviction that justice to India herself rendered it unavoid- 
able. If it be right to expend the revenues of India in maintaining the 
armies by which British supremacy is ordinarily secured, in giving to her peibeen 
peace and good administration, in the development of her wealth and cae 
tion, and on the thousand other beneficial objects which we desire to Ee 
it is right to spend those revenues in rendering it impossible that any a 
influence should grow up on her borders, to threaten the existence of every thing 
which the duty of England to India makes us most desirous to develop. 


43. I can imagine few greater misfortunes to India than the loss of her of 
cial independence, and the acceptance by England of financial responsibility 


er finan- 
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her Indian Empire. It would signify to India the loss of control over her own 
affairs in every department of her administration, the possible subordination 
of her interests to those of a foreign country, and the substitution of ignorance 
for knowledge in her Government. Although some rare instances may be 
quoted m which, when there seemed to be a conflict between English and 
Indian interests, it may perhaps be doubted whether India has been treated 
with perfect fairness, there can be no question that, on the whole, the govern- 
ment of India has been carried on with as honest and thorough a regard for 
Indian interests «as could have happened if India had a separate national 
existence of her own. England may rightly be proud of the way in which 
she has treated her great dependency. These fortunate results have, how- 
ever, been due not only to her justice, but also to the wisdom with which 
she has left to India a separate financial responsibility. England has felt 
that it would be no kindness to take upon herself burdens which India 
now bears, to guarantee Indian debts, pay for Indian wars, and_ relieve 
Indian famines. England has also felt that it was wise in her own true 
interest, to refuse to take into her own hands the control of the £67,000,000 
which now constitute the revenue of India. England does not choose that 
there should be grounds for even a suspicion in regard to the purity of her 
motives. I say thisin the belicf that India has before her a future of increasing 
wealth and prosperity ; but if this anticipation should not be verified, and her 
future should be one of financial embarrassment, the Joss of her financial inde- 
pendence would bring with it other misfortunes. I trust that the people of 
Kugland may never find cause for believing that the maintenance of their 
Indian Empire means the imposition of heavy burdens on themselves, 


44. If, my Lord, India is ever to have a separate national existence, she 
must have self-respect and self-reliance, and J am = sure that Indian 
patriots, who, with perfect loyalty to British rule, may nevertheless have, as 
they may rightly have, visions and aspirations of a distant future of 
another kind, ought to be the first to declare that their magnificent country 
shall bear its own burdens. India expects justice from England, but does 
not ask for charity. She teels that, with her ample and splendid resources, 
her two hundred millions of people, her revenue, which is surpassed by that 
of two only of the greatest European nations, she is a source of strength, 
not of weakness, to the British Empire. Whether we look to the extent of 
her territory, or to the numbers and character of her population, her military 
strength and capabilities, her public revenue and credit, India is one of the 
great powers of the world, ready at all times to stand side hy side with 
‘ngland, and to fulfil every obligation which she owes to the common interest. 
If Mngland be wise, she will not suffer cither her own people, or her friends, 
and still less will she suffer her enemics, to be ignorant of the fact that 
her Indian Empire possesses almest inexhaustible resources. 1 1epudiate, as 
unworthy of India and of England, the notion that India requires help to pro- 
tect herself against the hostility of an Afghan Chieftain, encouraged though 
he may have been by a great power beyond. Nor does the fact that English 
as well as Indian interests are at stake, afford any reason for asking England 
to help us with her money. Everything which conduces to the safety and ptos- 
Perity and progress of India, is a matter of concern to England; but there is 
no more reason that England should help us to pay for a local war, necessary 
for the protection of the interests of India, than that she should help us in the 
relicf of our famines, or in mecting the ordinary charges of our aduinistration. 


to. Holding, my Lerd, these views, it was, I confess, with some regret 
that TP saw India, a year ago, accepting from England even the small amount 
of assistance which was given to us in the shape of a loan of £2,000,000, to be 
Tepaid without interest in seven years. But the circumstances of the time 
Were peculiar, India had been suffering from a succession of famines and 
other unavoidable misfortunes, which bad thrown cnormous burdens on her 
finances, and there was a strong fecling in England, shared by men of all 
classes and parties, that, when the new calamity of war was added to the 
calamities which had gone before, England should liclp India in her difficulties. 
Although the course prompted by this generous feeling may not have been 
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politically wise, its motives were so honourable to the people of England 
cannot cavil at it. “ngiand that | 

46. But, whatever may be thought of the action taken in the past, when we 
were 1n a position of temporary embarrassment, no reasons exist at the re 
time for asking England to help us to meet the charges of the war, The 4 a 
which I have stated to the Council show that we have in our possession ea 
means of defraying all expenditure which it is likely we shall have to ‘seh 
We have obtained these means not only without the imposition of fresh burdens 
on the people, but at a time when we are reducing their burdens by £900,000 a 
year, when we are relieving important industries, and freeing from taxation 
vast number of persons, who, if not actually, are still relatively poor. To sa 
that when we are reducing the pressure of taxation, when the general éanditig, 
of the people of India is one of great prosperity, when every branch of our reve. 
nue is flourishing, and when we have actually got all the money that we want, we 
ought nevertheless to ask England to tax herself, and relieve us from a burden 
which we are perfectly able to bear, does not seem to me reasonable. 

47. But it will be said that, even if India must bear the cost of the Afghan 
war, and must pay for the frontier railways, the construction of whieh the 
war has made inevitable, #1 these charges ought not to be thrown on the _ present 
generation of taxpayers; that this expenditure is undertaken for the future, 
rather than for the present protection of India; that posterity should pay its 
share of burdens imposed for its benefit; and that these charges should be met 
by loans, not out of the income of the year. 

The question thus raised is an old one; but I think I may be allowed, 
without disrespect to those who think differently, to say that, in England at least, 
statesmen of all parties have agreed about the principles on which such 
questions are to be decided. ‘Those principles are, that, especially in a 
country with a heavy public debt, and not able to reckon confidently on a 
large and consequently recurring surplus, by means of which new debt can cer- 
tainly and speedily be cleared off, the wise course is undoubtedly to provide 
for war expenditure out of the revenue of the year, so far, but so far only, as 
this is possible without throwing excessive burdens on the taxpayers, and over- 
loading (to use Sir Stafford Northcote’s words) the springs of industry and 
commerce; and that, if the expenditure cannot thus be covered, the deficiency 
may properly be made good by loans or other temporary resources not included 
within the regular revenue of the year. This is the doctrine which I under- 
stand to be held by that great authority in matters of finance, Mr. Gladstone, 
and I have partly stated it in his own words, although at one time he went fur- 
ther in his advocacy of meeting such expenditure without recourse to loans. In 
India there may undoubtedly be special reasons for charging heavy war expen- 
diture against loans, in preference to placing new burdens on the country. Not 
only is it difficult to make a very large and sudden addition to our existing taxa- 
tion, but it may be politically unwise to do so. There would therefore be no cause 
for surprise if, in the case of having to meet a large expenditure on war, we 
were unable to contribute from current revenue as large a proportion of the 
cost as in England would be thought right. Nevertheless, the general principle 
is as true in India as in England,—that, to the utmost of our ability, we ought 
to provide for the expenses of every year out of the year’s income, and to allow 
no borrowing that is not really unavoidable. As the late Prince Consort, 
contrasting these two plans of mecting war charges, observed :—“ The former 
course is manly, statesmanlike, honest; the latter is convenient, cowardly, 
perhaps popular.” 

48. For the reasons which I have given, it is improbable that the Govern: 
ment would, if our finances had been less prosperous, have thought it right 
to propose the imposition of fresh taxation to meet the expenses of the present 
war; but it is fortunate that no such question now arises. We can uel 
out the wise principles which I have quoted, not only without any ai 
demand upon the resources of the country, but while we are giving relic 
from present taxation. I can hardly conceive that it can scriously be maintaine 
that, having in our posssssion all the money that we are likely to aia 
for the prosecution of the war, we should not spend it on that object, tha 
we should abandon existing income, and then borrow to supply the loss. 
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49, The reasons for which it is right to provide for the charges of the war 
out of current income apply equally, and indeed with greater force, to the 
charges for the frontier railways. Although they will permanently benefit 
the country, it is plain that we could not construct them with borrowed 


Frontier Railwai 


—_—, 


Cost of frontier 


money on the grounds on which we borrow for productive public works, Railways similar! 
and that their cost must be included among our ordinary charges. If, how- treated. 


ever, we could not have paid for them out of our ordinary revenue, it would 
have been quite right to borrow for their construction. I should have said 
this because the works are absolutely necessary, and because the political and 
financial evils of borrowing would be less serious than those involved by fresh 
taxation. I should not have defended borrowing for these railways on the ground 
that they will benefit posterity as well as the present generation. That is s 
matter about which I know nothing ; but I know that posterity will have quite 
cnough to do in bearing its own burdens. 

50. I may add, with reference to these railways, that the urgent necessity 
for pushing on their construction is not likely to be denied even by those 
who have opposed the policy under which the war in Afghanistan was under- 
taken. ‘The estimates show a probable expenditure on this account of 
£1,440,000* in the present year, and of £2,270,000 next year. The council 
is aware of the great and unprecedented speed with which the Railway from 
the Indus to the foot of the Biluchistan hills, on the line towards Kandahar, 
has been pushed on. The extension of the Punjab Northern Railway from 
Jhelam to Rawalpindi and Peshawar, and to Khushalgarh, is making rapid pro- 
gress. In less than four months from the commencement of operations, trains 
were running for 140 miles towards Kandahar; while on the Peshawar line, 
where the rails have to be carried over viaducts 100 feet high and through cuttings 
of rocks 60 feet deep, the engines are expected to reach the banks of the Indus 
before the end of 1880. Independently of military considerations, which, possess, 
of course, at the present time, extreme importance, the completion of these lines, 
within the shortest practicable time, has become very urgent. As the Govern- 
ment of India has written on this subject, “it is obvious that immediate outlay 
upon the early and effectual improvement of our means of transport would be 
amply repaid by reduction in the excessive, and, to a great extent, wasteful 
expenditure which must otherwise be prolonged throughout the course of our 
present military operations, with the certainty of its recurrence on the first occasion 
of their renewal. ‘The financial and economical interests affected by the inade- 
quacy of our present Frontier communications are far-reaching, and the injury 
they sustain can scarecly be exaggerated.” 

51. Ihave now, my Lord, to state to the Council the course which the Goy- 
crament proposes to take in regard to the Bill for amending the Licence Acts. 
It will be remembered that, when this measure last came before us, I announced, 
on behalf of the Government, that it was not proposed to take any further steps 
in the matter, until after the publication of the Financial Statement. 

The changes proposed in the existing law, when the Bill was_ intro- 
duced in November last, would, if they had been adopted, have had no appre- 
ciable effect upon the revenucs, the amount surrendercd by the exemption from 
taxation of the lower classes of traders being just made good by the extension of 
taxation to the official and professional classes. The effect of the further modi- 
fications subsequently proposed, and of the additional exemptions in favour of 
the poorer traders, would have been a loss on the one hand of £340,000 a year, 
anda gain on the other hand of £240,000, thus leaving us, as the general result, 
with £100,000 less revenue than we get now. The measure was essentially one 
Which had for its object the equitable re-adjustment of taxation, and it had no 
financial importance. 

52. Before going further, | wish to ask the Council to recall the cireum- 
stances under which fresh taxation was imposed two years ago. 

lhe object of the new taxcs was described in the preamble of the License 
Act passed by this Council ; and nearly the same words were used in the other 
similar Acts passed for the various provinces of the Empire. It was stated that — 
an en to provide means for defraying the public expenditure from time to time incurred, 
to cffect mented, for the relief and prevention of famine in British India, it 13 necessary 
ve & permanent increase of the revenue.” 

Raion Eee anount should apparently be 1,670,000, including 230,000) entered under 
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In making this quotation, I do not attach any exaggerated importance tp 
the declaration that these taxes were intended to give a “ permanent increase” 
to the revenues. It is, of course, competent to the Legislature to alter its polie 
in regard to this, as to any other matter. The declaration, nevertheless has 
this value, that it shows the intention of the Legislature, when these measures 
were enacted two years ago; and since the object for which they were enacted— 
the protection of the country against famine —is undoubtedly as ‘important now 
it was then, and as earnestly desired by the Government, it is reasonable to 5 
that very good cause ought to be shown, before we consent to 
avowedly imposed to make a “‘ permanent increase ’ 


as 


: ay 
give up taxes 
’ 

to the revenues. 


53. I may remind the Council what this increase really was. Taking to. 
gether the measures adopted in the two years 1877 and 1878, the first new 
taxation was the Public Works cess, imposed on the land in Bengal : this yielded 
in 1878-79 £355,590. In 1878, new cesses were also imposed on the land in the 
North-Western Provinces, Oudh, the Punjab, and the Central Provinces, yleld- 
ing abont £170,000. The total amount of new taxation on the land was 
therefore about £525,000: the actual receipts during the last two years have 
however not been so large, because it was thought right to postpone for a time 
the collection of the cess in parts of Northern India which had suffered from 
drought. Similar taxation was not imposed on the land in Madras and Bombay : 
the principal reason for this exemption was, that the salt duties had just been 
increased in those presidencies, and it was held to be inexpedient to impose cesses 
on the land ata time when the effects of the famine were still being felt, and when 
the salt duties were being increased. A license-tax on traders was first imposed 
in 1877 in the North-Western Provinces, and, in the following year, the present 


License Acts were applied throughout India, They yielded at their maximum, 
about £820,000 net. 


The total amount of what bas been called the Famine Insurance taxation 
was therefore about £1,345,009. 


54. Considering that precisely the same reasons were given by the Govern- 
ment, and accepted by the Legislature, for imposing fresh taxation on the 
trading and on the agricultural classes, with the object of protecting the 
country against. the financial consequences of famine, and that special stress 
was laid upon our desire to make the burden fall with approximate equality 
on each of these classes, it would be difficult, for the present Government at 
least, to accept any proposition for treating them differently now. In_ fact, it 
would be hardly possible to maintain the cesses on the land, if the tax on 
trades were abolished. It might be more possible to defend the abolition of 
the cesses on the Jand and the maintenance of the tax on trades. But it is necd- 
less to discuss such questions. Practically, so far as we are now concerned, these 
taxes on the agricultural and trading classes stand on the same basis. 


[need hardly say, after what has been said on former occasions, that. the 
Government can entertain no idea of giving these taxes up, and of sacrificing 
a million a year of revenue. yen if these taxes were as bad as some think 
them, a time like the present, when we have to meet the heavy obligations 
entailed by a serious war, would not be opportune for abandoning them ; sil 
less could such a course be approved by those who believe with me, that these 
taxes are far less objectionable than others that could be named, and that when 
the time comes for remitting taxes, it is not with these that we ought to begin. 


55. At the same time, the Government desires to make all practicable oe 
provements in the assessment and the administration of the License Acts. 
was this desire which led the Government to the conclusion, explained by me ; 
the Council, when the Bill for amending those Acts last came forward, a 7 
was desirable to exempt from liability all persons whose annual earnings are ei 
than Rs. 500 a year. As I formerly said, we expect by this change to exemp 


: are ‘0 
from taxation about a million and three quarters of the smaller traders, and ¢ 
lose £340,000. The Government still adheres to these conclusions. 


. « . : ate 

56. Although, when this Bill was last before the Council, I was ae ae 

that there had been great improvement in the financial position of eT el 
ment, I did not then venture to anticipate that the improvement would, 
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we came to make our estimates for next year, be so considerable as it is now 
shown to be. It has necessarily obliged the Government to reconsider the 
uestion of the propriety of extending taxation to the official and_professional 
classes, and thus making good the greater part of the loss incurred by the ex- 
emption of the smaller traders from the License Acts. 


Although the main object of the Government in this part of its proposals 
was a more equitable adjustment of taxation, we felt that it was hardly prudent 
to give up £340,000 of income without any compensation, and this was one of 
the reasons assigned for the proposal to tax the officials and professional men. 
The Government has now had to consider this question :—admitting—as we must 
do, in the present state of the finances—that we do not absolutely require the 
£240,000 which the contemplated taxation of these classes would yield, is it now 
desirable to impose it merely for tue purpose of making our system of taxation 
more theoretically equal, and removing to some extent the reproach, which 
undoubtedly is true, that certain classes do not at present bear their full share of 
the public burdens ? 

Ifit had now been possible to attempt the removal of the numerous in- 
equalities and anomalies which are inseparable from any such partial system 
of taxation as that which now exists, this would have been an obiect of high 
importance; but the mere extension of taxation to the official and professional 
classes would clearly be no complete solution of such a problem, although it might 
be astep towards it. On the whole, the Government thinks it better, for the 
present at any rate, not to press this part of its proposals. We have given up 
£340,000 from our existing taxes, and we do not ask that any fresh taxation 
shall be imposed. The amendment of the present law is desirable to carry 
out the exemption of the lower classes of traders, and for the removal of one or 
two difficulties which I shall explain later on; but with these exceptions no change 
is proposed in the License Acts now in force. 


57. Ido not intend, my Lord, on this occasion to discuss afresh the vexed 
question of the Famine Insurance Fund or Surplus. There has been much 
misunderstanding between the Government and some of its critics as to what 
was said and as to what, though unsaid, we are presume:! to have meant when 
the taxes to which I have reterred were first imposed in 1877 and 1878: for 
this misunderstanding, so far as it has been due to want of precision in the ex- 
planations of our policy, I am prepared to accept my full share of’ responsibi- 
lity, but fer my part, I do not intend to refer to it again. I shall only say 
further that there has becn, in regard to this matter, no change in the financial 
policy of the Government, nor is any change proposed now. In the following 
remarks, I shall endeavour to avoid controversy, and to refer only to actions and 
to facts which, whatever their motives and origin, can hardly be misconstrued. 


_ 58. When the serious character of the financial obligations of the State in 
times of famine had been recognised, it became the duty of the Government of 
India to make sure that the public resources were adequate to ineet the fresh 
strain imposed upon them. Upon careful inquiry we came to the conclusion that 
Wo must contemplate a liability from famine amounting, in loss of revenue and 
actual expenditure, to, on an average, £15,000,000 in ten years. It was clear 
that this liability must be included among our ordinary obligations, and that it 
would have been a fatal error to go on increasing the public debt to meet charees 
which must periodically occur. To enable us to discharge the liability thus 
estimated, we determined to aim constantly at a surplus of £1,500,000, supple- 
mented hy a further surplus of £500,000 to provide for extraordinary and abnormal 
demands, other than famine, as, for example, to name the most serious of such 
demands, for war. 


_ This standard surplus of £2,000,000 was to be ascertained on a com- 
Parison of the revenues with the expenditure, exclusive of :—First, Productive 
Public Works, which, to whatever extent might be necessary, it was assumed 
might be provided for by loan; Secondly, Famino Relief, and loss of revenue 
due to famine; Thirdly, Protective works, 7.c., works not. strictly fulfilling the 
definition of Productive Public Works, but constructed specially for the pro- 
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tection of the country against famine; and Fourthly, Abnormal expenditur 
other than for famine, as, for example, on war, s 


I do not stay to inquire afresh how far the standard thus adopted w 
adequate to the object in view, namely, the solvency of the State, althou hl 
believe it to have been so; I only recite facts. ? 

59. In order to secure this standard average surplus of £2,000,000 the 
Government next resolved that it was necessary to increase the revenues of the 
country. ‘The occasion for such increase was the recognition of the increased 
obligations of the State in times of famine, and the measures of taxation 
adopted were framed in the belief that there were certain classes upon which 
this particular burden ought primarily to fall. As I have already explained 
that taxation amounted originally to £1,345,000. It bas now been reduced to 
£1,000,000. 

60. Whether the public accounts show surplus, equilibrium or deficit, itis 
indisputable that these taxes must prevent debt by the exact amount which 
they yield, and that, when famine occurs, our resources for meeting it will be 
increased by an amount exactly equal to the amount obtained from these taxes, 
with oa interest upon them. ‘This part of the subject needs no further 
remarks. 

I have shown to-day that the precise burden borne by the country during 
these three years for this purpose has been or is estimated to be— 


£ 
in 1878-79 ... ove wie «. 1,227,891 
in 1879-80 ... wet siete .. 1,184,000 
in 1880-81 ... a aes bi 982,000 
3,393,891 


The actual expenditure on famine relief has been or is estimated to be — 


£ 
in 1878-79 Se sis eas .. 313,420 
in 1879-80 aS Pe aa .» 99,000 
in 1880-81 oes in 3 eae 5,000 
417,420 


Therefore, the taxation thus levied in these three years, has cnabled us 
to defray the expenditure on famine relief, and, moreover, to prevent debt to 
the amount of £2,976,471, with interest upon this sum. That this result has 
been achieved is self-evident, and, being independent of the surplus or deficit of 
the revenue as a whole, requires no further demonstration. 


61. [have perhaps already said enough upon the other part of this subject. 
The standard which we accepted was £2,000,000 revenue in excess of the 
expenditure on the ordinary account, excluding the ee upon sn 
aud other abnormal obligations. In my opinion this standard has been, in each 
the three years of which I am speaking to-day, greatly surpassed. 


It will doubtless be always right to scrutinise rigidly and jealous] y the ie 
of the grounds upon which any part of the public expenditure is oxyde oF 
the account upon which the surplus for comparison with our standard surplus ; 
£2,000,000, is ascertained; but I believe that, if the accounts and ane : 
the three years before us are subjected to the most severe criticisin, It ee 
found that the actual and estimated surplus of revenue during this period . 
truly far exceed the £6,000,000 which, according to the standard which es 
prescribed for ourselves, should be attained in three years, if the solvency © 
State is to be cnsured. : 

62. I find an apt illustration of our policy in this matter, ready to um La 
which I quote the more willingly, because it is, in other respects, © sal 
interest. According to present prospects, in the ten years ending with 1a - 
we shail have spent, all told, including productive public works, war, 
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£36,848,000 more than our whole revenue. The items included in this Famine Finanee. 








famine ; re Fin 
Sede which should be excluded before applying our standard, are— Public Works. 
£ 
Productive Public Works* - - - 35,881,000 
War in Afghanistan - - - - 9,250,000 
Famine - - - - - - 14,607,000 
Total - os - 59,738,000 


Our revenue will have exceeded the rest of our expenditure by £22,890,000 ; and, 
but for loss of revenue from famine, this surplus would have been £25,890,000, 
or, on an average, £2,589,000 a year. 
Thus, during these ten years, with an average surplus of £2,589,000 to com- Retrospcet satis- 
pare with our standard of £2,000,000, we expect to have defrayed the whole cost factory. 
of our famines and our wars, from our revenues, excepting only the trifling 
deficiency of £967,000. Considering the magnitude of our expenditure on 
famine and war during this period and the immense increase of charge under Loss 
by Exchange, this retrospect appears to me highly satisfactory. 
63. I wish I could say that our plans for the construction of works for the Original pro- 
actual prevention and relief of famine had been as successful as our financial gramme et won 
: : or prevention anc 
arrangements have been, And this brings me, My Lord, to another part of my jotier of famine. 
subject. 
Financial safety was by no means our sole object. We feli not only that 
we had financially to provide the means of relieving famine when it occurred, 
but that the equally important duty devolved upon us of doing everything 
which it was possible for a Government to do, towards preventing these most 
terrible of all natural calamities, and furnishing the country with the machinery 
hy which, when they occurred, the largest practicable amount of relief could 
be, most speedily and effectually distributed. The new taxation and the other 
measures by which our finances were improved, would give us, we believed, the 
means of carrying out these objects with a certainty and rapidity which would 
otherwise have been difficult. 
The investment of our surplus in Productive Public Works was, from a Subsequently 
merely financial point of view, in no sense essential to our scheme, and it will modified. 
be seen, from what has been said elsewhere, that this part of our plans was 
modified by the orders of the Secretary of State in a manner to which, on 
financial grounds, we could take no exception. But we certainly contemplated 
the extensive construction of works for the protection of the country against 
famine; and it was to these projects that public attention was mainly directed, 
and in them the public naturally and rightly felt a deeper interest than it could 
take in any merely financial arrangements. 
64. A nobler programme was, in my opinion, never put forth ‘by any Goy- Its benefits. 
ernment than that put forth by Your Excellency ; a more beneficial scheme was, 
mmy judgment, never formed for the material improvement of any country, 
than the scheme which Your Excellency explained to this Council on the 27th 
December 1877, in your Minute of March 1878, and on other occasions. I 
(esire to remind the Council and the public of what the plans of the Government 
of India were, and to explain why they have not been carried into effect as 
completely as we desired. . 
_ 65. I wish, My Lord, it were possible for me to read to the Council, and Viceroy’s pro- 
‘Norporate in this Financial Statement, Your Excellency’s specch of the 27th stamme of De- 
December 1877. As I cannot do this, but am anxious to place the whole case Cem?" 18/7. 
m the clearest light, I must ask Your Excellency’s permission to string together 
some passages from that speech, for I could not describe the programme of the 
rovernment in any words so good as those which Your Excellency used— 
ihe : The measures now before the Council have for their principal object, the provision of 
“ Increase of the public income which experience has proved to be the first condition of any 
Practical insurance against famine; and, therefore, it is only proper that the Council should 


id how we intend to employ the resources which its adoption of these measures will 
pace at our disposal for that purpose. * * 





“ Tneluding £11,076,000 spent on what I have called doubtful works. 
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“ Of the countless suggeetions made from time to time, and more especial 
present year, for rendering less bitterly ironical than it still seems, that fam 
on the huge granary built at Patna, for ‘the perpetual prevention of fa 
provinces,’ there are only three which merit serious consideration. These are first}: 
Emigration ; secondly, Railways ; and, thirdly, Irrigation Works. Un ‘ortunately for i h 
the first of these three material factors in the practical solution of problems similar to th 
we are now dealing with, is inapplicable, or only very imperfectly applicable, to the ata 
conditions of this country ; ? * though emigration unquestionably claims . 
fostering encouragement, I fear that, for many ycars to come, we must practically silos 
this expedient from the list of those on which we mainly rely as a means of insurine the 
population of India against the calamities of periodical famine. The conclusion thy 
arrived at forcibly confines our immediate efforts to the most rapid development, by the 
cheapest methods, combined with the most appropriate and efficient application, of the 
only two remaining instruments for increasing the produce of the soil, facilitating its 
circulation, and thereby improving tke general social condition, and augmenting the 
collective wealth, of the whole community. Those instruments are railroads and invigation 
works. 

“ Now the incalculable value to India of her present railways has been unmistakeably 
demonstrated during the past year ; and the Government is unquestionably bound to stim. 
late the extension of this class of works to the greatest extent and with the greatest rapidity, 
consistent with the requirements of financial prudence. 

«* * Tt is an unquestionable fact, that the railways, and the railways alone, were 
the salvation of the situation in Northern Behar during the famine of 1874; and that they 
have again been the salvation of the situation in Madras during the famine of the present 


year. 
60k Bo 


ly during the 
OUS INscrijiion 
mine in these 


Had there been no railway within reach of these districts, the people, where 
they have now died by hundreds, must have assuredly succumbed by thousands. 

“I am satisfied tbat the development of a network of subsidiary lines of railway 
giving the means of transport through every district of British India, has become a matter 
of vital necessity for the attainment of the great object now before us. Our present object 
is to render available within the shortest possible time a maximum length of line, especially 
constructed for a slow goods traffic, rather than to provide those more ample conveniences 
fur passengers and goods, which have commonly been deemed necessary for all Indian 
railways hitherto constructed. * 5 - 

“The carly conclusion of such an undertaking must necessarily depend upon its 
financial practicability ; and, for this reason, all minor considerations must be subordinated 
to the most rigid economy in construction, and the most severe limitation of the works 
to what is indispensable for the efficient exercise of their special function. But, if these 
conditions be duly complied with, J have confidence that, at a comparatively early period, 
we shall, without any strain upon our financial resources, have extended to all parts an 
provinces of our empire the most efficacious protection, not indeed from dearth (for that 
is impossible), but from those terrible effects of dearth which now generally terminate 1 
famine. 

“These, then, are the principles on which we are prepared to apply at once to the 
extension of our railway system, as a means of insurance against famine, an aclequale 
proportion of the resources at our command for that purpose. * = * ieee 

“We propose to apply to the extension of irrigation works precisely the same principle 
and policy. : * 

« T am not now speaking of what we ought to do, or would do, to ensure this county 
acainst the worst effects of future famine, had we only the means of doing it; but of what 
we can do, and will do, with the means already provided for in the measures now before the 
Council. Ido not mean to say that the construction of such an extensive system of Jocal 
railroads and irrigation works as we propose to undertake, will not be the gradual task 0 
many years. But J do mean to say that, in the manner and on the plinciples ar 
plained, we are now providing for the prompt commencement, and uninterrupted SN 
of this great and necessary task. We are systematising a policy, the principles of W i 
have been repeatedly proclaimed and approved by ovr predecessors. We are pasore = 
with it the interests, the powers, and the duties of our local administrations. We aad 
viding them wlth the means of permanently prosecuting and developing it, not ra ” 
reference to ow financial control, but exempt from the distressing uncertainty which i 
hitherto been inseparable from the practical execution of this policy, iit comeequenc’ sd 
obligation, which has till now rested upon the Government of India, with the very Lae 
funds at its disposal for the prosecution of public works, to choose, from yeat Oi 
Letween the conflicting claims upon its purse of the various and dissimilar localities of 
spacious Empire.” : 

66. My Lord, I am convineed that the policy, which Your Excellency vi 
proclaimed your resolution to carry out, was not only wise and ee 
because it provided the only possible means by which the Governmen ally 
protect the country against the future calamities of famine, but that, financlan 


has 
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was sound and prudent. Notwithstanding many mistakes which, in trans- 
actions of such magnitude, were inevitable, the policy by which, for many 
years past, we have been constructing - railways and canals in India was, in 
my belief, sound and statesmanlike in its conception, and its practical results 
have been triumphantly successful. The wealth of the country, and the pros- 
perity and happiness of its people, have been increased by it to an incalculable 
extent; the consequent gain to the country and the public finances has been 
immense, and is not to be measured by figures showing only the direct returns 
from the works which have been constructed. For my part, I see no drawbacks, 
no dangers, aud no disadvantages, which deserve to be weighed for one moment 
against the benefits which have been derived. The Government of Your Ex- 
cellency desired to extend and develop this policy, and hoped, by the construction 
of anetwork of cheap railways and of carefully planned works of irrigation, to do 
all that it was in the power of a Government to do, to prevent the frightful 
calamities of famine to which the country is now periodically exposed. We 
believed, and I believe still, that we could do this not only without financial risk, 
but with certain financial advantage. 


67. The Local Governments shared our convictions and our expectations. 
Sir Ashley Eden, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was prepared to undertake, 
from the resources already assigned to him, a system of railway communications 
which, without costing the imperial revenues a shilling, would, he believed, have 
added millions to the wealth of his great province. Sir George Couper sent us 
up a scheme, carefully prepared by my friend General Fraser, for constructing a 
complete system, some twelve or thirteen hundred miles in length, of light rail- 
ways, which, in combination with works of irrigation, would have gone far, if not 
to make future famines in the North-Western Provinces improbable, at least to 
render the relief of such famines a comparatively easy and a certainly successful 
operation. 

68. My Lord, these visions have for the present, but I hope only for the 
present, faded. ‘The plans which Your Excellency described to the Council 
two years ago, and which I have repeated to-day, have not yet been carried out ; 
we have had to defer the hope of protecting the country against famine by the 
rapid development of railways and works of irrigation; and not only this, but we 
have even been compelled largely to reduce the expenditure which, for many 
years past, we have been incurring on works of this description. 


My Lord, I shall not call in question the sufficiency of the reasons which 
led Her Majesty’s Government, and a Committee of the House of Commons, 
to think that a very large reduction should be made in the expenditure of the 
Government of India on Productive Public Works; nor is it necessary that I 
should now repeat those reasons, because they have been fully explained in the 
Report of the Committee, which was published during the last Session of 
Parliament. Nor do I wish it to be supposed that I am insensible to the advan- 
tages which we derive from this temporary restriction of expenditure. It has 
enabled us to carry out in a way which might otherwise have been hardly 
practicable, important reforms in the Public Works Department, and to get rid 
of hugely overgrown establishments. 


69. The limit of £2,500,000 which has been placed on our annual expenditure 
on productive public works has avowedly no sort of finality. “The amount to be 
annually expended” (I am quoting from the Report of the Committee of 
the House of Commons) “should mainly depend upon the financial condi- 
tion of India, and should, therefore, for the present be limited to an 
amount of £2,500,000, as recently fixed by the Secretary of State for India 
m Council.” Considering what our financial condition already is, and what 
we hope it will be in the future, I predict with confidence that the check, 
Which has been placed upon our expenditure on useful works essential 
to the progress of the country and to its protection against famine, will 
be only temporary, and that the execution of the plans described by Your 

xecllency two years ago has been only temporarily deferred. But at the 
same time I wish to make it clear that, if the Government of India has 
failed for the present fully to carry out its programme for the construction of 


aa works for protecting the country against famine, no responsibility 
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for that failure rests upon us. While I say this, I must again ask the 
to remember that, however much we may regret this disa ppointment 
way affects the financial efficacy of the measures taken to enable 
our obligations in times of famine without fear of insolvency. 
prevent the success of those measures, which have been subje 
modification only, that, owing to the improvement of our gen 
position, we have ventured to dispense with about a quarter of t 
taxation (amounting at its maximum to £1,345,000 a year), 
feature. 


Couneil 
It in no 
us to discharge 
Nothing can 
cted to this 
eral financial 
he additional 
which was their main 


70. I may here notice, with regard to the policy of the construction of 
productive public works, that, although the correspondence on the subject between 
the Government of India and the Secretary of State is not concluded, it is under. 
stood that the following points have been settled for the present :— 


i, That any money which it may be necessary to borrow for the construction of 
such works shall he borrowed in India in rupees, and not in London in sterling 
money. 

ii, That not more than £2,500,000 a year, on an average, shall be thus borrowed, 
in addition, however, to any capital expended upon the East Indian Railway 
or any other undertaking which may be hereafter acquired by the State in 
like manner ; in addition also to any money which may be lent to the Govern- 
ment of India by Native States for the construction of productive public works, 

ili. That the yearly grant for the construction of productive public works shall not 
exceed £2,500,000 in addition to the capital expended upon the East Indian 
Railway or any undertaking similarly acquired hereafter, and to the expendi- 
ture upon any works the funds for the construction of which are lent to the 
Government of India by Native States. 

iv. That the unexpended portion of the grant of the past year may be re-granted 
for expenditure in the following year. The object of this provision is to 
prevent the waste and inconvenience incident to the lapse of unspent grants 
for the construction of public works. 


As already explained, the grant for the construction of productive public 
works in 1880-81 has been regulated strictly by these principles. 


71. There are, My Lord, various questions connected with the customs tariff 
to which I must now refer. 


Beginning with the import duties, there is first the duty on cotton goods, 
and this is a subject of which I cannot speak without: some reserve, because there 
has been in past times, as everybody knows, no unanimity of opinion regarding 
it among the members of the Government. Speaking, as I now am, on behalf of 
the Government generally, I desire to say nothing to which any of my colleagues 
might take exception, and, although it will not be possible for me altogether to 
avoid the expression of my own opinions on questions of past and future pe 
I hope it will be understood that I shall, in giving such opinions, be stating oD 
what I myself think. ae 

The Government does not at present propose to make any alteration in the 
duties actually levied on cotton goods. There are, however, obvious a 
serious defects in the existing system, and no one can say that it can long 
maintained. 

72. The measures taken during the last two years, whatever other ot 
may have followed, have at least effected the particular object. for unc pu 
were declared necessary. They have, for the present, removed all gion ‘ 
the complaint, that we were levying protective duties in favour of ee a 
mills in their competition with English manufacturers. Some classes a Rel 
goods may be unduly favoured in comparison with other classes 0 a ‘0 
goods ; but no protection remains for the special benefit of goods produ 
India. ident 

When, last year, Your Excellency decided that it was impossible a as 
the maintenance of the duty on certain classes of cotton goods, eee 
it had a distinctly protective character, it was thought right to i es hie 
siderable sacrifice of revenue for its immediate removal. Whether the Soin 
adopted was right, as I then thought and think still, or whether it ey vat it 
is 4 question (hich I will not now discuss, but the Government fecls 
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at 

cannot at the present moment go further, or submit to loss of revenue beyond = Cvtton Duties’ 
that which the measures of the last two years have rendered unavoidable. ro? (j 


"3, I must say something of the effect which those measures have actually Effect of abolitio’. 
roduced. Mr. Hope’s Commission stated In its report last year that the remission of duty on coarseh( 
of duty on all goods made of thirties and under “ would probably soon effect a “tor goods. | : 
complete revolution in the piece goods trade,” and it quoted, in support of its own I 
conclusions, a report by Mr. Pritchard, the Commissioner of Customs in Bombay, 


who, with reference to this remission, wrote as follows :— 


“Tt will operate to create a new class of shirtings made of yarns 28 by 29 or 30, instead 
of the present standard quality of 32 by 36. This will pass free of duty, and, if it finds 
favour in the market, will take the place to a large extent either of the long cloths or of the 
shirtings now used, or of both.” 

The Commission also quoted the following opinion of a large mercantile 
firm :— 

“There can be no doubt that a trade in cloth made of yarn just within the limit of 
exemption of duty would be fostered, and which might gradually become of considerable 
importance, Such cloth would probably be appreciated by consumers for its intrinsic value, 
as well as for its comparative cheapness, owing to there being no duty upon it; and, if this 
should be the case, it might do away with the importation of cloth made of yarns varying 
from 32s upwards.” 


74. I quote these passages, because the actual results have closely corres- Anticipated. 
ponded with the anticipations thus formed by the Commission and adopted by the 
Government. The chief difference has been that those results have followed more 
rapidly than either the Commission or the Government expected. 


The immediate consequence of the exemption from duty of goods containing 
no yarn of a higher number than 30s, was the rapid development of the manufac- 
ture and import of a new class of goods made of 30s and lower counts. In con- 
sequence of their superior cheapness these duty-free goods have rapidly become 
popular ; and the experiment having thus proved successful, the tendency is now 
to make of the coarser yarrs all cloth for which they can be used, and to substitute 
the coarser for the finer fabrics formerly made of yarns ranging from 30s to 40s, 
This provess has already reached such a point, that last month the duty-free 
shirtings and longcloths constituted more than 74 per cent. of those kinds of 
imported goods, and the dutiable qualities of some other classes of goods have almost 
disappeared from the market. We estimated last year that we might lose in the first 
year revenue to the amount of £150,000, and in subsequent years mere. 
Itis now probable that the loss in the first year, now about to close, will be 
nearly £230,000, and for the coming year it is estimated at £20,000 more. 


75, Now, clearly, the present state of things is not satisfactory. We are But anomalous ant": 
holding out to English manufacturers a strong inducement to supplant finer by objectionable. 
coarser classes of goods, and it has been forcibly represented that these and other 
anomalies ought not to be left uncorrected. I may refer in particular to a letter 
addressed to us by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber points out 
that the declaration made last year by the Government, that “it is not reasonable 
that certain goods should be admitted free, while large quantities of goods of 
almost precisely the same character in every thing but name remain liable to 
duty,” is still true, with this difference, that the hardship is now “ not caused by 
the competition between Lancashire and our local mills, but by competition 
amongst Lancashire manufacturers themselves, to secure the full benefit of the 
Government of India’s last act. They do not, however, carry less weight on that 
account.” The letter of the Chambcr has been seen by the Council ; I need not 
repeat the forcible illustrations which it contains of the anomalies which now exist, 

ut I fully admit the accuracy of its statements. 

The Chamber says that “ to all appearance, these duties are dying a natural 
death, and as that process involves serious anomalics and hardships, it is a question 
Whether the present is not a fitting moment to abolish them in toto. To the 

ominittee there docs not appear any other course open, consistent with the i 
Cclarations of Government, to which they have referred.” 


D2 ry, ‘ 
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{ Cotton Duties. 76. If I could now put aside financial considerations, I should say that th; 
: conclusion of the Chamber is perfectly right. I may add that the altematiys 
i: course which it has suggested as possible, namely, the recall of Jast vars 


exemptions, and the re-imposstion of a uniform duty of 22 per cent, on all 
| Present anomalies Imported cotton goods, would not only be, in my opinion, objectionable in itself 
cannot be imme- but seems impracticable, because it would be opposed to the Policy laid down 
diately remedied. for our guidance by Parliament, and by Her Majesty’s Government. ‘That walle 
I, was declared on the 4th April 1879, by the House of Commons, in the following 
t Resolution :— 8 


4 “That the Indian import duty on cotton goods, being unjust alike to the Indian 
y consumer and the English producer, ought to be abolished, and this House accepts the recent 
4 reduction in these duties as a step towards their total abolition, to which Her Majesty's 
t Government are pledged.” 
I need not pursue this subject further. It is impossible to deny that the 
i present state of things is anomalous and objectionable. The Government will 
\ give to this question in the future that constant attention which its importance 
{ demands, but it cannot, at the present moment, make the large sacrifice 
J of revenue which its complete solution would involve, and, as a provisional 
arrangement, meanwhile, it does not seem possible to draw any line better than 
j that drawn last year. The abolition of the remaining duties on cotton goods 
would cost us £615,000, in addition to the £250,000 which we have given up 
already. 


I may remind the Council that the measures of last year were not hastily 
taken, and that they{were in precise accordance with the specific recommendations 
of the Chambers of Commerce of Manchester, of Bengal, and of Bombay. I may 
add that, although I cannot doubt that the objections to which I have referred 


| must have been felt as strongly in Lancashire as anywhere else, the Government 
I has not received from the English manufacturers any complaints regarding 
them. 

. *orsonal explana- 77. Although, my Lord, I do not intend to discuss the propriety of the course 

chon that has been followed in regard to the removal of the duty on cotton goods, 


a must ask Your Excellency’s permission to say a few words on what is, in some 
et respects, a personal matter. We are constantly told that these measures have 
been adopted in disregard of the interests of the people of India, and in obedience 
to the selfish demands of the Manchester manufacturers. If, my Lord, we had, 
indeed, manipulated, in the interests of England or of any political party in 
England, the taxes paid by the people of India, our conduct would have been 
not only shameful and odious, but absolutely criminal, and J, as Your Excellency 
chief constitutional adviser in the financial measures of the last two years, must 
have borne my share of the responsibility. But for myself, who have taken part 
in these measures, I wish to say that I hardly remember the time when I did not 
argue, in the interests of India, for the removal of these and all other restrictions 
on her commerce. I advocated the abolition of these duties before, to the best o 
my belief, Manchester had herself discovered that she was injured by them, and 
long before Lord Salisbury had proved in his despatches, in a manner which 
seems to me unanswerable, the serious injury which they were infiicting upoa 
’ this country. As I said in my first Financial Statement three years ago, I wou 
‘ not have accepted my present office, if I had not hoped that I should have an 
opportunity of co-operating with Your Excellency in carrying out what, I a 
say without exaggeration, have been the convictions of a life-time. T have ha 
‘ that opportunity. The cotton duties are, in my opinion, virtually dead. 


ipproaching pro- 73. Before leaving this subject, [ think it right once more to point . 
able abolition of that we ought not to shut our eyes to the consequences which, as It adh : 
MW eustoms duties 6 must inevitably follow from the loss of the cotton duties. Whether thos 

ee consequences ought, as I believe, to be welcomed as fraught with a great ae 
lopment of wealth and prosperity to India, or ought, as others think, ; i. 
looked on as disastrous, we cannot wiscly shut our eyes to the fact that the a a 
tion of the duty on cotton goods will involve in all probability the loss of a gree 


( 29 ) 


part of our revenue from sea customs. In the Financial Statements for 1877-78 
and 1878-79 this was clearly pointed out. In the former of these, [ said that I 
looked forward with confidence to the almost total abolition of customs duties in 
India, and I used these words :—‘“ Ido not know how long a period may elapse 
before such a consummation is reached, but, whether we see it or not, the time 
is not hopelessly distant, when the ports of India will be thrown open freely to 
the commerce of the world.” 


My Lord, the fulfilment of this vision seems to me now not far off. It was 
shown in the Financial Statement for 1878-79 that, putting aside the duties levied 
on salt and alcoholic liquors, which stand on special grounds, and on which 
internal excise duties corresponding with the customs duties are imposed, 
there would remain, apart from the cotton duties, a very small amount of 
import duties. Taking the estimates for the coming year, the net sum which we 
expect to receive from the sea customs duties, exclusive of salt, alcoholic liquors, 
and arms, is £1,115,000. The cotton duties will vield say £615,000, and, 
if I am right in believing that they must ultimately be altogether given 
up, our whole import duties would then yield only about £500,000. The truth 
is that cotton goods are the sole article of foreign production, which the people of 
India now largely consume, and there is no present possibility of a large customs 
revenue from anything else. Will it be possible, when cotton goods have been 
freed from duty, still to tax woollen goods and many other articles? And can 
it be believed that we should long maintain our customs establishments for the 
sake of obtaining the insignificant revenue that would remain ? 


79. I know only one suggestion which seems to deserve discussion, for 
saving a considerable portion of our customs revenue. I do not remember by 
whom it was first made, but I have heard of it fora good many years past. I 
believe that it really had its origin in a plan which at one time Mr. Gladstone 
thought of for England. My hon’ble friend, Mr. Hope, has lately given it his 
attention. 


Starting with the assumption that our customs tariff on its preseut footing 
cannot be maintained, this suggestion is that, instead of customs duties properly 
so called, we should, with certain exceptions, levy on all articles imported into 
India, and possibly, also, on those exported, a registration fee at a very low rate. 
In this way, it is urged, we might obtain a considerable revenue in an unobjec- 
tionable way. I give no opinion of my own, much less do I give any opinion on 
behalf of the Government, in favour of this scheme, and all I say of it is that it 
deserves to be considered. 


_ 80. Another solution of these difficulties has lately been suggested, but 
it seems to me unsound in theory, and impossible in practice. It is that a sort 
of treaty of commerce should be entered into between England and India, 
on the principle that India will admit all English merchandise free, on condition 
that England gives up the duties which she now levies on Indian tea and coffee ; 
if, it is added, England, in order to maintain her duty on China tea, prefers to 
continue to levy duty on tea and coffee froin India, she might pay the proceeds 
amounting to a million a year, into the Indian Treasury. 


_Of course we should be glad to see the English or any other duties on 
Indian tea and coffee or on anything else removed ; but, if free trade be good for 
India, it is good for her whether other countries maintain duties on Indian 
Products or not, and the fact that England (for, as it seems to me, excellent 
reasons) taxes our tea and coffec, is no reason for our taxing her cotton manu- 
factures, and almost everything else that we get from her. To maintain the 
contrary is, to maintain the old delusion of reciprocity. In regard to the sug- 
gestion that England should pay to India the million which she levies on Indian 
tea and coffee, this is clear, that, whoever else might profit from such an arrange- 
nent, it would not be our tea and coffee interests. They would have to pay as 
much as before, nor would they be reconciled to the new arrangement by the 
reflection, that it was almost equivalent to the imposition upon them of an export 
duty for the purpose of saving the English treasury from loss, and for the benefit 
of the geueral revenues of India. 
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81. T must add that I do not know why tea and coffee have alone been 
tioned, as if they were the only articles of Indian production on which Es 
levies any duty. There is tobacco, from which England derives a eine. 
between eight and nine millions; I hope and believe that Indian doeearha 
before it a great future ; I should be delighted to see every legitimate encoura 
ment given to its production ; but I cannot conceive how it can be admitted ff | 
England free of duty. As, however, the adoption of the proposals, to which 
have alluded, would practically lead to the surrender by England of the greater 
part of her customs revenue, I need hardly say more on this subject. 


82. Leaving the import tariff, I come now to questions connected with the 


duties on exports. Since 1875, the only export duties have been those on indigo 
lac, and rice. 


83. It is surprising that the duties on the two first of these articles should 
have survived so long. Nobody has ever defended them, and the only reason 
assigned for keeping them has been that the Government could not give up 
the revenue yielded by them, though this has never been great. The average 
amount derived annually from the export duty on indigo is £42,000. The duty 
is levied at a fixed rate on quantity, so that the revenue does not fluctuate with 
the fluctuation of prices. On the finer qualities the incidence of the duty is 
not much over one per cent.; on the lower qualities it may be as much as 
four per cent. The cultivation of indigo by natives of the country has, in 
Northern India, been somewhat rapidly increasing, and the duty falls much 
more heavily on the qualities made by them, than on the better qualities turned 
out by the factories managed by Europeans. Indigo from Central America com. 
petes with ours in the European markets, but not very actively ; and a more 
serious future danger to this industry is probably to be found in the competition 
of chemically prepared substitutes. The danger is not the less real because no 
efficient substitute has yet been found. The progress of scientific discovery is 
now so rapid, that we might hear almost any day that this highly important 
Indian industry was seriously threatened, and we should then be exposed 
to the deserved reproach that this competition had been stimulated by the 
suicidal folly of our fiscal legislation. Export duties enjoy the credit of having 
ruined the Indian trade in saltpetre ; they were taken off when it was too late to 
repait the mischief; the Government does not wish to run any similar risk with 
indigo. A notification, will, therefore, be issued to-day under the powers conferred 
on the Governcr General in Council by the Sea Customs Act, 1878, exempting 
indigo from liability to export duty. 


&4. The same notification will abolish the equally indefensible export duty 
on lac. The trade in lac has been in a depressed condition, and during the last 
two years the average amount of revenue yielded by the duty has been only about 
£9,000. 


85. L do not think that any one will question the propriety of these exemp- 
tions. Taking them both together, they involve a loss of about £54,000 a 
year. 


86. The only export duty, which will now remain, is that on rice. It 
yielded, in 1878-79, a net revenue of £556,000. As it is an export duty, it 1s 
often assumed that its effect. must be more mischievous than that of any import 
duty. No one can be more alive than I am to, the economical objections to 
export duties ; but this duty on ricc is, in my opinion, at the present a 
less open to objection than some of our other customs duties. I have before 
me a valuable note by Mr. ©’Conor on the Indian rice trade. It is sig 
that more than half of our exports of rice goes to Europe. Of the remainccr, 
the greater part is constmed in the countrics near India, such as Arabia, ae 
Ceylon, the Straits, &c., or is sent to various colonies, of which Moti 
the most important, for the supply of the cooly population. The rice ene : 
from Bengal to Europe, “ table rice,” as it is called, is used as food; the rice a 
Burmah, a thick coarse grain, is chiefly used for distillation, or for convers 
into starch, 
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87, There is practically, at the present time, no competition with India on 
the part of other countries in Asia or America in the Tice trade. ; Great appre- 
hensions were expressed some years ago of the competition of Saigon. Similar 
apprehensions have been felt in regard to Siam. As yet these apprehensions 
have not been justified ; but I _must observe that there has been this year a 
large increase in the export of rice from Saigon to Europe. Northern Italy 
roduces a good deal of rice, and sends large quantities to France; other 
countries furnish smaller supplies. ice cultivation, which was formerly very 
extensive in North Carolina, has ceased to be important, and little rice now goes 
from the United States to Europe. Thus, although it would not be correct to 
say that India has a monopoly of the trade im rice, she has something approaching 
to it, and so long as this remains true, it cannot be said that the export duty has 
a seriously injurious effect on Indian interests. At the same time, it is impos- 
sible to say how long this may continue true; the Government cannot keep too 
watchful an eye on the rice trade, and must be prepared, if it should become 
necessary, to take immediate action. While, therefore, I am not prepared to say 
that our export duty on rice is at the present moment especially objectionable, I 
feel that we cannot count upon it as a permanent source of revenue, and if we 
could afford ‘the loss, I should be very glad to get rid of it. The exports of 
rice from India, during the last seven years, have not very greatly varied in 
quantity. In 1873, the year before the Bengal famine, they were 1,164,697 
tons; in 1875, in consequence of the famire, they fell to 869,646 tons, and this 
was the lowest amount reached ; in 1879 they had again risen to 1,061,861 tons, 
and the trade is now again increasing. 

88. Considering that, between 1874 and 1878, the country was passing, 
with hardly any intermission, through a period of drought and famine, and that 
vast quantities of rice were absorbed in feeding the famine-stricken population, it 
is satisfactory to find that exports to other countries should have shown little 
diminution, and that the enormous increase in prices should not have interfered 
materially with the foreign demand. In 1878-79, although prices still ruled high 
and an active demand continued for internal consumption, the exports nearly 
attained the level of the trade previous to the famine period. This year the 
exports will, it is thought, exceed those of last year, and, if harvests continue 
good, next year will probably be a time of great activity in the rice trade. 


89. In leaving this part of my subject, I will only add, that I am as sure as 
ever that there is no country in the world in which the fullest application 
of the principles of free trade is more desirable than it is in India. India (to 
repeat what was said in the Financial Stavement for 1878-79) “is a country which, 
from its poverty, the primitive and monotonous condition of its industrial life, 
and the peculiar character of its political condition, seems to require from its 
Government, before all things, the most economical treatment of its resources, 
and, therefore, the greatest possible freedom in its foreign exchanges.’ I con- 
fidently belicve that the time is not far off, when the truth of this will be generally 
tecognised. 


90. The re-adjustment of the salt duties, to which I must next refer, bas 
proved a very successful measure. It will be in the recollection of the Council 
that, at the end of 1877, a step was taken towards equalizing the rate throughout 
India, by raising it, in the Presidencies of Madras and Bombay, from 1 Rupee 
13 annas to 2 Rupees 8 aunas per maund, and by lowering it, in the Lower 

rovinces of Bengal, from 3 Rupees 4 annas to 3 Rupees, and, in the Upper 
rovinces, from 3 Rupees to 2 Rupees 12 annas per maund. In the following 

Ugust, a further reduction was made of 2 annas in Lower Bengal, and of 4 
annas in the Upper Provinces. By these means a uniform rate of 2 Rupees 8 
nnas per maund has been established throughout India, except in Bengal, where 
the duty is 6 annas higher, and in Burma and part of the Punjab trans-Indus, 
Where it is nominal. 

On the Ist October 1878, the salt sources which the British Government 
ad, under recently negotiated agreements, obtained ou lease from the Native 
ee In Rajputana, were teken over, and at these, as well as at the Sambhar 
wake already in our possession, the duty of 2 Rupees 8 annas per maund was 

en levied on all salt, excepting that cxempted under the agreements just 
mentioned, the details of which were fully described in the Financial State- 
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ment of last year. Considering that this result has been obtai 
without any general increase in the rate of duty on salt, but with 
tion of that rate throughout by far the greater part of India, and 5 
with a reduction of price to the vast majority of the population I 
congratulate ourselves on the success of our policy. 


ned not onl 
a large reduc. 
imultaneously 
think we may 


It was formerly shown that, by the re-adjustment of the rates of duty 
hoped to lower the price of salt to 130,000,000 of people, while only 47 aon an 
were affected adversely. Rajputana and Central India are now liable to the i 
tax, but a portion of the population still obtains its salt free of duty, and ahottes 
portion pays only half the usual rate. Throughout the greater part of the 
States the price of salt, independent of the duty, has been greatly ditninicher 
not only directly, but by the extension of railways. The people have further 
been relieved by the abolition of local transit duties, and by the abolition of i 
British duty on sugar taken across the now defunct Inland Customs Line which 
yielded £150,000 a year. ‘Che Government is now endeavouring to redeem all 
remaining transit duties on sait in Rajputatia and Central India, so that the 
transport of salt may everywhere be free from restriction. 


91. The Inland Customs Line, on the enormities of which I have so often 
dilated, finally disappeared at the commencement of the present official year’ 
When I think of this abominable barrier, which was likened to the Great ‘Wall 
of China, stretching 2,000 miles across the whole of India, so that, if it had 
been put down in Europe, would have reached from London to Constantinople, 
with the countless evils that it entailed, I find it difficult not to begin again my 
old expressions of indignation. However, it is now dead, and I congratulate 
Your Excellency and the country on the fact. By its disappearance we have 
saved about £100,000 a year. 


92. I will state to the Council the principal facts in my possession, illus- 
trating the effect produced by our measures on the consumption of salt and on 
the public revenues. 


We have complete returns for the first ten months of the present year. 
Comparing these with the returns for the same period in 1877-78, the last year 
in which tie old rates of duty were in force, there has been an increase of 
consumption, throughout India, amounting to about 2,400,000 maunds ; the total 
consumption in the former period was 20,373,000, and in the latter period 
22,776,000 naunds. More than 537,000 maunds of’ this increase is the increase 
in Lower Bengal, and nearly 1,900,000 maunds in Northern India. About a 
third part of the latter is attributed to the consumption in the Native States of 
Rajputana and Central India. In Madras and Bombay there was a small falling 
off in the consumption, which fell from 8,850,000 to about 8,654,000 maunds, or 
by 196,000 maunds. The reduction in Madras is believed to be more apparent 
than real, because a large number of the population consume untaxed salt. The 
law relating to salt in the Madras Presidency is as yet very leniently enforced, of 
is, perhaps, not sufficiently stringent. 


In making the above comparison, I have taken the most unfavourable figures 
for my own argument that T could find; 1877-78 was the great famine year, but 
nevertheless for some reason, which I have failed to understand, the amount ol 
salt taxed in Madras in that year was, as I noticed in the last Financial Statement, 
extraordinarily large. 


If we compare the returns for the first ten months of the present year with 
those of 1876-77 (and, if I went further back, my case would be still stronge’) 
we find that, taking the whole of India, there has been an increase 1n the a 
consumption of 2,718,000 maunds, or from 20,058,000 to more than 22,776,00" 
maunds; and this increase has been spread over the whole country. In Lower 
Bengal the consumption has risen from 6,422,000 to 7,682,000 maunds, and i 
withstanding the reduction of duty, the revenue has only fallen off by £30,00" 
or from £2,220,006 to £2,190,000. 


In Northern India the consumption has risen from 3,775,000 to lees 
maunds, and, in spite of the reduction of duty, the revenue has increased oi 
£1,142,000 to £1,348,000. Even in Madras and Bombay, where the duty Ww 
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snereased, and where the revenue has risen from £1,662,000 to £2,155,000, the 
consumption has increased from 8,641,000 to 8,654,000 miatnds. 

The figures I have qust quoted refer to revenue derived from the duty on salt. 
There are, besides this, large receipts from other heads, such as the sale price of 


Government salt. 

In 1877-78 the gross salt revenue of the whole year was under 63 millions 
sterling; in 1878-79 it had risen to 7 millions; the Regular Estimates for the 
current year exceed 74 millions, while, for next ycar, our estimate of salt revenue 
is 72 millions. Thus the improvement is expected to be more than one million in 


four years. 

While the revenue has thus increased, the salt expenditure has diminished from 
£508,000 in 1875-76 to £404,000 in 1878-79, and is estimated at £368,000 in 
1980-81. Against this saving in expenditure, however, must be put £253,000 
on account of the annual compensations paid to the Native States and to Portuguese 
India; this, with £70,000 for the Sambbar Lake, is charged in the public accounts 
under Allowances and Assignments. 


93. I think, my Lord, I may now say confidently that the wisdom of the policy 
followed in regard to the equalization of the salt duties has been proved by 
experience. To what extent the increased consumption and lower price of salt 
throughout the greater part of India have been the consequence of the reduction 
of the duty, and to what extent they have been attributable to the extension of 
railways, to the general improvement of communications, the opening out of new 
markets, and the increase of the population, it is not possible to say; these 
various influences have, doubtless, all contributed to the result; but it was with 
the knowledge, and indeed with the certainty, that all the conditions with which 
we had to deal were highly favourable to the success of our policy, that we were 
induced to adopt it, 


94. I must add that we received a few wecks ago a representation from the 
President of the Salt Chamber of Commerce, Cheshire and Worcestershire, to 
the effect that one of the results of our late measures has been an increase of 
the former difference between the rates of duty on Liverpool salt and that 
produced in Northern India, which places the former at a greater disadvantage 
than heretofore, and has driven it back from markets in Behar formerly sup- 
plied by it. Although, as I have already shown, there has lately been a great 
Increase in the consumption of Liverpool salt in Bengal, careful inquiry is now 
being made into this subject. But, whatever may be the result of that inquiry, 
I may say at once that, although the Goverrment cannot, at the present moment, 
make any further reduction in the Salt Duty in Bengal, it fully recognises the 
hecessity of completing, as soon as possible, the actual equalization of the duty 
throughout India. It is an essential part of our policy to do so, and I feel sure 
that the measures which have still to be taken will prove as satisfactory to the 
country, and as beneficial to the revenue, as those of which I have been describing 
the result. 
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95. When, my Lord, the l'inancial Statement for 1879-80 was published a Improvement it 
financial positic : 


year ago, we were far from foreseeing the extraordinary improvement which was 
about to take place in our financial position, and which we now perceive had even 
then commenced. The loss caused by the great disturbance in the relative value 
of gold and silver had reached alarming proportions, and there was nothing to 
re-assure us regarding the future. We were engaged in war; the surplus which 
We considered necessary to protect the country against the financial consequences 
of famine had disappeared ; our estimates, apart from the war, showed a surplus 
of only £605,000. We decided, however (to quote the words of the last Financial 
Statement), that it was “ wise to abstain from imposing any fresh burdens on the 
country, and to accept the temporary loss of the surplus by which it was hoped 
that an insurance against fumine had been provided.” 


96. I see nothing to be ashamed of in our want of foresight. Ido not sec 
how we were to know that there would be a great improvement in the exchange, 
which would Jast through nearly the whole year, and which, in spite of an 
increase in our remittances, would better our position by £760,000; that our 
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opium estimate, which we haa taken at a higher amount taai, with one e 
tion, it had ever been taken at before, would prove, taking both sides of th 
Account, to be too low by £1,900,000 ; that in consequence of : 
able season which India has known for many years, the increa 
the people, and other causes, every great branch of the public in 
an increase; that we should get £450,000 more from Land R 
more from salt, and so on. 
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97. Although, as I need hardly say, it was not a pleasant task, which I had last 
year to perform, in laying before the Government and the public so unpromisin 
a budget, there are now good reasons for not expressing much regret that we 
were not gifted with greater powers of foresight. For the result was to make us 
undertake a most searching examination into every branch of the public expendi- 
ture, with the firm resolution that everything superfluous should be ruthlessly 
sacrificed. The reductions which we have made already, and which we hope still 
to make, are not the least satisfactory part of the year’s history. 


The Local Governments throughout India loyally responded to our invitation 
to co-operate in the task which we had undertaken. We left it entirely to their 
discretion to decide where they could reduce their expenditure, and exercised no 
kind of interference in their proceedings, The result of our communications with 
them was, that, with their full consent in every case, the assignments made to them 
from the Imperial treasury in the present year have been reduced by £335,000, 
and a similar reduction will be made in the coming year. 


98. Besides less important savings, which I need not now detail, there has been 
in the present year a reduction in the Public Works expenditure of £661,000. | 
hope that £400,000 to £500,000 a year will eventually be permanently saved by 
getting rid of superfluous establishments. Some explanation is necessary on this 
subject. 


99. Before any orders to reduce the expenditure on Productive Public Works 
had been issued by the Secretary of State, or the question of reducing the 
Ordinary Public Works expenditure had been taken up afresh by the Govern- 
ment of India, it was an acknowledged fact that the strength of our Public 
Works establishments was enormously in excess of what was necessary. When 
the Secretary of State ordered, subject to certain conditions, the reduction of 
our annual expenditure on Productive Public Works to the sum of £2,500,000, 
this excess became, of course, a still more serious evil. I will not now go into 
the question of the causes which led to the growth of these needlessly large 
establishments. It is easy to be wise after the event; they were, for the most 
part, the result of errors of system which were only discovered to be errors by 
experience. However, this may have been, we found ourselves, at the beginning 
of the present financial year, in this position, that our Public Works establish- 
ments were declared by the highest authorities in the Public Works Department 
to be costing not less than £500,000 a year more than was necessary for the 
expenditure on Ordinary and on Productive Works which had to be carried on. 
We therefore resolved that these superfluous establishments must be at once 
reduced. 


100. The Local Governments and the authorities in the Public Works 
Department deserve the thanks of the Government of India for the efficient 
manner in which the serious task of making this great reduction has been per- 
formed. I think it will be admitted that the measures of the Government a 
carried out with the greatest possible consideration to individuals, and that the 
engincers, with whose services we have unwillingly been eae to ae 
have been treated liberally. ‘The reductions actually made will save us £250, 
a year. In the present year there will, of course, be a large set-off on ae 
of pensions and gratuities; it amounts, indeed, to about £280,000 ; ts ee 
greater part of the cost of reduction will be incurred once for all in the shap 
gratuities. - 

Although these great changes in the constitution of the Public Works 
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of efficiency. Our difficulties, however, are not over; our Public Works 
establishments are still larger than they ought to be, and the constant supply 
oung engineers that pours in from Cooper's Hill will, if it be not speedily 


of y : 
d, prove a cause of renewed embarrassment, and of useless and serious 


stoppe 
expense. 

101. Before leaving this subject, there is one important point that I must 
notice. It will be plain from what I have said, or have still to say to-day, that 
the Government of India looks with regret on the reduction of expenditure on 
Productive Public Works, and that it hopes to see that expenditure again 
increased hereafter. How, it may be asked, holding these opinions and expec- 
tations, can you justify this reduction of Public Works establishments? If, 
hereafter, your expenditure is increased as you hope it will be, you will have 
deprived yourself of the machinery necessary for the execution of your works, 


102. If, my Lord, this were true, I should, for my own part, have thought 
our proceedings very foolish ; but I ain satisfied that we need be under no appre- 
hensions of the kind. I think that I cannot better explain the views of the 
Government on this subject, than by reading to the Council the following extract 
from a despatch addressed by the Government of India to the Secretary of State 
in September last :— 


“Our present difficulties have not disturbed our belicf in the great importance of the 
most rapid possible development of the means of communication and othcr material 
improvements in India. % * * 7 * * # 


With these convictions, we should not have acquiesced, without remonstrance, in the 
absolute permanent restriction to £2,500,000 a year, of our expenditure on the construction 
of Productive Public Works, if we had understood this to be Your Lordship’s intention. 
* * Accordingly, we have been careful so to frame our proposals for the re-organisation 
of our establishments, that we shall have no difficulty in hereafter increasing our expendi- 
ture on Productive Public Works to any extent which is likely to be considered expedient, 
We could not have undertaken any reductions not compatible with this condition. 


The ordinary difficulty of organising an efficient and economical service has been aggva- 
vated, in the case of the Public Works Department, by the fluctuations of public policy which 
have manifested themselves in large variations of the grants made for expenditure in this 
Department. We need not now inquire into the causes of these fluctuations, and we do not 
wish to criticise the policy either of the school which advocates a lavish public expenditure on 
such works, or of that which regards with distrust any such expenditure which can be avoided. 
It only concerns us now to recognise the fact that we have no reason for expecting, hereafter, 
more immunity from such alternations of conflicting influences than we haveenjoyed heretofore. 
Our duty, therefore, is to anticipate their recurrence, and frame our measures accordingly. 


Hitherto, our establishments have been organised on a plan which demands, for successful 
and economical results, a steady and unbroken prosecution of works; engineers having been 
brought into the service on engagements which have been understood as ensuring to them 
continuous employment. But such employment is incompatible with the conditions on which 
We can provide funds for the construction of Productive Public Works ; and, clearly, we must 
now so organise our establishments that their strength may be, at any time, readily reduced 
or increased. In other words, the cause of our present difficulties being that we have, on 
the whole, been burdened with establishments in excess of what, with the funds at our dis- 
posal, we could constantly and profitably employ, we must, for the future, take care to 
engage no establishments in excess of the greatest strength for which we can confidently 
expect to provide constant and full employment, whatever policy as to the material 
improvement of the country may be in the ascendant. 

We have resolved therefore, to organise our permanent establishment, rather upon the 
model of the staff of a great contractor, supplementing it, as occasion requires, by temporary 
establishments engaged for particular works only, with no claim to absentee allowances, 
Pensions, employment upon any other work, or any of the rights and privileges of a regular 
establishment, “Moreover, we desire to look, more and more, to the employment, upon con- 
siderable undertakings, of contractors with large capital, and to the development of the 
existing system of petty contracts for petty works, In this way we expect to avoid a 
fecurrence of the inconvenience from which we are now suffering. 

We anticipate no difficulty in carrying out the policy thus designed; on the contrary, 
We believe that, while guarding us against a return of our present embarrassment, this policy 
sel hy encouraging persons to adopt the profession of Civil Engineer, and otherwise, 
i omote the general interests, and be favourable to the extended employment of Natives of 

ndia in this department of our service, an object which we have much at heart.” 


103. Before leaving the subject of reduction of expenditure, I have still to 
Mention what I hope may prove hereafter to have been the most important 
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measure of the year. I refer to the appointment of the Speci 
presided over by Sir Ashley Eden, to inquire into the organisation and expe 
diture of the army in India. The Report of the Commission is now andes 
consideration of the Government, and I should be going altogether beyond a 
own proper business, if I were to attempt in any way to discuss the recom. 
mendations which the Commission has made, or to give any opinion as to the 
extent to which those recommendations may be carried out. But there are some 
facts to which I may refer without impropriety, and which seem to me highly 
encouraging. This Commission, presided over by one of the most eminent f 
Indian statesmen, and including among its members some of our greatest 
Indian soldiers, has arrived at unanimous conclusions on almost every one of the 
questions submitted to it. These high authorities believe that the adoption of 
their proposals would greatly increase the efficiency of the army in peace and 
war; that it would add to the military strength of the British portion of our 
forces; that the strength and efficiency of the Native army, as a fighting 
body, and the popularity of the service, would be increased ; that the medical 
service would he placed in harmony with the true principles of army organi- 
sation; that in the departments of the army greater uniforinity and power of 
administration would be obtained; that the great lines of military com. 
munication would be improved and made permanently secure; that, under a 
more scientific system, the troops could be more rapidly and easily mobilised; 
and that (to quote the words of the Commission) ‘with improved transport 
arrangements, with a more thorough knowledge of the vast resources of the 
country in supply and transport, and with a decentralized military system, the 
Government of India will be able, provided the details are thoroughly worked 
out beforehand, to place in the field a force which will be a powerful weapon 
of offence or defence, while the troops remaining in garrison will be ample to 
supply a reserve if needed, and to maintain the peace of the country undis- 
turbed.” The Commission believes that these great results, by which the 
efficiency of the army would be immensely increased, could be attained, not only 
without additional expense, but with a positive saving to the State of 1,250,000/. 
a year. 


al Commission, 


I have not been able to take credit for any part of such savings in the coming 
year; but I sincerely trust that this most important matter will not be allowed 
to sleep, and that no feeling that the improvement in our finances has rendered 
military economy less urgently necessary, will be permitted to cause delay in 
settling the questions which have been raised. As the Commission, quoting the 
principles strongly enunciated by Lord Mayo, and reiterated by his successors, 
has observed, ‘the people of India ought not to be called upon to suppert or 
pay for one unnecessary soldier.” 


104. The warning which I have now given, that we ought not to be induced 
by the improved state of our finances to relax our efforts in the direction ot 
economy, is not true in regard to military expenditure alone. It would be a 
dangerous mistake to conclude that our prospects are not still uncertain. 


In the Financial Statement for last year prominent attention was called to 
the consequences entailed upon India by the violent disturbance of the long 
standing equilibrium between gold and silver. It was then stated that the 
Government of India had submitted its views on this subject to the Secretary 
of State, and, as the Council is aware, Her Majesty’s Government did not think 
it possible to accept. our recommendations. 


Although the exchange has, during the present year, been less unfavourable 
to India than we anticipated, it would be a great error to suppose ee 
anxiety on this account has been removed or even seriously diminished. 
gravity of the subject can hardly be better illustrated than by this a ie 
even in the present year, which has been comparatively favourable, the c a 
for Loss by Exchange amounts to £3,188,000, while for the coming ycar es 
estimated at £3,411,000. Ten years ago, in 1869-70, the charge was £142, aN 
Although the relations between the two metals have, of late, been compergi 
steady, yet, as this stability does not rest upon any known foundation, Shah 
not afford ground for confidence in the future relations of the two metals, whichs 
under the existing conditions, cannot be predicted for a single month. 
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Obviously we cannot depend on the maintenance of our Opium revenue at 
ss present unprecedentedly high amount. Other causes for a prudent anxiety 
are pot wanting. It is, for example, plainly impossible to say what may be 
the actual cost, and the future obligations entailed upon us by the war in 
Afchanistan ; although, so far as can now be foreseen, ample provision on this 
account seems to have been made. Altogether, while our financial prospects 
look, on the whole, far brighter than they were a year ago, we cannot say that 
there are not many causes for anxiety remaining. The prudent view to take is 
this, that we ought to take advantage of the breathing time that has now been 
obtained, and set our house in order. 

105. I think, my Lord, that there is only one remaining subject to which I need 
yefer. Attempts have recently been made in England to compare the financial 
condition of India as it is now with what it was in past periods, and it seems to 
have been assumed by many persons that, because difficulties are found in 
making stich comparison without more information than is given in the published 
abstracts of our accounts, therefore there is something wrong in the structure of 
our accounts themselves. The fact is that, for many years past, we have been 
steadily striving to make such improvements in our published abstracts as were 
called tor by changes in financial circumstances, and in order to give fuller 
information. In this view, heads of accounts which used to be Jumped up 
together have been separated, while others have been consolidated, and, instead 
of entries showing merely the net result of the differences between revenue and 
expenditure, the actual revenue and expenditure have been entered on each side 
of the account respectively. 

106. For example, in Mr. Wilson’s Budget Statement in 1860, there were only 
six revenue heads. The first was “‘ Land Revenue, Sayer and Abkaree,” and it 
included Land, Forest, and Excise revenue, all lumped together; then came, 
separately, ‘‘ Customs,”’ “Salt,” and “Opium”; then ‘ Miscellaneous,” a large 
item of over 4 millions ; and lastly, “ Receipts from Railway Companies,” which 
at that time were only £330,000. On the expenditure side the charges on account 
of collecting the revenue on account of Land, Forest, Excise, Customs, Salt, 
Opium, Post Office, and Stamps, together with Political Pensions, Allowances, 
Assignments, and Charitable Grants, were all included under one head; the 
remaining heads were ‘‘ Interest on Debt in India;” “ Military Charges;” 
“Marine ;” “ Civil Charges,” which included all Political, Judicial, and Police 
Establishments, and all Public Works, except Military and Marine; “ Miscel- 
laneous;”” and ‘Guaranteed Interest on Railway Capital.” The charges 
curred in England were not classified at all. In the next year, 1861, the heads 
of Revenue and Expenditure were re-arranged and somewhat increased in number, 
The net charges in England were also shown separately. 

From that time the abstract has been, from year to year, improved in the 
manner I have indicated. In the last few years these changes have been 
considerable, involving the entry of large amounts on each side of the Account, 
which were previously shown net on one side only. Tor instance, until quite 
recently, the excess of the Guaranteed Interest on Railway Capital over the net 
earnings of the Railways was shown in one entry on the expenditure side, instead 
of the net earnings being entered on the revenue side and the full Guaranteed 
Interest on the expenditure side ; this obvious improvement has caused an addition 
to each side of the account of some five millions sterling. So again, the Pro- 
vincial Revenue and Expenditure is now entered in the gross, under the appro- 
priate heads, instead of net on one side only of the account. This has added 
about a million to both sides. Finally, local revenue and expenditure which, 
although as much public transactions as any other, used to be excluded altogether 
from the Financial Statements, have now been included, adding more than 
2, millions to each side of the account. 

Thus, under these three heads alone, the totals of our revenue and expenditure 
have been inereased by about 8} millions, without any addition whatever to our 
revenue or expenditure. I will not say that our form of abstract is even now 
perfect ; but it gives detailed information which it was impossible to obtain from 
the abstracts as formerly framed. ‘The improvement of late ycars has been great, 
and it is certain that few countries now publish such full and accurate accounts 
as India, It en hardly be contended that the difficulties which such changes 
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“jenerulcomparison 107. I cannot now take up the time of the Council with any elaborate com. 
| T Accounts for parison between our present financial position and that of ten or twenty years a ‘ 
fer ea a ae : : 

We es 70 As, however, there seems to be an impression that there has been a a 
“878-79 and esti. Ierease in the public expenditure, 1 will briefly compare the accounts of oy; 


chates of 1880-81, Net expenditure in 1868-69 and 1869-70 with the accounts of 1878-79 and the 


t 


a estimates of 1880-81. That this comparison may be effective, I h imi 
ed nated the expenditure from Local Funds, rebate incorporated with the at 
a] the public expenditure, and also the expenditure on the war in Afghanistan. In 
rf like manner I have removed, throughout, the credits from the extinct Mili tary 
“4 Funds. Ihave, then, divided the net expenditure thus ascertained into four 


groups, as follows: 


First-—Land Revenue (except Charges of collection, Surveys and Settle. 
ments), Post Office, Administration, Minor Departments, Jails and Penal Settle- 
ments, Law and Justice, Police, Marine, Education, Ecclesiastical, Medical 
Stationery, Printing, Political, and Miscellaneous. 


Second.—Interest, Loss by Exchange, Furlough Allowances, Pensions, and 
Famine. 


Third.—Public Works, Telegraphs, Railways, and Canals. 
Fourth—The Army. 


The whole net expenditure thus classified is as follows :— 


GA a 





1868-69 1869-70 1878-79 1880-81 
£ £ £ £ 

4 Group I.—Effective civil admi- 
: nistration 10,084,000 10,566,000 10,901,000 11,166,000 

7 Group IJ.--Non-effective civil 
i expenditure 7,054,000 6,543,000 11,177,000 10,536,000 
wl Group JIJ.—Public Works - 8,195,000 6,235,000 38,399,000 — J,882,000 
Group IV.—The Army - - 15,137,000 15,251,000 15,442,000 15,330,000 
Total - 40,470,000 38,596,000 40,918,000 38,915,000 


—_— 














108. Group I.—The effective civil charges proper have increased in the 
twelve years by about one million sterling, of which £500,000, under the 
Head of Law and Justice, is due to the development of backward provinces, such 
. as Assam, Burmah, and Oudh, and to improved administration ; and £250,000, 
is under Education and Medical Services, is to be attributed to the constant 

demands for more schools and dispensaries. It does not seem to me that either 
the fact that the whole active civil administration of this great country costs only 
a fraction over net 11 millions a year, or the increase of its cost in twelve years 
by one million sterling, is indicative of any laxity of financial control or any 
disregard of the interests of the tax-payers. 
“selleetive Civil 109. Group II.—The non-effective civil charges, many of which are not 
ITZes. subject to control, show an increase of about 3} millions, caused mainly by the 
4 disturbance of the relative values of gold and silver, but also notably by the 
growth of the pension list. Nowithstanding the addition of 374 millions (net) 
to our debt, the charge for interest shows little or no increase, the rate of interes 
having been, by successive operations, involving labour and forethought, con 
stantly reduced. The average rate of interest upon the whole debt is no 
4:40 per cent. 
lic Works. 110. Group III.—-The growth of the revenue from Railways, Telegraph 
and Canals, and the reduction of the expenditure on Public Works Ordinary " 
produced a diminution of the net expenditure in this group of more than six sy 
& quarter millions a year, which therefore largely exceeds the increase in Group !?. 
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During this period we have spent 65} millions sterling upon Railways, including 
the Guaranteed Railways, Canals, and Telegraphs. The result shown in the 
fgures here given is remarkable evidence of the manner in which India responds 


to outlay of this character. 

We have seen that in the coming year, the revenue derived from productive 
ublic works is likely to exceed the interest on the capital expended in their 
construction, together with the working expenses. I have read criticisms, in 
which the policy of constructing these works has been condemned on the ground 
that they had not yielded, and in many cases were not likely to yield, any extra 
rofit after fully paying their expenses. But if the Government has succeeded 
ia making these magnificent works for nothing, that is, without throwing any 
permanent charge for thei on the people of India, surely it may well be 


contented. 


Ill. Group IV.—Although there was an intermediate reduction of the cost of The Army. 


the Army, the net military expenditure here shown is little larger in the later 
than it was in the earlier years. 

112. Owing to the rapid improvement in the financial results of our Rail- 
ways, Canals, and Telegraphs, and to economy in the expenditure on public works 
ordinary, the whole net expenditure shows no increase, but a positive reduction. 


113, Considering that, during this period, the charge for loss by exchange 
has increased by 33 millions, and that, including the guaranteed railways, we have 
invested no less than 652 millions in productive public works, this, My Lord, is 
aresult of which the Government of India need not be ashamed, and which I 
eamnestly commend to the study of those statesmen who, from motives worthy 
of all respect, but which appear to me to be founded upon a dangerous misappre- 
hension of facts, would withhold from India those material benefits which are to 
be obtained only by the expenditure of capital upon the development of her vast 
resources, 

_ U4, It now, My Lord, only remains for me to make the motion standing 
against my name. If it be adopted by the Council, it will be equivalent to a 
resolution that the Trades and Professions Bill shall be dropped altogether, and 
Ishall afterwards ask permission to introduce a new Bill for the amendment. of 
the present law. It will be understood, from what I have said to-day, that it 
will be a very short and simple measure, and its principal effect will be to 
ae the poorer classes of traders from the taxation to which they are now 
lable, 


Whole net 
expenditnre, 


Comparison 
satisfactory. 
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REVENUES. 
{ 
CIVIL. 
i I.—Laxp REVENvE 
| II.—Tasvres . 
ITI.—Fonest . 
IV.—ExcisE . 





V.— ASSESSED TAXES 


Vi.—ProvinciaL Rates 


VII.—Coustous - 
VIIL—Satt - : 
IX.—Orium - . 
X.—Stamrs - - 
XI.—REcISTRATION - 
XIL—Mint - : 
XITI.—Post OrriceE - 
XIV .—TELEGRAPIL : 


XV.—Misor DeEPantMEyTs 


XKVI.—Law anv Justice 


_ XVII.—Pottce - = 


c 


XVIII.—Manire- - 
X1X.—Epvucation - 
XX.—MEpICAL : 


XXI.—Sratioveny anv Priytixe 


* XXIL.—Isteresr 


* XXIII.—SvuPeranNvations 


XXIV.—MIsceLvaANEOts - 
XXV.—RaliLwars z 


: XXVI.—Irnicaty. & Navicaty. 


: XXVII.—Otaen Pustic Wonks - 


XXVIII.—Pnovt. & Locan Dericits 


XXIX.—Army - - 


XXX.—Gain by Excnaxce 


GRAND TOTAL - 


Dericit “ - a 


Fort WILLIAM; 





Accounis, 
1878-9. 


£ 
22,450,803 
703,660 
605,433 
2,619,349 
900,920 
2,638,835 
2,326,561 
6,941,120 
9,399,401 
3,110,540 
266,360 
172,335 
911,806 
426,694 
84,968 
647,130 
211,108 
250,595 
147,425 
44,332 
47,096 
628,367 
675,258 
348,554 
6,178,134 
790,775 
571,076 
973 
974,775 
133,313 


65,207,694 


DEPT. OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE, } 


The 24th February, 1880. 





Bupert 
Estimates, 
1879-80. 


z£ 
21,939,000 
703,000 
672,000 
2,742,000 
896,000 
2,740,000 
2,248,000 
7,000,000 
9,000,000 
3,087,000 
267,000 
180,000 
983,000 
380,000 
58,000 
649,000 
233,000 
206,000 
139,000 
39,000 
46,000 
634,000 
526,000 
310,000 
6,454,000 
788,000 
477,000 
208,000 
880,000 
78,000 


64,562,000 


1,395,000 


REGULAR 
Estimates, 
1879-80. 


£ 
22,389,000 
714,000 
662,000 
2,765,000 
797,000 
2,706,000 
2,231,000 
7,335,000 
10,459,000 
3,203,000 
262,000 
254,000 
968,000 
486,000 
98,000 
663,000 
221,000 
206,000 
137,000 
54,000 
52,000 
709,000 
529,000 
324,000 
6,701,000 
871,000 
480,000 
59,000 
924,000 
324,000 


IncuEase, | Decrease.| Estiaates, {— 


£ 
450,000 
11,000 
23,000 


335,000 
1,459,000 
116,000 


74,000 
106,000 
40,000 
14,000 
15,000 
6,000 
75,000 
3,000 
14,900 
247,000 
83,000 
3,000 
44,000 
246,000 


£ 
10,000 
99,000 
34,000 
17,000 


5,000 


15,000 


12,000 


2,000 


149,000 


E. W. KELLNER, 








STATE. 
— 
I 
Estinaty, 
TO 
BupGet couhan 
1880-81. feat ee 
ee 
£ £ £ 
22,062,000 - Ba 
698,000 |  — 130i 
690,000 28,000} - 
2,782,000 17,000) 
535,000 — 2a 
2,764,000 58,000, = 
2,175,000 =_ oat 
7,541,000 | 206,000) - 
9,410,000 — — | Lids 
3,194,000 — St 
265,000 3,000 
196,000 _ 
1,008,000 40,000 
486,000 - 
81,000 = 
680,000 17,000 
232,000 11,000 
226,000 20,000 
137,000 
40,000 
45,000 
651,000 
386,000 
268,000 
7,545,000 
861,000 
471,000 
247,000 
833,000 
237,000 
~ 66,746,000 


Iter Garr 


Deputy Comptro! 


WENTS. 


ee 
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op INDIA IN INDIA AND IN ENGLAND. 


1880-81. 


Sas eS Pe le = ee ope) a Soe ee ee 


EXPENDITURE. 


CIVIL. 
1,—Interest ON DEBT - 
9_-[yrenEsT, OTHER ACCOUNTS 
9—-Rerunps AND DRAWBACKS 
4—Lanp REVENUE . 
5—Forest * = 
6,~EXCIsE - e 
()Ascessen TAXES . 
§—ProvinciaL RaTES - 
9—Custous =~ : 
1,—Sart . = 
1—Orruw . 
Stamps - : 
IX—RecisTRATION = 
Mint . : 
15—Posr OFFICE - - 
If.—Tevesnarit - . 
V,—ADMINISTRATION : 
—Mixon DEPARTMENTS 
Law anD JUSTICE - 
0~Poice - - 
21 —Manie . - 
2—-Epucation - - 
S—ECcLEst ASTICAL - 
4—Mepican - 
%—StatioNERY AND PRINTING 
%—PouricaL : 
1 —Autowces, & ASSIGNMENTS 
%—Civi, Funtouct ALLcEs. 
%—SUPENANNUATIONS  - 
3.—MIScELLANEOUS - 
§1—Favtie RELIEF - 
Q—Rauways - “ 
B—laeication & Navigation 
4—Omer Pustic Works 
%—Provt, & Locat SuRPLUSES 
—Anyy 


7-L 
—LOss BY EXCHANGE - 


TOTAL ORDINARY 


Btrptus 
%, 





—Propuctive Puntic Works - 



















Bupast Estimates, 








1890-81, COMPARED WIT, 
ae Pea eee. TworEase. | DecnEAsE. ors. Wee EOMtAT Eb 
1879-80. 1879-80. 1880-81. |——-______ 
Increase. | Decrease.fi 
nse Er EnEEEEEEEEEEEEET DEnEETEIEEEEEETENT GnnEEEIEEENRIIS Denn WEEE: ee 
£ £ £ £ £ £ Z£ £ 
5,982,893 6,353,000 6,039,000 = 314,000 5,739,000 = 300,000: 
378,703 386,000 382,000 — 4,000 400,000 18,000 = 
406,562 356,000 350,000 — 6,000 318,000 = 32,000}: 
2,960,010 3,028,000 2,945,000 — 83,000 2,995,000 50,000 _ 
454,934. 510,000 521,000 11,000 — 532,000 11,000 = 
87,839 118,000 110,000 es 8,000 111,000 1,000 _— 
37,617 29,000 35,000 6,000 _ 20,000 — 15,000). 
64,431 53,000 50,000 _— 3,000 53,000 3,000 —_ 
200,417 203,000 201,000 _— 2,000 204,000 3,000 — 
404,743 383,000 356,000 — 27,000 368,000 12,000 = 
1,698,730 2,500,000 2,059,000 — 441,000 2,160,000 101,000 — 
115,452 111,000 113,000 2,000 — 105,000 _ 8,000 
160,801 155,000 162,000 7,000 — 166,000 4,000 _ 
103,991 113,000 104,000 —_ 9,000 111,000 7,000 _ 
1,033,327 1,083,000 1,131,000 48,000 — 1,142,000 11,000 _ 
470,790 581,000 492,000 — 39,000 467,000 — 25,000) 
1,487,665 1,498,000 1,485,000 — 13,000 1,466,000 — 19,000 
355,325 375,000 367,000 _— 8,000 437,000 70,000 _ 
3,297,063 3,236,000 3,292,000 56,000 — 3,353,000 61,000 ~ 
2,419,119 2,472,000 2,485,000 13,000 —_— 2,513,000 28,000 _ 
548,703 546,000 558,000 12,000 _— 568,000 10,000 — 
978,254 1,025,000 972,000 — 53,000 1,016,000 44,000 _ 
155,200 161,000 156,000 — 5,000 159,000 3,000 — |: 
669,059 679,000 673,000 — 6,000 709,000 36,000 — i 
471,470 536,000 443,000 —_ 93,000 482,000 39,000 eet 
448,793 426,000 471,000 45,000 _ 436,000 — 35,000, 
1,826,484 1,909,000 1,900,000 —_ 9,000 1,846,000 _ 54,0001 
231,561 232,000 220,000 _— 12,000 233,000 13,000 —- | 
1,995,520 1,923,000 2,094,000 171,000 _— 1,982,000 — 112,000, 
293,368 277,000 314,000 37,000 — 264,000 —_ 50,000} 
313,420 10,000 99,000 89,000 _ 5,000 — 94,000 
6,561,827 6,536,000 6,987,000 451,000 — 6,751,000 — 286,000) 
1,063,087 1,085,000 1,173,000 88,000 — 1,077,000 — 96,000; 
4,318,247 4,895,000 4,146,000 — 749,000 4,306,000 160,000 — 
716,378 17,000 324,000 307,000 — 131,000 _— 193,000 i 
17,092,426 | 18,255,000 } 21,067,000 | 2,812,000 _ 20,293,000 — 774,000 
3,359,144 3,952,000 3,188,000 — 764,000 3,411,000 223,000 — 
| ee 
- | 63,163,303 | 65,957,000 } 67,464,000 | 1,507,000 _ _ 66,329,000 _ | 1,135,000 
2,044,391 ra 119,000 | 1,514,000 — 417,000 298,000 _ 
4,381,898 3,500,000 3,700,000 200,000 _— 3,312,000 —- - | 388,000 { 





Se 
W, WATERFIELD, 

Comptroller General. 
Q 1468. 









R. B. CHAPMAN, 
Necy. to the Govt. of India, 





42 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF THE GOVERN 
(Distinguishing Revenue and Cla 


il 


Bupeet RecuLar Bopost Renuy 
Accounts Bouncer | 1880-81, cowpay 
REVENUE. ’ | Estruates, | Estimates, | Increase. | Decne EGULan Reniye 
1878-79. | “1979-80. | 1879-80. Me) AO aT at 


Tnerease, Decreag, 


Ne pe Pf eS ep ee ee 


CIVIL. £ £ é £ £ £ £ é 
I.—Layp Revenve - | 22,323,869 | 21,778,000 | 21,679,000 — 99,000 | 21,359,000]  — | gy, 
II1.—Tursutes é : 703,660 703,000 714,000 11,000 = 698,000,  — 16 
TIL.—Foresr ‘ : 605,433 672,000 662,000 = 10,000 690,000 | 28,000} _ 
IV.—Exciss - : -| 2,619,349 | 2,742,000 | 2,765,000 | 23,000 — 2,782,000} 17,000| — 
V.—ASssESsED Taxes : 900,920 896,000 797,000 — 99,000 535,000 _ 28,000 
Vi.—Proviverat Raves -| 2,638,835 | 2,740,000 | __ 2,706,000 ei 34,000 | 2,764,000} 58,000] _ 
VII.—Cusroxs 3 -| 2,826,561 | 2,248,000 | 2,231,000 a2 17,000 | 2,175,000} — 56000 
VIIL—Sarr - 7 -| 6,941,120 | 7,000,000 | 7,335,000 | 338,000 = 7,541,000 | 206,000} - 
IX.—Orrom - -] 9,399,401 | 9,000,000 | 10,459,000 | 1,459,000 = 9,410,000} — — | 1019 
X.—Srawrs . -| 3,110,540 | 3,087,000 | 3,203,000 | 116,000 at 3,194,000} — Qi 
XI.— REGISTRATION - . 263,362 267,000 262,000 _ 5,000 265,000 3,000) 
XIL.—Mint - . : 172,335 180,000 ‘254,000 | 74,000 — 196,000;  — 5a 
XIII.—Posr Orrice - : 911,806 983,000 968,000 — 15,000 | 1,008,000) 40,000) - 
XIV.—Tevecrarn- - 426,694 380,000 486,000 | 106,000 es 486,000} — - 
XV.—Minor DeranrMents - 84,968 58,900 98,000 40,000 _ 81,000 - ne 
XVI.—Law anv Justice 647,130 649,000 663,000 | 14,000 = 680,000 | 17,000] - 
XVII.—Potice . : 211,108 233,000 221,000 _ 12,000 232,000 | 11,000] - 
XVIII.—Manrme 2 ! 250,595 206,000 206,000 ea = 226,000 | 20,000} - 
XIX.—Epvucation- é 147,425] 139,000 137,000 = 2,000 * 137,000]  — - 
XX.—Mepican—- : 44,332 39,000 54,000} 15,000; — 40,000}  — Mie 
XXI.—Srationery & Pairing 47,096 46,000 52,000 6,000 — 45,000 _ it 
XXII.—Intenest - - 628,367 634,000 709,000 75,000 — 651,000 - “en 
KXIII.—Surerannvations— - 675,258 526,000 529,000 3,000 a 386,000} — whe 
XXIV.—Miscetbaneous ; 351,552 310,000 324,000 | 14,000 oe 268,000] — si 
XXV.—Rauwars- Z 10,822 10,000 ca = 10,000 - - 7 
XXVI.—Innication & Navicn. 168,619 184,000 192,000 8,000 as 181,000; — 1 
XXVII.—Oruer Punic Wonss 571,076 477,000 480,000 3,000 a 471,000]  — at 
CVIIL.-Prove. & Locat Dericits 973 208,000 59,000 = 149,000 247,000 | 188,000] - 
XXIX.—Aazmr- ‘ : 974,773 880,000 924,000 | 44,000 i 833,000]  — os 
XXX.—Garw ny Excuance - 133,313 78,000 324,000 | 246,000 ps 237,000 |_| pee 
TOTAL — - | 58,291,292 | 57,853,000 | 59,493,000 | 2,140,000;  — | 57,818,000] — |W 
Revenue from Productive Public 
Worke. we 
I—Lanp Revenue - - 126,934. 161,000 710,000 519,000 — 703,000 = 
KXV.—Rawars ; - | 6,167,312 | 6,444,000 | 6,701,000 | 257,000 ai 7,545,000 | 844,000 | = 
XVI.—Innicy. & Navication - 622,156 604,000 679,000 | 75,000 = 680,000 1,000) ~ 
Tora. - -| 6,916,402 | 7,209,000 | 8,090,000] 881,000;  — 8,928,000 | 838,000 — 
RAND TOTAL REVENUE -| 65,207,694] 64,562,000 | 67,583,060 | 3,021,000 Ls 66,746,000 | 





'EFICIT . . . - _ 1,395,000 — _— = i 


43 


of INDIA IN INDIA AND IN ENGLAND. 
if Productive Public Works.) 









































































1960-81. 
—— SS SSS 
| Bie | Rene Bunens | aenreennetee | 
EXPENDITURE. et Estimates, { Estraates, | Increase. | DecREAsE. Hien urea, a 4 
1879-80, 1879-80. 1880-81. 
| Increase. | Decrease 
CIVIL. £ £ £ £ & £ £ £ 
j—Ivtepest on DEaT - - 4,575,069 4,758,000 4,452,000 — 306,000 4,014,000 _ 438,00 
2 INTEREST, OTHER ACCOUNTS - 378,703 386,000 382,000 _ 4,000 400,000 18,000 _ 
3.-ReeuNnns AND DRAWBACKS - 406,562 356,000 350,000 _ 6,000 318,000 —_— 32 00 
4—Lanp REVENUE - - 2,964,288 3,028,000 2,945,000 _ 83,000 2,995,000 50,000 -_ 
5—Forest - - : 454,934. 510,000 521,000 11,000 _ 532,000 11,000 = 
6.—ExcisE . - - 87,839 118,000 110,000 — 8,000 111,000 1,000 —_ 
1—ASSESSED TAXES : - 37,617 29,000 35,000 6,000 _ 20,000 _ 15,000 
8—PROVINCIAL RATES - - 64,431 53,000 50,000 _ 3,000 53,000 3,000 — 
Customs = = te 200,417 203,000 201,000 _ 2,000 204,000 3,000 _ 
I.—Sant . - : 404,743 "383,000 356,000 _ 27,000 368,000 12,000 — 
11,—Orroar . . - 1,698,730 2,500,000 2,059,000 _— 441,000 2,160,000 101,000 — 
12.—Stawrs - . - 115,452 111,000 113,000 2,000 _ 105,000 _— 8,004 
13—REGISTRATION - - 156,523 155,000 162,000 7,000 — 166,000 4,000 ae 
—Mnvr : . - 103,991 113,000 104,000 _ 9,000 111,000 7,000 _ 
\j,—Post OFFICE - : - 1,033,327 1,083,000 1,131,000 48,000 _- 1,142,000 11,000 — 
'I8—TELEGRAPH = - - 470,790 531,000 492,000 _ 39,000 467,000 _— 25,000. 
1 ADMINISTRATION - - 1,487,665 1,498,000 1,485,000 — 13,000 3,466,000 —_ 19,00 
| 8.—Mrvor DeraRTMENTS 355,325 375,000 367,000 — 8,000 437,000 70,000 —_ 
Law ann JusvickE « - 3,297,063 3,236,000 3,292,000 56,000 — 3,353,000 61,00 — 
H—Potice ‘ - - 2,419,119 2,472,000 2,485,000 13,000 — 2,513,000 28,000 — 
21,—MAnINE - - - 548,703 546,000 558,000 12,000 — 568,000 10,000 _ 
X—-Eovcation - - 978,254 1,025,000 972,000 _— 53,000 1,016,000 44,000 —_ 
3~EccuEstasticaL - - 155,200 161,000 156,000 — 5,000 159,000 3,000 —_ 
4—Mepican = : - 669,059 679,000 673,000 _ 6,000 709,000 36,000 _ 
3—StaroneRy ayp PRINTING - 471,470 536,000 443,000 — 93,000 482,000 39,000 — 
Pouca, — « - - 448,793 426,000 471,000 45,000 — 436,000 _— 35,00 
“.~Auowances & Assl@NMENTS 1,826,484 1,909,000 1,900,000 _ 9,000 1,846,000 - 54,000 
&—Ciit Funtovei ALLOWANCES 231,561 232,000 220,000 _ 12,000 233,000 13,000 — { 
%.—SUPERANNUATIONS — - - 1,995,520 1,923,000 2,094,000 171,000 _— 1,982,000 _ 112,00¢' 
SL—MIscELLANEOUS . . 293,368 277,000 314,000 37,000 _ 264,000 _— 50,00 | 
N—Pawne Rewer 313,420 10,000 99,000 | 89,000 a 5,000 3 94,000 
2—Ranways - > : 226,846 94,000 360,000 266,000 — 304,000 _ 56,000: 
3—IRNI@ATION AND NAVIGATION 630,919 64-1000 711,000 67,000 — 634,000 — 77,00 
4-Onuen Puntac Worxs 4,318,247 4,895,000 4,146,000 = 749,000 4,306,000 160,000 — 
Sober & Thouies Bestia tee 716,378 17,000 324,000 307,000 — 131,000 — 193,00 
Wihaae : 17,092,426 | 18,255,000 | 21,067,000 | 2,812,000 _ 20,293,000 _— 774,00! 
Low ay Exon ; 3,359,144 3,952,000 3,188,000 _ 764,000 3,111,000 223,000 _— 
ANGE : 
IXPENDITURE ORDINARY - | 54,988,380 | 57,479,000 | 58,788,000 | 1,309,000 | — 57,714,000 | — 
Prnilitar on Productive Public =F 
Inerel , orking Expenses and 
1 ernst on Devr - | 1,407,824 | 1,595,000 | 1,587,000 = 8,000 | 1,725,000 | 138,000 
% Ratwars - : - | 6,334,981 | 6,442,000 | 6,627,000 | 185,000 = 6,447,000 _ 
TeRiGaTIon AND NavIcation 432,118 4-41,000 462,000 21,000 _ £43,000 _ 
Total . 8,174,923 8,478,000 8,676,000 198,000 -_ 8,615,000 _ 
GRAND TOTAL - | 63,163,303 | 65,957,000 | 67,461,000 | 1,507,000 | — 66,329,000 | 
— Sues 2 | onnzont—~SOCSSCSSCaooo | 514000 | — | 447,000 | 298,000 
*—Phovuctive Pumic Wonks 4,381,898 | 3,500,000 | 3,700,000 | 200,000 _ 3,812,000 = 








W. WATE REIELD, 
Comptroller General. 


R. B. CHAPMAN, 
Secy. to the Govt of India. 
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RecuLar Estimates, 1879-80. 


; ‘REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN INDIA x 
—————— AN) 


Bupeerr Estisates, 1880-2) 











it REVENUE. 
1 Imperial. 
| denon Bavance - - z 7 2 
’ aah 
ie T.—Lanp Revenue - - - 121,236,200 
; ; Il.—Trisvres - - - - 714,000 
Fe III.—Forest - : - - | 619,700 
 IV.—Excisz - 3 = - | 644,400 
V.— ASSESSED TAXES - - - 600,300 
VI.—ProvinciaL Rates - - | 148,200 
; VIL—Customs - : F - | 2,016,500 
* VITL—Satr z % S . | 7,318,800 
- TX.—Orue - : - __ - {10,459,000 
‘ X.—Stamps - : s 2 566,800 
XI.—RecistRaTion—- : - 600 
XI1.—Mint - - . -| 254,000 
| XIL.—Post Orrice - - -[{ 965,300 
: KIV.—TELEcRarit - - - | 486,000 
XV.—Minor Derartmexts 2 - 51,300 
!XVL—Law AND JUSTICE - - 2 77,300 
. VIL.—Potice - - 100 
VIIL—Manine - 7 - - 78,300 
XTX.—Epvcatioy - : J - 1,000 
XX.—Mepicat - - - - 2,200 
XXI.—STATIONERY AND PRINTING - - 13,000 
“MIL—InteRest - - : - | 687,900 
KUL —Pensoxs - - = | 511400 
_XIV.—Miscentantous : - 67,900 
OXV.—Rarwars - - 6,348,500 
KVI.—Ippication anD Navieation - 322,500 
XVIL.—Orner Punttc Works” - : 70,400 
XVIII.—Prove. axp Locan Dericits” - 59,000 
‘KXIX.—Aawr- : - - | 924,000 
XXX.—Gatn py ExcHance - | 320,100 





45,564,700 | 9,371,000 


lotments 
ontributions - 
Vebt - 


409 
Total 
GRAND TOTAL 2 
*KOVINCTAL AND LocaL DEFicitT 


, Font WILLIAM; 
: DEPT. OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE. 
The 24th February 1880. 














































































Provincial.! Local. TotaL. | Imperial. |Provincial|. Local. Tory, ' 
1,358,500 1,003.70 9,418,200 = eer 8 ae 
pee Ne | 281,800 | 1,386,700 | 2,63 
—r—_ 
1,027,300 | 125,500 }22,389,000 |20,911,300 | 1,025,800 | 124,999 Pepin 
— — 714,000 | 698,000 = fe eg 
18,300 | 24,000 | 662,000 | 650,300} 16,800 | _ 2,909 cn 
2,119,400 1,200 | 2,765,000 | 661,500 | 2,119,400 1,100 | 2794 
196,700] 9 — 797,000 | 351,700} 183,300] — | sg 
376,200 | 2,181,600 | 2,706,000 | 169,600 | 404,600 | 2,189,800 | ar54m 
214,500 — 2,231,000 | 1,962,000 | 213,000} — J oii 
16,200 = 7,335,000 | 7,522,500 | 18500) — | rsnjm 
— — 10,459,000 | 9,410,000 _— -- 90a 
2,636,200 — 3,203,000 | 566,800 | 2,627,200} — | 31a 
261,400 — 262,000 900) 264100] — | aii’ 
a = 254,000 | 196,000 — — | isi 
2,300 400 | 968,000 | 1,005,500 2,100 400 | 1,008 
eS = 486,000 | 486,000 = — | sii 
31,000} 15,700] 98,000} 30,300] 35,700] 15,000] aii 
577,400 8,300 | 663,000 77,100 | 594,800 8,100 | 68h 
181,600 | 39,300 | 221,000 100 | 192,900] — 39,000} am 
127,700 = 206,000 | 90,800 | 135,200) — | aii 
110,800 | 25,200 | 137,000 1,500 | 110,800 | 25,2001 Wis 
49,500 2,300 | 54,000 1,900 | 35,200 9,900 | si 
39,000 = 52,000 11,200 33,800 < ih 
13,400 7,700 | 709,000} 628,900] 15,500 6,600 | fli? 
12,600 5,000 | 529,000] 368,400] 12,600 5,000 | aii 
144,100 | 112,000 | 324,000 49,900 | 131,000] 87,100) 28!" 
352,500 = 6,701,000 | 7,115,000 | 430,000} — | 25#i 
547,600 900 | 871,000 | 306,400 | 553,700 900 | Bal: 
311,400 | 98,200 | 480,000] 69,300 | 300,500 | 101,200 | #71" 
= = 59,000 | 247,000 — — | we 
= i 924,000 | 833,000; — = || BF 
3,900 _ 324,000 | 234,400 2,600, — | fad 
000 | 2,647 300 {67,585,000 154,657,300 | 9,458,600 | 2,630,100 esr" 
4,497,100 = — — 4,426,700 | — - 
52,700| 93,000 — yoo} az, 70 | 145,700) 
= 6,409 7 — ea Ts on ae 
13,020,800 | 2,748,700 | — |  — {13,923,000 | 2,745,900) ~ 
15,244,300 | 3,841,400 a — {15,254,800 | 4,082,600 | = 









160,300 















E. W. KELLNER, 
Deputy Com ptroller Generel. 


IN ENGLAND IN THE THREE DIVISIONS, 


EXPENDITURE. 
_ 
9—Invenzs?, OTHER ACCOUNTS 


4—Rerunps aND DnawBacks 
4—Lanp REVENUE ‘s 





|.—Insenzst on DEBT : 2 


5,—FoREST - : - . 
6.—EXcisE - : = 
7.—AssEssED TAXES - - 
§,—ProvinclaL Rates - - 
9,—CostoMs - - : 
10.—Sarr + : : * 
—Orrua - : - : 
12—Sraurs - . - 7 
13—REGISTRATION - - : 
H—Mint + - 7 - 
1i—Post Orrick - - - 
\6—TELEGRAPHH = « - : 
If ADMINISTRATION - : 
18—Mivor DEPARTMENTS - - 
19.—Law anp JUSTICE . - 
2—Pouice - - 3 = 
2L—Manine : - - 
22.—Epucation - - - 
%3.—EccLESIASTICAL - - - 
%4—MEDICAL - - : 
%3.~SratiovERy AND PRinTING - 
°6.—PoutticaL - - - 
2.—AWOWANCES : - 


°3—0. F. & A. ALLOWANCES 
29.—SUPERANNUATION - 

4). ~MisceLLaANEOUS 5 
31.—Famme RELIEF : 
32.—Ratnways - 
33—Irnication axp NaviGATION 
34—Orner Punutc Works - 


SP & L, Surriusks : 
B—Amry . 


3—Loss ay Excu ANGE - 





Rete, 
| Special Contributions to Imperal Treasury - 
| [ontributions . : : 
Debt . : 
ToTaL 


¢ 
_ SING BaLaNce 


GRAND TOTAL 


Provry 
MYINCIAL AND Loca SURPLUS 





W. WATERFIELD, 
Comptroller General. 
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IMPERIAL. 


Sea 


, PROVINCIAL, AND LOCAL 









































Recuar Estimates, 1879-80. Bupcet Estimates, 1880-81. 4 
Imperial. |Provincial.} Local. Tora. | Imperial. |Provincial.| Local. | wat 
£ £ £ £ |) oe £ £ 
5,352,200 | 686,800 = 6,039,000 | 5,010,100 | 728,900 = 
378,700 500 2,800 | 382,000} 396,600 600 2,800 
193,200 | 150,900 5,900 | 350,000 | 190,700 | 121,200 6,100 
872,000 | 1,586,900 | 486,100 | 2,945,000 | 862,600 | 1,628,400 | 504,000 
488,200 15,300 | 17,500 | 521,000 | 498,300} 13,200] 20,500 
21,900 87,400 700 | 110,000! 22,700} 87,400 900 
8,100 26,900 _ 35,000 5,000 15,000 = 
= 4,400 | 45,600} — 50,000 — 5,100 | 47,900 
23,000 | 178,000 = 201,000} 22,600] 181,400 ~ 
300,700 } 55,300 = 356,000 | 302,700 65,300 _ 
2,059,000 ae ae 2,059,000 | 2,160,000 = = 
51,600 | 61,400 = 113,000! 42,800 | 62,200 = 
600 | 161,400 = 162,000 800 | 165,200 — 
104,000 _ — 104,000 | 111,000 = — 
1,044,000 31,600 | 55,400 | 1,131,000 | 1,050,800 | 31,600] 59,600 
492,000 — 492,000 ' 467,000 i — 
911,700 | 563,100 | 10,200 | 1,485,000 | 981,200] 572,800 12,000 
250,400 | 83,000 | 33,600} 367,000! 312,700} 90,200] 34,100 
583,400 | 2,708,500 100 | 3,292,000 | 583,700 } 2,769,200 100 
61,400 | 2,174,700 | 248,900 | 2,485,000 | 72,800 | 2,166,600 | 273,600 
423,700 | 134,300 = 558,000 | 409,200 | 158,800 — 
11,400 | 701,300 | 259,300] 972,000; 11,800] 720,100} 284,600 
115,700 | 40,300)  — 156,000! 119,400} 39,600)  — 
166,500 | 421,500 85,000 | 673,000 | 171,800 | 435,300 | 101,900 
86,700 | 355,100 1,200 | 443,000 | 122,600 | 358,100 1,300 
470,500 400 100} 471,000 ' 435,500 400 100 
1,237,100 662,900 _— 1,900,000 | 1,198,400 652,600 _- 
219,500 500 _ 220,000 | 232,500 500 — 
1,944,500 | 148,800 700 | 2,094,000 | 1,835,700 | 146,000 300 
104,600 | 134,400 | 75,000 | 314,000 71,000] 112,800} — 80,200 
98,900 100 _ 99,000 j 5,000 ae — By, 
6,694,500 | 292,500 — 6,987,000 | 6,465,100 | 285,900 — 6,751: 
761,100 | 407,500 4,400 | 1,173,000 645,800 | 421,200 10,000 | 1,072: 
1,478,900 | 1,573,200 | 1,093,900 | 4,146,000 | 1,475,800 | 1,613,000 | 1.217,200 | 4,304: 
324,000] — = 324,000 | 131,000 — = 131, 
_ 121,067,000 - — {21,067,000 20,293,000 = — {20,204 
8,188,000 | — — | 3,188,000 | 3,411,000 | = — — | 3,41] 
F 
51,588,700 |13,448,900 | 2,426,400 [67,464,000 '50,023,200 [13,648,600 | 2,657,200 [66,32 
_ 335,000 = —_— 1 _ 335,000 = 
= 128,600 39,400 —7 = 99,700 44,100 
Bet a 18,900 - i = — 31,100 
{13,912,500 | 2504,700! — : — [14,083,300 | 2,732,400 
— | 1,331,800 | 1,336,700 2,668,500 | — 1,171,500 | 1,350,200 2,521 
~  _. It5,.244,300 | 3,841,400; — | = {15,254,800 4,082,600 | + 
os 8,300] 256500 — | — = 44,500} 


sth a gt 





R. B. CHAPMAN, ! 
Secy. to the Govt. of India. 







RECEIPTS. 


 & 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS AT 


AccouNTs, 
1878-79. 


q I—Batance - .* | 15,574,959 
” 
.§11.—IMPERIAL REVENUE - | 65,207,694 
II.—ProvinctaL AND LOCAL 
SURPLUS. 716,378 
V.—SERVICE FUNDS, CIVIL - 616,401 
V.—SERVICE FUNDS, MILITARY - 
I,— Loans TO NATIVE STATES, 
CORPORATIONS, AND IN- 
DIVIDUALS REPAID - 228,361 
II.—Savincs BANKS’ DEPOSITS 677,946 
QII.—Osuen Deposits RECEIVED 
& ADVANCES RECOVERED} 16,853,867 
3LX.—Local REMITTANCES - 167,330 
X.—INTER-PROVINCIAL AND 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL 
TRANSACTIONS - | 17,967,362 
{1.— REMITTANCE ACCOUNT WITH 
THE HOME TREASURY - 1,891,108 
II.—SEcRETARY OF sTfATE’s 
BILLS ON Inpra sotpD* | 15,464,758 
II[.—PotiticaL aND TRUST 
FUNDS - - 267,380 
TV.—Pustic pest wcurreD*| 8,070,758 
XV.—TREASURY NOTES - 262,636 
{CVI.—GUARANTEED RAILWAY 
CAPITAL RECEIVED - 3,184,677 


en we 


TOTAL - 





hi tements of the amounts to be borrowed and to be supplied to the Home Treasury b: 
i ieee eee pledge itself that the Secretary of Btate will raise by Bills t! 


au 


Bupeer REGULAR 
Estiaates, | Estimates, 
1879-80. 1879-80. 


£ e 
14,200,000 | 13,910,078 
64,562,000 | 67,583,000 
17,000 324,000 
603,000 591,000 
216,000 | 1,078,000 | 
730,000 765,000 
12,433,000 | 12,701,000 
456,000 178,000 
25,000,000 | 25,663,000 
1,196,000 | 1,486,000 
15,000,000 | 15,750,000 
384,000 74,000 
8,009,500 | 13,138,000 
218,000 195,000 
3,073,000 | 2,842,000 








INCREASE. 


£ 


3,021,000 


307,000 


862,000 
35,000 


268,000 


663,000 


290,000 


750,000 


5,128,500 


147,151,615 | 146,097,500 | 156,278,078 |10,180,578 





1880-81. 











Vy, 
HE TREASURIES 0; 


{i 
Rovear Ren, \ 
DEcREASE. a as ms anita vn 
. BIT 
STIMATES, |. eet 













£ £ gi 
289,922 | 16,000,000 | 2,089,999 
1 
= 66,746,000 | — | ani 
— 131,000} — | 193 
| 
12,000 603,000] 12,000) — | 
= = _ ~ | 
| 
— 213,000)  — sl 
= 793,000 | 98,000) - | 
= 12,606,000}  — 95,08 
278,000 86,000)  — S30 
= 26,019,000 | 356,000) — 
ee 1,183,000 |  — 308, 
es 16,900,000 | 1,150,000} - 
310,000 83,000 9,000} — 
= 2,833,000 | — — 110,305,00 
23,000 308,000 | 113,000; - 
231,000 | 1,709,000} 9 =— = | Lisi 
es 146,213,000 | — {loos 
y Bills in 1880-81 areitt 

















he exact amount slate 


the 
Abstract of the above showing how 
i er 
1 = i Tay ST Gwe. ae rie eg pS eps = se ey pet gst 
ACCOUNTS, 1878-79. REGULAR 
, p 
£ £ £ 
Sunetus or PsovinctaL AND DEFICIT OF IMPERIAL REVENUE 2,337,507 | Sumpius OF PROVINCIAL au aan 
LOCAL REVENUE - 715,405 | LOCAL REVENUE + : 
| SERVICE FUNDS, MILITARY - 349,940 ; ate" 
SERVICE FUNDS, CIVIL . 96,375 | SERVICE FUNDS, CIVIL - 
4 | Loans TO NATIVE STATES, COR- un 
l POLITICAL AND TRUST FUNDS - 6,924: | PORATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS 1,048,705 | Savings BANKS’ DEPOSITS : 
‘ goa 
, PusLic DEBT INCURRED - 4,199,268 ; SavINGS DANKS’ DEPOSITS DErositTs - : 
" i WITHDRAWN - - 12,934 s as ‘ sn 
SURY NOTES - . 122,750 : : PUBLIC DEBT INCU 
Gare : | Derosits REPAID - - 1,630,876 ; pa: 
BaLaNCE REDUCED «+ - 1,664,881 | . TREASURY NOTES : 
| SECRETARY OF STATE'S BILLS MGS cacuke 
| DISCHARGED - - 1,271,110 | GuaRANTEED RAILWAY CAUT payin 
| TAL NECEIVED : 
, | GusRANTEED RAILWAY CArT- 
: TAL WITHDRAWN - : 154,531 
2 fuse 
. —-_—_ pee 
TOTAL - 6,£05,603 TOTAL - 6,805,603 TOTAL 





Font WILLIAM ; 








(HE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN INDIA AND IN ENGLAND. 

















fas. Bopexr Rarilkires: 
Accounts BopeEt Recubay Buvcer | Rhavuae eoreatnat 
DISBURSEMENTS. 1878-79. ea eeu Increase. | DECREASE. ered 1970-80, ‘ 
Increase. | Decrease. 
2 Sp a ee eS 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
stunt exepwprtune ~ | 67,545,201 | 69,457,000 | 71,164,000 | 1,707,000] — | 69,641,000 | — | 1,528,000 
phoma enh TOE 973 | 208,000 59,000 | — 149,000 | 247,000 | 198000}  — 
s-Sumtee roves, ov, = | -520,026 | 453,000 | 421,000 | — 32,000 | 451,000 | 30,000] — 
{SERVICE FUNDS, MILITARY - 349,940 214,000 220,000 6,000 - 32,000 = 188,000 
5, LOANs ADVANCED TO NATIVE 
aS.) 1,977,066 | 416,000 | 1,251,000 | 835,000) = — 232,000 | — | 1,019,000 
fSarnés BANKS’ PEROSITS | Gonee0 | 700,000 | 648,000 | — 52,000 | 669,000 | 21,000)  — 
eee ee abe. | 18,484,243 | 12,247,000 | 12,437,000 | 190,000] — | 12,170,000 | — 267,000 
§,—LocaL REMITTANCES es 42,079 837,000 — = 837,000 a a — 
Q—JNTER-PROVINCIAL AND IN- 
nO | 19,566,018 | 24,525,000 | 25,539,078 | 1,014,078] — | 26,667,000 | 1,197,922) — 
OT Ee enon | 1,688,813 | 1,290,000 | 1,949,000 | 59,000] — | 1,252,000 | — 697,000 
I-SEORPTARY OF STATE'S PILES | 1 464,758 | 15,000,000 | 18,750,000 | 750,000 — | 16,900,000 | 1,150,000| — 
R—PoLITICAL AND TRUST FUNDS 260,456 368,000 184,000 - 234,000 151,000 17,000: os 
PUBLIC DEBT DISCHARGED - 3,871,490 3,683,000 8,007,000 | 4,324,000 _ 2,127,000 — 5,880,000 
H-Treasuny NOTES - 139,886 126,500 39,000 _ 87,500 33,000 — 6,000 
RTE, <Gssaaha'| <S0ys0e6 || “21660000 1 2! 413,000 | 3,391,000)  — 269,000 
K-Buuee -  - = | 13,910,078 | 13,500,000 | 16,000,000 | 2,500,000} — | 13,250,000] — | 9,750,000 
TOTAL - «| 147,151,615 | 146,097,500 | 156,278,078 [10,180,578]  — | 146,213,000; — 10,068,078 


beat that can now be made; but they are subject to modification as the ycar gocs on; the Government must not be understood t¢ 
trlbat tho exact amount stated will be borrowed during tho year. 


Vays and Means ave provided. 














MATES, 1879-80, i BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1880-81, 
A es 
£ | £ £ 
Dericit ~—oop IMPERIAL ( SERVICE FUNDS, CIVIL . 152,000 Dericit OF IMPERIAL 
REVENUE = < 3,581,000 | REVENUE - - - 2,895,006 
| SAVINGS BANKS’ DEPOSIT - 124,000 
Senvice FUNDS, MILITARY + 220,000. |} Dericit or ProvinciaL AND 
| Derosits - - - ' 436,000 LOCAL REVENUE - . 116,00¢ 
Loans 10 wattvE STATES,COR- : 
PORATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS 173,000 |, PupLic DEBT INCURRED - 706,000 | SERVICE FUNDS, MILITARY - 32,00 
Pouitican anp TRUST FUNDS 60,000 | TREASURY NOTES - - 275,000 | Loans Yo NATIVE STATES, COR- 
R PORATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS 19,000 
EMITTANCES - “ 161,078 |, BALANCE REDUCED - - 2,750,000 
B REMITTANCES - - 631,000 
ALANCE INCREASED - 2,089,922 | 
| POLITICAL AND TRUST FUNDS 68,000 
GUARANTEED RAILWAY CAPI- 
TAL WITHDRAWN - - 682,000 
TOTAL . - 6,285,000 TOTAL - - 4,443,000 TOTAL - - 4,443,000 








W. WATERFIELD, R. B. CHAPMAN, 
hn Comptroller General. Secty. to the i 











REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF HY 















































: = Estimate, 
| Bupesr REGULAR Bouvoar Betiuiny | 
| REVENUE. ao ag a ttre Increase. | DEcREasB. Bett her 
| CIVIL. £ Zz £ £ £ £ 2 - 
| J.—Lanp Revenve - | 22,323,869 | 21,778,000 | 21,679,000 = 99,000 | 21,359,000; _ | “aay 
| II.—Trisvres- - 703,660 703,000 714,000 11,000 = 698,000} ‘al 
| III.—Foresr . - 603,939 670,400 660,600 = 9,800 688,400 | 27,800) _ 
| TV.—Excise - -| 2,619,849 | 2,742,000 | 2,765,000 23,000 ~ 2,782,000 | 17,000; _ | 
V.—AssESseD TAXES - 900,920 896,000 797,000 _ 99,000 535,000 = ‘en 
V.—Provincian Rates -| 2,638,835} 2,740,000 | 2,706,000 _ 34,000 | 2,764,000 | 58,000 _ 
VIl._Custous ss - -| 2,826,561 | 2,248,000 | 2,231,000 — 17,000 | 2,175,000 = Sn: 
VIII.—Satt - - -{ 6,941,120 | 7,000,000 | 7,335,000 | 335,000 — 7,541,000 | 206,000) _ 
IX.—Oriux" - -}| 9,399,401 }| 9,000,000 | 10,459,000 | 1,459,000 a 9,410,000 — J 1,900 
X.—Sraurs é - | 3,110,540 | 3,087,000 | 3,203,000 | 116,000 = 3,194,000 = Qin 
XI.—ReEcistnation - 263,362 267,000 262,000 — 5,000 265,000 3,000} _ 
XIT.—Mrnt - - - 172,283 180,000 254,000 74,000 _ 196,000 a sau. 
XIII.—Posrt Orrice - - $11,806 983,000 968,000 — 15,000 | 1,008,000 | 40,000! _ 
XIV.—Tevecnarn- - 403,627 357,000 460,300 | 103,300 = 463,100 2800! 
XV.—Minor DEPARTMENTS - 60,142 32,400 59,500 27,100 =e 61,700 2,200; - 
| XVL—Law axp Jusnce —- 647,130 649,000 663,000 14,000 — 680,000} 17,000; - 
! XVII.—Pouce - - 211,108 233,000 221,000 — 12,000 232,000} 11,000; - 
XVIII.—Manrive - - 250,595 206,000 203,000 — 3,000 226,000 | 23,000} - 
XIX.—Epvucation - - 147,425 139,000 137,000 — 2,000 187,000 — - 
XX.—Mepican—- - 42,419 37,500 52,000 14,500 = 38,200 - 1s 
XX1L—Sratiovery & Prixtine 47,096 46,000 52,000 6,000 — 45,000 _ ie 
\XXII.—Interrst —- - 612,934 624,000 701,500 77,500 — 641,000 — Baye" 
XXIII.—Socrerinnvation Con- : 
TRIBUTIONS - - 571,871 430,500 430,500 _ _ 291,700 — ieee 
, XXIV.—MiscELLaxxous - 337,691 306,100 315,000 8,900 — 262,000}  — Baie 
’ XX¥V.—Ramwars - - 10,822 10,000 — — 10,000 _ - 7 
ee AnD Bare 168,619 184,000 192,000 8,000 = 181,000 = 1 
XXVII.—Otnen Pusiic Works Dob, 295 461,000 £6-4,600 3,600 — 456,700 - as 
ce 973} 208,000 59,000} — 149,000 | 247,000 | 188,000} - 
XXIX.—Anwy - =| 926,962} 844500] 858,300] 13,800) — #00,200; — | ar 
XXX.—Garx ny Excuaxce - 133,313 78,000 324,000 | 246,000} = — __ 257,000 eae eed 
TOTAL - - | 58,042,667 | 57.140,400 “59,226,300 2,085,900 | — - 37,615,000 pene 
haute from Productive Public ‘ : 
Works. au 
I.--Laxp REVENVE - 126,93-4 161,000 710,000 549,000 cae 703,000 = 
XXV.—Raways- 6,167,312 | 644,000 | 6,701,000 | 257,000 = 7,545,000 | $41,000 
XXVI.—lnnion. & Navigation 621,604 | 603,500 678,000 74,500 — < te 97200: ee ee 
' Torau - - 6,915,850 : 7,208,500 | 8,089,000 880,500 — is BOE) __ 438,900; 
GRAND TOTAL - | 64,958,517 ! 61,348,900 | 67,315,300 | 2,966,100 —_ 66,hd2,200 eo a 

















Fount Witura™ ; 


Der. OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE, 


Tha Ath February 1220. 





E. W. KELLNER, 





Deputy Comptroller General. di 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN INDIA. 
















































































180-81. 
cm swan RuietiGh Ike novos | Ce ee 
Accounts, Dr. Esti Matas. 1879-80. 
BKPERDITURE, | “Ygreno’ | Rear, | Regncars, | Inemase.| prin, | HERA, 
2ase.| Decrease. 
OIVIL. £ £ £ £ £ £ z £ 
]—InrenesT ON Dest - - 1,981,957 2,089,500 1,862,600 _— 226,900 1,644,100 —_ 218,50 
9-—[nrenest, OTHER ACCOUNTS - 377,827 385,000 380,600 -_ 4,400 398,400 17,800 — 
3—RgrUNDS AND DRAWBACKS - 406,562 356,000 350,000 _— 6,000 318,000 — 32,000 
j-Layp REveNUE - | 2,962,494 | 3,025,300} 2,944,100 = 81,200 | 2,994,400 | 50,300 = 
;—Foursts 7 451,106 505,900 516,200} 10,300} — 527,600 | 11,400 = 
§—-Excise - - 87,839 118,000 110,000 — 8,000 111,000 1,000 _ 
7—AssesseD TAXES =~ ; 37,617 29,000 35,L00 6,000 _ 20,000 _ 15,000 
$—ProvincraL RATES 64,431 53,000 50,000 _ 3,000 53,000 3,000 —_ 
9—Custoxs 7 - 200,417 203,000 201,000 _- 2,000 204,000 3,000 _ 
M—Sart : 404,743 383,000 356,000 — 27,000 368,000 12,000 _ 
{L—Orrwt : ‘1,697,792 2,499,100 2,058,700 _ 440,400 2,159,500 100,800 ~~ 
12—Sramrs - : 73,807 74,900 76,900 2,000 —_ 77,500 600 —~ 
13—RecIstRaTIONn 156,523 155,000 162,000 7,000 ~_ 166,000 4,000 —~ 
1.—Mint - 94,607 87,300 83,300 _ 4,000 91,500 8,200 oe 
1.—Post Orrice - 941,971 983,300 1,005,600 22,300 _ 1,043,800 38,200 — 
IW—TELEGRAPIE - 388,313 392,200 385,200 — 7,000 380,900 _— 4,300 
\i, ADMINISTRATION . 1,269,500 1,279,600 1,271,900 — 7,700 1,245,500 — 26,400 
%—Miyor DEPARTMENTS 828,265 346,600 336,100 -- 10,500 415,100 79,000 = 
)—Law ann Justice « . 3,295,968 3,234,500 | 3,290,100 55,600 — 3,350,900 60,800 = 
3—Pouice : . . 2,419,119 2,472,000 2,485,000 13,000 — 2,513,000 28,000 — 
2.—MANINE : - . 404,700 396,900 385,800 _ 11,100 419,000 33,200 — 
2-Epvcation . 2 977,100 | 1,024,500 971,600 = 52,900 | 1,015,800 | 44,200 = 
23-EccteslasticaL - . 153,562 159,900 154,700 _ 5,200 158,600 3,900 —_ 
4—Mepican . . - 661,851 679,000 665,000 _— 14,000 701,400 36,400 _ 
3—Stationeny anD Printing - 283,446 345,900 328,700 -~ 17,200 415,700 87,000 ae 
%~Poutican =. - - 435,858 375,700 428,200 52,500 — 393,000 _ 35,200 
“ALLOWANCES AND ASSIGNTS < 1,792,419 1,887,900 1,878,900 — 9,9% 1,824,900 _ 54,000 
%—Civin Funto. ALLOWANCES - 4,482 2,000 4,000 2,000 rs 3,000 — 1,000 
i2u-SureraNNUATIONS — - - 683,269 634,000 764,200 130,200 _ 646,300 — 117,9¢0 
*.—MiscentaNEous . - 266,220 245,000 294,000 49,000 _ 243,300 — 50,760 
J.—Fawtye Renter - - 312,823 10,000 99,000 89,000 - 5,000 — 94,000 
2~Ranwars - : - 226,846 94,000 360,000 | 266,000] — 304,000 x 56,000 
“S—Tantcarion axp NaviGaTion 629,308 | 643,800 710,800 | + 67,000 | | — 633,800 | = — 77,000 
‘—Otun Puntic Works -| 4,220,707| 4,752,200] 4,006,400 —  |745,800 | 4,216,500 | 210,100 is 
3—~Pnovinctan & Locan Sunrius 716,378 17,000 324,000 | 307,000| — 131,000 = 193,000 
%—Anuy - - | 13,109,553 | 14,135,300 | 16,448,600 | 2,313,300 _ 15,171,900 _ 1,276,70€ 
%—Loss ny EXcuance - as 3,359,144 3,952,000 3,188,000 _ 764,000 3,411,000 | 223,000 _ 
TOTAL - - | 45,878,524 } 48,027,300 | 48,972,200 944,900 _— 47,776,400 _— 1,195,80¢ 
pation Protea [ 
‘ Works (Working Eapenses 
itiiaust an bees 5 5 = 25,000 } 138,000} 9 — 
N Dent - - 1,407,824 1,595,000 1,587,000 8,000 1,725,000 38,00 
R—Ranways : - 1,645,705 1,697,500 1,890,200 192,700 _— 1,855,000 _ 35,20( 
%—Tanearion ayn Navication 382,007 391,000 412,000} 21,000] — 393,000 | — 19,00¢ 
Tora, = |__ 3,495,536 | 3,683,500 | 3,889,200} 205,700] — | 3,973,000] 83,800 = 
GRAND TOTAL . | 49,314,060 | 51,710,800 | 52,861,400 | 1,150,600 | — | 51,749,400 | = — 1,112,00¢ 
8—~Provuctive Punic Works 3,689,029 | 2,720,700 | 3,066,700 | 346,000 _ 1,906,000 _— 1,160,70¢ 
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF tHE in 






Estimate 












































Bovcsr | Recvuran Bui "COMA LATE 
r iS ITO Rear 
REVENUE. tne >| Esrimates, | Estistares, | INCREASE. | DECREASE. etrariees maaan an 
- | 1879-80. | 1879-80. 1880-81. 
| Tucrenge, | Decry 
a 
IlI.—Forest - é 1,494 1,600 1,400 = 200 1,600 i 
XIl—Mur ss - 52 _ a _ a, _ x. . 
XIV.— TELEGRAPH : 23,067 23,000 25,700 2,700 = 92,900 a »i 
XV.—Minor = DeEranr- 24,826 25,600 38,500 12,900 = 19,300 - iyi 
MENTS 
XVIT.—Manme - - — _ 3,000 3,000 aes = ia sin 
XX.—MEpicat - - 1,913 1,500 2,000 500 = 1,800 i 
XXII.—Inrenest . 15,483 10,000 7,500 — 2,500 10,000 2,500] - 
XXIII.—SurenannvaTion 
ConTRIBUTIONS - 103,387 95,500 98,500 3,000 = 94,300 _ , 
XXIV.—MisceLLanzous - 13,861 3,900 9,000 5,100 — 6,000 _ i 
XXVIL—Orner Pontic 1H 
Wouks - : 16,781 16,000 15,400 _ 600 14,300 = M 
XXIX.—Anmy - : 47,811 35,500 65,700 30,200 = 32,800 2 a 
eA — | | a amen 
TOTAL - 248,625 | 212,600 266,700 54,100 _— 203,000 = ms 
Revenue from Productive 
Public Worka. 
XXVI.—Luue ation . 
552 500 1,000 500 — 800 - 
TOTAL : 249,177 213,100 267,700 54,600 _— 208,800 oo 











_ KELLNER. a ; 
- Wepily Comptroller (rem 


: Fort WILLIAM ; 
DEPT. OF FINANCE AND comatence, } 
The 24th Fobruary 1880. 


mEASURY OF THE 
1880-81. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
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W. WATERFI ELD, 











Comptroller General, 


Bu past Estimates, 1880-81 






















R. B. CHAPMAN, a 






| pxpeNprTune. Aer: Bernat, Berns, Inenzase, | DE: Bente, ase ee 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1—Intenest oN Dent - - 2,593,112 2,668,500 2,589,400 _ 79,100 2,369,900 _ 219,500 
9.—INTEREST, OTHER Accounts - 876 1,000 1,400 400 -- 1,600 200 — 
4—Lanp REVENCE 1,794 2,700 900 — 1,800 600 = 301 
5—Fortst - - 3,828 4,100 4,800 700} — 4,400 — Aol 
1, —Orruat : - - 928 900 300 a 600 500 200 — 
12,—Srastes 41,646 36,100 36,100 = = 27,500 = 8,606 
H.—Minr : . : 9,384 25,700 20,700 — 5,000 19,500 as 1,20¢ 
15—Post Orrice - : - 91,356 99,700 125,400 | 25,700}  — 98,200 = 27.204 
I—TRLEGRAPIE - - - 82,477 138,800 106,800 = 32,000 36,100 = 20,704 
jI.-ADMINISTRATION — = - 218,164 218,400 213,100 _ 5,300 220,500 7,400 =4 f 
18—Minon DEPARTMENTS - 27,061 28,400 30,900 2,500 — 21,900 — 9,00. 
.—Law anp JusticB- - 1,095 1,500 1,900 400 — 2,100 200 — 
CL-MaRine + - - 144,003 149,100 172,200 { 23,100}; — 149,000 = 23,20; 
%—Epvcation - - - 1,154 500 400 _— 100 200 — 20; 
23.~EconEstASTicaL : - 1,638 1,100 1,300 200); — 400 a 0 
Y—Mepica, — - é 7,208 — 8,000 8,000 | — 7,600 = 40, 
3.—Stationeny AND PRINTING - 188,024. 190,100 114,300 = 75,800 66,300 — 48,04) 
%—Pouitica, - - 12,935 50,300 42,800 = 7,500 43,000 200 = 
27-—AULOWANCES ND ASSIGN- ! 
MENTS - - 34,065 21,100 21,100 — — 21,100 = Set 
°8.—Civn Furtovent ALLOWANCES 227,079 230,000 216,000 — 14,000 230,000 14,000 Sa) 5. 
%—Sorenannuatioxs -  - | 1,812,251 | 1,289,000} 1,329,800 | 40,800 — | 1,335,700] — 5,900 ae 
N—MiscennaNEous — - - 27,148 32,000 20,000 — 12,000 20,700 700 = 
“L—Fativy Revrer : . 597 == _ a ae = _ = i 
—Innieation « - - 1,611 200 200 — — 200 = 
4.—Ornern Wonks . = 97,540 142,800 139,600 cae 3,200 89,500 = 
16—Araty - - -| 3,982,872] 4,119,700} 4,618,400} 498,700} — 5,121,100 | 502,700 
TOTAL - - 9,109,856 9,451,700 | 9,815,800 | 364,100} — 9,937,600 | 121,800 
Lopenditura on Productive 
Public Works. 
R—Ratways*- . -| 4,689,276 | 4,744,500 | 4,736,800 _ 7,700 | 4,592,000 — 
.—~TNIGATION « - A 50,111 50,000 50,000 — — 50,000 — 
TOTAL - -| 4,739,387] 4,794,500 | 4,786,800] — | 7,700] 4,642,000} — 
TOTAL .« - | 18,849,243 | 14,246,200 | 14,602,600 | 356,400} — 14,579,600 _ 
*8.—~Phopuonve Puntic Wonks - 692,869 779,300 633,300 — {146,000 | 1,406,000 | 772,700 
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; VL, 
y y 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS A') THE TREASUR I 
ry 
Bupeer Recutar | B PongeT Bethan ie 
RECEIPTS. a Estimates, | Estimates, ; INCREASE. | De- feria ONESTAT 
> } 1879-80. | 1879-80. | CREASE. | 1880-81." 
. Tnerease. | Decteay. 





$$$ Er 


i z£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
I.—Batance . = 14,498,302 | 12,988,800 | 12,792,153 _ 196,647 | 14,193,075 1,400,922 a 
IT.—Iurenrat REVENVE - | 64,958,517 | 64,348,900 | 67,315,300 2,966,400 _— 66,542,200 pe MAI 
: i 
' IIL—Provincran ann Locan 
Sunpius - - 716,378 17,000 324,000 | 307,000 — 131,000 _ 193.040" 
i 
' IV.—Senvicr Funps, Givin - 616,401 603,000 591,000 — 12,000 603,000 12,000 = 
{| V.—Servics Funps, Mrnitary _— _ on = ms a = 7 
« VI.—Loans to Native States, 
! Corrorations and In- 
| DIVIDUALS REPAID - 228,361 216,000 1,078,000 862,000 = 213,000 - 85,08 
| VII.—Savixes Banxs’ Deposits 677,946 730,000 765,000 35,000 os 793,000 28,000 - 
W11T,—Orner DErosits NECEIVED 
AND ADVANCES RE- : 
f COVERED - - | 16,825,797 | 12,429,000 | 12,670,900 | 241,900 os 12,602,500 —_ (Ry 
IX,—Locat Reurrrances - 167,330 456,000 178,000 _— 278,000 86,000 -. er 
X.—INTEN-PROVINCIAL AND 
INTER + DEPARTMENTAL 
‘TRANSACTIONS - - | 17,967,362 | 25,000,000 | 25,663,000 | 663,000; — 26,019,000 | 356,000) ~ 
XJ.—ReEwMitTrance Account WITH . 
Tue Hows Treasury -| 1,389,859 | 1,089,000} 1,335,600 | 246,600} — 1,054,000 = 2a 
XIII.—Pontican anpd Trust 
‘ Funps - . - 267,380 384,000 74,000 _ 310,000 83,000 9,000 7 
“XIV.—Punuic Dept ixcunnen* - | 4,344,174 | 5,000,000 | 9,264,500 | 4,264,500} — 819,700 | — BAS: 
! XV.—Taeasury Notes - -| 262,636 | 218,000} 195,000} 1 — | 23,000} 308,000 | 113,000] ~ 
| 
XVI.—GUANANTEED Raruway says 
Caritat weceiven = - |_— 2,310,878 | 2,149,700 | 2,022,600 — | 127,100] 1,459,000] — . 
Win oe See: Ea Sas 
gate 


TOTAL : ° | 125,231,321 | 125,629,400 | 134,269,053 | 8,639,653 — 124,906,475 == 














: ills in 1990-81 at? 
i * The Estimates in this Statement of the amounts to be borrowed and to be supplied to the Ilome Treasury by Ft ort 
that the Secretary of State will raise by Bills the exact amount stated; or that the ¢ 


4 Abstract of the above showing hore t 





LAR ES 
ACCOUNTS, 1878-79. REGU 


Mo a i a as Fe eee 


i ! £ 
a 7 &£ &£ Ps ue" 
_Sunpius or IuperraL Revenve 11,955,428 | Senvice Funps, Miuirary . 349,940 |} Surrius oy Lurrrias, RevEenv sac 
. 4 Saez < b- 0) 
VScne.es OF PROVINCIAL AND Loans to Native States, Conr- ey Do. or Provincial axD Loca le 
Local REVENUE : : 715,405 PORATIONS, AND INDIVIDUALS 1,048,705 || genyiey Funps, CiviL - a 
“Service Fuyps, Civin - : 96,375 | Savinas Banxs’ Derosits wittt- sae Savincs Banks’ DErosirs a 
-'PourticaL AND Trust Funps - 6,924 | PRAWN : . - ral i aecepeae : ae 
'p DIIxCULie 3.847.194 | Secmerany or Srate’s Bris Fa" 
a vatic DEBT INCURRED - 847, PAI ss f - 15,464,758 || Rewirrancrs — - wpa 
gf Treasuny Notes - : 122,750 Derosits REPAID : - 1,649,656 || Puntic Dent rycurnen - oe 
: (GuanaNTRED Raitway Carita sola Remirrances - é . 695,236 || Tarasuny Notes ‘ 
Berane 2 ; : GuANaANTEED RatLwaY Carita ers" 
* BALANCE REDUCED + - 1,706,149 RECEIVED : 
—_— 
a, rane 
; TOTAL 19,221,229 TOTAL - 19,221,229 TOTAL - 








Fort W1iLt1AM: , 
PT. OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE, x E. W. KELLNE® troller Generet 
The 24th Februaru 1880. { Deputy Pp 
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of THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IN INDIA. 


ee Se ee aS 





INCREASE. 


£ 
1,496,600 


6,000 


835,000 


189,500 


1,014,078 


652,000 


750,000 


3,723,800 


1,624,575 


Bupcer RecuLan 
Accounts, 
RSEMENTS. 7g’ | HSTiMaTEs, | Estimates, 
DISBU 1878-79. | “1879-80.' | 1879-80. 
£ £ £ 

|. —[urentaL EXPENDITURE - | 53,003,089 | 54,431,500 | 55,928,100 
9—PyovinciaL aND Loca Dr- 

FicitS - - - 973 208,000 59,000 

4—Senvics Fuxps, CIVIL = 520,026 453,000 421,000 

4—Service Funps, Mrurtary ° 349,940 214,000 220,000 
,-LOANs ADVANCED TO NaTIvE 
Srares, ConronaTIONS AND 

INDIVIDUALS . . 1,277,066 416,000 1,251,000 
g-Savincs Banks’ Deposits 

WITHDRAWN - - 690,880 700,000 648,000 
7-Omen Deposits REPAID AND 

ADVANCES MADE - - | 18,475,453 | 12,243,000 | 12,432,000 

§—Locat RemitTANCES - . 42,079 837,000 a 

9—INTER-PROVINCIAL AND INTER- 
DEPARTMENTAL TRans- 

ACTIONS + : - {| 19,566,018 | 24,525,000 | 25,539,078 
10—RevirrTANCE ACCOUNT WITIT 

tne Home SECRETARY - 611,690 256,500 908,500 
ll—Srcnerany or State's BILLs 

on Inpra parp* + - | 15,464,758 | 15,000,000 | 15,750,000 

R.—PouticaL AND Trust Funps 260,456 368,000 134,000 

\3—Pusuic DEBT DISCHARGED = - 496,990 1,673,500 5,397,300 

H~Taeasuny Notes = « : 139,886 126,500 39,000 
,~Guananteep Ratuway Cari- 

TAL WITHDRAWN - - 1,539,864 1,608,900 1,348,500 

W—Batance - - | 12,792,153 | 12,568,500 | 14,193,075 

TOTAL - | 125,231,821 | 125,629,400 | 134,269,053 | 8,639,653 


Bopeet Estimates, 1830-81, 


D Bupeer COMPARED WITH REGULAL 
E- Estates Esti Marsa, 1979-80, 
CREASE, | “1880-81.” 
; Increase. | Decreasc. 
£ £ £ £ 
— 53,655,400 —- 2,272,700 
149,000 247,000 188,000 - 
32,000 451,000 30,000 _ 
— 32,000 _ 188,000 
_ 232,000 meet 1,019,000 . 
52,000 669,000 21,000 —_ 
— 12,166,500 _ 266,000 | 
837,000 - _ - 
_ 26,667,000 | 1,127,922 wae 
- 109,200 —_ 799,300 
_ 16,900,000 | 1,150,000 _ 
234,000 151,000 17,000 —_ 
_— 836,700 —_ 4,560,600: 
87,500 33,000] — 6,000, 
260,400 | 1,312,500} = -- 36,000; 
— 11,444,175 _ 2,748,900 
— 124,906,475 _— 9,362,578 


S000 SSS ss 
e that can now be made; but they are subject to modification as the year goes on; the Government must not be understood to pledge itsei 
nil te borrowed during the year; or that it will be borrowed in India or in England as the case may be. ! 


Ways and Means are provided. 


mow, «SSSR ROTA 
BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1880-81. 


YATES, eee ee eet ih, oon tee ee ee 8 ee 


Service Funos, Minitary 


odo, 000 
Lows 10 Native States, Con- 

PORATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS « 173,000 
Pouncan ayo Trust F Funps - 60,000 
Seerany OF State's s Bits 

+ 15,750,000 
BiuaNee WereaseD  « 1,400,922 
TOTAT . 17, es ae we ee oe as 922 


oc. CS: WATERFIELD, 
Comptrotler General, 


Sunrius or ImperiaL REVENUE 
Senvice Funps, Civit - . 


Savines Banks’ Deposits : 


De?osits - - e 
REMITIANCES - . : 
Treasuny Notes . . 


GuanantTEeD RatLway CaPITAL 


RECEIVED - 2 
BALANCE REDUCED . . 
TOTAL . 


1 


152,000 
124,000 
436,000 
382,800 
275,000 


146,500 
2,748,900 





12, 886, 800 | DEriciT or PRoviNcIAL anD LocaL S 
EXPENDITURE - . . 116 00 
Senvice Founps, Minitary - 32, 00' 
Loans to Nativs States, Corrora- 
TIONS AND INDIVIDUALS - . 19, 00: 
Pouiticat anp Trust Funps . 68, 00, 
DEDT DISCUARGED - - : 17, 00! 
SECRETARY OF STATE’s Bits rarp —_-:16, 900,00: 
TOVAL - 17,152,00 


17,152,000 


R. B. CHAPMAN, 
Secy. to the Govt, of Indiggdi 
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VII, 
HOME 


| 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS at THE 














Bupeer Recunan ; Uport Esti saris, tay. 
1 2 Accounts Dr. Buperr | comrangn wira , 
RECEIPTS. 7 | E 3 E : THR Rear. 
| nee-ra. | Regoogee | Demme, | Toman. | toi, | Bean, | ela 
| 
I.—Banance - : - 1,076,657 1,211,200 1,117,925 —_ 93,275 1,806,925 | 689,000 = 
II.—Puuiic REVENUE - - 249,177 213,100 267,700 54,600 = 203,800 a 63.94) 
' 
7TJ.—DEposits RECEIVED AND 
ADVANCES RECOVERED - 28,070 4,000 30,100 26,100 — 3,500 = 6 800 
XI.—Secretary or Srate’s 
Bitts on INDIA AND 
Brits Bouvet m Inpia -| 15,464,758 | 15,000,000 | 15,750,000 750,000 - 16,900,000 | 1,150,000 - 
Il.—Ornen MIscELLANEOUS 
REMITTANCES FROM INDIA 501,249 107,000 150,400 43,400 = 129,000 =~ 21,40" 
‘TV.—Puntic Dent incurneD* - 3,726,584 3,009,500 3,873,500 | 864,000 — 2,013,300 -_ 1,800," 
-V.—GuaRANTEED RatLway ae 
CAPItaL RECEIVED - 873,799 923,300 819,400 = 103,900 250,000 -- OOM 
TOTAL -| 21,920,294] 20,468,100 | 22,009,025 | 1,540,925] — | 21,306595| — ae 


: 
& ij _ . ions are 

* The Estimates in this Statement of the amount tov be supplied to the Home Treasury by Bills in 1880-81 and of the Debt transactions a" © 
eqn ees ie the Secretary of State will raise by Bills the exact amount stated, ors 


Abstract of the above showing. how tt 


a 

















FSi 
ACCOUNTS, 1878-79. | REGULAR EY 
£ #& £ 
1 
ET DEPosits RECFIVED AND Ap- Dericit oF REVENURF - - 14,292,935 || Ner Deposits RECEIVED AND At 05,08 
VANCES RECOVERED « - 18,780 VANCES RECOVERED . 
Net Miscentanecous Remit- , _ 15308 
3CRETARY OF State's Bitts)- 15,464,758 ANCES . . : 575,874 || Secrerany or Srate’s BIvis 
. 15h" 
et Pustic DEBT INCURRED 352,084 | Ner Guaranteep Ratiway Net Puniie Dent eunrep ? 
CaPITAL WITHDRAWN s 925,545 
BALANCE INCREASED < . 41,268 
a 
: z, 7 . 17,08 
TOTAL .- 15,835,622 TOTAL «15,835,622 TOTAL 








Forr Wirt. 1 — | 


qu 
cr 


A 


ASURY OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
TD ge [Bazemnmericarne ies. 

















Accounts, | ,PUDGEt | REGULAR | | D Peel La beige ra 
EMENTS. “yg | Mstimates, | Estiwates,| Increase. | Decnease. | Estates, MATER, 1879-80, 
DISBURS 1878-79. | "1879-80. | 1879-80. 188081. a a 
Increase. | Decrease. 
_ 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ | # 
j—Puptic EXPENDITURE - [14,542,112 15,025,500 |15,235,900 | 210,400 = 15,985,600} 749,700 = 
—Dgrosits REPALD AND ADVANCES 
f ae - - - 9,290 4,000 4,500 500} 3,500} — 1,000 
MISCELLANEOUS REMITTANCES TO , 
: INDIA - - - | 1,077,123 | 1,033,500 | 1,040,500 7,000 = 1,142,800| 102,300 — 
1,-PosLic DEBT DISCHARGED . | 3,374,500 | 2,009,500 | 2,609,700 | 600,200 = 1,290,300 a 1,319,400 
Wi-GUARANTEED RAILWAY CAPITAL 
WITHDRAWN : - | 1,799,344} 1,464,100 | 1,311,500 = 152,600 | 1,078,500 = 233,000 
BALANCE : - | 1,117,925 | 931,500 | 1,806,925 | 875,425 = 1,805,825 = 1,100 
TOTAL 21,920,291 |20,468,100 |22,009,025 | 1,540,925 - 21,306,525 — 702,500 





tn can now be made ; but they are subject to modification as the year gocs on; the Government must not be understood to pledge itself that 
etl (ransactiona will be carried out as estimated. 


ays and Means are provided. 


























TES, 1879-80, BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1880-81. 
#£ | £ £ 

ICT OP REVENUE - 14,968,200 Secnetary or State's Biius 16,900,000 Dericit oF REVENUE - 15,781,800 
7 Miccrutawnous Remit- Net Dent Incurred - 723,000 | Ner MiscELLangous Remit- 

‘NCES To INDIA : 890,100 TANCES TO INDIA - 1,013,800 
rg BALANCE REDUCED - 1,100 

an VARANTEED Rainway Ner GuananTEeD Raiway 

ATITAL WITHDRAWN « 492,100 , CaPITAL WITHDRAWN - 828,500 
\ANCES INCREASED - 689,000 

TOTAL - 17,039,100 TOTAL - 17,624,100 TOLAL - 17,624,100 

¥. WATERFIELD, R. B. CHAPMAN, 


Comptroller General. Secy. to the Govt. of India, a 
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APPENDIX, 


COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL StTartstics. 


TaBLe II.—Sea-borne Trade for the Year (Princi : 
ipal Articles arranged in ordep . 
declared value.) Peo OEE Of tite 






















































No. EXLCRTS 7 : 
1} Orrusr— | 
Quantity - - - a - - Chests 7. 35 
Value : - : ge Wiesner ay 140.496 | 19 os'ras | rate | dt 
verage declared value per chest, in Rupecs - : : 11963 ge ey 374,356 | 12 any 
ip) Goan P' > Pp Rs, 1,262 1,261 1,281 1,333 y tw 
Raw— . 
Quantity - : - £ 5 
5 - 4 5,600,086 | 5,009,788 | 4,557,914 
Value . ‘ - Cwt. | 15,257,342 | 13'278,964 | 117746164 | seas, | 
ererege declared vale, per r Annas - -_ = As. 311] As. 3 9| As. 3 3 As a ae 
—s tks : ees oe ‘ 8. As, 3 
Welt Gal Vek Pence, at average exchange 5°40 5°13 4°71 4°98 * a 
vane - - 2 - - : ue ae 6,228,511 | 7,926,713 | 15,600,291 | a1 a5 
. : a . e, . 147 562 7 ’ 992,46 
Avernge declared value per Ib. - - - < - Annas. | As ie 4 aa eae A ne 882,059 | ashi 
Other manufactures—Value - - - - - £ 364 812 396 472 ais i ie ar pon 
Average declared value per { Grey or unbleached - - Annas, — As. 2 6| As 36 or 2 
yard— Coloured, printed, or dyed s° 5 as As. 4 9] As. 5 3 ve 4 4 ae 
Percentage of manufactures on whole value exported - - 3 3°25 4°76 : 6°47 zi 5 Me 
3 | Rice anp Pappy— ‘ oc ae me 
ut - - - - . 
yee y : ‘ ; - : ae aie aad a ioe Teac 18,428,386 
nee declared value of Rupees - - - = 2 0 10 "3 2 3 Sea rere 
r aoe tunes rice per cwt.— Shillings, at average exchange _ = 511 4°70 502 6°55 
Raw and manufactured—Value - - - - £ 3,485,522 3,35 
3 3,294,521 356 : 
Average declared value of [ Rupees - - - Vi 514 7 5 6 2 Sie ea 
raw jute per cwt.— Shillings, at average exchange - — 10°94 9°72 9:94 11:18 
Percentage of manufactures on whole value exported - -_ = 6°85 14°85 21°43 17°97 
5 | Seeps— : 
one - - = ~ = 3 - Cwt. 6,074,756 | 10,506,822 9,582,865 | 12,187,020 | 7,200; 
oe - = & - £ 3,235,950 | 5,461,982 | 5,319,124 | 7,360,264 | 4p 
Average declared valued of Aigess - - - -_ = 5 0 0 5 4 6 5 511 § 1310], 6 3° 
a ite linseed per ewt.— Shillings, at average exchange -_— 9°27 9°52 9°17 10°16) Id 
Quantity 3 - - - = - - Lbs. | 21,137,087 | 24,361,599 | 27,784,124 | 33,459,075 3483 
Value : - - - = a - & 1,937,429 | 2,166,417 | 2,607,425 | 9,044,571 | 3,13%# 
Average deciared value per { Annas - - - -_ = As.14 8} As. }4 3} As. 15 0] As. 14 6] Asis 
lb.— Shillings, at average exchange - — 1-70 1°60 1°60 1:57 i 
7 | llipes anp Sxins— 
Quantity 2 - : - - - No. | 18,162,851 | 19,433,332 | 19,792,877 | 22,916,317 } 21284 
Value - - - £ 2,677,767 | 2,943,575 | 2,998,684 | 9,756,888} 304 


Percentage of aisaned or can bfastined: to #bale value - - 18°87 40°44 49°77 48°29 ay 


8 | InDIco— 











Quantity - - - - - is - Cwts. 81,466 110,392 100,384 120,605 
Value - - - - - - - & 2,576,302 2,875,062 2,962,785 3,494,594 
Average declared value per [ Rupees - - -_ = 316 310] 260 7 O| 295 2 4] 28911 9 
cwt.— Sterling, at average bachange - & 29:27 23°48 25°19 25°09 
9 | CoFFEE— 4 
Quantity - - - - - - - Cwts. 311,831 371,986 302,489 297,327 | 3 
Value - - - - - 2 1,305,335 | 1,627,027 | 1,945,822 | 1,338,490 | 184 
Average declared value per [ Rupecs - - - -_ = 4113 9] 431110] 44 710] 45 0 3] 82° 
cwt— Shillings, at average exchange - — 77°51 78°88 75°97 77°98 a 
10 | Woot-- a 
Raw and manufactured—Value - - - - £ 1,159,086 1,295,199 | 1,293,490 | 1,151,518 14M 
Average declared value of f Annas - - - -_ = As. 7 2] As. 7 4/ As. 7 2] Ax 6 6] As s 
raw wool per Ib.— Pence, at avernge exchange -_ 9°99 9°95 9-22 add ' 
Moy Sink— : 
Raw and manufactured — Value - - - - & 998,450 656,728 | 1,000,566 854,629 Oe 
Average declared value of { Rupees - - - -_o— 410, 1 32 9 5 7 8 410 4] 4) 
raw silk per lb.— Shillings, at average exchange = -  — 8°57 5°72 9°25 806 ‘ 
12 | Wieat—- ul’ 
Quantity 7 - 7 ; - Cwts. | 1,069,076 | 2,498,185 | 5,583,336 | 6,940,150) 
Value : 7 : - - - £ 490,435 | ‘901,026 | 1,956,932 | 2,856,999} 
Average declared valde: per f Rupees - - - _ o-— 49 5 39 8 8 0 4 8 1, ; 
ewt.— Shillings, at average exchange = - = — 8°50 6°51 5°98 7°80 | 
13) Savtrerre— wi 
Quantity - > 7 - - - - Cwts, 599,330 415,080 466,218 389, ova | yd 
Value - - - - ££ 501,468 349,949 381,706 379,002 | ai 
Average declared sahie per { Rupees - - -_ = 9 10 8 6 7 8 3 0 guy “1s 
ewt.— Shillings, at ‘average exchange -  — 16°78 15°16 13°96 16°88 
14 | Lac— ait 
Value - - - - - - #£ 254,011 755,747 536,976 | 362,048 
15 | Teak Woop— 49 ra 
Quantity - - - - -  Cubdie Tons. 42,868 60,612 45,108 56,99 | 8 
Value - - - - - - £ 328,564 440,618 | 332,764 | 406,69) 
Average declared value per Rupees - gmt 7610 4| 7211 1{ 7312 47 71 oie j 
cubic ton-— Sterling, at average exchange - & 7°09 6°83 6°29 6 
16 | Suaan— 745,85) | all 
“es - 


Value 7 = - = = < £ 319,238 253,937 925,196 





APPENDIX. 


ComMERcIAL AND Financia, STATISTICS. 


Sea-borne Trade for the Year, &c.—continued. 











eee eee 











Xo. IMPORTS. 1874~-75, 
a re Ee 
1 | Corron— 
Twist and Yarn— 
Quantity - - - - - Lbs 37,097,260 
Value - - - - £ 3,157,780 
Average declared value Annas . = = _ 
per Ib. - Pence at average exchange - - - 
Other manufactures—. 
Value - - - - - - £ 16,263,560 
Torat Corron Goons.—Gross Imports - &£ 19,421,340 
Re-exports— 
Twist and Yarn— : 
Quantity - -. . . . - Lbs. 781,220 
Value - : 7 = = - £ 56,249 
Other manufuctures— 
Value = - - * a . £ 1,061,727 
Total Re-exports - - 4 Cc, 4,197,976 
Tora, Cotton Goons,---Net Imports - £ 18,303,564 
2| Merars . - -Value £| 2,607,122 
J | Src (Raw and Mannfacture: d) - - - - 9 » | 1,583,405 
4) RAILWAY PLANT AND ROLLING STOCK - . - yon 780,867 
5} Sugar - - - - - ae wig, ioe 516,564 
6 | Liquons - - - - - ag: pied 1,636,568 
7 | Provisrons . - - - mye ogy 363,727 
8 | Wootten MANUFACTURES : - - oem oy 557,585 
9 | MAciWINERY AND MILL-work - - - CAG. Se 1,185,943 
10 | Coat (excluding coke and patent fuel)— 
Quantity . . - - - Tons 360,252 
Value - . - - £ 685,720 
Average declared value Tapes - - 19°03 
per ton— Shillings, at avenge exchange - 34°94 | 
HW) Sarr— 
Quantity = ‘ - - - - Tons 277,085 
Value - - - £ 755,771 
Average declared value Rupecs - - -{° 27°28 
per ton— Shillings, at average exchange 50°51 
(2) Arrarti - - - - - Value £ 620,456 | 
13} Spicks - - - A - ge pe 179,126 
























































a 
1875-76. 1876-77. 1877-78. 1878-75. 
31,927,340 | 39,270,208 | 36,196,661 | 33,145,651 
2,794,769 | 2,733,535 | 2,650,616 | 2,779,774 
14°00 13°14 12°60 13°42 
Is. 6°93d, | 1s, 4:83d. | 18, 4:97d. | 1s. 4°87d. 
16,463,875 | 16,012,932 | 17,332,639 | 14,137,694 
19,258,644 | 18,746,467 | 20,183,255 | 16,917,468 
792,668 839,539 934,437 454,048 
57,424 58,423 62,733 51,217 
984,105 | 1,064,392 | 1,089,614 | 1,132,627 
1,041,529 | 1,922,815 | 1,152,347 | 1,783,844 
19,217,115 | 17,628,652 | 19,030,908 | 15,733,624 
3,310,452 | 3,721,007 | 3,736,958 | 3,372,903 
1,404,235 | 1,037,957 ] 1,485,550 | 1,496,487 
1,079,105 | 1,194,145 | 1,727,560 | 1,491,831 
895,929 403,607 798,036 | 1,480,880 
1,702,197 | 1,585,345 | 1,683,655 | 1,372,487 
717,234 664,938 861,116 990,530 
1,119,274 911,890 955,142 961,666 
1,439,921 963,504 873,960 893,875 
388,480 523,984 603,731 473,027 
647,562 918,309 | 1,004,942 881,444 
16°67 17°54 16°64 18°63 
31°01 30°34 28°83 30°68 
365,254 298,776 254,231 274,182 
601,146 430,895 401,366 593,621 
\ 16°45 14°42 5°78 21-05 
29°66 24°62 27°35 35°65 
634,256 542,860 579,106 546,080 
395,988 432,991 488,884 509,043 





Taste I1T.—Sea-borne Trade for the first Ten Months (Principal Articles arr Aneee in order 


of their Declared Value). 














1875-76 
£ 

Value of comrnoditics exported, excluding gold and silver - - | 46,309,570 
Value of commoditics imported, excluding gold and silver - > | 30,830,219 
Excess Exports - * | 15,479,151 

Net imports of silver - ws S - : - 966,336 
Net imports of gold - - - - - - | 1,486,222 
Totar net Imports or Goin anp SILVER - - | 2,452,558 


GRAND TOTAL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF ALL KINDS - | 83,124,766 











1876-77. 





£ 
48,265,519 


30,408,746 
17,856,773 
5,628,814 


— 410,234 


5,218,580 





1877-78. 


17,752,868 





13,117,467 


278,765 


13,396,232 





91,365,795 


104,112,057 





———$—_— | ——<—__- —. 


1878-79, 1879-80. 
| 





& & 
47,921,206 | 51,522,819 


32,426,305 | 33,557,095 


15,394,901 | 17,965,724 





2,187,577 6,680,763 


1,705,499 | 8,069,298 


88,090,522 | 96,544,010 











i 
( 
k 
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ComMerciaL AND Financiau Sratistics, 


Taste LI.—Sea-borne Trade for the first Ten Months, §c.—continued. 


EXPORTS. 


Quantity - - 
Orem - 4 Value, 7 - 
Average value per chest 


Quantity - - 
Corron, Raw 4 Value - - 
Average value per Ib. 


i MAnuracrurEs— 


Quantity - 
‘Twist and Yarn 4 Value - - 


Average value per !b. 


Other manufactures—Value - - 


Totat Cotron (Raw axnp Manuracturep) - & 


5 2 Value - - 
Pavpy. 
Average value per cwt. 


Rice AND {Yate - 5 


Jute (Raw and Manufactured) —Value 


Quantity - - 
- 4 Value - - 


Average value per ewt. 


Srrns 


. . Quantity - - 
Hare AND Value 7 S 
URES Average value per cwt. 


Quantity - - 
Tra - 4 Value - - 
Average value per Ib. 
Quantity - - 
Ixpico - 4 Value - = 
Average value per cwt. 


Woot (Raw and Manufactured)— Value 


Quantity - - 
Wurst - 4 Value - 2 
Average value per ewt. 


Quantity - m 
CoFrng - 4 Value i 7 
Average value per cwt. 


Six (Raw and Manufactured)—Value 


Quantity - - 
SaLrpeTne - 4 Value - < 
Average value per cwt, 


Quantity - ‘s 
TEAK - - 4 Valuc - - 

Average value per ton 
Lac - - 3 a 
Sucan - - - 





ea aa 
1875-76, 1876-77. | 1877-78, | 1878-79, | 1879-89, 
ees 
- Chests 73,095 81,613 77,387 76,165 
: £{ 9,186,788 | 10,490,687 | 10,264,066 | 10,917'614 Nea 
Rs. | 1,256-13-3 | 1285-6 78-68 | ee 
- Ss. , = 9285-628 1,326-5-3 1,433-6-8 1,350-5-5 
- Cwts. | 4,295,871 3,561,477 2,585,377 | 2,281,507 | 2,895,909 
. £ | 11,476,987 8,968,014 6,949,554 | 6,149,192 | 7,999'399 
- Rs. 0-3-9 0-3-7 0-3-10 0-3-10 0-3-11 
- Ibs. | 4,587,225 6,817,270 | 12,779,989 | 18,306,631 | 20,445,445 
2 £ 196,768 316,636 558,913 767,875 854,667 
- Rs. 0-6-10 0-7-5 0-6-11 0-6-8 0-6-8 
£ 326,201 375,860 392,895 431,844 420,624 
11,999,956 9,660,510 7,901,362 | 7,348,651 | 9,267,684 
- Cwts. | 15,045,994 | 11,658,224 | 10,186,650 | 12,420,606 | 19,507,197 
é 3,549,719 | 3,397,812 | 4,017,310 | 5,699,274] 5,149,989 
- RBs 2-11-6 2-14-8 3-15-1 4-9-5 4-1-1 
7 £]} 2,639,630} 2,895,432 3,679,332 | 4,076,573 | 4,539,642 
- Cwts. 8,514,979 | 8,559,142 | 11,239,493 | 6,957,845 | 5,767,116 
2 £) 4,414,548 | 4,688,529 6,758,930 | 4,089,485 | 3,764,594 
- Rs. 5-2-11 5-7-8 6-0-2 6-6-11 6-8-5 
- Cwts. 534,504 495,367 709,852 630,278 709,755 
: £| 2,378,801 2,309,783 2,990,696 | 2,485,043 | 2,786,059 
- Rs. 44-8-1 46-10-0 42-9-1 38-15-2 39-4-1 
- Ibs. | 21,254,915 | 25,186,248 | 30,306,610 | 30,692,313 | 34,243,539 
E £ 1,899,961 2,361,799 2,770,735 | 2,808,432 | 2,746,782 
- Re. 0-14-4 0-15-0 0-14-7 0-14-8 0-12-10 
- Cwte. 78,004 83,443 90,577 64,514 78,938 
s £| 2,037,990 | 2,450,385 2,632,728 1,767,026 | 2,256,421 
: Rs. 261-4-3 293-10-7 290-10-7 273-15-0 287-6-11 
4 £ 1,061,452 1,079,667 939,198 1,049,930 | 1,007,621 
- Cwls, 2,155,626 4,839,290 6,206,669 1,035,857 | 1,814,566 
a £ 775,554 1,673,400 2,790,304 508,125 918,918 
- Is. 3-9-6 3-7-4 4-7-11 4-14-6 5-1-0, 
- Cwts. 164,692 168,552 191,693 201,626 eT 
s £ 662,275 722,544 846,358 885,939 833,67 . 
- Rs. 40-3-5 42-13-11 44-2-5 43-15-0 44-5- 
z £ 531,870 801,388 766,098 607,199 584,575 
- Cwts, 300,501 369,887 311,682 311,091 41a 
s £ 254,955 302,734 304,068 296,222 386, rf 
- Re 8-7-9 8-2-11 9-12-1 9-8-4 9-2 
- C. tons. 48,776 35,771 44,159 34,115 as 
i £ 356,332 263,504 311,678 247,752 ess 
- Ke. 73-0-11 73-10-8 70-2-9 72-9-11 i 
7 £ 593,588 425,327 299,599 234,712 290,109 
599 
: £ 94,465 425,940 447,616 184,724 156,59 


—E——————————— a 
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TEN Montus, Ist Arrit To 31st January, 






































APPENDIX. 


CoMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL Statistics, 
TaBLeE [11.—Sea-borne Trade for the first ten months—concluded. 








Tan Monrae, 1st APRIL To Slst JANUARY. 











































































































. IMPORTS. 
No, 1s7s-70. | 1876-77. | —te77-78. =| = a87a-70., | 1879-80, 
CoTrroN— . ” 
Quantity - - Ibs. 25,923,585 26,724,669 90,672,971 29,736,857 27,909,866 
1] gwist and yarn = -4 Value - 7 £ 2,286,139 2,230,376 2,425,336 2,480,030 | 2,248,408 
Average value per lb. - Rs. 0-14-1 0-13-4 0-12-7 0-13-4 0-13-2 
Ditto in sterling average 
exchange = - - - 1s. 7d. Is. 5d. 1s. 43d. ls. 4}d. Is. 44d. 
Other manufactures - Value - : - £ | 13,097,382 | 13,056,417 | 14,812,524 | 12,274,502 | 13,619,200 
TotaL Cotron Goons - £ 15,383,521 15,286,793 16,937,660 14,754,532 16,067,608 
Re-exports : ———— —_ | — —_—_—-—— ee 
Quantity - - tbs. 701,646 644,051 736,160 651,373 730,075 
Twist and yarn -4 Value - - - £ 50,656 43,199 49,814 44,508 47,715 
Average value per lb. - Rs. 0-11-7 0-11-3 0-10-10 0-10-11 0-10-5 
Other manufactures—Value — - - 2 819,803 859,708 §75,357 966,712 857,852 
Total Re-exports - 7 870,459 902,827 925,168 1,011,220 905,567 
Tota, Corron Goons—Net Imports cs - &| 14,513,062 | 14,383,966 | 16,012,692 | 13,743,312 | 15,162,041 
9|Metats - = - = - - Value £ 2,533,767 2,893,993 3,006,118 2,919,762 2,849,539 
3| Sitx (Raw aud Manufactured) = - - - oe 1,126,453 831,428 1,271,782 1,813,747 1,263,602 
qiliqons - - = = = = = gg 1,194,828 1,286,521 1,431,367 1,113,119 1,250,897 
5 | Raipbway PLant anpD Roiinc-stock - - pe 058 931,228 1,013,812 1,227,159 1,249,238 1,104,248 
6| Wootten MANUFACTURES - . Sie war 856,225 823,119 849,529 846,254 901,642 
7 | Pnovisrons - = = " . wo” 560,436 539,059 716,939 834,573 882,062 
8} Coa (excluding ( Quantity - . - Tons 262,999 347,716 469,270 377,684 446,226 
Coke and Patent < Value - - - £ 428,858 643,794 764,610 708,320 860,491 
Fuel)— {Yate value per ton - Rs. 16-4-10 18-8-2 16-4-8 18-12-1 19-4-6 
9} Sugar - - - - - Value £ 618,833 349,806 657,043 1,137,030 853,951 
Quantity * - - - Tons 302,897 255,504 217,202 223,565 277,279 
10, Satr - -< Value - - - £ 505,238 363,684 324,628 477,384 611,322 
{Wate value per ton - Rs. 16-10-10 14-3-9 14-15-1 21-5-7 22.0-9 
I} Macntneny ann MILL-worm = - - - Value £ 1,243,685 803,705 724,078 781,963 549,049 
12 | ApraneL z 7 z - Se Ay 548,970 460,767 491,306 464,159 466,922 
19] Spices - 2 2 ~ ee 315,656 367,877 389,649 430,862 - 406,197 

















Taste 1V.— Wholesale Prices of typical commodities in Gold and Silver in London and 


Calcutta in December of each year. 
(Prices of March 1873=100.) 








MEASURED IN GOLD. 























MEASURED IN SILVER." 























Ix Loxvon—(prices quoted from the 
Loxpon Economist. 
1873. | 1874. | 1875. 1976. 1877. 1978, | 1979. 1973. 1874. 1875. 1976, 1877. 1978. 1879. 
Scotch Pig Iron (Warrants) -| 91] 68] 54] 49} 43} 36} 55]/ 95] 71) 58) 51} 48) 44 63 
Coals, Hetton, Wallsend (London)| 94 90 75 57 55 60 50 97 94 79 59 SL, 72 57 
Copper, Chili Bars - - 93 93 92 85 74 64 74 96 97 98 90 82 77 85 
Staite Nn : : 2 79 65 56 52 45 42 62 82 67 6o 54 50} 50 71 
Wheat = - -| 112 81 83 91 94 72 85 || 115 a4 88 96] 104 87 97 
Flour, town-mado <= - - 111 82 90 82 98 69 86 114 85 96 86-| 109 8&3 98 
Reet inferior &, -| 125] 110] 128 98 85 90 85 || 129] 115 | 136] 102 94 | 108 97 
Woe No. 40, Mule Twist - 95 83 86 80 71 61 17 97 &8 91 84 735 73 a7 
" vol, Southdown Hogs - - 96 89 85 80 76 65 7 99 93 91 85 84, 78 81 
Che Foreign Muscovado - 92 87 77 | 113 74 80 95 95 91 82] 119 82 96 108 
hee - - -| 124] 97 | 105] 101 oe | 73] 983 |} 128} 101] 111] 106} 109! 88 94 
enters - -| 196) 95| 7ze| 69} 638} NV} — loo] 100] 983{ 73) Fo; NJ — 
Gi Me - - - 86 ao | 83 87 98 | 89 96 86 a2 88 92] 109] log} 110 
St : n —_— aS 5 —= = a, _ 103 104 106 105 111 120 4 
martha - -  -| 97] 96] 94] 95) go! a8] ssf — | ~ | ~ | — | —~[ — — 
é . Iv Catcurra (prices quoted from the CALCUTTA Prick CURRENT.) 
Ma Shirtings (84 Ibs.) ke . = 7 e . i a 93 84 84 78 73 74 gl 
“luic Twist, white, good, No. 40 - - - - - - - 96 ot a7 a7 75 75 88 
” » Turkey, red, No. 40 (12 Ibs.) é z e 7 - 115 104 94 85 85 78 G7 
(: ah A Orange, No. 40—60 2 a ij is 2 s - 107 93 a7 90 83 73 87 
opper Sheathing = % = « ‘ 2 = - -}| 102] 100] 102 93 83 80 87 
tron, fiat, bolt, bar and square - . . 7 7 -} 15} 89] 78] oa! col] 56 76 
Hi ter, hard - s ~ = = ss 2 3 _ - 114 118 148 143 130 lo7 121 
Ina buffalo, slaughtered ze 2 - 7 - - S - 92 88 75 104 75 69 96 
ies footl = = - - - - - - - -{ lho} Nil. fo | 110 86 100 119 
a piteked « 4 . 2 la = = em = - 144 137 125 150 147 153 169 
shell? fine . 7 . 3 2 7 “3 3 - 87 60 55 69 58 54 73 
Liner a fine orange s = S a = a - - 129 183 119 68 49 56 153 
Riee ee fine bold clean : - - - - - -| dl] 110 92] 102] 106 N. 120 
a allam z . 7 i 2 é - «| 165] 159 | 195] 159] 168] 259 153 
% Taw, Cossimbazar = a" S . - s < - = 80 58 40 98 80 69 87 
7 wear, Benares 2 rs é & = - - ey 7 94 87 87 88 Ni.| — 
Ca, good Sonchong i. 2 * = a = 2 1ll4 123 104 128 100 77 82 
Gold” Doodiah - - - ‘ ‘ Z -| 115) 96] 78| 96] los) 109] 109 
: = - - - - - - - - 192 100 102 103 105 109 110 


* 
The valuce Measured in silver in Londen have been calculated from the values in gold on the basis of tho price of standard silver In London, 
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APPENDIX. 


CoMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL STATISTICS. 


Taste V.—Actual CAPITAL EXPENDITURE on RAILWA ys im 1878-79, ang 
estimated Expenditure on such works in 1879-80 and 1880-81, and to the end of 1880.8), 























































































































































































































































































AitScia. | Begone’ | Budget’ | Tyertot | Seuiond | 

Estimate. Estimate. 81. | Estimate. ohne 
SA 

£ £ £& £ £ 

East Indian - - : - - 297,314 630 ,000 eter i - 

—t) | es pea | 

Rejpatana - es - : - - 359,296 248,000 172,000 3,545,000 | 9,267,000 | —2790m 
Western Rajputana - - - - - 344,633 681,000 385,000 1,649,000 1,604,000 | 45,00 
Sindia : 7 - - - - 241,264 130,000 100,000 893,000 904,000 11,00 
Holkar a. - “ - - - —73,865 36,000 19,000 1,260,000 1,246,000 —14,000 
Neemuch - z = - 7 = 226,255 278,000 339,000 1,786,000 | 2,209,000 4t6,000 
Wurdeh Coal - - 7 - . 11,027 15,000 —_ 501,000 541,000 40,000 
Nagpur and Chattisgarh = - = - : 106,300 250,000 217,000 593,000 837,000 | 244,000 
Rangoon and Irrawaddy Valley - - - 121,375 40,000 10,000 1,262,000 1,261,000 —1,000 
Northern Bengal - - > - 386,180 129.000 60,000 2,139,000 1,945,000 | = —194,00 
Tirhoot - - - - - 20,850 27,000 15,000 565,000 600,000 95,000 
Patna and Gya - : - : : 250,105 73,000 25,000 350,000 404,000 54,000 
Nalhati - . . - - - 6,968 —1,000 —1,000 32,000 36,000 4,008 
Caleutta and South-Eastern - - - 14,069 —1,000 —2,000 672,000 739,000 um 
Cawnpore and Furruckabad - - - 59,715 154,000 68,000 282,000 322,000 40,00) 
Ghazipur and Dildarvaggar - - - 2,653 44,000 5,000 55,000 65,000 1000 
Muttra-Hattras - - . - . 3,740 1,000 a 119,000 125,000 15480 
Muttra-Achneyra = - 2 - - - 5,311 — 55,000 60,000 90,000 goin? 
Dhond ond Manmad - . - - 959,469 112,000 100,000 1,124,000 1,350,000 2260" 
Indus Valley : - : - 816,105 304,000 200,000 | 6,295,000 | 7,180,000, 88s” 
Punjab Northern - - - - 369,905 663,000 303,000 | 4,053,000 | 3,808,000 | 245" 
Fluctuations in Store Balances 2 - < —166,725 — 243,000 —80,000 + 155,000 as 1550 
Reserve - = : 2 - : _ 242,000 242,000 a ame 
a ae So —_— 
3,464,630 2,940,000 2,232,000 | 27,623,000 | 26,526,000 900" 

Deduct PropuctiveE Purtic Worker Ouray in- = 

cluded in the above - - : S 3,927,888 | 2,608,000 | 1,982,000 | 26,539,000 - 

- 

Balance OnvrNARY OUTLAY 2 s 196,742 os = 
Railways constructed wholly from Ordinary Funds— 5 

Patri Salt Railway - - - - a3 as 41,000 90,000 7 

Frontier Railways chargenble to Army ns _ 1,440,000 2,0.10,000 9,480,000 ee ~ 
See 
Total ORDINARY - . 136,742 = 2 

Granny TotaL - - 9,464,630 4,380,000 4,272,000 | 31,184,000 





: . . effected: 
(a)—26,550,000 added on account of premium added to the Capital of the Fast Indian Railway on the purchese beink i 


63 
APPENDIX. 


COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL STATISTICS, 


Taste VI.—Actual Capital Expenditure on works of Irrigation, &c., for 
and Revenue Accounts are kept, in 1878-79, and estimated expenditure on such works 


in 1879-80, 1880-81, and to the end of 1880-87, §c. 





which Capital 





IRRIGATION AND NAVIGATION PRODUCTIVE 
PURLIC WORKS, 


Orissa Cannis < . . ‘s - - 
Midnapore Canal - - é s 5 
Tidal Canal + - & “ : _ 
Sone Canals + . . 7 2 és 


Ganges Canal - - - . 7 7 


Agra » * . - « - ws 
Lower Ganges Canal - - : - 2 
Western Jumna ,, : - “ . 2 
Bari Doab ii - - - 7 2 
Other projects . 3 7 ‘i e 

ToraL . 


Deduet_ Ordinary outlay on Productive Public Works 


included above, 


Net TotaL 


IRRIGATION AND NAVIGATION WORKS. 
(Not classed as Productive Public Works.) 


Rastern Jumnna Canal - ¥ * : 7 


Other projects - - is é 


Ordinary outlny on Productive Public Works 


ToTaL 


Deduet Outlay against the grant for Productive Public 
Works or works not admifted (to the entegory of 


Productive Public Works ~ = < t 
Nat ‘Torab : 
GRAND Totan 7 





To END OF 1880-81. 


Outlay 

against 

current 
sanctions. 


£ 
1,953,300 
755,300 
177,300 
2,298,600 
743,825 
786,800 
1,689,100 
462,000 
1,509,600 


G9,000 








Outlay 
agalnat 
sanctions 
that have 
expired. 


Total, 


£ 
1,953,300 
755,800 
177,300 
2,298,500 
3,087,100 
786,800 
1,688,100 
774,000 
1,509,600 
4,955,600 


2,943,275 


17,086,100 
5,306,300 


12,679,800 


204,000 273,000 
2,291,900 


5,306,300 


7,874,200 


256,200 


7,619,000 


| Bstimatea | Balanco of 


cost surrent 

edsata | eaaining 

£ £ 

1,931,000 - 
768,000 12,200 

177,000 - 
2,736,000 497,500 
1,021,000 277,175 
801,000 14,200 
2,473,000 784,900 
722,000 260,000 
1,652,000 142,400 
139,000 70,000 


1879-80 1880-81 
1878-70 
Regular Budget- 
Actuals, Estimates. | Estimates. 
2 & £ 
56,206 78,000 £4,000 
27,917 7,300 15,500 
171,768 139,700 60,500 
61,703 30,000 59,500 
6,597 5,000 7,600 
157,693 151,100 139,000 
79,138 58,100 65,000 
11,376 10,000 5,000 
233,945 318,200 220,000 
806,698 797,400 630,000 
11,984 — - 
794,054 797,400 630,000 
1,511 9,700 10,000 
105,053 134,600 95,800 
11,994 ~ = 
119,148 144,300 105,800 
-3 —_ _ 
119,151 144,500 105,800 
013,805 941,700 736,800 


20,298,800 
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CoMMERCIAL AND FinANCIAL STATISTICS. 


Taste VIl.—Gross earnings, Working expenses and net traffic earnings of Guaranteed 



























and State Railways to end of 1878-79, with Regular Estimates for 1879-80 and Budget 
Estimates for 1880-81. ‘ 
ACTUALS. Restle ati 


Estinnates, E 
1874-75, | 1875-76. | 1876-77. | 1877-78. | 1878-79, | 1879-80, i 
GUARANTEED RAILWAYS. | 














































































































iret 
OPEN MILEAGE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR - . : * 4,057 os 4,098 4,308 4,495 4,532 4,541 dat 
Gross Earnings. 2 z£ £ £ |_| 
Eastern Bengal - - - - - J . 365,956 323,889 376,650 607,641 43 942 aa 000 é 
Madras - - : > - : : : 591,955 644,832 806,165 930,750 643.613 7a sing 
South Indian - . - . 87-401 129,578 221,266 335.118 318 431 675,000 75,000 
Bombay, Baroda, and Central India - . - - 603,398 646,577 704,747 780-775 898 333 SOW 370,00 
Great Indian Peninsula - . . ° -| 2,052,012 | 2,103,264] 2,679,511 | 3,270,167 | 2,719'740| 9 11,000} 78y,000 
Oudh and Robilkhund —- : - : - -| ‘226,008 } “288164 ) "369,688 | “437.013 “sos'eas | ““Hoonnn | aa 
Sind, Punjab, and Delhi - * : : i * | 680,318 | __ 697,041 | 883,510 | 1,014,304 | 909,393} 1,100,000 | anna 
Total - 931.777 | 63 rigaedan | aoe 
Eastern Bengal Working Expenses. ATTRA | ABSA | SAOLSIG | “7-280,777 | GReAS8T | anton tape 
astern Bengal - - : ° : - - 205,462 206,842 172,357 200,690 198,347 2 
Madras - - : : : - . : 397,268 454,362 475,576 600,831 484,080 aehoon ye 
South Indian - - - - . 56,101 BG,795 118,537 186,107 936,008 985,000 aan 
Bombay, Baroda, and Central India - . : : 304,545 372,720 966,380 311,786 325,678 330000 ae , 
Great Indian Peninsula - - - - - 1,143,102 1,001,679 1,285,797 1,567,671 1,447,744 | 1,180,000 1,500.00 
Oudh and Rohilkhund —- : : - : | ‘141082 | “175,733 | “216,603 | “238,022 | “257'360 | zg0,000 1 Sren0 
Sind, Punjab, and Delhi - : - : : : 499,748 | 452,104 549,777 582,259 | 584,383 | 700,000] Gann 
Total -| 2,687,308 | 2,720,235} 3,184,989 | 3,687,006 | 3,592,500 ; 
Net Traffic Earnings, — ne Lae 87, 8,532,500 __3:706,000 | 5880010 
Enstern Bengal - - . . : - 160,494 117,047 204,293 306,951 241,595 240,000 | 955,00 
Madras - - - - - - 194,687 190,470 330,583 520,928 159,533 225,000 280, 
South Indian - - = 41,300 72,783 102,729 149,711 83,333 85,000 130,00 
Bombay, Baroda, and Central India - - . 298,853 273,857 338,367 474,980 372,055 370,000 45000) 
Great Indian Peninsule - . - : 7 908,910 | 1,101,685 | 1,443,714 | 1,702,496 | 1,371,996 970,000 | 1,250 
Oudh and Rohilkhund = - - : . : 2 85,612 112,431 153,073 198,991 236,825 140,000 | 205,09 
Sind, Punjab, and Delhi - - : : - : 240,570 214,937 283,763 432,045 325,010 400,000 400,000 
Total ° 1,930,426 2,113,110 2,866,627 3,594,111 2,690,747 2,430,000 | 2,805,000 
StaTE Raltways. hia Coulis ee oes Ss 
East Indian. 
OPEN MILEAGE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR + - . : 1,503 1,503 1,603 1,602 1,603 1,503 1s 
Gross Earnings - : * - _ 7 : 3,451,465 3,011,412 3,818,147 4,362,133 4,052,596 4,250,000 |. 4,241.00 
Working Expenses . . : - - - 1,317,081 1,140,961 1,313,676 1,395,692 1,465,990 1,500,000 } 1,500,000 
Net Traffic Earnings : * - : . - 2,184,384 1,870,551 2,50-4,471 2,966,441 2,580,546 2,750,000 | 2,750, 
Other State Railways. 
OPEN MILEAGE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR - : - - 221 485 cas 806 1,287 2,01t aa 
Gross Barnings: 
Rajputana and Western Rajputana (Northern Section) - - 93,819 203,102 239,340 261,494 330,077 { 382,500 | 4snio 
Western Rajputana (Southern Section) - - - - _ _ _ we 15,000 55M) 
Holkar and Neemuch : - ¢ - - - 16,702 38,349 49,272 62,666 93,511 122,500 Mem 
Sindin - - - - 7 : - oi - - - 1,319 10,812 11,500 aan 
Wurdah Coal - : . 7 . 7 - 2,112 2,936 5,685, 10,639 11,373 82,000 650" 
Punjab Northern - * - . ir . * = 22,657 50,154 76,412 108,400 195,000 | 2100 
Indus Valley - - : = : : . -_ - - - 113,021 370,000 | sain! 
Dhond and Manmad - . - : : : - - - - 25,041 50,000 di 
Nagpur and Chattisgarh - - : - - - _ _ _ - _ _ a 
Rangoon and Irrawaddy Valley - - - : : _- - - 62,876 97,561 100,000 aw 
Patunand Gyo - - : - - : - - - - a 33,000 i a 
Northern Bengal - - - - - - - - - _ 17,111 109,289 110,000 Mai 
Yirhoot - : - - - - — 4,804 21,358 34,324 44,981 45,000 ae 
Caleutta and South- Eastern - . - : . 9,861 10,486 9,775 12,616 12,509 13,000 Wa 
Nalhati - ° = - s 8,492 7,178 8,098 9,130 8,531 9,000 19 
Cawnpore and Purruckabad : : - - : - _ - — — - Li 
Hattras-Muttra_ - - . - - - - - 8,977 9,363 10,822 12,600 oa 
Ghazipore and Dildarnogur : * < . : - - = = = te |e 
130,986 289,512 380,668 567,890 976,828 1,581,000 18 
Working Expenses, |_——_—— — | ———_ | —_———_ |———~_——_ art) 
Rajputara and Western Rajputann (Northern Section) - - 57,836 119,638 159,082 184,831 } 203,816 250,000 rai 
‘Western Rajputana (Southern Section) = - - - _ — - = ’ 1.00 Yami 
Holkar and Neemuch : - : - - 11,078 36,715 39,047 et rN ae) 183m 
Rindia = - - . . S : - : - — - Li 7 4 oc Hi 
Wurdnh Coat —- : . . - 7 : 2,408 8,150 3,058 7,043 11,104 29,500 | ham 
Punjab Northern - - ° : - - - - 13,737 46,958 70,499 86,606 160,00" 0 
Indus Valley - - - . - - - _ — - _ 100,861 100,008 ere 
Dhond and ofaorend et : : : - - - — - _ 24,560 60, iN 
Nagpur an attisgarh = - . . - - . _ — — - = = 0,00 
Runcoon and Irrawaddy Valley - . - : : - —_ - 50,904 92,561 aon ma 
Patna and Gya ss - - . - - - _ — - — = a) no 
Northern Bengal - . - . - - - _ ae _ 16,402 89,573 1200" ou 
Tirhoot - : . : : - = 4.000 14,189 23,572 92,993 re quo 
Caleutta and South Eastern - . - - - 7,320 9,303 12,820 8,226 —1,748 Peon a0 
Nalhati - dF kab “1 =, 7 = = e 7,307 7,036 8,315 8,732 4179 " ie 
Cawnporr an urruc aba - . - . - -_ —- _ = = ae ay 
Hatt ms: Muttra_ - - . - - - - _— 4,919 6,261 5,996 8,700 qa 
Ghazipore and Dildarnagur - : - - - - — - = = oa ea 
| | or i 39, 
86,004 198,485 297,088 426,006 740,47 { 1,366.20] 1 
Net Traffic Earnings. ||_—_——_ —— | _—__ | 0 | Tat 
Rajputans and Western Rajputane (Northern Section) : : 35,083 83,464 80,207 76,603 126,261 er Am 
Western Rajputana ( (Southern Section) - - - _ — — _- 30,000 wm 
Holkar and eemuch : = - - - - 6,624 2,634 226 23,9-47 25,609 9,500 1 
Bindin - - : - : - - - — - —918 | —1,022| —%500) sm 
Wurdah Coal - - = : : : —291 —214 27 3,506 269 grow] eee" 
Punjab Northern - - - - - - - — A,920 4,196 6,913 21,894 ro 00) ye 
Indus Valle : - - - - - - ~ _ - 4,060 £9) 100% 
Dhond and Manmad 2 - - - - . - - - - 472 = on 
Nagpur an attisgar - - - - = 7 ae = = a = 
angoon and Irrawaddy Valley - - - - - _ _ - 2,882 6,000 eh Ei 
Patna andGyn - : : : - - - — - - = 90,000 ae 
Northern Bengal - : - - : - : — = _ 700 19,716 +1000 mm 
Tirhoot - - - ° : : ~ 798 7,169 10,752 11,888 ‘4.000 He 
Calcutta and Bouth- Eastern : - - : - 2,541 1,183 —3,045 4,390 14,257 2500 wy 
Nath oo : : : : - 1125 —758 ~217 398 a008 et 
Cawnpore an urruc Ql * - - - - - — - _ = nm hl 
Hattras-Muttra - : - : - - - = 4,058 4,112 4,826 oh we 
Ghazipore and Dildarnagur - - - - - _ _- = = = _-_——— wean? 
S| ee ler ae aa cael ee 964,500 








an ee ee 
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APPENDIX. 





CoMMERCIAL AND Frnanclat Statistics. 


Taste VIII.--Gross earnings, working expenses and net earnings of works of Irrigation, §c., 


for which Capital and Revenue Accounts are kept, to end of 1878-79, with 


Estimates for 1879-80 and Budget Estimates for 1880-81, 


IRRIGATION AND NAVIGATION PRODUCTIVE PUBLIC 


ORKS. 
Gross DirgcT REVENUE. 


Orissa Canals - . 
Midnapore Canat = + : > : . : 
Tidal Canal = - : - - - 
Sone Canals - : - - - - , 
Ganges Canol + - - - - 
ag - : - > - 
lower Ganges Canal+ . - - 
Western Jumna ,, + - : - - - 
Bari Doab ”» . . - 
Other projects - - . . a : 
ToTaL 
INDIRECT REVENTE. 
Ganges Canal . - . - - - 
Agno . ° . - . 
Western Jwnna Canal - - « s . 
Bari Doab i - - - si 
Other projects . : . . . - 
ToTaL 
TotaL DIRECT AND INDINKCT REVENUR. 
Orissa Cannis = - . = - : 
Midnapore Canal - . - . . 
Tidal Cann) - . * 7 
Sone Canaly  - - - - % . 
Ganges Canal : . . - 
gra ” ° . : : - 
lower Ganges Canol + - . - 
Western Jumna . - . ‘. - 
Neri Doab ” . - . - 
Other projects . . - . - . 
ToraL 
; Workina EXxPensgs. 
Orissa Canale - . . - - - - 
Midnapore Canal - - - - 
Tidal Canal . - 5 6 . . 
Bone Canals = - 2 7 2 . 
Ganges Canal - . - - - 
Lower Ganges Canal - we ne ns 
Western Juma ,, . . . . 
Bari Doaly * . ° - . 
Other projects - . . ‘ ° 
ToTAL 
Orissa Canals r Ner EE NOE 2 
Midnapore Canal - . - - - - 
Tidal Canal . . - - - 
Sone Cunnls  - - - - - : - 
anges Canal - . 7 ° 
ara Canal = - - « - . - . 
wer Ganges Cannl . - - . 
eatern Jumna Canal - - - - - 
ari Doab Canal - - - « 
Other projects 2 a bs = . ° 
ToTaL 
IRRIGATION AND NAVIGATION WORKS, 
(Not classed as Productive Public Works.) 
Gross DiRE NUE, 
Rastern Jumne Canals Di BCT REVE UE : 
her projects - 3 = . ‘ io : 
TorTaL 
InDIngcT REVENUE, 
Rastorn Jumna Canal . - - 
Other Projects . is 7 - 3 - 
ToTAL 
(Toran Direct anp INDINECT RRVENUE. 
Bastern Jum 
ther projects" om *2 ee fos 
TOTAL 
WORKING EXPENSES. 
Fastern Jumnn © 
Other projects om “5 7% . ye te 
TOTAL 
Eastern Ju ‘ Net RRVENUR. 
Other projects” eanal me lg AR 
ToTaL 


Q 1468, 


ener etn ene 


vere red nne 


pereeennae 





Regular 






























































































































































































































































AcTUALS. 

Regular Budget 

. Estimates, | Estimates, 
1874-75. 1875-76. 1876-77. 1877-73. 1978-79, 1879-80. 1880-81, 

£ é & £ £ £ 2 
4,848 4,549 7,456 16,110 18,200 27,000 28,500 
11,622 11,111 13,699 17,009 17,071 22,100 26.000 
5,239 2,293 4.503, 6,228 6,079 6,100 6,100 
— 5.090 7,319 10,130 43,763 51,500 56,000 
201,998 212,882 220,154 250,459 261,114 271,500 245,000 
65 3,709 8,052 21,467 42,633, 35,900 43,5600 
= — - _ _ 9,100 18,000 
91,290 100,872 87,813 $9,210 118,056 117,400 114,000 
64,668 77,189 59,270 56,903 80,606 98,400 108,400 
10,462, 11,084 16,036 25,372 265,748 27,900 35,100 
390,222 429,670 425,201 602,882 613,270 666,900 680,600 
41,916 62,580 64,279 72,290 67,181 66,900 66,900 
=: — = 4,509 = — = 

37,256 40,128 38,593 37,376 10,937 21,700 11,700 
14,625 16,653 4,679 11,903 17,738 14,700 10,000 
24,201 20,345 25,966 27,789 31,078 606,200 614,000 
118,087 199,706 133,517 163,867 126,994 709,500 702,000 
4,848 4,049 16,110 18,200 27,000 28,600 
11,622 1111 17,009 17,071 22,100 26,000) 
5,289 2,293 6,228 6,079 6,100 6,100 
a 5,090 10,180 43,763 51,500 56,000 
249,903 275,462 322,745 923,295 339,400 311,200 
55 3,709 25,976 42,633 35,900 43,500 

- _ — — = 9,100 18,000 
128,5-43 141,000 126,406 130,586 128,993 139,100 125,700 
79,203, 93,842 63,949 68,806 98,34+b 118,100 118,400 
34,763 32,329 42,002 53,161 56,926 634,100 649,100 
608,309 569,395 658,719 656,749 740,204 1,976,490 1,389,200 
19,643 20,702 21,466 21,607 23,909 25,100 29,700 
13,043 16,740 17,128 20,382 17,283 12,900 72,900 
3,453 3,904 1,243 3,056 2,318 2,700 2,400 
= 11,543 19,959 2h,241 37,051 41,300 32,800 
97,323 105,462 105,040 97,870 96,991 102,100 94,600 
4,576 8,319 11,613 15,792 18,859 19,700 20,200 
_ - = = 150 9,100 21,100 
33,874 37,516 38,937 41,873 61,436 46,100 40,100 
33,740, 49,094 55,365 62,399 41,043 40,500 46,700 
41,337 93,418 92,605 86,239 91,710 106,300 02,600 
247,495 360,758 363,356 364,158 391,550 411,800 393,000 
—14,010 —5,497 —5,709 1,900 —1,200 

—$,429 —3,373 —212 9,200 13,100 

3,260 3,172 3,761 3,400 3,700 

—12,641 —15,111 6,712 10,200 23,200 

179,393 224,973 231,304 236,300 217,300 

—2,661 10,184 23,774 16,200 23,400 

_ - — —450 <sy —3,100 

103,484 87,469 94,713, G7557 93,000 85,600 

45,748 8,584 16,408, 66,801 66,600 71,700 

— 66,099 —50,603 —33,078 —31 88s 527,800 556,500 

260,814 218,027 195,362 202,291 358,654 964,600 990,200 
6L1 59,249 56,541 67,563 63,109 60,300 
22,741 20,053 29,596, 10,353 23,008 29,900 30,200 
83,582 79,302 86,137 76,916 87,106 102,200 90,500 
16,980 22,152 22,163 22,480 22,153 22,200 22,200 
05,825 151,608 123,480 125,997 134,131 187,000 222,900 
112,814 153,760 145,633 148,667 156,284 200,200 246,100 
78,100 81,401 78,604 80,243 85,951 95,100 82,500 
118,290 151.661 183,076 145,340 158,039 216,300 253,100 
196,396 233,062 231,770 225,583 243,500 311,400 335,600 
20,171 23,027 21,474 20,357 20,415 18,700 39,60) 
95,993 108,947 108,489 109,822 05,925 91,500 94,300 
116,104 131,074 120,063 130,179 116,340 110,200 113,900 
57,929 5837+ 67,220 59,880 61.936 76,400 62,900 
2,714 44,587 35,518 62,114 124,800 158,800 
60,202 101,088 101,807 06,404 127,050 201,200 221,700 
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DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND COMMERCE. 


ee ee ee 


NOTIFICATION. 
Fort William, the 24th February 1880. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 23 of the Sea Customs Act 
1878, the Governor General in Council has exempted the following articles from 
the duties of Customs to which they are liable under Schedule B of the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1875 :— 

Inpico, all sorts. 
Lac, all sorts. 


This Notification shall take effect on and after the 25th February 1880. 
R. B. CHAPMAN, 
Secy. to the Govt. of India. 


No. 20. 


Extracts from a Resovvtion of the Government of Inpia, February 24th, 1880, 
No. 985 (Financial). 


Para. 121. The net cost of the military operations in Afghanistan recorded 
in the accounts of 1878-79 is 676,381/., a close approximation to the estimate 
(670,000/.) made in paragraph 142 of the last financial statement. Against this 
must be set the gains which may be attributed to these operations under the 
heads of Railways and Telegraphs. It is not possible to estimate with precision 
either these gains, or, on the other hand, the extra expenditure in the general 
administration, both military and civil, in consequence of the rise of prices in 
Upper India attendant upon these operations. But the ultimate net total cost of 
the operations in Afghanistan recorded in the accounts of 1878-79 may be fairly 
estimated at 575,000/. 

* % # % i 

130. The original estimates provided for an abnormal military expenditure of 
2,000,000. for the war in Afghanistan (see para. 262 of the last statement). In 
consequence of the renewal of hostilities, that provision has now been increased 
to 4,886,000/., as follows :— 


L£ 
Military expenditure proper - - - 3,137,000 
Frontier railways - - - - 1,670,000 
Post office f - - - - - 37,000 
Telegraphs - - - - - 42,000 

Total - - 4,886,000 


Of which 4,656,0002. is provided under 36, Army, and 230,000/. under 32, 
Railways. : . 

Moreover, instead of 10,000/., as granted, a faminc expenditure of 99,0007. 18 
now estimated. So that the regular estimates provide for an abnormal expendi- 
ture amounting to 4,985,0001., as follows :— 


L 
War - - - - - - 4,886,000 
Famine - - - - - 99,000 
Total - 4,985,000 


On the other hand, it is estimated that the railway and telegraph revenues are 
net better by reason of the war than they would otherwise have been by about 
300,000/. Then, but for war and famine, the regular estimates would have ne 
a surplus revenue, as compared with ordinary expenditure, amounting to 4,/ 69,0006, 


or about 43 millions sterling. : : , 
* hk : s 

est tes nk te 

+ Besides expenditure on military train. 
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171. 36 & XXIX. Army.—Net expenditure, 20,143,000/. ; increase, 2,768,000/. 

This is in consequence of the renewal of hostilities in Afghanistan, and, in 
particular, to provide for the construction of the railways to Kandahar and 
Peshawar. The original grant included 2,000,000/. for the operations in 
Afghanistan. The regular estimate contains the following provisions :— 


L 
Military expenditure proper - - - 3,137,000 
Frontier railways - ~ - - 1,440,000 
Construction of telegraphs - - - 42,000 
Post office - - - - - 37,000 
Total - - 4,656,000 


Apart from these operations, the regular estimate is for a net expenditure of 
15,487,0002., being in excess of the estimate by 112,000/., which is due to high 
prices. 

* # # * # 

187. The estimated expenditure in 1880-81 includes grants for 4,360,000/. 

for the military operations in Afghanistan, as follows :— 


L 
Military operations proper - - - 1,978,000 
Frontier railways - - - - 2,270,000 
Telegraphs - - - - - 72,000 
Post office + - - - - - 40,000 
Total = - - 4,360,000 


Of which 4,130,000/. is shown under 36, Army, and 230,0007. under 32, 
Railways. 

Against this must be set an improvement in the railway and telegraph revenues, 
estimated at 300,000/., leaving the net charge for the war upon the estimates of 
1880-81 at 4,060,000/. It may be safely said that, but for the war expenditure, 
the true surplus upon the estimates, to compare with the standard surplus of 
2,000,000/. (less famine and other abnormal expenditure), would not have been 
less than 4,000,000/. 

¥ * i # * 

236. 36 & XXIX. Army.—Net expenditure, 19,460,000I.; decrease, 683,0002. 
Apart from the war in Afghanistan, the estimate is for 15,330,000/.; decrease, 
157,000/., which is based upon the expectation that prices will fall. Provision is 
made here for the operations in Afghanistan as follows :— 


L£ 
Military expenditure proper - - - 1,978,000 
Frontier railways - - - - 2,040,000 
Telegraphs - - - - - 72,000 
Post office - - - - - 40,000 
Total = - - 4,130,000 


Besides 230,0002. under 32 railways. 
Thus the whole cost of the military operations in Afghanistan arc now esti- 
mated as follows :— 


f£ 
Tn 1878-79 - - - - - 676,381 
1879-80 - - - - - 4,886,000 
1880-81 - ‘ : - 4,360,000 
Total - - 9,922,381 

Of which— 

L£ 

For the frontier railways ~- = - - 3,940,000 
For the military operations proper, including tele- 


graphs and post office — - - - - 5,982,381 








{ Besides the military transport train worked by the post office for the military wutboritics. 
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The net improved revenues attributed to the war amount 
follows :-— to 701,381, 1g 


x! 


1878-79 - - - - 101,381 
1879-80 - - > - 300,000 
1880-81 - - - - 300,000 





701,381 to the end of 1880-81, 





So that the net cost of the war is now estimated at 9,221,000/., or s 
of which about 3% millions (net) may be set down for the rai 
millions (net) for the military operations proper. 

All stores bought expressly for the war are included in these estimates, but 
not the wear and tear of equipments or the expenditure and waste of 


ay 94 millions, 
lways, and 5t 


‘ i stores in 
excess of the normal amounts. It has been found impossible to obtain any 
estimate of the money equivalent of such expenditure and waste. It occurs 


not so much in the article of ammunition, of which the expenditure is never 
large, as in camp equipage, and cannot be ascertained till the campaign is over, 
Meanwhile the reserve stores in the arsenals are being maintained at their proper 

sence the cost of replenishment being, as usual, charged as current expen: 
iture. 


No. 21. 


Exrracts of a Lerrer from the Governmenr of Inpia, February 25th, 1880, 
No. 8] (Financial). 


Paragraph 9. Our decision to endeavour to carry on the public service during 
1880/81 without a loan may entail upon us some inconvenience in the course of 
the year, by reason of the depletion of our balances. But we deliberately 
determined to face this inconvenience, in order that we might announce so 
satisfactory an evidence of the sound state of our finances. We anticipate no 
difficulty in obtaining temporary assistance during the year, in case of need; and 
we shall not hesitate to propose a loan, if, despite our present anticipations to the 
contrary, events show that we ought to increase our funded debt. 


* * * * * 


Paragraph 11. We have no further objection to make to your Lordship’s 
requisition upon us for 16,900,000/., to be remitted by bills in 1880/81. In the 
press of business, we had overlooked the fact that the remittance of even this 
iarge sum will hardly more than suffice for the current requirements of the Home 
Treasury. We consider that we should never willingly, or only to support the 
exchange, allow our remittances to fall below this standard. It may be proper 
that we should use discretion in going beyond this standard, and choose out 
opportunity for a reduction of our sterling debt with discrimination ; but it must 
in our opinion seldom, if ever, be proper for us to seek temporary relief, whether 
from the drain upon our treasuries or the losses of an unfavourable exchange, by 
remitting less than the current requirements of the Home Treasury, and thus 
increasing our sterling debt. 

* * * * * 


Paragraph 14. Your Lordship will observe that, in obedience to your instruc- 
tions, we have entered under the head of the Army, instead of under ther 
appropriate heads, all the charges which can be traced to the war. | Doubtless 
this method is, in some respects, convenient; nevertheless, we deem it inconsistent 
with the principles upon which our accounts are classified, and destructive of the 
integrity of the heads under which the transferred charges would, but for yout 
Lordship’s instructions, have appeared. Accordingly, as already intimated, we 
should have preferred to follow the course taken in the case of famine, namely, 
to Icave all charges to fall naturally under their appropriate heads of recor 
without regard to their origin, and then, without interference with the Hinance 
and Revenue Accounts, to extract the revenues and charges belonging to the wal 
into a separate account or statement. Wee shall still be glad to be authorised to 
dispose of these charges in this manner, in the Accounts of 1879/80 and in future 
Jistimates. 
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No. 22. 
Tetecram from the Viceroy, March 13, 1880. 


We were not prepared for your drawing more than eight weeks at 45 lacs, and 
earnestly hope that you will now reduce as much as possible. We shall not be 
able to meet continued drawings at 45 or even 40 lacs without borrowing, which 
we are extremely anxious to avoid as long as possible. 


No. 23. 
TELEGRAM to the Viceroy, March 15, 1880. 
Total drawings 1880/81, for which you prepared in Budget, require 39 lacs 
weekly. If we reduce now, we cannot make up ‘deficiency Jater. With 14 millions 
cash balance, why cannot you meet 45 now ? 


No. 24. 
Tre ecraM from the Viceroy, March 17, 1880. 


Your Lordship’s telegram 15th. Opening balance 14 crores estimate only ; 
remains to be seen whether it will be realized. Estimated closing balance only 
114 crores, which means only 8 crores in October, November. We have to meet 
constant military drain, ultimate aggregate amount of which quite uncertain. We 
cannot therefore too strongly deprecate your drawing at outset more than average 
39 lacs, and earnestly trust you may be able substantially to reduce more. Securely, 
in our present circumstances, we cannot drain our Treasury here, in order to remit 
in advance. Can you not increase your bills from November as easily as now ? 


No. 25. 
TrLecramM to the Viceroy, March 20, 1880. 


Experience shows large demand in November cannot be reckoned on. Itn- 
portant to draw when market is good; and, for interest of India, must continue 
45 while present large demand lasts. Apparently nothing new in situation since 
Budget was published. 

No. 26. 


Terecram from the Viceroy, March 23, 1880. 


Your telegram 20th. (1.) We made no provision for any advance. (2.) Since 
estimate was framed, we have sent to form reserves, and to accumulate immediately 
six months’ supplies for troops in field. (3.) Abnormally large opium crops 
expected. All phenomena indicating correctness of my telegram 13th. Cost of 
war still quite uncertain. We cannot possibly acquiesce in a continued accu- 
mulation of 45 allotments. 

No. 27. 
Te.rcram to the Viceroy, March 24, 1880. 

Yours yesterday. Most anxious to meet all reasonable wishes, but 16,900,000/. 
essential, and agreed to in your Letter 81 of 25th Iebruary, and adopted in your 
Budget. In forecasting drawings necessary to obtain that sum, I feel reduction 
at this period would prevent our obtaining whole amount, as average cannot 
be drawn throughout summer. Nor can I borrow here without violating pledges 
given to Parliament. Refer to concluding passage of para. 52 of my Despatch 
17th July last, and to para 9 of your Letter 81 of 25th February. You must 
obtain temporary assistance until you can raise a loan in India for Productive 
Works, which scems, from what you say, almost inevitable. If terms good 
to-day, I must continue drawing 45. 


No. 28. 
Tevecram from the Viceroy, April 8, 1880. 


Outgoing from our treasury for the war very alarming, far exceeding estimate. 
Immediate loan highly objectionable ; indced, as we cannot now estimate amount 
necessary to carry us through year, essential to postpone loan till we can see 
our way more clearly. Our Budget arrangements were made on the confident 
assumption that weekly allotments of 45 lacs would not exceed 8. If you now 
continue such allotments we cannot answer for the consequences. Inconvenience 
may result hereafter. We consider it essential that you should reduce temporarily 
to at most 30 lacs. We feel no confidence that even this will give us sufficient 
relief. We shall ask you to enlarge again as soon as we can safely do so. 

13 
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No. 29. 


Trrecram to the Viceroy, April 8, 1880, 
Telegraph immediately present state of your balances. 


No. 30. 


Tetecram to the Viceroy, April 9, 1880. 


Yours 8th. Much surprised by contents. What has caused unexpected and 
excessive war demand? I reduce to 40 lacs in notice next week, but further 
sudden drop, in middle of busy season, to 30 lacs would excite much adverse 
criticism, and probably cause Indian securities to fall in value, Obtain temporary 
assistance to meet present pressure. 


No. 31. 


TeExecramM from the VicEroy, April 10, 1880. 


Balance end of I"ebruary 13,103 lacs ;* estimated balance end of March 1,260; 
April 1,075; May only 897 lacs ; but such estimates are usually too unfavourable, 
Excessive military drain chiefly explains deficiency from the regular Estimate. 


No. 32. 


Texearam to the Viceroy, April 13, 1880. 


From yours 10th it appears there is an unexpected deficiency by end of May, 
when balances should be about same as at end of March, of 52 crores. Allowing 
1 crore for excess bills and opium, there remains 43 crores. How is this accounted 
for? What is your present estimate of war expenditure, excluding railways, for 
1879/80 and 1880/81, and what for each month from February to June 1880 
inclusive ? Please explain why estimated deficiency of 14 crores in March, and 
change in situation, were not reported sooner. As you evidently must have a 
loan, it is most important not to damage your credit by suddenly reducing draw- 
ings. Bills will, therefore, be advertised for 40 lacs for at least next two weeks. 
Surely this small addition of 10 lacs weekly over your proposed 30, and payable 
in May, cannot materially affect your position. 


No. 33. 
Despatcu to the Government or Inpta, April 15, 1880, No. 119 (Financial).t 


My Lorp, 

Para. 1. It is with much regret that I have found myself unable to accede 
to the request contained in your telegrams of the 13th, 17th and 23rd of March, 
for a reduction of the amount of bills which is now being weckly offered for sale ; 
and I desire to draw the attention of your Government to the following con- 
siderations. 4 

2. At the time of the pressure on your Treasury arising from the famine In 
Southern India, your difficulties were greatly relieved by the reduction of the 
drawings of the Secretary of State in Council. The balances of the Home 
Treasury were thereby brought down to an unusually low point; but the strain 
caused by the war last year prevented the remittance by you of the sum needed 
to replenish them. The arrangements made with regard to the payment of ca 
East Indian Railway annuity and the dividend on the India 4 per cent. stoc 
issued in exchange for that at 5 per cent. will, however, throw on the Home 
Treasury an additional expenditure of 920,000/. in April 1881, which, together 
with the other liabilities, will involve a payment of upwards of 1,900,0000. between 
the 1st and 5th of April in that and future years. In view of this state of sas 
it became evident that, considering the improved condition of your finances, 7 
would not be prudent longer to delay the remittance from India of the ee 
required to bring the cash balances in the Home ‘Treasury on the 3tst of Mare 
1881 up to a sum of about. 2,000,000/. ‘iot 

3. Accordingly, in the estimate forwarded with my Despatch of the lI oa 
December Jast, No. 484, the cash balance on the 31st of March 188] was ir : 
at 1,958,525. (which was altered to 1,985,825/. by my telegram of the 71% 
* Sic. ¢ Rs. 13,10,30,000. 

+ Approved by the Secretary of State in Council, April 13th. 
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February), and, for this purpose, it was calculated that 16,900,000/ must be 
remitted from India in the year 1880-81, at an average of 39 lacs a week. 

4. On receiving that Despatch, your Excellency, in a Letter, dated the 
7th of January, No. 9, requested me to reduce the demand to 16,000,0002., and, 
in order to judge whether it was absolutely necessary that I should accede to 
the request, at the risk of great inconvenience in this country, I inquired at what 
amount you estimated your surplus in 1880-81, and your cash balance at the 
close of that year. 

5. Inreply, you telegraphed on the 14th of February that the surplus was 
estimated at about 40 lacs, and the balance in India on the 31st of March 1881 
at 1,225 lacs, after borrowing 150 lacs. As I could see no reason why you 
should abstain from borrowing the full amount of 24 crores which has been 
authorised for outlay on Productive Public Works, if it was needed to give you 
the requisite balance, I informed you, by a telegram of the 17th of February, 
that, holding that view, I considered your arguments not sufficient to justify me 
in borrowing here, even temporarily, which would be necessary if the drawings 
were reduced. 

6. On receiving this decision, your Government determined to announce the 
Financial Estimate for the coming year, as reported in your Excellency’s telegram 
of the 24th of February, as showing a surplus of 417,000/., the drawings of the 
Home Government being taken at 16,900,000/.; and you added that “ no loan” 
was “to be raised in coming year according to present intentions, unless events 
* not now forseen occur, but power to borrow in case of need reserved.” The 
closing balances would, however, be reduced to 11,444,000/. 

7. In the 9th paragraph of your Letter of the 25th of February, No. 81, it is 
stated that this “decision to endeavour to carry on the public service during 
“ 1880-81 without a loan may entail wpon us some inconyenience in the course 
“of the year, by reason of the depletion of our balances. But,” you add, 
“ we deliberately determined to face this inconvenience in order that we might 
“ announce so satisfactory an evidence of the sound state of our finances.” 

8. I find it difficult to reconcile with these words the request made in your 
telegram of the 13th of March, that I would reduce my drawings as much as 
possible, because you would “not be able to meet continued drawings at 45 or 
“ even 40 lacs without borrowing.” 

9. In the 52nd paragraph of my Despatch of the 17th of July 1879, No. 261, 
I pointed out the importance of your ‘making such arrangements in future years 
‘as will admit of the largest drawings at the time when your treasuries are at 
the fullest, if the rate of exchange should then he favourable,” as drawings on 
a large scale in the summer can never be relied on, and it is necessary that the 
heavier portion of the demand should be placed on the market in the height of 
the export season, if the average required throughout the year is to be preserved. 
In 1878 an allotment of 50 lacs was made cach week, from the 6th of March to 
the 8th of May; and, similarly, in this year, having taken care that the total 
drawings in 1879-80 should not put a greater strain on your treasury than you 
were prepared to mect,* I deemed it essential that, with the prospect of a large 
trade and a rising rate of exchange, the opportunity of receiving in the month of 
April some considerable portion of the remittances required during the year should 
not be thrown away. Your available balances, moreover, as estimated for the 
3lst of March 1880, were at a higher point than they had been in recent years,t 





* Drawings in 1879-80, 
Rs. 








Original estimate = - - - = 18,95,20,000 
Revised estimate of 16th October 1879 - - - 18,94,52,059 
Actual drawings : Rs. 
Bills - - - = 18,35,00,000 
Gold - . - ” - 60,71,681 
Total - - + Rs, 18,95,71,681 
t Balances in India 31st March. 
3. 
J877 - - - - - - 12,75,06,980 
Rs. 
1878 - . . - - 14,49,83,020 
Less Cash Subscriptions to Transfer Loan — 1,40,94,800 
13,08,88,220 
1879 . - = - - + 12,79,21,530 
1880 (estimate) - - - - ~ - 14,19,30,750 


14 


72 


and there seemed no reason why my demands should not be me 
balances being subsequently replenished either by a loan for 
or by temporary assistance, which you state that you anticipa 
obtaining. 

10. Your Excellency inquires whether it would not be possible to increase the bills 
from November as easily as now, but at that time of year the demand on account 
of the ensuing export season has scarcely commenced, and, as a matter of fact, it 
has been found impossible to be sure of obtaining even a moderate amount at 
that time, regardless of the rate at which tenders may be made. 

11. I am thus forced to the conclusion that, unless the drawings are continued 
so long as there is a good demand for bills, there would be no alternative but to 
raise money by borrowing in England at a later period of the year. Such a step 
would, in my opinion, be far more damaging to the credit of the Government 
than the raising of a loan in India; and as, Moreover, the necessity for it would 
manifestly have been caused by your refraining from strengthening your balances 
by the usual loan in India, while proceeding to incur an outlay of more than three 
millions sterling during the year on Productive Public Works, it would be alleged 
that it was the expenditure on such works which made the occasion for borrowing 
in this country, and hence the recommendations of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons would have been disregarded, and the pledges given by Her 
Majesty’s Government to Parliament would have been violated. 

12. Independently, too, of these considerations, there are grave objections to 
any addition to the sterling debt. Many measures have been adopted in recent 
years which, though reducing the Military and Civil expenditure in India, have 
added considerably to the non-effective charges in this country ; and the policy 
of constructing public works through the agency of the State, while greatly 
Increasing the payments for stores purchased in England, has led to a discon- 
tinuance of the raising and deposit in the Home Treasury of railway capital 
which for many years aided the Government in meeting the demands. On 
extraordinary emergencies, such as the famine in Southern India, it may become 
impossible to avoid resorting to a loan in England, again increasing the expen- 
diture for which remittances must be made from India. From these and similar 
causes, it has happened that the amount of bills which it has been necessary to 
offer for sale has risen from 6,789,473/. in 1864-65 to 13,939,095/. in 1872-73 (in 
neither of which years was any money raised by loan in this country), and is now 
further increased to 17,000,000/. (reduced to 15,000,000/. by the Joan from the 
British Government) in 1879-80, and 16,900,000. for 1880-81. Borrowing in 
England merely to reduce the amount of the Secretary of State’s drawings, can 
only purchase temporary relief at the expense of greater embarrassment hereatter, 
and it must be obvious that, unless some reduction of the debt in England he 
made in seasons of financial prosperity, the time may come when it will be 
impossible to meet the increasing requirements of the Home Government by 
drafts on India. 

13. [trust that you will find no serious difficulty in surmounting the present 
inconvenience caused by my decision, and that on another occasion your financial 
arrangements will be so made that no doubt may exist as to your power of 
meeting drawings of even 50 lacs a week at this period of the year, if the necessities 
of the Home Treasury and the condition of the markct make it desirable to offer 
so large an amount. ieuy of es 

14. Ihave only further to observe that it is, in my opinion, better that a 
moderate sum should be borrowed each year for productive works, than that the 
cash balances should be dangerously reduced at one season and be refilled by an 
unusually large loan in the following year. . cao 

15. Since this Despatch was written, I have received your Excellency’s furt . 
telegram of the 8th instant, stating that the outgoing from your Treasury for the 
war is very alarming, far exceeding the estimate, and that it is, in your opinie 
essential that the drawings should be temporarily reduced to at most 30 Bee 
week, thougb you feel no confidence that even this will give you sufficient se Icl. 
Your telegram gave no information regarding the state of your balances, an 
therefore inquired on the same day what is the present amount. tof 

16. In the discussion which took placc in the Legislative Council on the Qnd 0 
March, your Excellency referred to the remarkable accuracy of your estimates : 
the expenditure on the war, so far as it had yet been possible to verify them ; fees 
I am not aware of any development of the military operations which was not en 
seen, and should not have been provided for, two months ago, when the net 


t for the time, your 
productive works, 
te no difficulty in 
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was estimated at 4,060,000/. during the year 1880-81, including the frontier rail- 
ways, or about 2,000,000/. for the military operations proper. 

17. Assuming, however, that, in addition to this outlay of 2,000,000/. during 
the whole year, you now find it probable that further expenditure to even the extent 
of another 2,000,0002. will be needed during the next six months, your balances 
can in July, if not earlier, be replenished by a loan of 24 millions for Productive 
Public Works, and they will then, ifin other respects your estimates prove correct, 
be higher than they were taken when Sir John Strachey made his Financial 
Statement. 

18. Moreover, I am apprehensive that the sudden reduction of the drawings 
which you urge would impress the public with the belief that your estimates were 
untrustworthy, and that some emergency was anticipated which made it necessary 
for the Home Government to come to your assistance. I have, accordingly, not 
thought it right to invite tenders on the 2Ist instant for less than 40 lacs, but a 
further reduction will be made as soon as the position of the market and the 
requirements of the Home Treasury justify such a step. 

19. The following telegram was sent to your Excellency on the 9th instant :— 
* Yours 8th. Much surprised by contents. What has caused unexpected 
“ and excessive war demand? Ireduce to 40 lacs in notice next week, 
“ but further sudden drop in middle of busy season to 30 lacs would excite 
‘‘ much adverse criticism, and probably cause Indian securities to fall in value. 
‘‘ Obtain temporary assistance to meet present pressure.” 

I have, &c. 
CRANBROOK. 


No. 34. 
TrevecRAM from the Viceroy, April 15th 1880, 


Your Lordship’s telegram 13th. Some mistake must have occurred in the 
transmission of my message of the 10th. Balances then telegraphed were, March 
1,260; May 897; difference 363, not 525 lacs. Bills paid intermediately are a 
principal factor in the relation between March and May balances. In 1878 we 
paid 363, and balances fell 21 iacs. This year we expected, on the assumption 
that the 45 allotments would continue, to pay 405 lacs, besides which we esti- 
mated our war expenditure 125 lacs. We are carefully revising war estimate by 
our present information, and telegraph result soon. Balances telegraphed on 
your requisition on 10th were usual monthly estimate, compiled by the Comp- 
troller from the returns of the Accountant General, which had been received only 
on the 9th. As already said, such estimates are ordinarily too Jow, and are useful 
only as general indication of the prospect of our resources. We will telegraph 
actual March balances in a fortnight. We will not object further to your drawing 
40 lacs twice, and then reducing to 35, leaving for future consideration whether 
we can dispense with further reduction. We have ascertained that, in case of 
need meantime, Bengal Bank can give us temporary assistance. We must pro- 
bably issue loan carly in May for the full amount. of our productive expenditure. 
Whcthcr even this will suffice for the service of the year will depend on actual 
cost of the war. 





No. 35. 


Tenrecram to the Viceroy, April 19th 1880. 

Your explanation by no means accounts for whole anticipated reduction of 
balances from Budget estimate 1,419 lacs on 31st March. Send as soon as 
possible detailed letter, explaining wide deviation from original Budget. Tele- 
graph proposals regarding loan, before announcing. 





No. 36. 
Trenecram from the Viczzoy, April 20th 1880. 


Until clearer idea can be formed of the probable course of events in Af- 
ghanistan, and probable date of our withdrawal from the country, which we are 
Q 1468. 
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most anxious to complete as quickly as possible, it is impossible to frame with 
any confidence revised estimate of the future and total cost of the war, The 
following statement of our present anticipation must be, therefore, taken with 
great reserve, and may hereafter require much correction :— 

War expenditure in February and March estimated at 75 lacs monthly 
Nevertheless, regular estimate of expenditure recorded in the account of last year 
may not be much exceeded, although we shall have adjusted as much as possible 
in the account of that year. 

With regard to this year, it was hoped, when the Budget estimates were 
made, that the war expenditure would be more rapidly reduced by the withdrawal of 
our troops than has been since found possible. On the contrary, the number of 
troops has been greatly increased, in order to meet new combinations and proba- 
bility of attack in various directions ; and it is clear that troops cannot be with- 
drawn as soon as had been hoped. 

Expenditure on carriage and supplies of all kinds has greatly increased. 
Prices have become enormous. Yamine rates rule at Peshawur and Rawul Pindee. 
Probable result will be a large increase of expenditure over Budget estimate. 

From April inclusive, monthly expenditure is now estimated at 50 lacs. If 
the war continues for six months on something like present scale, estimate of two 
crores may have to be increased to 54 or 6 crores, of which one crore may 
possibly not be recorded till next year. Ifthe regular estimate of the expendi- 
ture to be recorded in the account of last year be exceeded, preceding estimate for 
two later years may be proportionately reduced; on the other hand, if the ex- 
penditure recorded in the account of last year is less than regular estimate, it may 
be increased. 

We shall telegraph immediately about proposed loan. 





No. 37. 


Minute by Mr. Stanuore, Under Secretary of State for India, April 21, 1880, 
on the Expenditure for the Afghan War. 


Lorn Cranprook, 

ALTHOUGH our information is at present much too meagre to enable us to 
form any confident opinion, yet the recent financial telegrams from India appear 
to disclose a state of things which is disheartening, and comes upon the India 
Office as a complete surprise. It may be well at this juncture to place on record 
the information we possessed as to the expenditure for the Afghan War. _ 

The Budget of 1879-80 had estimated the war expenditure in Afghanistan for 
1878-79 at 670,0002., and for 1879--80 at two millions. On the 9th of September 
1879, after the commencement of renewed hostilities, a telegram from the V iceroy 
informed us that, “although it is of course impossible now to estimate future 
“ military expenditure in Afghanistan, it is desirable that, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
“ment should know that in all other respects our financial prospects secm to us 
“ very favourable.” And, after giving certain details of improvement, which 
were expected to result in a surplus of three millions, it is added, ‘We hope this 
“ will more than suffice to mect all probable additional expenditure in Afghanistan 
in the year 1880-8}. a4 a 

On 24th December 1879 another telegram from the Viceroy informed us tha 
the revised estimates for 1879-80 showed an improvement on the Budget ae 
(apart from war) of no less than 3,819,000/., so that, after allowing 2y ane 
frontier railways, and one million for the war, in addition to the amount ae ir 
in the Budget, the estimated deficit upon the year 1879-80 would be reduce 
from 1,395,0002. to 1,036,0004, 

The estimates themselves, received on the 12th of January 1880, fully bore out 
these statements. But the letter enclosing them added :— I 

“4, The extra one million which we have entered under ‘ Army,’ is, as yet, on : 
a very rough forecast. Until the situation in Afghanistan is more settled A - 
present, and until we are in a position to determine our future policy in regar su 
that country, it is impossible to say, with any approach to accuracy, even W 
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the whole cost of the military operations there will be, much less how much will 
be brought to account during the current year. 

«5, All that we can say at present is, that we estimate the whole cost of all the 
military operations in Afghanistan, original and renewed, to the end of the current 
year, 1879-80, at 3,600,000/., of which about 600,000/. is recorded in the accounts 
of 1878-79.” 

Ina private letter from Sir J. Strachey, dated 19th December 1879, and 
received in the middle of January, he adds, ‘‘ Considering the nature of the data 
‘ which have been at our disposal, the estimates of the cost of the military opera- 
“ tions have hitherto been singularly near the truth, and they have erred rather 
“ on the side of being too high than too low.” 

Speaking at Hackney, on the 19th January 1880, I said of the estimates for the 
war that they “are made in India by gentlemen of undoubted integrity and 
“ financial reputation. . . Their statements have hitherto been singularly 
“ accurate, and I have no reason to suppose they will be otherwise than accurate 
“ for the future.” And then I added, “ We shall approach the Budget of 
“ next year (1880-81) without any apprehension whatever. And as regards the 
“ current year (1879-80), I believe that we shall be able to meet, not only the 
“ Jargely increased cost of operations of the Afghan war, but also all the charges 
for the frontier railways we are pushing on, which is no Jess than 23 millions 
‘* for the current year, and we shall be able to meet it, I say, out of surplus 
“ revenue.” 

On the 19th of February 1880, the Secretary of State in Council, in acknow- 
ledging the receipt of the revised estimates, stated that they “ give, on the whole, 
“ a highly satisfactory view of your finances.” 

On the 24th of February a telegram from the Viceroy gave the details of the 
annual budget, as follows :— 

“ Results are highly favourable. In 1878-79, surplus 2,044,000/. ; in 1879-80, 
surplus 119,000/. ; budget estimate 1880-81, surplus 417,000/. Foregoing figures 
in each case are after paying from ordinary revenue all charges for famine, Afghan 
war, and frontier railways. 

“ War charges, 1878-79, 676,000/. ; 1879-80, 3,216,000/. ; 1880-81, 2,090,000. 
Setting off increase railways and telegraph revenues, total net expenditure on war 
to end of 1880-81, 53 millions. Frontier railways, present year 1,670,000/., next 
year 2,270,000/.; total, 34 millions. . . . . War estimates have hitherto 
proved very accurate, and are believed to be ample for all contingencies now 
contemplated.” 

The Financial Statement itself (received in London on March 12th) states :— 

“8, The original estimates provided for an additional military expenditure of 
2,000,000/. for the war in Afghanistan. If the war had ended with the treaty of 
Gundamak, J believe that this estimate would not have been exceeded. . 

‘© 27. The estimates of the cost of the war must, of course, be to a great 
extent speculative ; but they have been prepared with much care, and their 
accuracy up to the present time is highly creditable to Major Newmarch and the 
Military Department. There is no reason to suppose that they err on the side of 
being too low. To what extent it will be found hereafter that stores, chiefly 
camp equipage, have been expended and wasted and lost, we cannot possibly 
know accurately until the war is over; but everything bought for the war is 
included in the estimates, and the reserves in our arsenals are being maintained at 
as proper standard, the cost being charged for the present as current expen- 

iture.” 

It will be seen that, whereas the revised estimates in December had shown that 
(apart from war) the prospects of 1879-80 had improved by no less than 3,819,0002., 
the circumstances had so far changed in J*ebruary that the improvement was 
estimated at 4,400,000/., while the war expenditure payable in the financial 
year 1879-80 was expected to excecd the December estimate only by 216,0G0/. 
The estimate of war expenditure in 1880-81, including, as it did, the charge for 
further military operations, was, of course, of a more uncertain character. Upon 
this estimate, of course, various opinions have been expressed at the India Office ; 
but as regards that for the ycar 1879-80 I never heard any doubt expressed there, 
and indeed it was in India alone that any data existed for framing cither of them. 

So satisfied did the Government. of India appear to be with their estimates, 
that they not only remitted certain export dutics, and mnanimously resolved to 
abandon the proposed extension of the License ‘l'ax, but they also refused ‘y 
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borrow anything at all, even in aid of the capital expenditure upon productiy 

: ; € 
Public Works, and they pressed forward, as a charge upon the revenue of the 
year, an extensive system of frontier railways. 

In the “Times” of Monday, 8th March, a long telegram described the debate 
on the budget which had taken place in Calcutta on the previous Tuesday, and 
the Viceroy in the coursc of his speech was reported to have said, “ He now cane 
* to Mr. Gladstone’s last allegation.* It was that the Indian Government had 
deliberately falsified its military accounts to conceal the real cost of the Afghan 
“ war.” After expressing his indignation at the charge, he went on to add: 
“So far from seeking to conceal the true cost of the war, they had charged 

against it all stores and material, as well as the cost of . frontier railways, tela 
graphs, and postal communication.” 

The text of the Viceroy’s speech, since received, confirms this account, and he 
goes on to say: “Our estimates, so far as it has hitherto been possible to verify 
“ them, have proved to be remarkably accurate.” 

On the 12th of March there was a debate in the House of Commons on the cost 
of the Afghan war, when I took occasion in answer to Mr. Gladstone to deny the 
statement that the full cost of the war had not been put forward, and said that I 
believed that the Government of India “ had put forward as honestly as any Go- 
‘“* vernment could, every item of expenditure that could possibly be included” in 
the cost. 

Up to that time no information, either public or private, had reached us, which 
tended to show that the estimates for the war would be exceeded, and it was 
only on the 17th of March that the first note of alarm was sounded, in a telegram 
from the Viceroy which stated, ‘‘ Opening balance, 14 crores, estimate only; 
“ remains to be seen whether it will be realized. . . . . We have to meet 
“ constant military drain, ultimate aggregate amount of which quite uncertain.” 
Even this telegram, as it referred only to an increase in our drawings from 40-te 
45 lacs, did not seem to be very serious.. At this time the annual migration to 
Simla was commencing, and Sir John Strachey had already left Calcutta. : 

On the 23rd of March we heard further, “ cost of war still quite uncertain,” 
and on the 8th of April, ‘ outgoing from our Treasury for the war very alarming, 
“ far exceeding estimate.’ All these telegrams, with the answers to them, were, 
according to the usual course, submitted to the Finance Committee and your 
Council. 

It is no part of my present purpose to make any comment on these recent tele- 
grams, which may, I hope, prove to be exaggerated, but as to which much further 
information is required. 


PS 


” 


ce 


[EpwarD STANHOPE. 





No. 38. 
“Tenecram from the Viceroy, April 21, 1880. 


With reference to my telegram of yesterday, we consider it essential {0 rarse 
as quickly as possible loan of 330 lacs of rupces, being full estimated a 
diture on productive works. For the reason given in our Budget Despatch 
we propose 44 per cent. Joan. Draft notification will reach Financial aay 
6th May, which we propose publishing 7th. Please publish simultaneously, 
substituting amount herein telegraphed, leaving all dates unchanged. | e 

We hope Her Majesty’s Government will borrow in London anything dade 
be necessary additional during the ycar, if, in consequence of prolongation of o 
war, further help becomes unavoidable. May we promise that nothing more wl 
be borrowed in India ? 





* This, Mr. Gladstone, on 12th March 1880, explains to have never been “ his allegation. ZF Ve 
« the allegation of others, given to him with such an appearance of truth that he thought it ght 
+f * s : ” 
“ mention it publicly, in order that if inaccurate it might be contradicted. 
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No. 39. 
Desratcu to the Government of India, April 22, 1880, No. 133 (Financial). 


My Lonp, 
Para. 1. In the 16th paragraph of my Despatch of the 15th instant, No. 


119, I mentioned that I had found it necessary to telegraph, on the 8th of April, 
for information regarding the present amount of your cash balances, and in the 
last paragraph I referred to the telegram which I addressed to your Excellency 
on the following day, inquiring the cause of the unexpected and excessive war 
demand, and explaining that, in view of the importance of taking no step which 
should adversely affect Indian securities, I could not reduce the weekly drawings 
below 40 lacs at present. 

2. On the 10th of April your Excellency telegraphed the balance at the end 
of February as ‘13,103 lacs,” which I understand to mean Rs. 13,10,30,000, 
The estimate of your balances at the end of March was 1,260 lacs; at the end of 
April 1,075 lacs, and at the end of May only 897 lacs; but you added that 
“such estimates are usually too unfavourable.” The excessive military drain 
would, you stated, chiefly explain the deficiency from the regular estimate. 

3. According to the estimate formed towards the close of February you 
anticipated a balance on the 31st of March of Rs. 14,19,30,000, and as, in normal 
years, the balance at the end of May is not lower than two months previously, 
there would have been reason to expect that the balance on the 3lst of May 
would be as high as Rs. 14,19,30,000. Your present estimate of Rs. 8,97,00,000, 
therefore, shows a deficiency of Rs. 5,22,30,000, which can be only attributed to 
a falling off in the receipts (which has not been suggested), or to expenditure not 
foreseen at the time that the Budget was prepared. 

4. In your telegram of the 28rd of March three reasons were assigned as having 
brought about a change in the situation. The first of these was the fact that, 
notwithstanding the explicit instructions in my Despatch of the 17th of July 1879, 
No. 261, para. 52, you had ‘made no provision for any advance,” by which I 
understand you to mean that you had inade no provision in the early part of the 
official year for any increase in the amount of my bills during that period above 
the weekly average of 39 lacs. Thus, it would seem that, although you were 
aware that it was necessary to draw on the average 39 lacs of rupees a week 
throughout the year, and had told me that you had arranged your Budget 
on that understanding, you had made preparation for meeting no more than 
that amount of bills during the latter part of April and May, to be drawn while 
the export scason was at its height, notwithstanding the well known impossibility 
of maintaining such an average throughout the summer. In my Despatch of 
the 15th instant, I impressed upon your Excellency the necessity of meeting 
More than the average at such a time; and, therefore, I nced now only observe 
that, on the assumption that you have to pay in April and May nine drawings of 
45 lacs instead of two of 40 and seven of 39 lacs, for which it would appear that 
you estimated, the reduction of your balances attributable to this cause is only 
52 lacs, 

5. Another reason assigned as affecting your position is the expectation of an 
abnormally large opium crop. ‘The estimated charge under the head of Opium 
was entered in the Budget as 2,160,000/. ; ] have uo information as to the amount 
which you now expect to pay, but [ find that the heaviest charge defrayed in any 
year was 2,942,000/, so that the excess can scarcely be expected to exceed 
682,000/., of which it is improbable that the whole will be incurred by the end of 
May. I may observe, moreover, that this charge is of such a character that the 
amount should have been foreseen when your Financial Statement was made. 

6. The third ground assigned for anticipating decreased balances is that, since 
your estimate was framed, you have “sent to form reserves and to accumulate 
‘‘ immediately six months’ supplies for troops in field.’ When the Budget 
Statement was prepared, some portion of the sum of 3,216,000/. inserted in your 
Regular Estimate for 1879-80 must have been in hand to meet the expenditure 
during the five wecks which remained of the year; and you were satisfied with 
the provision, in addition thereto, of an amount of 2,090,000/. for the whole of 
the year 1880-81. At the very least, one sixth of the latter sum, or 350,0004,, 
must have been expected to be spent in the first two months of the official year. 
From your telegram of the 15th of April, I gather that you now estimate the 
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outlay during those two months at 1,250,000/., or 906,000/. in excess, in additi 
to which the difference of 1,593,000/. between your estimates of 24th Febru 
and 10th April, as to the amount of the closing balance on the 31st of March 
is said to be chiefly due to “excessive military drain.” , 

7. Adding together these unanticipated advances on account of Military ex. 
penditure, charges for opium, and payment of bills, I arrive at an amount of 
3,693,000/.,* which might possibly have to be met from your balances by the 
31st of May; but this falls short by 1,530,000/. of the deficiency between your 
vie estimate for the 31st of March and your present estimate for the end of 

ay.t 

8. Finding that, after allowing 1,000,000/. for the probable excess under the 
heads ot Bills and Opium advances to the end of May, there was a difference 
between these two estimates of 4,223,000/., I telegraphed on the 13th instant to 
know how this was to be accounted for, and I asked for more detailed estimates 
regarding the outgoings on account of war. In your reply of the 15th you observe 
that some mistake must have occurred, as your balances at the end of March 
were estimated at 1,260 lacs; but in saying this you overlook the necessity for an 
explanation of the discrepancy between that estimate and the former one giving 
1,419 lacs. You further state that the “ bills paid intermediately are a principal 
‘ factor in the relation between March and May balances;” but, as the antici- 
pated weekly drawiugs of 45 lacs would not in the nine weeks be more than 52 or 
54 lacs above the average of 39 lacs weekly which you seem to have taken in the 
estimate, it cannot be admitted that such a reduction is a “ principal factor” ina 
deficiency of either 363 or 525 lacs.t 

9. It seems evident that your difficulties must mainly have arisen from an under- 
estimate of your liabilities in regard to the war; and I am desirous of drawing 
your attention to the manner in which this question has been placed before Her 
Majesty’s Government. On the 24th of February your Financial Statement was 
published, showing an anticipated expenditure on account of military operations in 
1880-81, amounting to 2,090,000/., subject to reduction by railway and telegraph 
receipts. So sanguine were you of the adequacy of this estimate, that you deter- 
inined not to proceed with the revision of the License Taxes which had been 
proposed to me as tending to remove certain inequalities felt to be injurious, and 
had received my cordial sanction, and you abandoned the measure, notwithstand- 
ing some urgency on my part, because you stated that in the flourishing state of 
your finances neither your Excellency nor any member of your Government was 
prepared to proceed with that part of it which involved fresh taxation. You 
further determined to remit the export duties on certain articles, and you resolved 
on the unusual step of meeting, during a time of war, an expenditure of 3,312,000. 
for Productive Public Works, without resorting to the money market for a loan. 
At the same time, you informed me that you had deliberately determined to face 
any inconvenience resulting from the depletion of your balances, in order that you 
might announce so satisfactory an evidence of the sound state of your finances. 

10. In reliance on these assurances, statements were made in Parliament on the 
part of Her Majesty’s Government, in the full belief that the expectation of a 
surplus rested on a sure basis. Yet on the 13th of March, or less than three 
weeks from the time when your statement had been laid before the public with so 
much confidence, your Government found itself unable to meet the usual drawings 
at this time of year; on the 17th of March you tclegraphed regarding the 
“ constant military drain,’ of which the “ ultimate aggregate amount a 
“ quite uncertain,” and on the 23rd you informed me that you had been oblige 
“ to form reserves, and to accumulate immediately six months’ supplies for troops 





£ 
* War in February and March - - - - 1,593,000 
» in Apriland Mny  - - - - - 900,000 
Opium advances - : - - = 680,000 
Bills : ‘ - . : - 520,000 
£3,693,000 





{ Nore.—Sinec this despatch was wriften, it has been expkiined that this deficiency of 1,880,000" 
j- accounted for by the drawings of the Seeretary of State during Mareh and April ne he 
yrenter than in the average of previous years, so that, apart from other causes, the balances 
end of May would have been considerably less than those at the end of March. 
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« in field,” in consequence of which it was impossible to fulfil your undertaking to 
meet the wants of the Home Treasury. It further appears that the estimate of 
9,090,000/. was so utterly inadequate for the War expenditure to be incurred 
beyond that provided for 1879-80, that by the end of May a sum of nearly 
9,500,000/. has to be met in excess of that for which you had made provision. 

11. Your Excellency will of course understand that I am not now expressing 
any opinion as to the necessity for this unexpected charge for military expendi- 
ture, which must be determined by other than financial considerations, but I can- 
not avoid the conclusion that, considering the extent of the military operations in 
progress, it was not prudent to reject the means of improving your revenue, and 
of increasing your cash balances. It is now shown by your telegrains that those 
balances have in your opinion been reduced to so dangerous an extent, that the 
transfer of even 50 lacs of the home remittance to an earlier period of the year 
than you had estimated imposed such pressure that you “cannot answer for the 
consequences.” Even now that your difficulty has been laid before me, the in- 
formation is so meagre and so inconsistent with the previous announcements, that, 
having in view the extreme importance of mecting the remittances required for 
the Home Treasury, the absolute necessity of raising in India whatever amount 
is needed for the purposes of your Government, so far as that can be done with- 
out imprudently straining the resources of the local money market, and the 
necessity for avoiding any sudden step which may cause Indian securities to be 
depreciated, I have not felt justified in making any but a gradual reduction of the 
drawings. In my telegram of the 10th of April, therefore, I stated that bills 
would be advertised for 40 lacs for at least two weeks. In your reply of the 15th 
your Excellency says, ‘‘ We will not object further to your drawing 40 lacs twice, 
“and then reducing to 35, leaving for future consideration whether we can 
“ dispense with further reduction.” I trust that, before the time arrives for 
deciding this point, you will have been able to send the estimate of outgoings on 
account of the war called for by my telegram of the 13th of April. This, how- 
ever, is insufficient without a detailed explanation of the wide deviation from the 
original Budget; and accordingly, in my telegram of the 19th instant, I have 
requested that Her Majesty’s Government may be furnished with a letter as soon 
as possible, giving the requisite information. 

12. Since this Despatch was written I have received your Lxcellency’s telegram 
of the 20th of April, from which I learn that the expenditure on military opera- 
tions in February and March is estimated to have been 1,500,000/, the bulk of 
which, however, seems likely to fall into the present year as a matter of account; 
and that in April and May it is expected to amount to 1,000,000/ — It is not 
stated that this outlay is in excess of that provided in your Budget; but, 
assuming it to be so, the total of 2,500,000/. to the end of May corresponds 
almost exactly with the sum reckoned in the calculation given in the 7th para- 
graph of this Despatch. The discrepancy of 1,530,000/, in the estimates of the 
cash balances is therefore still unexplained. 

13. In addition to the excess of 1,500,000/. in February and March, you now 
contemplate the possibility of an excess on account of the war expenditure of 
3,500,0002. or 4,000,0002. in 1880-81, of which, perhaps, 1,000,0002. may not be 
brought to account till 1881-82. In place, theretore, of an anticipated surplus of 
417,000/., the result of the current year may be a deficit of 35 or 4 millions, in 
addition to a charge of one million deferred to the following ycar. 

I have, &c., 
CRANBROOK. 





No. 40. 
TreiecraM to the Viceroy, April 22, 1880. 
Yours as to proposed loan. As only holding office until successor named, 
cannot deal with the matter. 
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No. 4]. 


‘Tetecram from the Viceroy, April 29, 1880. 


Actual closing balances exceed 13 crores. Chief cause of the d 


a : efici , 
military outgoings underrated 60 lacs, and London bills paid 28, ae 


i s Revenu 
returns satisfactory. Aggregate collection under all principal heads approximates 


closely to the regular estimate. 
Will telegraph further about the war. expenditure immediately, 





No. 42. 
Extract from Terecram to the Viceroy, April 30, 1880. 
Amount (of loan), if announced as for Productive Works only, must not exceed 
313 lacs for fixed grant and East Indian ; but you may advertise larger loan if war 
venders it necessary. Make no promises as te further borrowing. Time must be 


allowed me to consider proposed notification. Telegraph necessary alterations, 
and await approval before any publication. 





No. 43. 


TeLecram from the Vicrroy, May 3, 1880. 


Summary of Despatch regarding war estimates issuing to-morrow :— 

Paras. 1 and 2 report belief that cost of war will seriously exceed estimates in 
Financial Statement. 

Paras. 3 and 4 send memorandum by Military Accountant General, detailing 
manner in which estimates made, with Minute by Sir Edwin Johnson showing 
that estimates were examined and accepted by Military Department, and, on official 
advice of that Department, dated 26th January, embodied by Financial Depart- 
inent in Budget. Military Department maintained estimate till last, and Financial 
Department saw no cause for distrust. 

Para. 5. Early in March, uneasiness being caused by unexpected large demands 
on frontier treasuries, fresh inquiries showed that drafts of Military Department so 
much exceeded normal payment as to suggest strong doubts of accuracy of 
Military Department estimates. \ 

Para. 6. Although balances in Military treasure chests very large, and other 
causes mentioned may reduce obligations, cannot now doubt that total war charges 
will much exceed estimates, 

Paras. 7 and 8. Cannot yet send satisfactory new estimates, but will telegraph 
latest cstimates before Financial Statement made to Parliament. For the present, 
advise addition of at least 4 crores to estimate for 1880-81. Responsible officers 
of Military Department still confidently expect that 10 crores will not be nearly 
reached, but Financial Department fears that it may rather be exceeded. Caretul 
inquiry as to possible neglect of precautions and individual responsibility being 
made. Although amount of War charges outstanding from 1879-80 and adjust- 
able in 1880-81 will be much larger than expected, not anticipated that amount 
brought to account in former year will seriously differ from regular estimate. 
Condition of finances in all other respects as satisfactory as described in I' inancial 
Statement. We still belicve that, apart from war, there would have been surplus 
of four millions in both past and present years, and we modify no favourable antl: 
cipations of Financial Statement. i, os 

Military Member’s minute assumes complete responsibility for War are 
states reasons for which Military Department accepted them and recommen ay 
adoption by Financial Department, and causes which were not foreseen, and Be 
led to their insufficiency. Among these are specially noticed purchase, instead’ 0° 
hire, of great proportion of transport,—purchase and transport of six months in 
plies to be stored at front before hot weather, —enormous increase in price of a 
supplics and stores, both at base and in Afghanistan,—necessity of pee 
increased wages to all followers from dread of service and other causcs,—necess i 
of works to maintain positions and protect troops consequent on prolongation 
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war; local resources being exhausted, supplies and transport have to be sent from 
distant provinces, at constantly increasing cost. States that, when War Estimate 
was nade, it was believed by Military Department sufficient to provide for war 
expenditure at rates found sufficient for preceding year. Insuch operations cost 
increases in progressive ratio with continuance. 

Memorandum by Military Accountant-General shows, in detail, manner in 
which Estimates were prepared in usual course by the three Military Controllers, 
and revised by him. 

We have thought it necessary to publish here greater part of Despatch and 
Minute to prevent mischievous misapprehensions. 





No. 44, 
"TELEGRAM from the Viceroy, May 13, 1980. 
April balance 1,150 lakhs. 





No. 45. 
Lerter from the Government or Inpia, May 4, 1880, No. 142 (Financial). 


My Lorp Marauts, 

By Viscount Cranbrook’s telegram dated 19th April we were instructed 
to send, as soon as possible, a detailed letter explaining the wide deviation of the 
closing balance of 1879-80 from the “original budget,” by which we understand 
his Lordship to have meant the closing balance brought out by the Regular 
Estimates published on the 24th February last. 

2. In this instruction, Lord Cranbrook refers to the revised estimate of 
1,260 lakhs as the closing balance of the year, which, in obedience to His 
Lordship’s request, we telegraphed on the 10th April. In our message of 
that date, and again on the 15th April, we were careful to explain that inter- 
mediate estimates of the kind are usually too unfavourable, and that they are 
useful only as a general indication of the prospects of our resources. Being 
familiar with such estimates, and understanding exactly the degree of confidence 
which they deserve, we are able ourselves to appreciate their value more 
correctly than a distant authority can do, and we can hardly be surprised that 
Her Majesty’s Government should have been startled by figures which, although 
the only estimates that we could supply, we should not have thought of reporting 
except in obedience to a special requisition. 

3. As we have repeatedly explained, and as is, indeed, self-evident, the 
balances remaining at our disposal on any date are the final outcome of innu- 
merable transactions at our numerous and widely-scattered treasuries and 
sub-treasuries. No estimate of the contents of our treasuries and our balances 
in the Presidency banks on any future day, with whatever care, experience 
and skill it may be made, can be, within a considerable margin, any better than 
a guess. 

4. The actual balances in our treasuries and at our credit in the Presidency 
banks, on the 31st March 1880, are now reported to have aggregated 1,301 
lakhs, which amount is still subject to correction when the remittances between 
treasuries shall have been adjusted by the Comptroller General. 

5. Appendix VIT. to the Financial Statement contains the figures which worked 
up to the closing balance of 1,419 lakhs expected according to the Regular 
Kstimates. Until the accounts of 1879-80 are completed it will be impossible to 
say, with any completeness, how those figures will be altered in order to produce 
ne balance of 1,301 lakhs now returned, or whatever may be the final adjusted 

alance, 

6. But we are able at once to offer the following general explanations of the 
deficiency of the approximately actual balance of 1,301 lakhs, as compared with 
the 1,419 lakhs of the Regular Estimates :— 

(1.) Before closing our Regular Estimates we had ascertained by telegraph 

that our balances on the 31st January had aggregated. approximately 
1,358 lakhs. They eventually proved to be only 1,352 lakhs. 
Q 1468. L 


le 
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(2.) We estimated at that time that we should pay, during Febryay 
March, Council bills for 355 Jakhs. We actually paid 383 a ae 
under-estimate is due to the bills having been presented for pa a 
with unusual promptitude, so that on the Ist April bills for onl 20 
lakhs were outstanding unpaid. : 

(3.) The Military Accountant General calculated that the demands of the 
Military Department upon us would amount during the two months 
to 280, or, to be on the safe side, 300 lakhs, which sum we adopted 
We shall not know our actual military disbursements for some littl 
time; but they are not likely to have been Jess than 350 lakhs. 

(4.) The grant for the construction of the Jhelum and Rawal Pindi Section of 
the Punjab Northern State Railway having been exhausted early in 
March, we were obliged to allow a supplementary grant for this work 
of 10 lakhs,* in order that the progress of’ this important accessory to 
our military operations might not be impeded. 

(5.) Owing to a check in the Malwa Opium and Sémbhar Lake Salt Trades, 
our principal heads of fluctuating Revenue—namely, I.—Land, IV.— 
Excise, V.—Assessed Taxes, VII.— Customs, VITI.—Salt, 1X.— Opium, 
and X,.—Stamps—yielded, in the aggregate, 8 lakhs less than we 
estimated. 

7. Thus, of the 118 lakhs by which the approximately actual closing balance 

of 1879-80 fell short of the Regular Estimate, we can account already, roughly, 
for 102 lakhs, as follows :— 


Lakhs. 
January balance over-estimated - - - - - 6 
London Bills paid under-estimated = - - - - 248 
Military disbursements under-estimated - - - - 50 
Extra grant for the Punjab Northern State Railway - - 10 
Revenue known to have been over-estimated - - - 8 
102 


8. The remaining discrepancy is unimportant: our estimate was based upon 
the assumption that, excepting the items which we have mentioned, the net 
result of the aggregate transactions in February and March, at our treasuries or 
upon our accounts at the Presidency banks, would be the same tnis year as 
last year. A variation of 17 lakhs, on the whole, between the two years 1s not 
surprising. 

We have, &c. 
Lytton. 
F. P. Hares. 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. Jounson. 
Rivers THompson. 
Arex. Fraser. 





No. 46. 
Lerrer from the Government of Inpia, May 4, 1880, No. 143 (Financial). 


My Lorp Manraurss, ; . 

In continuation of our Despatch, No. 81, dated 25th lebruary, and with 
reference to the telegrams cited below,t we regret to report, for the information of 
Her Majesty’s Government, that we have grave reasons for appré..cnding a 
the cost of the military operations in Afghanistan will seriously exceed the 
amount entered in the Iinancial Statement for 1830-81. 


* Tn our telegram dated 29th April this item was, for brevity’s sake, included with item (3) 984 
mnilitary disbursement, 


¢ Lo Secretary of State, dated 8th April. To Sceretury of State, dated Voth Ayvil. 
From a » Yh 4s, From 55 os 19th ” 
From Pe » 10th, To ‘iy » 20th ‘ 
To ” » 10th ,, To ” yy 2let ” 


From Pas » th 4 To is » 29tb yy 
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2. The total expenditure upon those operations in India was calculated in that 
document at 5,512,670/., as follows :— 


L 
In 1878-79 (Account No. 57) - - = - 600,270 
In 1879-80 (para. 130 of Statement, less expenditure from the 
Home Treasury )*. - - - - - 2,954,400 
In 1880-81 (para. 187 of Statement, less expenditure from the 
Home Treasury)* - - - - - 1,958,000 
5,512,670 


3. The estimates for 1879-80 and 1880-81 were prepared in the Military 
Department by the usual methods, with careful deliberation. We forward with 
this Despatch a Memorandum by Major Newmarch, the Military Account- 
ant General, detailing the procedure in ordinary use, describing how it was 
actually employed on the present occasion, and explaining, in particular, his 
estimates of the cost of the war. Major Newmarch submitted his estimates 
to the Military Department with a Memorandum, No. 4108, dated 19th January. 
It is shown in the Minute of our Honourable Colleague, Sir Edwin Johnson, which 
accompanies this Despatch, that those estimates were carefully examined and 
accepted in the Military Department; they were formally transferred by that 
department, on the 26th January, to the I'inancial Department, with the recom- 
mendation that they should be adopted; and they were incorporated, in usual 
course, in the Budget presented with the Iinancial Statement. 

4, The estimates were held open to revision till just before the Statement was 
made; but no correction was suggested in the Military Department, or con- 
sidered necessary in the Financial Department. On the contrary, the unexpec- 
tedly high amount of our January balances (1,352 lakhs), coupled with the 
comparatively moderate amount of the military expenditure brought on record 
up to that date, gave rise to a doubt whether the Accountant Gencral in the 
Military Department might not have entered too la:ge an amount in his Regular 
Estimate ; but it was ascertained specifically on the 18th Iebruary, six days 
before the Statement, that the Accountant General in the Military Department 
fully maintained that estimate, and it was not altered. here being thus, at that 
time, no apparent cause for distrusting the sufficiency of the Military Depart- 
ment’s estimates, Sir John Strachey, in paragraph 27 of the Financial Statement, 
while pointing out that “the estimates of the cost of the war must of course be, 
to a great extent, speculative,” said that he saw “no reason to suppose that they 
erred on the side of being too low.” 

5. Before the middle of March, however, we became uneasy at the unexpectedly 
large demands upon our frontier treasuries; and, not being satisfied with the 
result of a summary investigation of the causes, we instituted a fresh inquiry into 
the cost of the war, which has brought to light the fact that the aggregate net 
disbursements from our treasuries to the Military Department since the beginning 
of the operations have so much exceeded the normal payments to that depart- 
ment as to suggest strong doubts of the correctness of its estimates of the cost of 
the war. 

6. No doubt, the balances in the treasure chests and with the military dis- 
bursers are much in excess of the ordinary amount. Moreover, apart from the 
operations in Afghanistan, the disbursements on account of the Malta Expedition, 
the Naga disturbances, and political events in Burma have caused exceptional 
military drafts upon our treasuries ; and there may be other abnormal transactions 
which may operate, eventually, in reduction of the obligations of the Military 
Department. Nevertheless, and taking the most sanguine view of the prospects 
of the termiuution of the war, we cannot now doubt that its cost will largely 
exceed the departmental estimates. 

7. There is, however, much still to be done before we can venture to estimate 
the cost of the war afresh with any precision. It has not yet been fully explained 
why the large outflow from our treasuries in excess of the military cstimates did 
not show itself sooner in the diminution of our balances, which we are now at 
last witnessing. Nor is the Accountant General in the Military Department, an 











_ *Notr.—The “ Military Expenditure proper” in 1879-80, mentioned in paragraph 130 as 3,137,000/,, 
included 182,6002. in England, leaving the expenditure in India (exclusive of frontier railways, post 
office, and telegraphs) at 2,954,400/. Tho estimate of 1,978,000/, for 1890-81, mentioned in paragraph 
187, similarly included 20,0004 in England. 


Q 1468, 
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officer in whose prudence and ability we place the greatest con 
to reconcile the treasury figures with the estimates w 
Military Controllers. 

8. Under ordinary circumstances, we should have thought it desir 
until we could explain the facts better than is yet possible. 
of the inconvenience which must result from the failure of our war estimate and 
deem it incumbent on us to substitute for that estimate at once the most correct 
forecast that we can make with our present data, however imperfect such may be 
We hope that, before your Lordship makes the yearly Financial Statement 6 
Parliament, we may be in a position to telegraph more trustworthy estimates of 
the cost of the war than we can now make. Meanwhile, we consider that. it will 
be necessary to add at least 4,000,000/. to our estimate of the cost of the war in 
1880-81. We can only speak now with much reserve of the total amount 
which the war, apart trom the Frontier Railways, will ultimately cost. The 
responsible officers in the Military Department still confidently except that its 
cost will not be nearly so much as 10,000,000/.; but we are unable, at present, to 
reconcile this expectation with the actual outgoings from our treasuries. 

9. Our Honourable Colleague, General Sir Edwin Johnson, has recorded, 
for our information and for that of Her Majesty’s Government, a Minute, 
which we transmit herewith, describing the action of the Military Department 
throughout the whole proceedings, the manner in which the estimates for the 
war were made, and the circumstances under which the Military Department 
thought itself’ justified in recommending the Financial Department to accept 
them, and explaining, so far as this can now be done, the causes which, in our 
Honourable Colleague’s opinion, have operated, and are still operating, to render 
those estimates insuflicient. 

10. As stated by the Military Accountant General in paragraph 14 of his 
Memorandum, although it cannot now be doubted that the amount of the war 
charges outstanding at the close of 1879-80, and which will have to be adjusted 
in 1880-81, will be much larger than was anticipated, there is no reason for 
supposing that the amount of these charges brought to account in the former 
year will seriously differ from the Regular Estimate presented with the Vinancial 
Statement. 

11. The duty of supplying funds for the conduct of the operations in the 
field was entrusted to our Comptroller General, in immediate personal concert 
with the experienced Comptroller of Military Accounts in Bengal. We have not 
yet ascertained why it did not sooner occur to either of these high officers to 
warn us that the rate of outflow from our treasuries appeared to be greatly in 
excess of the estimated cost of the war. We shall use our best endeavours te 
discover by what neglect of precautions we have been misled, and to what degree, 
if at all, individual officers are responsible for such neglect. -, 

12. It seems probable that the error may be traced mainly to the peculiarity 
of the procedure for the record of our Military Accounts. As a general rule, 
to which we attach the greatest insportance, our revenue and expenditure 13 
severally brought to account immediately from the transactions at our treasuries. 
We thus know the facts many weeks before we should know thein if we were 
to wait till the Departmental Accounts were prepared and audited. In the 
Military Department and in some other departments, however, this procedure 
has been pronounced impracticable, owing to the intermixture of debt items i 
the treasury transactions and to other causes. We have long since endeavoured 
to apply in the Military Department the procedure found so convenient in othe! 
departments, but have hitherto been unable to do so. The consequence : 
that the Military Accounts, though doubtless admirably correct when comple 
ave not usually known to us for nearly three months after the end of the month 
to which they refer, and, which is still worse, even then exclude many items 
awaiting audit or adjustment. In time of war, the discrepancy between the 
audited accounts and the treasury transactions becomes, as we now expe 
to our cost, such that the progressive accounts convey a false and aaa 
impression ef the facts. We shall consider afresh whether this cannot 0 
remedied. mi aaa 

13. As we have been obliged to take the unusual course of revising our estima : 
of onc important item before the Financial Statement is made to Parliament, - 
subjoin, for any use which your Lordship may think fit to make of it, 4 sta - 
ment of the other variations from our Regular Estimates which are now know 
to us :— 


fidence, as yet abl 
hich reach him from the 


able to wait 
But we are sensible 
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Regular Approximate 
Tstimates, | “Aeconnte, | Better. | Worse, 
= as 
£ £ £ £ 
i: Tadit Revenue ‘ 22,389,000 | 22,426,200} 37,200] 
iV. Bees : 2,765,000 2.799587 | 27587; 
V. Assessed ‘Taxes 797,000 783,800 = 13,200 
eit Geione : 2,231,000} 9,983'352 | s2as2| 
VIIL. Salt : : 7,335,000 | 7,256,698 | = — 78,302 
IX. Opiua : 10,459,000 | 10,361,555; 9 — 97,445 
X. Stamps . 3,203,000 | 3192811 | — 10,189 
Tota 49,179,000 19,097,003 —_— 81,997 














14. We shall not know for some time whether the slight improvement in the 
land revenue belongs to the Revenue from Productive Works or not. Mean- 
while it had better be shown under the general head of Land Revenue. The 
deficiency under Sa/¢ is due to an unexpected intermission of the deliveries from 
the Sambhar Lake, which will, doubtless, soon be resumed. The deficiency 
under Opium is owing to a similar temporary check in the trade in Malwa 
Opium. 

15. On the whole, our estimates have been very satisfactorily realised. The 
only considerable Revenue Head of which we do not yet know the approximate 
result is that of Railways, the accounts of which cannot he quickly closed. We 
know no grounds for revising our estitnates of Railway revenue. 

16. On the expenditure side, however, 100,000/. must be added under Head 
82— Railways, being the supplementary grant made for the Jhelum-Rawalpindi 
Section of the Punjab Northern State Ratlway, as explaincd in paragraph 6 (4) 
of our Despatch No, 142 of this date. This is, in truth, part of the cost of the 
war, 

17. However disappointing it is to find that the war is likely to cost so much 
more than was expected, the permancnt effect upon the condition of our finances 
will be limited to the extent to which the charge for interest on the debt may be 
increased. In all essential respects the condition of our finances appears to us 
no less sound and satisfactory now than it did when the Financial Statement was 
made. The improvement in our general financial position remains as un- 
questionable as before; there is still no reason to doubt that, but for the war, 
our surplus of revenue over expenditure would have hardly been Jess than 
4,000,000/2., both in the year 1879-80, which has just closed, and in the year 
1880-81, which has now commenced; nor do we sce reason to modify any of 
the views regarding the past, or any of the anticipations regarding the future, 
which were set forth in the Financial Statement. 

We have, &«., 
Lytron, 
Ir. oP. Haines. 
J. StTRAcTIEY, 
E. B. Jounson, 
Rivers Tromeson, 
Arex, Frasen. 


Enclosure | in No. 46. 


Memoranoum by Mason O. RR. Newaarcu, Accountant General, Military 
Department No. 451, dated Simla, 30th April 1880, to the Secrerary to the 
Governaent or [npra, Military Department. 


Wir reference to Military Department No. 6538K, of the 28th April 1880, 
the undersigned has the honour to explain, for the information of Government, 
the course followed in the preparation of the estimates of expenditure on account. 
of the operations in Afghanistan. 

2. ‘The military estimates are prepared by the Comptrollers of Military Accounts, 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, reccived and consolidated in this branch, and 
submitted by the Military Peper to the Financial Department. In all 

2 
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ordinary cases the figures proposed by the Comptrollers—officers 0 
experience and having the advantage ot local knowledge—are 
when there is reason to suppose, from a reference to past actuals, from a co 
sideration of impending changes of organisation or other facts not known to Fe 
Comptrollers when their estimates were prepared, from the prospects of the 
harvests, from the progress of the accounts which are more advanced when the 
estimates are finally consolidated, and for other reasons, that their estimates are 
not correct, then they are increased or diminished to the extent thought to be 
necessary, in view of the foregoing considerations. 

The reasons for any variation from the figures of previous years are always 
given in abstract and in detail in the transmitting memorandum and its 
appendices. 

3. The first provision for the Kabul Campaign was made in the revised estimate 
for 1878-79. . 

In this estimate the Comptroller of Military Accounts, Bengal, provided 90 lakhs 
on this account, with the remark :— 

“ This sam may cover the extra charges that will be brought forward this year, 
but a correct estimate secms impossible at present.” The Madras Comptroller 
made no provision, The Bombay Comptroller estimated the charges at 20 lakhs; 
total of estimates 110 lakhs. Judging from the state of the accounts when the 
estimate was made up, and from the known delays in their receipt from officers 
in the field, it appeared to the undersigned that the charges to be brought into 
the ycar would not exceed 67 lakhs, and that there would remain between 50 and 
60 lakhs to be adjusted in the accounts of 1879-80. 

4. In proposing these figures the following remarks were made in paragraph 5 
of the transmitting memorandum :— 

“Looking at the two-fold uncertainty attending this item, the doubtful 
‘“‘ estimate of the probable expenditure, and the progress of adjustment, every 
** allowance must be made for any want of accord hereafter between the revised 
“ estimate and the actual charges.” ‘The amount charged in the year in India 
was Rs. 60,92,703, a tolerably close approximation to the estimate. 

This left, according to the above calculation, about 60 lakhs outstanding from 
1878-79, under the head of advances recoverable, unadjusted items, &c., which 
would have to be adjusted and charged in the accounts of 1879--80. 

5. In the budget estimates of that year, the Bengal Controller, writing on the 
17th December 1878, made no provision whatever for Kabul, remarking, “ At 
‘« present it is impossible to state what amount will be charged to this head in 
“ the accounts of 1879-80; perhaps later on more definite information than now 
‘ exists may be available.” ‘The Comptrollers of Military Accounts, Madras and 
Bombay, made no provision for the “ Kabul operations,” having no information 
as to whether the war was likely to extend to the year 1879-80, or, if it did, as 
to how long it might be expected to continue. Allowing for the arrears to be 
brought forward from 1878-79, and in the anticipation of an early termination of 
the campaign, the extra expenditure of the year was estimated in this branch at 
200 Jakhs, with the following remark :—“ It is, of course, impracticable to form 
“ any trustworthy estimate of the year, but it is not considered necessary to 
‘“ make any larger provision on this account at present than the above sum. 

The above auticipation was realised by the signing of the Treaty of Peace on 
the 26th May 1879, und had the war then been finally concluded, the estimate 
would probably have proved to be fairly correct. 

6. Gn the renewal of hostilities in September, it, of course, became necessary 
to increase the estimate. 

In submitting his revised estimate for the year 1879-80, the Bengal Comptroller 
provided 300 lakhs under the head of “Kabul . in lieu of 170 lakhs, the sum 
allotted to Bengal in the budget estimate, with the remark—* increased, to 
provide for charges on account of the second expedition.” if 

The Madras Comptroller reduced his ellotinent of 12 lakhs to 8 lakhs, wit 
reference to the amounts compiled under this head in the accounts received by 
him up to date. 

The Bombay Comptroller increased the 18 lakhs assigned to that Presidency 
to 40 lakhs, with the remark—‘“ provision made for second Kabul Expedition. 

The total of these estimates amounted to 348 lakhs. at 

7. After the most careful and anxious consideration of all the fucts availa © 
and alter personal consultation with the officers in charge of the field commissarl@ 
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accounts, with the special examiner of these accounts, and with the Comptroller of 
Military Accounts, Bengal, the undersigned considered that about 300 lakhs 
would probably be charged in the year, and that something over 100 lakhs would, 
as in 1878-79, be outstanding under the head of advances recoverable, unadjusted 
items, &c., and fall into the charges of 1880-81. ; 

8. It was, as may be casily understood, extremely difficult, if not wholly 
impracticable, with the scanty materials available, and in view of the uncertainty 
as to the progress, extent, and duration of operations, the phases of which were 
changing from week to week, to frame even an approximate estimate of the extra 
cost of the war, and the above conclusion was not arrived at without much 
hesitation and anxious consideration. In submitting it, the following remarks 
were offered for the consideration of Government :— 

“In the revised estimate it has been deemed necessary, owing to the renewal 
of hostilities, to increase the provision on this account to Rs. 3,00,00,000. ‘The 
estimates submitted by the Comptrollers provided Rs. 3,48,00,000 on this account ; 
hut, so far as any estimate can be made of charges so uncertain, both in their 
nature and as to the period within which they may be brought forward, their 
estimates appear susceptible of reduction by Rs. 48,00,000. ‘There is one charge 
in particular which may affect the calculation very considerably—the compensa- 
tion for loss of camels ; but up to date no trustworthy statistics, or even estimate, 
of the probable losses and consequent claims have been received. With every 
desire to make full provision for the war charges, the undersigned can, at present, 
see no reason for going beyond the above figures.” 

9. These figures are exclusive of the charge for the construction of frontier 
railways and telegraphs, the estimate -for which in India is Rs. 1,12,15,000 in 
in 1879-80, and Rs. 1,04,22,000 in 1880-81. 

10. In the estimate for the year 1880-81, the Comptroller of Military Accounts, 
Bengal, provided 200 lakhs for “ Kabul” without remark. ‘The Madras Comp- 
troller provided six lakhs with remark that the figure had been reduced (that is, 
from last year’s figures), with reference to the first four months of 1879-80. 
The Bombay Comptroller made no provision, with the remark—“ provision on this 
‘* account was made by the Accountant General in the current year’s budget, 
“ and will, it is assumed, be similarly made for 1880-81, if necessary.” 

11. Following the course pursued in preparing the estimate of 1879-80, as 
explained in paragraph 5, it was estimated by the undersigned that about 100 
lakhs would be brought forward froin 1879-80, and that, anticipating, as in 
1879-80, an early termination of the campaign, 100 lukhs would be spent on 
the war during the year 1880-81. his rate of expenditure was based on rough 
estimates prepared in this branch of the cost of the war, and supported by a 
consideration of the expenditure incurred in 1878-79 and in the early months of 
1879-80. 

12. In submitting this estimate the following remarks were made in the trans- 
mitting memorandum :— 

“For the Kabul charges it has not been considered necessary to do more than 
repeat last year’s provision, Rs. 2,00,00,000. But for the renewal of hostilities in 
September last, that sum would probably have sufficed to meet the extra charges 
of the year. With an carly settlement of affairs beyond the fronticr, the same 
amount may suffice to wind up the accounts of the campaign; should the opera- 
tions be protracted, this figure will, no doubt, have tv be increased hereafter in 
the revised estimate, as has been done this ycar.” 

13. As regards the threatened inadequacy of the estimates, the undersigned 
proposes to defer any explanation on this head till the accounts for the year 
1879-80 are completed, and the further information called for by the Military 
Department has been received. 

14. The completed accounts for January 1880 have been received, with 
approximate figures for the remaining two months of the ycar; and there are 
grounds for supposing that, apart from the charges for frontier railways and 
telegraphs, the recorded charges of the year will not much exceed the estimate 
of 300 lakhs. There is, however, reason to fear that, owing to the largely 
increased expenditure of the last three months of the year—January, I‘ebruary, 
aud March 1880—considerably more than 100 lakhs will be outstanding at the 
close of the year, and havc to be adjusted in the accounts of 1880-81. At the 
same time this increased rate of expenditure shows no signs of diminution, and 
the war promises to be protracted considerably beyond the anticipation of the 


88 


estimate, while the operations are more extended than they were 
foreseen, when that estimate was prepared. It may also be note 
various ee which will, no doubt, be elucidated hereafter, 
has increased, beginning from January last, and is progressing a 

beyond any calculation that could hie been eades baal a he ce 
of eee: and on the relative number of troops in the field at “anods 
periods. 

From these two causes, the expected increase in the outstandings from 1879-99 
and in the cash expenditure in 1880-81, the budget estimate of the year threatens 
to prove very inadequate. To what extent it will actually be found to be 
insufficient can only be determined on the receipt of the further information lately 
called for, and by the progress, extent, and duration of the campaign. 

On this point a further report will be submitted hereafter. 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 46. 
Minute by General the Honourable Sm E. B. Jounson, K.C.B., C.LE. 


Tue attention of the Financial Department having been directed to the large 
disbursements which were being made from the Civil Treasury on account of the 
war in Afghanistan—disbursements seriously in excess of the estimated cost of 
the operations—the Military Department was requested to cause inquiry to be 
made, and to furnish information as to the cause of this difference between the 
estimates and the actual expenditure. 

In accordance with this request, the Military Accountant General was called 
on for a report on the subject; and at the same time full inquiry was ordered 
in other branches of the Military Department, in view to eliciting the causes of 
these unexpected calls on the Civil Treasury. 

Pending the result of these inquiries, the Military Accountant General has 
furnished a statement explaining, fully and clearly, the course he has followed 
in the preparation of the estimates of expenditure on account of the operations in 
Afghanistan for 1880-81. 

‘To Major Newmarch’s statement, which I attach, I need add nothing; but, 
as head of the Military Department, I desire to state that the estimates which 
were prepared by the Military Accountant General were not submitted by me 
to the Financial Department until, in personal and anxious communication with 
him, I had satisfied myself that they were framed on just principles and on data 
which might fairly and reasonably be accepted in the forecast of the probable 
expenditure on account of the war. 

Satisfied, therefore, of the correctness of the estimates, which appeared to me 
as accurate as any estimate of the cost of military operations can be, I accepted 
them, and caused them to be sent to the I'inancial Department, with a recom- 
mendation that they should be adopted. 

It will be seen, therefore, that though the estimates were prepared by the 
Military Accountant General, they were submitted and explained to me before 
acceptance ; and i desire to state, without any reserve whatever, that, as head 
of the Military Department, I alone am responsible for the estimates, and that 
I fully accept such responsibility. 

That this Department has under-estimated the probable cost of the war cannot 
be gainsaid; but until the result of the inquiries which have been ordered to he 
made is received, it is not possible for this Department to state either the 
extent to which the estimates have been exceeded, or the causes which have Ied 
to such excess, ; 

Without attempting to anticipate the result of the inquiry, [ may be permitted, 
however, to touch very briefly on some of the causes which have led to such a 
disturbance of our calculations, and which were not, and could bardly have been, 
forescen at the time the estimates were prepared. ; Je 

First, the purchase of a very great proportion of the transport, instead of hiring 
it. This recommended itself to the Comptroller General of ‘Transport and Supply 
as not only a measure of expediency and improved organisation, but one whic 1, 
owing to the nature of the service and to the extreme difficulty of ve 
appeared to be an absolute necessity. The outlay under this head has been 
considerable. 


89 


The necessity, as a measure of precaution when it became evident that the war 
would not be brought to a close as early as was anticipated, for purchasing and 
transporting six months’ supplies to be stowed at the front and on all the lines of 
communication before the hot weather set in. 

‘The enormous increase in the price of grain and other supplics—fiunine prices 
in fact—owing to the unexpected scarcity which prevailed in the Peshawar and 
Rawalpindi districts, notwithstanding the promise of an abundant harvest, which 
has been fulfilled everywhere else. 

A similar, and also unexpected, increase in the price of stores, such as firewood, 
forage, &c., purchased in Afghanistan itself. 

The necessity for paying increased wages, in addition to half’ rations, to all 
followers north of Jhelum, a necessity which arose partly from the growiny dread 
of service in Afghanistan, and partly from the extreme demand for labour, locally, 
by the railway authorities on the line to Rawalpindi. 

In addition to what has been already stated, there is also this fact to be taken 
into consideration, that when it became evident that the occupation would be 
prolonged through the summer months, and even into autumn, the works 
necessary for the maintenance of our positions and protection of the troops, 
thus detained, necessarily far exceeded any charges which had hitherto been 
incurred, or would under other circumstances have been needed, both at Kabul 
and on the whole line of communications. 

In short, in such operations as those in which we are engaged, their cost 
increases in a progressive ratio, week by week, with their continuance. or not 
only are the local resources of a poor country drawn on to a point almost of 
exhaustion, thereby forcing supplies to be sent from remote bases, but also the 
transport, which has to be continuously renewed to supply the ordinary casualties, 
has to be procured and drawn from far distant provinces in India at an ever- 
increasing cost. 

It is now clear to myself that, in accepting, as the basis of the estimated cost 
of the war carried on in the year 1880-81, the estimates which had proved 
sufficient for the operations of the corresponding months of the previous year, 
I had not sufficiently appreciated the main fact of progressive rates of expendi- 
ture—an expenditure necessarily increasing through an expansion both of the period 
and scope of the operations which have since been developed. 

lt seemed to me that, in providing for the war expenditure up to the month 
of July of the present year, based on the rate which had proved sufficient for 
those of the preceding year, which I had no reason to believe was being materially 
excecded, I was making the utmost provision which I could at the time have 
been justified in recommending to the Council; and I submit that the correctness 
of the course I then pursued is not invalidated by the facts which have since 
come to our knowledge. 

E. B, Jonson, 

Simla, 1st May 1880. 


No. 47. 
Tetecram from the Viceroy, May 20, 1880. 

Vailure of the war estimate. Despatch by next mail, in continuation of Despatch 
4th May, with minutes by Viccroy and Finance Member of Council, gives 
complete information, which it was not possible to give in that Ictter. We trust 
that, pending its receipt, you will postpone orders. 
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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE. 


No. 48. 


LETTER from the GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, June i, 1880, No. 176 
(Financial). (Received June 26, 1880.) 


My Lorpv Marauts, 

In continuation of our Despatch No. 143, dated 4th May, we have the honour to 
forward a minute by Sir John Strachey, dated 20th May, and a minute by his Excellency 
the Viceroy, dated 26th May, in explanation of the principal causes of the failure to 
estimate more correctly the cost of the military operations in Afghanistan. 

2. Our Despatch of the 4th May, although it correctly indicated those causes, was, 
necessarily, incomplete. The papers now transmitted will fully explain the circum- 
stances of the case. They show how the military accounts, in themselves accurate, gave 
an altogether erroneous representation of the actual cost of the war, and misled the 
Government, not only in regard to the probable future expenditure, but in regard to the 
expenditure which had already been incurred. 

3. The system of our military accounts was elaborated under the advice of the most 


Erratum. 





In the Correspondence relating to the Estimates for the War in 
Afghanistan, on page 46, in the Abstract of the Accounts for 
1878-79, for “Secretary of State’s Bills Discharged,” read 
“ Remittances.” 


5. We have only, now, to express our regret for the serious extent to which Her 
Majesty’s Government has thus been misled in regard to the cost of the Afghan war. 
But there is no reason to suppose that the failure to estimate its cost aright has led to 
any increase in the actual expenditure on the war, or that that failure will cause an 
addition to the public burdens which a better forecast would have enabled us to 
avoid, 

The question whether our military operations have been conducted with that regard 
for proper economy which we have always desired to enforce, has little connexion with 
the accuracy or failure of our estimates; but we concur with his Excellency the Viceroy 
in thinking that a careful inquiry, hereafter, into the cost of the war will be valuable for 
future guidance, and that it ought certainly to be undertaken. 

6. Revised estimates of the cos: of the war are under preparation, and will be sub- 
mitted at an early date. 

We have, &c. 
LYTTON. 
F, P, HAINES. 
J. STRACHEY. 
kK. B. JOHNSON. 
RIVERS THOMPSON. 
J. GIBBS. 
ALEX. FRASER. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE. 


No. 48. 


LETTER from the GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, June 1, 1880, No. 176 
(Financial). (Received June 26, 1880.) 


My Lorp Marauis, 

In continuation of our Despatch No. 143, dated 4th May, we have the honour to 
forward a minute by Sir John Strachey, dated 20th May, and a minute by his Excellency 
the Viceroy, dated 26th May, in explanation of the principal causes of the failure to 
estimate more correctly the cost of the military operations in Afghanistan. 

2. Our Despatch of the 4th May, although it correctly indicated those causes, was, 
necessarily, incomplete. The papers now transmitted will fully explain the circum- 
stances of the case. They show how the military accounts, in themselves accurate, gave 
an altogether erroneous representation of the actual cost of the war, and misled the 
Government, not only in regard to the probable future expenditure, but in regard to the 
expenditure which had already been incurred. 

3. The system of our military accounts was elaborated under the advice of the most 
competent authorities that could be found; but it is clear that its merits must now be 
subjected to thorough reinvestigation. No mere defects of system could, however, 
account for such an error as has occurred. It is not possible that the Government could 
thus have been left in ignorance of facts of essential importance, if the duties imposed on 
the responsible officers had been in all cases discharged with proper care and intelligence. 
In saying this, we disclaim any desire to extenuate the responsibility of the Government 
itself. It is not as an apology for the Government, or for any of its members or depart- 
ments, that we attribute this error to defects of system which, if they existed, ought to 
have been discovered and amended, or to want of due vigilance on the part of our officers. 
The ultimate responsibility clearly rests upon the Government; and this we completely 
acknowledge. 

4. The inquiry now in progress will enable the Government to decide how far this 
error is due to defects of system, and what responsibility attaches to individual officers 
by whom the system has been administered. The result of this inquiry will be reported 
for the information of Her Majesty’s Government; but, meanwhile, there is no reason for 
delay in submitting to your Lordship the accompanying papers, which clearly show the 
origin of our error. 

5. We have only, now, to express our regret for the serious extent to which Her 

Majesty’s Government has thus been misled in regard to the cost of the Afghan war. 
But there is no reason to suppose that the failure to estimate its cost aright has led to 
any increase in the actual expenditure on the war, or that that failure will cause an 
addition to the public burdens which a better forecast would have enabled us to 
avoid, 
_ The question whether our military operations have been conducted with that regard 
for proper economy which we have always desired to enforce, has little connexion with 
the accuracy or failure of our estimates; but we concur with his Excellency the Viceroy 
in thinking that a careful inquiry, hereafter, into the cost of the war will be valuable for 
future guidance, and that it ought certainly to be undertaken. 

6. Revised estimates of the cost of the war are under preparation, and will be sub- 
mitted at an early date. 

We have, &c. 
LYTTON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
RIVERS THOMPSON. 
J. GIBBS. 
ALEX. FRASER. 
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Enclosure 1. in No. 48, 


Minute by the Honourable Sir Joun Srracuey, G.C.S.I, C.LE., on the failure of the 
estimates of the expenditure on the Army in 1879-80 and 1880-81 in India, 

__ In making the following observations for the consideration of the Governor- 
in Council, and, eventually, of Her Majesty’s Government, on the error w 
occurred in the military estimates, I thoroughly recognise the fact that. w 
Majesty’s Government holds the Government of India responsible for the corr 
the yearly estimates, that responsibility obviously falls in particular on the Financial 
Department, and on myself as the member in charge of it. It is, therefore, my duty to 
give, as soon as possible, a complete statement of the nature and causes of the error 
which has come to light, and to show what measures have been taken to prevent the 
recurrence of similar errors. When our Despatch No. 143, of the 4th May, was sent to 
the Secretary of State, our information was, in man y respects, incomplete ; but we are 
now able, if not to clear up all points of doubt, to explain much more fully than we 
could do before, what has actually occurred. 

2. The object of the Government of India in that Despatch was not to define the separate 
or relative responsibilities of its several officers or departments for the war estimates; that 
is a matter which mainly concerns its own internal administration. Its purpose was to 
make it clear, in limine, that those estimates had not been prepared. arbitrarily, but by 
the usual means and in the usual way, and, especially, that there had been no irregular 
interference in their preparation. All this has already been done, and I do not propose 
to enter further into such considerations. It has been sufficiently described how the 
estimates were made in the Military Department, how they were accepted in the 
Financial Department, and how they were incorporated in the Budget. 

3. In his minute of the Ist May my honourable colleague, Sir Edwin Johnson, with a 
generosity which all who know him will feel to be characteristic, claimed for himself 
personally complete responsibility for the estimates which have proved so inaccurate. 
Now it is true that my honourable colleague is the head of the Military Department, 
and that the Military Department was responsible for supplying to the Financial Depart- 
ment the estimates of the whole military expenditure; but Sir Edwin Johnson could no 
more make those estimates, or supervise their details, than I could have undertaken such 
a duty myself. He trusted the machinery which had been provided, and which he, and 
all of us, believed to deserve complete confidence. An elaborate system had been 
carefully devised and matured by the most competent authorities that the Government 
could find; it had worked for many years in a manner that had given no suspicion of 
practical imperfection; and it was believed that, under this system, the Government 
would always be kept informed of everything regarding the military expenditure that it 
behoved it to know. We now find that this belief was incorrect; the system which we 
trusted has failed us, and the Government has been left in ignorance of facts of essential 
importance. Sir Edwin Johnson was misled, and the Financial Department also was 
misled, by accounts which were in themselves, as far as they went, perfectly correct, 
but which, nevertheless, totally failed to show the actual expenditure on the war. _ 

4. I do not now propose to enter into further consideration of the points to which the 
attention of my honourable colleague Sir Edwin Johnson was chiefly directed in his 
minute of the Ist May, or to discuss the causes which led, in hia opinion, to increased 
expenditure. Such points are apart from the main question now before me, which is how 
it happened that both the Military and the Financial Departments failed to SE 
not only what the war would cost in the future, but what it had cost in the past. 0! 
we have now not merely to show why we failed in the task of making an accurate esti- 
mate of the future cost of a war; if this had been the extent of our error, we need not 
have troubled ourselves about it much. Our real failure has been far more serious ; We 
have not only been unable to foresee the expenditure of the future, but we have He 
deceived in regard to the expenditure of the past, and in regard to the expe : i 
was actually going on. It is this that really requires explanation, and on which I sha 
throw the fullest light in my power. lief that 

5. In the 12th paragraph of our Despatch of the 4th May, we stated our nes : 
our inability to estimate aright the cost of the war was mainly due to the pecu ne ie 
the system of our military accounts. It has become more and more clear tha 
principal source of our mistake was then indicated. , Finance 

6. Our civil revenues and expenditure are, for the most part, recorded in the ee 
and Revenue Accounts, directly from the transactions at our treasuries, a pie ; 
ensures the promptest possible record of the facts, and that nothing shall be kep = al . 
the accounts, pending inquiries and perhaps controversies, which may be interm 
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The Government knows how tenaciously the Financial Department clings to this pro- 
cedure, and resists the many endeavours which are made to disturb, by interdepart- 
mental adjustments and the like, the simple record thus provided. Secure in this record, 
we trouble ourselves comparatively little about the subsequent completion of the several 
departmental accounts, which would often be found lagging long behind. 

7, To this wholesome procedure there are some exceptions, which have, hitherto, been 
considered unavoidable, owing to the admixture in the treasury transactions affected of 
items which are neither revenue nor expenditure. For example, the transactions at our 
treasuries with the Post Office include money-order remittances and many other debt 
items, and would, therefore, be no guide to the postal revenue and expenditure In like 
manner the transactions with the Public Works Department include the revenue and 
working expenses of the railways, State and Guaranteed, the outlay upon the construc- 
tion of productive public works, and so on. 

In such cases it has been considered that we should lose more than we should gain by 
attempting to work upon the treasury figures; and it has been thought better to wait 
for our accounts until the departmental account officers can audit and classify the treasury 
transactions. It is an essential part of the duty of those officers to take care that their 
accounts, eventually, correspond in all particulars with the treasury transactions; but it 
is plain that the system is much less satisfactory than the simpler method to which we 
adhere whenever possible. 

8. It has not hitherto been thought practicable to treat the military accounts by the 
simpler and safer method; the plan always adopted has been to wait until the pecuniary 
transactions of the Military Department could be classified and audited in the Military 
Account Department, upon which rests the responsibility of seeing that the accounts of 
the military revenue and expenditure are in true accord with the treasury transactions. 
The character of the military accounts will be readily understood from a paper written in 
1868, by the late Colonel Arthur Broome, when Controller General of Military Expen- 
diture,* extracts from which are printed in Appendix A. (II.), The accounts ren- 
dered by the military disbursing officers arc audited, classified, and compiled in the Account 
Department ; disbursements which cannot be sufficiently vouched by the disbursers, 
or which are challenged by the auditors, being entered under the suspense head 
“Advances Recoverable,”’ and not recorded as expenditure. The general result is, that 
the audited and classified expenditure in any month is not known for about ten weeks, 
and that an indefinite balance, which is really expenditure, always remains unaudited and, 
therefore, unadjusted. In quiet times this balance is not large, and no serious incon- 
venience ensues; but when field operations are in progress on a large scale, the unad- 
justed residue may attain to such dimensions that the accounts of the audited and 
classified expenditure afford no indication of the real outlay. It is in consequence of 
disrevard of these considerations that the present error has occurred. 

9. The system of our military accounts was carefully remodelled by the English 
Commissioners of inquiry into Indian accounts, Messrs. Foster and Whiffen, as explained 
in their elaborate report dated 30th August 1864; but they suggested no material 
organic changes in the procedure previously followed. The Commissioners did not, 
apparently, think it practicable to follow, in respect of the military accounts, what I have 
called the simpler system; but they were alive to the dangers involved at several points 
of the procedure which they advocated. I have extracted in Appendix A. (I.) the 
Paragraphs of their report which bear immediately upon this subject, and show the 
nature of the precautions which they recommended. 

10. Effect was gradually given to the recommendations of the Commissioners ; but the 
final orders of the Government on their report were not issued till the 7th July 1868. In 
Appendix A. (II.) will be found extracts, which now possess a special significance, from 
the review by Coloncl Broome upon which the orders of the Government were based. 

1t. The Government of India in the Military Department re-echoed the spirit of 
Colonel Broome’s remarks, as follows :— 

“3. ‘The conclusion at. which Colonel Broome has arrived in paragraph 23 also appears 
to his Excellency in Council to be strictly correct ; the new head of ‘ Advances Recover- 
able’ being, in reality, nothing else than an ‘ Inefficient Balance’ with the same incon- 
venience, and with no actual diminution of amount. Considering, however, the extensive 
and multifarious character of military charges, it is, the Governor General in Council 
observes, almost inconceivable that any system can be devised which can free the 
military accounts from some amount of unadjusted charges—in other words, an 
‘ Inefficient Balance.’ 


* By a resolution in the Financial Department, No. 4474, dated 21st October 1871, the title of this officer 
was changed to “ Accountant General, Military Department,” without material change of his functions. 
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4, Colonel Broome’s review of the new system appears to the Governor General ; 
Council to be a fair and candid one; and the conclusion he arrives at, viz th a 
present system should be regarded as one of a permanent nature, trusting to Bee the 
mitigate the defects inherent in the system, has the cordial assent of the Gian, mare 
India in the Military Department.” Tae or 
12. ‘The final resolution by the Government in the Financial Department was of 
formal character, and contains no reference to the defects thus recognised. None of the 
authorities who took part in those discussions allude to the possibility of the climinatj : 
of these defects by the direct record, in the finance and revenue accounts, as cae 
revenue and expenditure, of the military transactions at our civil treasuries after a fe 
suitable adjustments. : : 

This preliminary discussion may appear tedious; but it is essential to the full 

understanding of the case. 

13. I now invite attention to the two appended statements marked B and C, being 

returns of— 

(B) the net military expenditure in India as recorded in the Finance and Revenue 
Accounts, month by month, from April 1869 to February 1880, which is the 
nd month for which the accounts are complete, with an estimate for March; 
and, 

(C) the net disbursements from the civil treasuries in India to the Military Depart- 
ment, month by month, from April 1869 to April 1880. The entry for March 
is, however, only an estimate. We know that the net amount disbursed in 
March was 2,082,500/.; but we do not yet know the sets-off still to come in 
the shape of excess payments made, during the year, by the Military Depart- 
ment on account of the Civil Department, and the like, which still await 
adjustment in the accounts of March. Such sets-off will certainly be large. I 
have, therefore, entered 1,750,000/. 

14. If these two statements be compared it will be found that— 

(1) until the end of 1877-78, the recorded net military expenditure was, invariably, 
more or less in excess of the net disbursements to the Military Department ; 
the explanation of this excess is that, besides the sums withdrawn from the 
civil treasuries, the Military Department spends some portion of the depart- 
mentul receipts, including money which it receives for remittances to families 
in Engiand, and so on: 

(2) till the end of 1877-78, if allowance be made for the aforesaid normal difference, 
the two accounts corresponded closely: clearly, with a few appropriate 
adjustments, the treasury accounts might, till then, have been substituted for 

the accounts of audited and classified revenue and expenditure without sub- 
stantial or ultimate inaccuracy; but, apparently, till the end of 1877-78, little 
would have been gained by such substitution : 

(3) from the beginning of 1878-79, these normal conditions were reversed, the net 
disbursements having, since the beginning of 1878-79, constantly exceeded the 
net recorded expenditure ; and 

(4) from October 1878, this excess became constantly larger and larger. 

Our troops crossed the frontier on the 21st November 1878 ; but as we all remember, 
expenditure in preparation for war had been going on for some time before that event. 

15. Instead of the moderate exccss, usual in previous years, in the net recorde 

expenditure as compared with the net disbursements, the net military disbursements from 
the civil treasuries, during the two latest years, exceeded the net recorded military 
expenditure by 4,214,000/., as follows :— 


£ 
In 1878-79 a : : : : : - 2,222,000 
and 
In 1879-80 (by estimate as regards March, and compared with the 
regular estimate) - - - " : - 3,092,000 
Total - - - - 5,314,000 
Deduct— 7 
Advances made on account of the Malta expedition, £ 
and recovered from the Imperia! Government - 250,000 


Unspent balances in the hands of the military dis- 
bursers or held at the disposal of the Military 
Department - - - - - 850,000 1,100,000 


Api, ob Se 
Remains ‘ - : - £4,214,000 
ee 
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16. To this large excess some considerable addition should, probably, be made, 
because, as has been pointed out, the net recorded expenditure ordinarily exceeds the 
disbursements; so that there remains a very large sum which must be eventually 
adjusted, in the finance and revenue accounts, as military expenditure in India, in excess 
of the estimates of 1879-80 and 1880-81. 

17. It would be premature to attempt to state precisely the amount by which the 
estimates have thus been exceeded ; and it would be still more premature to inquire how 
much of such excess is due to the war in Afghanistan, and how much to other causes, 
such as the operations on the North-Eastern Frontier, the military preparations in 
Burma, or, even, to an under-estimate of the normal military expenditure, apart from all 
extraordinary operations. Moreover, it is manifest that a similar excess is still accruing 
as compared with the estimate for 1880-81. We are not yet, therefore, in a position to 
conjecture, with any approach to accuracy, by what aggregate amount, and in what 
particulars, the estimates of the two years 1879-80 and 1880-81 will, eventually, be 
found deficient. 

In paragraph 8 of our Despatch of the 4th May, the opinion was expressed that at 
least 4,000,000. must be added to the estimate of the cost of the war in L880-81, and 
we said that we could only speak with much reserve of the total amount which the war 
would ultimately cost. ‘ The responsible officers,” it was added, ‘of the Military 
“ Department. still confidently expect that its cost will not be nearly so much as 
“ 10,000,000/.; but we are unable, at present, to reconcile this expectation with the 
“ actual outgoings from our treasuries.” J feel still less able to share that expectation 
now. Although I will not attempt to anticipate the results which our advisers may place 
before us as their revised estimate of the total cost of the war, yet, considering what we 
already know regarding the expenditure of the past ; considering, also, the present scale 
of our military operations, the uncertainties of the future, and, on the other hand, the 
certainty, under the most favourable expectations which can be entertained, that a great 
expenditure is still before us; considering I say, all the facts and probabilities of the 
case, it appears to me hardly possible to doubt that the fears expressed in our Despatch 
of the 4th May will be justified, and that the ultimate cost of the war will largely exceed 
the sum of 10,000,000/, which was then named with so much hesitation. With our 
present knowledge, I cannot feel any confidence that, even if the war is brought to a 
termination as soon as we now anticipate, it will cost, independently of the frontier rail- 
ways, less than 15,000,000. 

18. Statement C has been compiled only since the Government found reason to 
doubt the correctness of the military estimates. So far as I am aware, no similar com- 
parative statement of the disbursements to the Miltary Department during a long 
succession of months has ever before been compiled. The Inglish Commissioners of 
Inquiry into Indian Accounts suggested no such check, aud the expediency of a pre- 
caution of this nature has not occurred, at any time, to any of the officers of the Civil 
or Military Account Department. Thus, this statement, which seems to me to show 
plainly what has happened, was not in the hands of any of the officers who took part 
In the preparation of the military estimates; nor was it before the Government of India 
in either the Military or the Financial Department, when those estimates were under 
consideration. When the military estimates were before the Government in the 
Financial Department, the latest completed military accounts were those for October 
1879; they showed a net expenditure, in the first seven months of the year 1879-80, 
of 7,161,000/., being only 724,600/. more than the corresponding expenditure of 1878-79, 
and only 1,061,000/, more than the least corresponding expenditure during the pre- 
ceding 10 years. There was nothing in these figures to suggest any distrust of the 
departinental estimates, 

19. From the extracts collected in Appendix A, it appears that the system of the 
military accounts provides for a vigilant attention to the expenditure held in suspense 
under the head “ Advances Recoverable ’ ; and that the English Commissioners insisted 
prominently upon the vital importance of a punctual interchange of the military accounts 
with the civil treasuries. 

Twill not, with the information actually before me, assert, in regard to any individual 
officer, among the responsible officers concerned, that the salutary warnings of the 
Commissioners were, in the present instance, neglected, and it is true that the most 
exact obscrvance of the prescribed precautions would not have supplied the place of 
sich a check as Statement C, the virtue of which consists in the means which it affords 
tor the promptest. possible comparison of the total current military outgoings from our 
treasuries with the corresponding transactions in the past, and with the contemporary 
Cstinates of the military receipts and expenditure. 
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Plainly, however, it was the duty of the officers of the Military Account De 
in the preparation of their estimates, to pay special regard to the large chat 
which they must have been aware. They have been officially called upon to = at 
upon what grounds they, nevertheless, believed that their estimates of the Cy rs 
war in Afghanistan were adequate, and it will be right to await their explanations b a 
we impute blame to officers who have, hitherto, been distinguished for the abalone: 
intelligent discharge of their duties, and have enjoyed the confidence of the Gas 
ment of India; but I must say, at once, that it appears inconceivable that the Gover 
ment could thus have remained in ignorance of facts which it was essential it shill 
know, if the duties imposed on the several departments concerned had been performed 
in a really intelligent manner. 


20. It must be remembered that the elaborate recommendations of the English Com- 
missioners concern exclusively the Offices of Account ; primarily, the Military Offices 
of Account, and, in a secondary degree, the Civil Offices of Account in their relation 
to the Military Offices. Those recommendations had no reference at all to the pro- 
cedure of the Government of India itself, but only to the provision of the best precautions 
which could be devised against such oversight or failure in the Account Offices as might 
cause the Government to be misled. 


21. In popular apprehension, the Financial Department is regarded as one homo. 
geneous organisation, the responsibilities of which are common to the whole body. But, 
in truth, the Financial Department consists of two separate sections with distinct and 
clearly defined functions, namely— 

(1) the Financial Department of the Government; and 
(2) the Offices of Account and Audit. 


Although the Account Offices are entirely subordinate to, and at the command of, 
the Government, the functions and responsibilities of the Financial Department of the 
Government should not be confounded with those of the Account Department. 

It is the duty of the Government to make intelligent use of the Finance and Revenue 
Accounts and KEstimates laid before it, and to correct the estimates by any fresh 
information in its possession, or if it draws different inferences from the data furnished 
by the Account Department ; but although the Government alone is responsible for 
the estimates ultimately adopted, it takes no part in their detailed preparation. 

A costly trained agency is provided, whose whole time and attention is devoted to 
the record of the public accounts, and periodically to the preparation of the public 
estimates. An elaborate system and carefully considered rules are prescribed for the 
guidance of this agency. The Government is bound to introduce any improvement 
in that. system which experience may suggest, and to correct any defects which may 
come to light; but only mischief and confusion would ensue, if the Government were 
to interfere with the Account Department in the discharge of its daily duties, mn 
test, by extraneous checks, the correctness of its work. Any such misdirected activity 
would, almost inevitably, result in the formation of a second and less trustworthy 
system of public accounts, in a weakening of the proper sense of their, responsibuiities 
on the part of the Account Officers, and in a dissipation of energy injurious to the 
public interests. The true policy in this matter lies in the proper division of labour, 
and not in the interference of one Department with the proper functions of mae 
The procedure of the Government of India in this respect does not, I believe, a 
from that of Her Majesty’s Government, or from that of the Governments of other 
civilised countries. : 

22. The preparation of a correct, intelligent, punctual and efficient record of ie 
actual public receipts and disbursements, and of the most trustworthy possible estima 
of the public receipts and disbursements, is the duty of the Account Department, a 
which rests the obligation of seeing that the Government is not misled by any aes 
ficial aspects of the public accounts, or otherwise. It is of great public ee 
that these responsibilities of the Account Department should be in no way Ree he 
or lost sight of; and in this view I procced, now, to give a sketch of the duties 0 

rincipal officers concerned on the present occasion, ' 

What follows will be better uandetstood if it be borne in mind that the saat 
for the compilation of the public accounts in India is, to all intents and BT iil 
divided into three independent departments. The departments which keep eae ce 
of the Army and of the Public Works Department are quite separate from t il Mow 
ment which keeps the Civil Accounts, and, although their accounts Soe fice of 
into the general books kept by the Comptroller General, in_ the ats Military 
Account, they owe no direct allegiance to the Comptroller General. The 
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Account Department is directly subordinate to the Government of India in the Military 
Department ; and the Public Works Account Department to the Government of India 
in the Public Works Department. 

It was the particular duty of the Controller of Military Accounts in Bengal to 
watch the expenditure on the military operations in Afghanistan, as an obviously 
important part of that section of the public expenditure for the record of which he is 
responsible; to take especial care that there was no avoidable delay in the audit and 
classification of the war expenditure ; to bring immediately to notice any obstacles or 
hindrances in the way of its prompt adjustment; to ascertain with particular vigilance 
that the accounts corresponded with the transactions of the Military Department, or 
on behalf of the Military Department, at the civil treasuries within his jurisdiction ; 
to keep the Government constantly and truly informed of the progress of the war 
expenditure; and, at the prescribed intervals, to estimate its probable amount, after 
carefully collating all the data necessary for the purpose. 

With this officer rested the duty of issuing assignments or Jetters of credit upon the 
civil treasuries in favour of the spending departments ; so that he had in his own hands 
the means of knowing readily the general scope and progress of the bulk of the outlay. 
This remark does not include the expenditure by civil officers on behalf of the Military 
Department, but the Controller should have taken special precautions to acquaint himself 
with such expenditure as promptly as possible. It was not the specific duty of the 
Controller of Military Accounts to suggest the particular check the application of which 
has now discovered the error in the war estimates, but he might have been expected to 
ascertain, by some equally effective check, that his accounts and estimates of the war 
expenditure were consistent with the disbursements to the Military Department from the 
treasuries within his own Jurisdiction, which constituted by far the greater part of all the 
war disbursements. 

23. The functions of the Accountant-General, Military Department, are less exactly 
defined than those of the Controller of Military Accounts; but they include the whole 
of India, and thus extend over a wider range. His duties are twofold :— 

I.—He is responsible for the scrutiny of the several presidential estimates and accounts, 

and for their review and consolidation into the Imperial estimates and accounts. 
He is also required to coilect and prepare statistics and other information on 
military subjects required by the Government. 

Il.—He is the ev-officio adviser of the Government of India in the Military Depart- 
ment in respect to military accounts, economy, and finance; in this capacity his 
office is a branch of the Military Secrctariat. 

In the first of these capacities, the Military Accountant-General deals only with the 
completed estimates and accounts received from the Controllers of Military Accounts, 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, supplementing and correcting their estimates, reports, &c. 
by the light of the further information, which he may possess as to the views and inten- 
tions of the Government, probable changes of organisation, or other circumstances. He 
has no exccutive functions as regards pay, audit, and allotment of funds to the military 
disbursing officers. 

As regards his duties under the second head, he advises the Government of India on 
the financial aspect of all military questions which may be referred to him, and in this 
respect, and in his close connexion and subordination to the Military Department, he 
occupics in relation to the Military Department very much the position of the Ac- 
countant-General in relation to the War Office in England. The duties, however, of the 
two officers are not otherwise analagous, as the Military Accountant-General in India is 
not an executive officcr, and keeps no detailed accounts, these being kept and compiled 
for each Presidency by the several Controllers. 

But although the functions of this officer are rather those of a Financial Deputy 
Secretary in the Military Department than of an Accountant-Gencral, yet in respect to 
the war in Afghanistan, the Government might, I think, fairly have looked to him to 
watch the proceedings of the Controllers of Military Accounts, and to take care that the 
Government was informed of the facts of the war expenditure as punctually as possible. 
Indeed, I know that, although his endeavours have been unsuccessful, the Accountant- 
General did anxiously endeavour to discharge such duties. At all events, the sooner 
such duties, and perhaps other cognate duties, are definitively imposed upon the Ac- 
countant-General the better. It is one of the defects of the present system that the 
Accountant-General is an Accountant-General only in name ; there is really no one head 
of the Military Account Department in the sense in which the Comptroller-General is 
at the head of the Civil Account Offices, and to a limited extent, of all account offices 
in India, and in which the Accountant-General, Public Works Department, is at the 
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head of all account offices in the Public Works Department. 
tary Accounts occupy this position each in his own presidency 
Comptroller-General for all India. The Military Accountant-( 
present definition of his duties, does not supply this void. 

24. The Comptroller-General is head of the Civil Account Department. He h 
nothing to do with the preparation of the military estimates, or even of the ¢ il : 
mates. It is not his specific duty to take official note of the military painter ay 
ascertain that the subsequent facts are in accord with those estimates. Everts, 
indeed, the military receipts and expenditure are recorded from the military books inthe 
Comptroller-Gencral’s books, and it would be incumbent on him to bring to notice any 
error, or any practice or procedure likely to lead to error, of which he might at any time 
or in any way become cognisant. ‘The immediate connexion of the Comptroller-General 
with the present war expenditure is confined to the provision of funds on the demand of 
the Controller of Military Accounts, the two officers having been placed in special com. 
munication for the purpose. He has been called upon to say whether he has made any 
oupareey between the funds he has thus supplied and the war estimates, and if not, 
why not. 

It was open to the Comptroller-General to apply the check that has now been applied, 
the essential figures of which were, indeed, in his own keeping; but it cannot. be said 
that it was his recognised duty to do so. 

25. Early in March last the Comptroller-General brought to the notice of the Govern. 
ment in the Financial Department the increasing drain from the Punjab treasuries in 
connexion with the war, and the Government thereupon sceing, for the first time, reason 
to fear that the estimates of the cost of the army prepared in the Military Account 
Department might be untrustworthy, lost no time in instituting inquiries which revealed 
the facts stated in this minute. The check now applied was not thought of in the 
Military or Civil Account Department, but originated in the Financial Secretariat. 

26. I do not intend now to offer any opinion as to the degree of responsibility that 
may attach to the several officers concerned. As already said, before coming to any 
conclusions in this respect the Government must await the explanations which have been 
called for. Ifit be found, hereafter, that there have been shortcomings, we must be 
prepared to find some excuses for them in the strain to which the system of military 
accounts must have been subjected during the progress of field operations of the magni- 
tude of those in which the army has been engaged. On such occasions the disbursements 
are on 2 suddenly increased scale, and the disbursing officers being actively engaged in 
the field or at the base, have less time to give to the punctual and orderly preparation of 
their accounts. Under such circumstances delays and irregularities may be almost 
unavoidable. 

But meanwhile, without losing sight of my disclaimer of any intention to repudiate my 
personal responsibility, or that of the Financial Department of the Government, for the 
failure of the war estimates, I think it necessary to make it clear at once that for the 
ignorance of the war expenditure actually incurred, to which this failure is due, it 1s 
the first instance to the Account Department rather than to the Secrctariat, in either the 
Military or Financial Department, that we must look for an explanation. And although 
I am most anxious not, prematurely, to award blame to any individual officer, J thiok 
it right to state, in the plainest terms, my conviction that no mere defects of system ah 
possibly explan away the ignorance in which the Government has been lett. T c 
Government of India cannot take refuge in generalities, or attempt to make it appei! 
that such gross errors can occur, and, nevertheless, that nobody is to blame. There 
must have Bess extreme negligence, or extreme want of intelligence, somewhere ae 
the responsible officers, and the Government will not shrink from the duty of calling to 
strict account the officers concerned, whatever may be thcir position, and whatever may 
be their previous services or high character. veh 

Whether the Government of India itself took all the steps which it ought to have oe 
to acquaint itself, in some summary way, with the general progress of the cost 0 cat 
chief military operations; whether the Military or Financial Department ought i‘ 
an earlier date, to have mistrusted the military estimates ; and whether we shoul ic 
sooner have taken into our own hands the duty of ascertaining the facts, and cara 
correctness of those estimates by exceptional and unusual methods, is another ae 
The confidence that misled the Government is certainly reproved by the facts now iu : 
to us, which show that the Military Department was ignorant of facts which it oug a 
have known, and that the Financial Department should not have taken the war ee 
on trust. J in no way wish to extenuate my own responsibility or that of the Da 

Depaitment for our erronecus reliance on those estimates. We were s0 comp 
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misled by the apparent correspondence of the estimates of past expenditure with the 
expenditure actually brought to account, that, in spite of the doubts freely expressed on 
various occasions in public criticisms, we entertained no misgiving as to their soundness. 
At that time the Financial Department had discovered no data whatever which could 
have justified interference with the estiinates prepared by the responsible officers. 

I do not say this by way of apology. It is clear to me that it is quite impossible, and 
would be altogether unfair, to throw the whole fault either on the system or on the 
offices of account. The Military Department of the Government must accept the blame 
of having recommended to the Financial Department totally inadequate estimates; and 
the Financial Department must accept the blame of having adopted them. If the 
system was bad, it was the business of the Government to have found this out, and to 
have amended it. Our responsibility is indisputable; it cannot be extenuated; nor 
must it be obscured by any investigations which are made either into the system of 
accounts or into the conduct of individual officers. 

But whatever blame may attach to the Government, or to any of its officers, for this 
want of precaution and foresight, this at least is clear, that the occurrence of an error of 
the magnitude now discovered shows, beyond the possibility of doubt, not only that 
there is something radically wrong in our system of accounis, but also in my opinion that 
this system cannot have been applied with proper care and intelligence. It is our obvious 
duty to probe this matter to the bottom. 

27. The nature of our failure was not ascertained immediately upon our confidence in 
the estimates being disturbed. Inquiries were, indeed, promptly instituted and, as the 
result has proved, in the right direction. But although the figures in statement C were 
obtained from the civil account offices with a speed which is creditable to their efficiency, 
it took time to verify them in the Military Account Department. ‘Thus we could not 
at first feel quite sure that we had discovered the true character of our error. The 
gradual process by which we have satisfied ourselves on this point will explain some 
apparent inconsistencies between this minute and our telegram; to the Secretary of State 
at different dates, as well as some want of harmony between Sir Edwin Johnson’s minute 
of the Ist May and the Despatch No. 143, with which it was sent to Her Majesty’s 
Government. In that Despatch, our principal error was plainly indicated, though not iu 
such detail, or with such an absence of al] hesitation, as in this minute. 

28. My conclusion then is, that the failure of our estimate is due to our ignorance of 
the actual expenditure on the army, rather than to an inadequate @ priori uppreciation of 
the probable cost of the field operations. 

In the absence of any independent investigations of their own, it is not surprising that 
the advisers of the Government, in either the Military or the I'inancial Department, 
should have failed to frame any approximately accurate estimate of the cost of the war, 
secing that, as we now know was the case, not only were they without the assistance of 
accounts punctually completed, but the facts which appeared on the face of the accounts 
were, taken alone, wholly misleading. Personally, | never doubted that the estimates 
which I presented were framed upon a full and correct knowledge of our actual expendi- 
ture to a comparatively recent date. As they were not so, Ido not wonder that they 
have proved fallacious. 

29. Ihave at the present moment nothing more to say as to the past, except to 
express my great regret that so great an error should have found its way into the 
Budget. 

30. It is more satisfactory to turn to the future. I cannot say whether our inquiries 
will result in the Government of India thinking it desirable to alter the record in the 
finance and revenue accounts, of our military reccipts and expenditure, in the manner 
which I have indicated ; or whether if the Government of India should advocate such an 
alteration, it will be acceptable to Her Majesty’s Government. I am aware that the 
obstacles in the way of this alternative are formidable. Among them is the impossi- 
bility of reconciling accounts based directly upon the treasury transactions with the 
classified and detailed record of the cost of the army, which forms an important section 
of the finance and revenue accounts as now presented to Parliament. These are 
questions which require careful consideration; and they must be treated separatcly. It 
is plainly the immediate duty of the Government to subject them to the most thorough 
Investigation, But | may at once say that if the change in question be found practicable 
it will, in my opinion, be highly desirable to make it; for the existing system is 
cssentially defective. 

31, Whether, however, that system be maintained or altered, we are, I believe, now 
secure against being again surprised and discredited. A simple check is already in 
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operation which will effectually save us from such ignorance as that from which we hay. 
now suffered. . 

Experience shows that it is no easy matter to reconcile in detail the tr 
civil treasuries with the military accounts. The Report of the Englis 
1864 contains scrious animadversions on the neglect of this duty in the 
aware that the difficulty still continues. _ The work involves tiresome, detailed and 
apparently unimportant correspondence, which is apt to be neglected or overlooked at 1 
although much attention is constantly given to the subject, there are arrears of this kind 
now as there were in 1864. But there is nothing to prevent the Government of India 
in the Military and Financial Departments, being made acquainted, soon after the end of 
each month, with the actual amounts disbursed to the Military Department from all the 
treasuries all over India. Arrangements have accordingly been made for the prompt and 
regular compilation of these figures, and for their communication to the Accountant. 
General, Military Department, upon whom will devolve in future the duty of comparing 
the expenditure of the Military Department with the departmental transactions at the 
civil treasuries throughout India. 

32. It will not, indeed, be possible to ascertain by this method the exact cost of an 
particular military operation, or of any branch of the military service. But with such 
a return before itself and the proper account officers, the Government of India may, I 
think, be assured that any very large divergence between the estimates and the facts 
can never again evade prompt detection; and that the Government will be as well 
protected from a sudden surprise in respect to the military expenditure as | believe it to 
be already protected from any like surprise in respect to any of the civil revenues or 
expenditure. No system can ensure us absolutely against the failure of one estimate or 
another; but we ought to be secure against such a failure happening, as it has 
happencd on this occasion, without our immediately discovering it; and I believe I 
may safely promise this degree of immunity from error in the military estimates in 
future. 

33. To sum up the whole matter, the error in the estimate is in my judgment mainly 
due, not to any misapprehension as to the extent or character of the military operations, 
but to the fact that we were ignorant of the actual current cost of the war. I attribute 
this ignorance mainly to the defect which I have described in the military accounts, 
which although themselves perfectly correct, failed to give to the Government timely 
information of the expenditure which was really going on. In this respect the whole 
history furnishes a fresh illustration of the fact that, in regard to such matters as keeping 
accounts and framing estimates, it is never safe to assume that the care and intelligence 
of individuals will afford sufficient safeguards against the dangers of a defective system. 

I admit that, if, instead of depending according to custom on the accounts alone, the 
Government of India had itself watched the current cost of the war, it might have, toa 
great extent, avoided the error into which it has fallen. But I place the defect in the 
system of the military accounts in the forefront, because, but,tor that defect, no oversight, 
omission, or negligence by departments or individual officers, whether in the Secretariat 
or in the account offices, could have prevented the earliest possible knowledge of the 
facts, and because such knowledge would itself have neutralised all individual and minor 
failures. 
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JOHN STRACHEY. 
Simla, 20th May 1880, 


APPENDIX A (T). 


1 2 N 
Exrracts from the Rerorr of the Encuisa Commission or Inquiry into Inprat 
Accounts, dated 30th August 1864. 


31. The paymaster of cach circle is furnished by the regimental paymaster or ar 
disbursing officer with an estimate of the amount required, during the ensuing — Me 
for the payment of the troops 5 this estimate is certified by the officer commant ee 
regiment or battery. The circle pay master compiles these estimates into ; Ew 
return, adding thereto the amount he requires for the payment of staff and ot en ui 
ances, and he specifies the sum that he will require to draw upon each ee the 
document is furnished to the Military Accountant on the Ist of the month ; eee 
ensuing month’s payments, in whose office the returns from the several circle pay 4 . tz 
and other accountants are compiled into a general statement showing the ae i 
drawn, during the month, at each treasury in the several presidencies ; this state 
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forwarded to the Controller, who transmits it to the Civil Department, from whence the 
necessary authority is issued to the treasury officers. 

70. The aggregate amount of the inefficient balance was, on the 31st March 1864, as 
follows, viz. :— 





Rs. 

Presidency Circle - ~ - - ~ - 2,84,849 
Allahabad - - - - - - - 2,82,936 
Lucknow - - - - - - - 3,89,401 
Meerut - - - - “ - - 5,63,000 
Lahore - - - - - - - 2,39,241 
Trans-Ravi - - - - - - 2,69,689 
Hyderabad Contingent - - - - - 56,683 

Total - -  20,85,799 


71. The amount of the inefficient balance in the Madras Presidency is 8} lakhs, and 
in the Bombay Presidency it is 9 lakhs, or, in all, no less than upwards of 38 lakhs. 


72. The inefficient balance is an exceeding!y cmbarrassing item in the military accounts, 
and leads to great difficulties in adjusting them at the end of the year; for, whilst the 
Annual Account of Receipts and Disbursements made up by the Military Department 
exhibits the audited expenditure only, the account of military expenditure compiled by 
the Financial Department for the information of the Home Government siliows the 
audited expenditure, plus the amount of inefficient balance at the end of the year, minus 
the amount of that item at the commencement of the year. ‘The two accounts can never 
agree, and it ts always a matter of opinion and not one of fact, as to what has been the 
military expenditure for any one year; moreover, the “ inefficient balance ” is differently 
treated in each presidency. 

* % * x % % 

74. We are in possession of a copy of the “ Preliminary Rules and TInstractions for 
“conducting the duties of the Military Finance Department,” dated sth October 1861; 
it is therein stated, article VIL, p. 19— The Military Accountant will also take care 
“that outstandings are not allowed to remain unsettled, and he will carefully scrutinise 
‘the state of all inefficient balances.” 

x * * # * & 


TIT.—Apvance rrom Locarn TReAsurries. 


211. The course pursucd in regard to supplying the disbursing officers with funds has 
already been described in paragraph 31. We would here wish to draw attention to the 
manner in which a settlement is effected in regard to these advances between the Military 
and Civil Departments. 

212. The adjustment of the advances from civil treasurics for military services is a 
duty that appertains to the Military Accountants. They alone have the information upon 
which the amount drawn by disbursing officers can be checked, and they alone can certify 
that the sums claimed by civil treasuries on account of military advances have been duly 
acknowledged by the officers to whom the advances have been made. 

213. Knowing the importance of a prompt scttlement in regard to these transactions, 
we inquired very minutely into the course pursued in the office of the Military 
Accountant. We found it unsatisfactory in the extreme. The adjustment with the 
Deputy Auditor and Accountant-General was considerably in arrear, and no adjustment 
had been effected in regard to the advances from the Bengal treasuries since April 
1869. 

214. Tt would appear, from papers referred to us, that this important part of the busi- 
ness of Military Accountant is in an equally unsatisfactory state in the presidencies of 
Madras and Bombay. ‘The papers to which we allude contained a Report from the 
Deputy Auditor and Accountant-General, Bombay, complaining that he had not 
reccived from the Military Accountant any statement of civil charges incurred im the 
Military Department, nor the reports of the result of the examination of the statements 
furnished in regard to military remittances. 

215. Onthe papers in question we suggested that the Deputy Auditor and Accountant- 
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Generals of the several presidencies and provinces should be called upon to 
report— 
I. The period to which the statement of advances from civil treasuries on account 
of military charges has been rendered to the Military Accountant, 
II. The period to which the accounts between the two departments have been 
adjusted. 
III, The differences, if any, that exist between the record in the 
that in the books of the Civil Department. 
IV. What steps have been taken to reconcile the differences, 
216, The replies to these inquiries are worth a careful perusal, as they plainly indi. 
eate that the system adopted in the Military Department, at least in regard to this in- 
portant element, has entirely broken down. 
* * * * * * 


military books and 


342. Before we proceed to the explanation we have to submit in regard to the record 
of the expenditure, and the books that should be kept, we would direct. attention to 
what we consider one of the most important elements in the military accounts. 


343. The funds necessary for carrying on the military service throughout the country 
are, for the most part, furnished from civil treasuries. The manner in which disbursing 
officers draw upon these treasuries has already been described in paragraph 31. There 
can be no doubt that, unless the accounts between the Civil and Military Departments 
in regard to these transactions are promptly and regularly adjusted, inextricable confu- 
sion will take place, the whole system of accounts will be compromised, and frauds to a 
large extent might remain undetected. 

* x % * * * 


351. The following arrangements are submitted with the view of obtaining a prompt 
settlement of the amount drawn by disbursing officers on the civil treasuries :— 


352. I.—The Deputy Auditor and Accountant-General of each presidency or province 
should, so soon as the monthly accounts of the several treasury officers sha!! have been 
received, transmit to the Military Account Department, Bengal, Madras, o: Bombay, as 
the case may be, an abstract list (see Appendix No, 22) of all advances for military 
services in the previous month. This list should be supported by copies of the original 
details furnished by the officer in charge of each treasury and by the original drafts or 
orders. 


353. 11.—The disbursing officer should debit himself in his monthly account current 
or pay list with the amount that he has drawn upon the several civil treasuries, and he 
should transmit a list of all the drafts or orders drawn by him on the form given in 
Appendix No. 20. 


354. The course to be adopted in order to record these transactions in the books of 
the Accountant-General may be as follows :-- 


355. I.—The disbursing officer will be debited, in the principal books, with the amount 
stated by him as having been drawn during the month. The aggregate amount ae 
by disbursing officers will be passed to their debit and to the credit of an account to be 
opened in the principal ledger, to be entitled “« Advances from Civil Treasuries. 


356. Il—The monthly lists forwarded by the Deputy Auditor and Accomulan™ 
Generals of the several presidencies or provinces will be examined by the gues 
General, Military Department, so far as Bengal is concerned, with the original 7 ee 
drafts, &c., forwarded in support of the charge. T 0 facilitate this operation, a ae 2 
as per form Appendix No. 21, should be kept, showing the amount that has been 
from each civil treasury. st 

357. JIL. — The differences between the amount drawn by disbursing officers a Ne 
paid by the civil treasuries should be explained in detail monthly. A yy a i. 
explanation, which should show all drafts or outstanding orders, should be ren e (Ser 
the Deputy Auditor and Accountant-General of each presidency or province. 
Appendix No. 23.) fee 

358. IV.— In concluding this subject, we would suggest that there OO a 
established, under the immediate direction and control of the principal book-ke mr 
a section of the Accountant-General’s office specially charged with the duty = ok 
ting and adjusting the entire transactions relating to cash advances from the § 
treasurics. ‘ 

% % * * x 
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IJ.—ReeisterR or Cxiatms, No. 2.—Orders on Mofussil Treasuries. 
Appendix No. 13. 


362. In this book would be recorded all claims, after they have been examined, which 
are made wholly payable by orders signed by the Accountant-General on Mofussil 
Treasuries. This is also a branch of the business hitherto conducted by the presidency 
pay master. The course to be followed in regard to the final record is similar to that 
suggested in regard to Register No.1. The account to be opened in the ledger, instead of 
being styled ‘‘ Orders Payable,” should be denominated “Advances from Civil Treasuries.” 
It must be distinctly understood that these orders have no connexion with the drafts or 
orders drawn by disbursing officers on the treasuries in question. The treasury officers 
need, however, send to the Civil Department but one general list for all drafts or orders 
discharged during the month. ‘I’he due appropriation of these orders to the debit of the 
accounts concerned would be conducted in the office of the Accountant-General. 

* * * * * 


X.—RecisTerR FOR THE RecorD AND ADJUSTMENT OF ADVANCES FROM CIVIL TREASURIES. 
Appendix No. 21. 


375. In this book will be recorded the particulars of every draft drawn or order issued 
by the several disbursing officers upon the civil treasuries. The orders will be carefully 
compared with the returns furnished by the Deputy Auditur and Accountant-General, 
and the transactions should be adjusted monthly on the adjustment sheet prepared for 
that purpose. 

* * # * * * 


408. We would again direct particular attention to the importance of adjusting every 
separate account now standing unclosed in the “ deposit” and “advances repayable ” 
ledger. The Military Accountant should be directed to report the total number of un- 
settled accounts ; and a monthly return should then be forwarded by that officer to the 
Accountant-General, showing the number of these accounts which have been adjusted 
month by month. 

409. The adjustment of the advances from civil treasuries on account of military 
services is another subject that should demand the immediate and earnest attention of 
the Military Accountants of the three presidencies. No time should be lost in obtaining 
a complete ex;'*ation in regard to every item of difference that may exist between the 
military and civil books, and the accounts should be adjusted to the latest date. 

410. We regret that we have not had an opportunity of personally inspecting the 
books and accounts kept in the Military Account Offices of Madras and Bombay. It 
would appear that, so far as relates to the adjustment of the advances from civil 
treasuries, there is every reason to apprehend that the books are in an unsatisfactory 
state. This, however, cannot be fully ascertained, unless they are subjected to a 
searching investigation by an officer totally unconnected with the department. ‘This, so 
soon as an opportunity should arise, we would suggest, should be done. 

* * * * % * 


ConcLUSION. 


417. We will now proceed to summarise the principal recommendations contained in 
this Report. ; 

* * * * # * 

Disbursing officers should render monthly statements of the drafts or orders drawn 
by them on the civil treasuries ; and the Deputy Auditor and Accountant-Generals of 
the several presidencies or provinces should send corresponding statements to the 
Accountant-Gencral, Military Department, in Bengal, and to the controllers at Madras 
and Bombay, respectively. 

* * * * * * 

The ercatest importance should be attached to a prompt and careful adjustment of the 
advances from civil treasuries on account of military services. A separate section of 
the book-keeper’s branch of the office should be established with the view of making 
these adjustments. 
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APPENDIX A (II). 


Extracts from the Review (No. 1367 A., dated 29th February 1868) 
mission's Report by CoLoneL Arruur Broome, Controller General 
Expenditure. 


of the Com. 
of Military 


20. ‘The main object to which ail the changes of system introduced by the English 
Commissioners have converged, is the ¢ime/y rendering of the accounts in a classified 
and intelligible form; and as these are required to be based on deliberately audited 
transactions, there is, presumedly, imparted to them a reliability which was wantin 
in the former system. This quality of reliability, however, does not pervade all the 
transactions exhibited, but only extends to the classified charges, as set forth therein 
they being merely that portion of the entire charges which on investigation has been 
found unobjectionable. 

21. On the most favourable estimate of the present system, it cannot be said either 
to give the charges under the prescribed classified heads complete for the year, or to 
ensure accuracy of description or certainty in respect of amounts in the accounts of the 
jransactions of the year. 

This remark may need further explanation. One of the fundamental principles of the 
present system of accounts is, that the annual receipts exhibited shall be the sums which 
come in course of receipt during the year, and that the annual expenditure, that is, the 
charges falling against the budget grants, shali be the sums which come in course of 
payment during the year. But, in order to expedite the compilation of the monthly 
accounts, two courses are adopted — 

Ist. When disbursing officers are unable to produce complete vouchers for services 
involving cash disbursements, for instance, moneys advanced to commissariat 
agents for purchases, &c., they are permitted to charge such disbursements to 
the head ** Advances Recoverable,” subject to further adjustment. 

2nd. When vouchers for services said to have been completed are found by the auditors 
to be insufficient, the amount is disallowed, and deducted from the disburse- 
ments taken credit for by the executive officer ; and this sum also passes under 
the head “ Advances Recoverable.” The classified charges, therefore, are ex- 
clusive of these transactions, and, to that extent, incomplete. As, however, 
these unaudited or unauthorised disbursements under the head ‘“ Advances 
Recoverable” (to be afterwards adjusted) are necessarily admitted in the 
accounts of the year as a set-off against the cash receipts from the civil trea- 
suries, &c., they form the uncertain element adverted to in the preceding 
paragraph. ‘ 

22. By this arrangement it will be perceived that there is a certain sum disbursed 
within the year that is neither a charge against the budget nor a balance, not being 
practically treated as an asset of the Government. The effect of this arrangement on the 
classified ‘and recorded charges of a year may be favourable or unfavourable. If the 
previous year had closed with a larger sum under the head “Advances Recoverable,” and 
the following year with a smaller sum, the difference, which must necessarily have been 
adjusted in the interim, will tend to swell the classified charges of that particular year, 
and vice versd. At the close of the last official year, the amount standing to credit an 

debit of this head in the three presidencies was as noted in the margi, 
Cr, 4,51,85,312  jndicating that the legitimate charges of the ycar were increased by a sum 
Dr. 142,25,750 of Rs. 9,59,562, appertaining properly to the charges of previous years. 


In this instance, the per-centage of increase is small, being only ‘06 pet 


9.359.565 1 
9,59,562 ation of 


———-- cent. of the aggregate amount of charges; but, with any relax : 
audit, or during extensive field operations, the results might probably 

inconvenient. It may be as well to observe also that the amount disbursed in March last, 
and exhibited under this head at the date of the closing of the accounts of the to 
1866-67, was Rs. 46,34,416 in the three presidencies, indicating that expenditur 
this extent had remained unpassed and unclassified, but which will appear as classific 
charges in the succeeding year’s accounts. a oo ae 
23. Without the slightest desire to revive previous objections, or to euiee i 
present system in any carping spirit, the undersigned feels bound to point out oe ak 
new head of “ Advances Recoverable” is, in reality, the much-abused “ Inc ee 
Balance” under a new name, with the same inconvenience, and with no actual diminutio 


of amount. : 
* * * *% * 
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26. A perfect system is not to be hoped for; and, in noticing these drawbacks or 
defects, the undersigned has no desire to suggest any change or modification in that so 
recently adopted. The defects referred to, being inherent, could only be removed by 
a complete reorganisation ; and of late the changes have becn so many, ani their effects 
so unsettling and embarrassing, that any further measures of the kind are greatly to be 
deprecated. Moreover, the present system has been introduced under special advan- 
tages. A prominence was given to the question which no previous discussion of plans 
of accounting was ever fortunate enough to secure; and this has been attended with 
energy of action, and no little expenditure of money and labour. The disruption of 
former modes of procedure has been radical; establishments have been re-formed and 
re-constituted ; printed forms reducing the duties to a definite and regular routine, and 
prepared at considerable cost, have been prescribed ; and all offices of military account 
have been, or are being, arranged in adaptation to the system. It is very desirable, 
therefore, that it should be regarded as one of a permanent nature. But while the 
undersigned conceives it his duty to make this recommendation in the interests of 
Government, and zealously to act on it, he believes it to be no less his duty to indicate 
the obvious but inseparable defects of the system. It has struck him that, in its 
arrangements, despatch has been considered of more importance than accuracy, and 
that a rigid check has been subordinated to the advantages anticipated from a combina- 
tion of duties, or, as it is termed, ‘a systematic allotment of work’; and further that 
being a graft of the War Office system, the difference between the character and quali- 
fications of the subordinate agency available in India and England has not been sufli- 
ciently considered in the changes made. 

26. The fact, however, of being alive to the defects is, next to their removal, the best 
means of obviating evil results, and by care and constant watchfulness, the greater evil* 
may be guarded against, and the lesser one mitigated. 


* Notn.—By “the greater evil” Colonel Broome here meaus the evil described in paragraphs 20 to 23 
above. 
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Enclosure 2. in No. 48. 
Minute by His Excettency rue Viceroy, dated 26th May 1880 


lL. I circulate herewith a minute by the Hono it 5 
gitlicsniliicss @isinies for 1470-80 yA ae vie Sir John Strachey, on the failure 

2. Beyond the acknowledgment due to the clearn i i 
have but verv few remarks to make on the case as it ion aoe ne Hesistated it, I 
refer to the minute written upon this subject by Sir Edwin J ae a th however, 
which reached my hands on the 4th instant, when it was forwarded t . b <— 
State with our Despatch of that date. oie Secretary of 

3. Icould not with advantage make any comment on Sir Edwin Johnson's aboye. 
mentioned minute pending the completion, thus far, of inquiries which the Ij i 
Department had then in hand, and of which the result has now been laid bef aoe 
Sir John Strachey. I fully appreciate the chivalrous impulse of our milit . calles y 
in taking to himself personally whatever responsibility might rest hi ae 
But it is now obvious that both the i tus “which “ieeei a ee 

{ : € Impressious which inspired, and the explanati 
which accompanied, that minute are inapplicable to the facts established b ak en 
Inquiry, ~ unknown to Sir Edwin Johnson when he wrote it. awed 

4, In whatever manner, or degree, responsibility for the fai ' 
hereafter, be apportioned between seticn or aepataents ae Sie aan leat 
in the responsibility which rests collectively with the Government of India ic. to ek 
out the whole matter down to the root of it, by prosecuting energetically and im artal 
the investigations initiated by Sir John Strachey; and to lay before the Secretary ai 
State, as soon as we can confidently do so, a complete statement of the final result of 
these investigations. 

5. What we have now to ascertain, with the utmost possible precision, is how, and 
why, this failure has occurred; the extent to which the evil has reached; and the most 
effectual means of preventing its recurrence. 

6. It is, clearly, not to be explained by reference only to the defects of a system, ot 
to the errors of individual subordinate officers, whatever those errors or defects may have 
been. Inquiry must also be directed towards every other aspect of the subject, in 
connexion with which a more active exercise of intelligence could have prevented what 
has occurred. 

7. The statements contained in Sir John Strachey’s minute appear to me as complete 
as they can possibly be, pending the replies still awaited by this Government to the 
references already made, on the subject of them, to its officers of account and control. 

8. The absence of those replies need not, meanwhile, delay the submission of our 
further report to Her Majesty's Government. Nor do I think that the failure in the 
war estitnates, serious and extensive though it is, can materially affect that real and 
substantial improvement in the Government of India’s general financial position, which 
Sir John Strachey described in his late financial statement. 

9. Neither does this failure in any way affect the soundness of the general principles 
of our financial policy. It has, however, misled the Government of India, and it has 
caused us to mislead the Government of Her Majesty, as to the cost of the Afghan War. 
For this we owe to the Secretary of State the expression of an unqualified regret. But, 
in contemplating every other aspect of what has occurred, the Government should, { 
think, be upon its guard against premature assumptions, or exaggerated apprehensions. 

10. Whether, apart from the seriously mistaken estimate of it, the actual expenditure 
incurred on account of the Afghan War has been as reasonable and economical as we 
have striven to render it, and believed it to be, is a question which cannot now be 
determined. It is one, however, which, in my opinion, will hereafter demand scarching 
and independent investigation on the part of the Government of India. 

11. Such an inquiry cannot be opened while military operations are still inactive 
progress, and while our knowledge of the expenditure actually incurred, or to be in- 
curred, is necessarily imperfect. But if, hereafter, conducted with wisdom and impat- 
tiality, it will not only give tv the Government valuable information in regard to the 
past, but will also furnish means for utilising the lessons of the past, to the b 
advantage, for the guidance of the future. 

LYTTON. 


est 
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No, 49, 
TELEGRAM from the VICEROY, June 1, 1880. 


War estimate Despatch posted, with minute by Viceroy and Sir John Strachey, in 
continuation of Despatch 4th May. That Despatch avowedly incomplete, but opinion 
of Government now unanimous that principal causes of failure were defects in system of 
military accounts, indicated in para. 12. System revised by English Commissioners in 
1864 worked satisfactorily in peace, but during war proved defective, and precautions 
ineffectual. Consequently we were misled entirely by military accounts. 

Regarding actual war expenditure, which to end of 1879-80 greatly exceeded amounts 
shown by accounts, consequent misapprehension vitiated estimates for future. Inquiries 
still being prosecuted into questions of individual responsibility and otherwise. No 
reason to suppose that error in estimate has affected actual expenditure. Revised estt- 
mates as soon as possible, although postponing opinion regardmg probable total cost of 
war. We fear doubts expressed at end of para. 8, Despatch 4th May, are justified, and 
must expect total cost largely to exceed sum therein mentioned. 

So many technical and other matters involved, that telegraphic summary of Despatch 
and minute is impossible. We can only repeat former request that you will await 
papers now sent, which contain full information. We shall not publish here anything 
more. 


No. 50. 
TELEGRAM to the VICEROY, June 4, 1880. 


It would much help me to understand the case if your Excellency could telegraph 
dates when first information reached Government, or orders were issued, on points men- 
tioned by Sir Edwin Johnson, namely, purchase of transport, supplies for six months, 
great increase of prices, necessity for extra wages to followers, and for construction of 
protective works. 





No. 51. 
DESPATCH to the GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, June 7, 1880, No. 179 
(Financial). 


My Lorp Manquts, 

1. I nave received and considered in Council the letter from the Government 
of India, dated the 4th of May, No. 143, reporting that they had grave reasons for appre- 
hending that the cost of the military operations in Afghanistan would seriously excced 
the amount centered in the financial statement for 1880-81. 

2. I have also received a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 20th of May, stating 
that a further letter was about to be sent, containing minutes by his Excellency and the 
Financial Member of Council giving complete information on the subject, and requesting 
that orders by Her Majesty’s Government may be deferred pending its receipt; and I 
have received a further telegram of the Ist of June announcing the despatch of that 
letter, and indicating the nature of its contents. 

3. In accordance with the request of your predecessor's Government, I suspend my 
final judgment until the arrival of their further communication; but, in the ineantime, I 
think it right to apprise your Excellency that I consider the explanations at present 
before me to be unsatisfactory and insufficient. 

4, From a careful examination of the information which has been supplied, I am unable 
to gather that the estimates for 1880-81 will be even sufficient to meet the outstanding 
charges of 1879-80, so that there was in effect no provision whatever for the military 
operations of the current year. 

5. I find that the estimate of the Military Accountant-General for the year 1880-81 
was submitted by him on the 19th of January 1880, with a memorandum containing the 
following words :—‘ For the Kabul charges it has not been considered necessary to do 
‘“ more than repeat last year’s provision, Rs. 2,00,00,000. But for the renewal of hos- 
tilities in September last, that sum would probably have sufficed to meet the extra 
charges of the year. With an early settlement of affairs beyond the frontier, the same 
amount may suffice to wind up the accounts of the campaign; should the operations 
be protracted, this figure will no doubt have to be increased, hereafter, in the revised 
estimate, as has been done this year.” 
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6, Major Newmarch states that he had the following data for his estimate :— 
1. He swe that ue over 100 lacs of expenditure incurred in 1879-89 
oul : Re outstanding at the end of the year, and have to be provided for jn 

2. The estimates of the Controllers of Military Accounts for 1880- 

dates are not given) were as follows :— 

Bengal, 200 lacs, without remark. 

Madras, 6 lacs, with a remark that it was 
first four months of 1879-80, which 
estimate for the cost from April to July i 
of 1879-80. 

Bombay, nothing, the Controller leaving it to Major Newmarch to supply th 
figures. Ppiy sre 

7. Thus the Controllers’ estimates amounted to 206 lacs, without any provision for 
the expenses in 1880-81 of the Bombay army engaged on the Kandahar line, or for the 
arrears on that line for 1879-80, so far as regarded Bombay troops. Major Newmarch 
however, submitted an estimate of 200 lacs upon the supposition that this amount would 
suffice if the operations were not protracted. Even upon this supposition, the estimate 
seems to have been insufficient; the 200 lacs provided in 1879-80 included arrears of 
only 60 lacs, whereas the 200 lacs provided for 1880-81 included an estimated arrear of 
100 lacs; consequently, the provision for the current expenditure of the later year was 
less by 40 lacs than had been allowed for the past year. 

8. But, putting aside this minor question, I cannot understand how an estimate based 
on the expenditure of 1879-80 couid have been thought sufficient for 1880-81. I find, 
from statements transmitted in the Military Department, that the total force in the field 
and warned for service amounted to 40,260 on the lst January 1879, and to 51,746 on 
the lst January 1880, a Jarge part of the latter force being cinployed at a much greater 
distance from its base, and on much more extended operations, than in 1879. During 
January and February last the military expenditure is stated to have greatly increased ; 
yet, without any prospect of a speedy termination of the operations when the estimates 
were revised just before the financial statement was delivered, no alteration of the figures 
was made. 

9. Sir Edwin Johnson does not state whether, in recommending the estimate for 
adoption on the 26th of January, he drew attention to the remark of Major Newmarch 
above quoted ; but I presume that, according to what I understand to be the usual 
practice, the memorandum was forwarded to the Financial Department with the estimate. 
It this was done, it requires explanation how, when the time came for revision, no correc- 
tion was considered necessary in the T'inancial Department. ; 

10. It is stated in the 4th paragraph of the letter from the Government of India of 
the 4th of May, that a doubt was felt whether too large an amount had not been inserted 
by the Military Accountant-General in the Regular Estimate for 1879-80; but, as he 
maintained the accuracy of the estimate, it was not altered. The great increase of 
expenditure, however, which is said to have begun in January, and which would mate- 
rially affect the estimates for 188U-81, seems to have been unknown to the Government 
of India, or overlooked by them, when the statement was made in the Legislative 
Council by Sir John Strachey on the 24th of February, and when the Viceroy concluded 
the debate on the 2nd of March. en gk 

11. Yet, assuming that Major Newmarch had made allowance in his original estimate 
for the great increase of the force shown in the orders given at the end of December 
1879, it seems unaccountable that it should not have been foreseen that additional 
expense would be caused by the orders issued in January. : 

12. I further remark that this increase, actual or possible, in the force engaged "i 
active operations is not one of the reasons assigned hy Sir Edwin Johnson as having !c¢ 
to a disturbance of the calculations. In his minute of the Ist of May he assigns five 
causes for the disturbance, “‘ which were not, and could hardly have been, foreseen at the 
“ time the estimates were prepared ;” namely (1), the purchase of a very great pe 
tion of the transport, instead of hiring it; (2), the necessity for purchasing and a 
porting six months’ supplies, to be stowed at the front and on all the lines of commun 4 
tion before the hot weather set in; (3), the enormous increase in the price of grain oa 
other supplies, and of stores, such as firewoud and forage ; (4), the necessity for mr ry 
increased wages, in addition to half-rations, to all followers north of Jhelum ; anc an 
the necessity for constructing works for the maintenance of the positions and protec 
of the troops. ; . . . these 

13. he dates when orders were issued or information received regarding 


81 (of which the 


prepared with reference to the 
appears to imply that it was an 
nelusive, at the rate of expenditure 
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several measures are not stated by Sir Edwin Johnson; and I have applied for this 
information by a telegram to your [Ixcellency on the 4th instant.* 

14, But another question remains, on which none of the papers before me appear to 
throw any light. I have already referred to the passage in the memorandum of Major 
Newmarch (para. 12) enclosed in the letter of 4th May, in which it was distinctly stated 
that his estimate of Rs. 2,00,00,000 was a simple repetition of the sum which, but for 
the renewal of hostilities in September last, would probably have sufficed to meet the 
extra charges of the year 1879-80, when, as is known, the spring campaign terminated 
in the course of June, and the extra military expenditure was reduced within narrow 
limits. 

15. Iam unaware of any circumstances which could have enabled the Government of 
India, at any moment since the commencement of the present year, to anticipate the 
termination of the campaign of 1880 before the later months of the autumn; and all the 
information which I possess points to the opposite conclusion. 

16. The state-of affairs in January rendered it impossible for the Government of India 
to forecast, with any precision, the duration of their military operations in Northern 
Afghanistan. At that time the plan of the campaign involved not only the movement 
of troops on a considerable scale and the purchase and transport of large supplies for 
Kabul, but also the special enlistment of native soldiers under a system of bounties 
which were to be granted during nine months from February last. A display of force 
in the spring was also distinctly contemplated, while there was no indication of any 
approach to such arrangements for the future Government of the country as could have 
rendered probable the withdrawal of the troops before the winter. 

17. It does not, therefore, appear that, when the estimate of Major Newmarch was 
finally accepted by the Government of India on the 18th February, any reasonable hope 
could have been entertained of an “early settlement of affairs beyond the frontier,” on 
which assumption alone the estimate of Rs. 2,00,00,000 had been considered by that 
officer to be “ probably ” sufficient; and I am unable to understand how the Govern- 
ment of India, fully acquainted, as they must have been, with the political and military 
position of affairs in Afghanistan, could have arrived at the conclusion stated in the 4th 
paragraph of their letter of the 4th May, that there was “no apparent cause for distrusting 
‘¢ the sufficiency of the Military Department’s estimates.” 

18. Your Excellency will gather from the preceding observations that I regard the cir- 
cumstances connected with the estimates of war expenditure published in the Budget of 
this year as of the utmost gravity; and I am only awaiting the explanations which your 
predecessor’s Government have promised me, to communicate to your Excellency the 
conclusions at which her Majesty’s Government may arrive upon these transactions. 

I have, &c. 
HARTINGTON. 





No. 52. 
TELEGRAM from the VICEROY, June 7, 1880. 


Your telegram 4th. Orders for purchase (of) transport, mobilisation, reserves, storage, 
supplies, &c. all issued before closure of estimates, but local failure of crops and other 
causes augmented expense (of) measures thus sanctioned. Sir KE. Johnson did not, in his 
minute, intend to iinply that above-mentioned orders had not been considered in framing: 
estimates, but that cost of carrying them out was not then sufficiently appreciated, and 
was increased by circumstances, some of which could not have been foreseen, Sir E. 
Johnson desires to explain that, in framing his estimates, he fully realised that in any 
circumstances it would most probably, for sanitary reasons, be impossible to completely 
withdraw troops to within our own frontier before October, but he considered that active 
military operations, and consequently war expenditure properly so called, were not likely to 
extend beyond July, after which date military expenditure would be confined to mainte- 
nance of positions, with consequent large reductions of cost. All such considerations as 
these, however, have become unimportant, as explanations of failure of estimate in light 
of full information subsequently obtained, which was not before Sir Edwin Johnson 
when he wrote, and which was sent by last mail. It is now shown that failure (of) esti- 
mates is duc to Government having been misled as to actual past cost of war, not to any 


_ * Tt would mach help me to understand the ease, if your Excellency could telegraph dates when first 
information reached Government ov orders were issued on points mentioned by Sir Edwin Johnson, namely, 
purchase of transports, supplies for six months, great increase of prices, necessity for extra wages to followers, 
and for construction of protective works.” 
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unforeseen expansion of military operations. It has been explained in paper 

panying last Despatch that, for some time after first discovery of failure of ates hoe 
were looking for explanation in wrong direction; and some of our telegrams ss at 
parts of Sir E. Johnson’s minute, were consequently written under entire mika ppiebenni: 


of real causes. See specially telegrams of 23rd March and 20th April. 





No. 53. 


Exrract of a Lerrer from the Government or Inpia, dated June 8, 1880 No. 17 
ae ; , » No. 177 
(Financial). (Received July 3, 1880.) 

We have the honour to reply to Lord Cranbrook’s Despatches, No. 119, dated the 
15th April, and No. 133, dated the 22nd April 1880. 

In his minute forwarded with our Despatch No. 176, dated the Ist June, Sir John 
Strachey has explained the origin and nature of the failure of the estimates of the cost 
of the war in Afghanistan included in the financial statement of the 24th February last 
and has given such indications of its apprehended extent as are possible, in anticipation 
of the formal revised estimates. 

That failure fully accounts for our disappointment in respect to the opening balances 
of the current year and for our present financial condition, and explains our inability to 
meet your Lordship’s bills, as we expected to do. 

2. We cannot be surprised at the dissatisfaction manifested in these Despatches at the 
contrast between the representations of the condition of our finances contained in the 
financial statement and subsequent communications. We have already expressed our 
regret that, having been misled ourselves, we have so misled Her Majesty’s Government. 

3. Under these circumstances, we think it unnecessary to notice all the details of the 
criticisms contained in Lord Cranbrook’s Despatches. Some of them are based upon 
hypotheses (as for example estimates of our balances) which later events have disturbed, 
and others will appear unimportant in the light of later information. 

4, We have only to add, upon this part of the subject, that the expectations of an 
abnormal production of opium under the Bengal agencies have not been realised. The 
unseasonably early heat appears to have seriously interfered with the amount of the 
produce, both in Bengal and Malwa, so that it is now doubtful whether we shall not 
have to indent upon our reserve stock of Bengal opium to complete the provision of 
56,400 chests in 1881. 

5. Apart from the cost of the war, the accounts of 1879-80 seem likely to show, on 
the whole, results at least as favourable as the regular estimates; and we are aware of 
no present reason for anticipating any failure of our estimates for the current year. 

. In the light of subsequent events, we entirely share Lord Cranbrook’s regret. that 
we did not arrange for a loan in India as part of the programme of the year; but, with 
reference to paragraph 14 of Despatch No. 119, we desire to explain that the course which 
we took was not based upon any intention to borrow a very large sum in 1881. On the 
contrary, the general prospects of our finances seemed so favourable, that we had some 
hope that we might avoid borrowing in 1881 also, and certainly did not anticipate that 
we should have to borrow more than 2 crores in that year, unless some unforeseen 


calamity such as war or famine should occur. 
* * * * * 


We have, &c. 
LYTTON. 
IF, P. HAINES. 
J. STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
RIVERS THOMPSON. 
J. GIBBS. 
ALEX. FRASER. 





No. 54, 
TELEGRAM to the VICEROY, June 16, 1880. 


i : “TGs 81 
Can you telegraph how far provision made in Budget for war in 1879-80 and rene 8 
respectively will be insufficient, and do you adhere to estimates for frontier railways! 
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No. 55, 
TELEGRAM from the VICEROY, June 22, 1880. 


Yours, 16th. Cannot yet send detailed revised estimates. Following based on actual 
treasury outgoings to May. No better estimate probable before statement (for) Parlia- 
ment. Cannot safely reduce 15 millions (in) paragraph 17, financial member's minute 
(of) 20th May, but, assuming evacuation begins (in) October, that sum probably 
sufficient. ‘Total deficiency (in) military estimates 9 millions,—almost wholly due 
depends on (? to defects in) war record (in) accounts. Financial member’s suggested 
reform. If reform complete. war charges in 1879-80, 62 millions,—1890-81, 52 
(millions) ; being excess over estimates (of ) 1879-80 (of) 54 millions,—1880-81, 33 
(millions). If system unchanged, total recorded charges (in) 1878-79, 676,000Q/. ; 
1879-80, 33 millions; 1880-81,9 (millions) ; 1881-82, 14 (millions). Foregoing figures 
all gross. Sets off, increased railway (and) telegraph receipts, possibly one million. 
Suggested account reforms also involve record (in) 1879-80 (of) other unadjusted 
differences (in) military and civil accounts, about 450,000/. Thus total possible 
addition in 1879-80 6 millions. Charges (for) frontier railways, 1879-80, closely agrec 
(with) regular (estimate). 260,000/. more granted (in) 1880-81 to prevent stoppage 
(of ) work, especially Rawulpindee section. 


No. 56. 
TELEGRAM to the VICEROY, June 24, 1880. 


Yours, 22nd. Am I right in believing excess 5} millions 1879-80 was disbursed 
during that year, and therefore, when March balance 1,301 lacs was ascertained, 34 
millions excess, besides 260,000/. railways, was all that remained to be met beyond 
Budget provision, 2,090,000/. ? 


No. 57. 
TELEGRAM from the VICEROY, June 26, 1880. 


Yours, 24th. Yes, present estimates only 3} millions excess (of) war payments this 
year besides 260,000/. raiiways; rest paid last year. ‘To reconcile 4,214,000/., para- 
graph 15 (of) minute, with 53 millions, add 850,000/. unspent balances, and 500,000/. 
(for) reasons given (in) paragraph 16. 


No. 58. 
TELEGRAM to the VICEROY, June 30, 1880. 


Yours, 26th. Besides balance 13,010,000/., was 850,000/. unspent balances available 
for war? If so, deducting that sum and budget provision from 5,500,000/, is not excess 
to be met 2,560,000/. only ? What is your revised estimated balance for 31st March 
1881, assuming home drawings 15,000,000/. F 





No. 59. 
TELEGRAM from the VICEROY, July 2, 1880. 


No. Including balances, war payments this year 635 lakhs; closing balance 12 crores, 





MEMoRANDUM ON THE FOREGOING TELEGRAMS, 


"The total cost of the war in Afghanistan, excluding the expenditure on frontier 
railways, was given in the financial statement as 676,361/. expended in 1878-79, 
3,216,000/. estimated for 1879-80, and 2,090,000/. estimated for 1880-81, making a 
total of 5,982,381/., or say 6,000,000/. 

In the telegram of the 22nd of June, the total gross cost (that is, without allowing for 
extra receipts from railways and telegraphs) is estimated at 15,000,000/. shewing an 
excess of 9,000,0001. over the former estimate. If a reform which has been suggested 
by the Financial Member of Council be carried out, »y which tne military expenditure 
would apparently be brought into the accounts at a much carlier date than before, the 
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portion of the excess so brought to account in 1879-80 would be 5,500,000/, By thi 
alteration the sum of 71,164,000/. shewn (on page 47 of the correspondence laid before 
Parliament) as “ Imperial expenditure ” in that year, would be increased by 5,500,000/ 
a corresponding reduction being made under the heads of “ other deposits repaid and 
advances madé”’ and “balances.” ‘Thus, the war expenditure brought to account to 
the 31st of March 1880 would be nearly 9,500,0007. 

The cash balance in India was, on the 31st of March 1880, about 1,183,0000. below 
the estimate of cbruary. It has since been strengthened by the loan in India, of which 
the proceeds will amount to about 3,229,770/. On the other hand, the war disburse. 
ments in 1880-81 would, under the suggested reform be 5,500,000/. instead of 2,090, 0007, 
or an excess of 3,410,000/. over the provision in the budget. Adding this last 5,500,000/, 
to the former expenditure of 9,500,000/., the total becomes 15,000,0002. in the three 

‘ears, 

: To this excess of 3,410,0002. must be added 260,000. granted for frontier raitways ; 
but an extra receipt of 300,0002. seems to be expected from railways and telegea$if 
Thus there will be a total amount of 3,370,0002. to be provided in the current oie 
the present estimates of the Government of India regarding the war should be re im 
and if in other respects the anticipation of the budget estimate should prove correqi 

It is uncertain what amount of bills will be drawn in 1880-81; but, on the assu mpion 
that the drawings will be reduced to 15,000,000/., the cash balances in India ori’the 
3lst of March 1881 are now estimated at 12,000,000/., or about 556,000/, higher 
than the estimate of February last. 







Henry WatenrFie.p, 
India Office, July 2, 1880. Financial Secretary. 
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No. t. 
Tetecram from Viceroy, 27th June 1880, to SecreTary or STATE. 


Tevraram from Thomson at ‘Teheran says, Ayub Khan marching against Kandahar 
with large force. I think we should leave Shere Ali to defend himself beyond the 
Helmund, but it seems to me, after communicating with Stewart, that it would be incon- 
sistent with security of our military position at Kandahar to allow hostile forces to cross 
that river. I propose, therefore, to instruct Primrose, if Ayub reaches Furrah, to advance 
towards Girishk with sufficient force to prevent passage of Helmund. This would neces- 
sitate moving up reinforcement from Phayre’s reserve. No troops would be moved until 
necessity actually arose. 


No. 2. 
Tetrcram from Viceroy, Ist July 1880, to Secretary oF STATE. 


Ayup’s advance guard reported tohave arrived at Furrah. Orders sent to Primrose and 
Phayre in accordance with my telegram of the 27th. 


No. 3. 
No. 154 of 1880. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


To the Ricur Hon, rae MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for India. 


My Lorp Manaus, Simla, July 6, 1880. 
We have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, a copy of further telegrams relating to affairs in Afghanistan, 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) RIPON. 

I. P. HAINES. 

JOHN STRACHEY. 

E. B. JOHNSON. 

WHITLEY STOKES. 

JAMES GIBBS. 





Enclosure | in No. 3. 
'TELEGRAM, dated 28th June 1880. 
From Restpenr, Kandahar, to Foreten, Simla. 


Letters from Herat of 5th instant report that Ayub had some time before sent 1,200 
letters to Kabul, addressed to different chiefs and officers, announcing his approach with 
a powerful army. Informant reports Ayub more than ever in the hands of the Kabulis, 
and personally unwilling to make any move ; also expresses disbelief that any move will 
be made, and predicts that if it dues, the Herati and Kabuli troops are sure to quarrel 
before they have gone far. 





Q2745. Wt. P 786. A 2 


4 


Enclosure 2 in No. 3. 
TeE.EGRAM, dated 29th June 1880. 
From Resiwenr, Kandahar, to Foreien, Simla. 


SUVERAL Caravans have arrived from Herat in last few days with news up to 5th, 
Some preparations were being made for the intended march, and six regiments were at 
Rozabad. The Governor of Meshed was preventing the exportation of gun caps to 
Afghanistan. ‘The harvest at Herat has been very fine. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 3: 
TELEGRAM, dated 27th June 1880. 
From Resipent, Kandahar, to Foreicn, Simla. 


Nintu June is day on which regular troops known to have camped outside Herat, 
Actual start probably some days later. Nevertheless I recommend despatch of brigade 
to Maiwand as quickly as possible, if only to confirm fidelity of Wali’s troops, overawe 
Zemindawar tribes, and establish confidence here. Am asking General Primvose to 
make preparatory arrangements in anticipation of orders.. 


eo 





Enclosure 4 in No, 3. 
Tetecram, dated 30th June 1880. 
From Restoent, Kandahar, to Forrtcn, Simla. 
Letter from Wali’s nephew in Washir, dated 26th, states intelligence reached him that 


Luinab with advance guard of horsemen had left Herat some days before Ayub, who 
was thea probably at Subzawar. Luinab supposed to have reached Furrah. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 3. 
Terecram, dated 30th June 1880. 
From Resment, Kandahar, to Foreten, Simla. 


Watt sends sccond letter from his nephew in Washir, giving intelligence that bn 
has arrived in Furrah with 800 Sowars, and is collecting Iurrah levies. Travellers, A 
have arrived from Herat in 12 days, say that when they left, Ayub Khan was at Rozabagh 
with regulars. ea ri 

In answer to letter of mine about report of desertions written some days go, a 
writes that 50 or 60 meu had returned to their homes when ordered to Washir, that a ey 
of his men were mutinous, but the majority quite trustworthy. 

His monthly disbursements for pay amount to one lakh six thousand rupees. 

\ 


Enclosure 6 in No. 3. 
Trerecram, No. 2122 E.P., dated Ist July 1880. 
from Foreten, Simla, to Colonel St. Joun, Kandahar. 


Your telegrams, 27th and 30th. Orders are issuing for brigade to Ne 
political instructions are that no hostile troops must cross Helmund, ve \ 
supported, if necessary, in maintaining order this side river. Beyond Helmun 
rely on his own resources. 


and. Your 
ali must be 
d he must 


Enclosure 7 in No. 3. 
TELEGRAM, dated Ist July 1880. 
From Resrpent, Kandahar, to Fortin, Simla. 


Watt writes on afternoon of 29th, that messengers from Furrah state Luinab with 
1,000 horse arrived there about the 23rd, and was collecting supplies for army which was 
at Kushiaba, 16 miles north of Furrah. Ayub was with army. Kabul troops had their 
families with them. Wali calculated Ayub arrived Furrah six days ago, inquires 
anxiously whether force will move to his support, and asks orders regarding his advancing 
forces in Washir. 

Second letter written night of 29th states messengers from Bakwa report Luinab at 
Khor Malik, 21 miles, and his advance guard at Chargaz 50 miles, this side Furrah and 
four marches from Kandahar frontier. 

I am writing to Wali not to risk collision with Ayub’s regular troops in Washir, but in 
absence of (orders ?) not giving him definite assurance of active support from here. But 
I strongly urge immediate advance of brigade. 

It is possible that Ayub may delay on frontier; but he may be at Girishk in 10 days 
or less. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 3. 
Texecram, dated 2nd July 1880. 
From Restpent, Kandahar, to Foreren, Simla. 


Norutna of importance has occurred during the week in Kandahar territory; but 
the menaced invasion from Herat is causing much excitement in the city and neigh- 
bourhood. 

Ayub Khan appears to have left the city finally about the 18th, and to have reached 
Furrah, where he was at the date of the latest advice, about the 24th. He has with him 
2,500 horse, including 900 regulars, 10 regiments of infantry, varying from 350 to 500 
men each, and six batteries of artillery, including at least one mule battery. He is said 
to be well provided with ammunition, except caps, of which a supply expected from 
Meshed had been scized by the Persian authorities at the frontier. A party of 1,000 
cavalry under the Luinab, Khushdil Khan, are four or five days’ march in frontier, and 
at date of Jatest report were in Bakwa. 

Before leaving Herat the Ulemas assembled in a mosque and invested Ayub with title 
of Amir. Hc has also had money coined in his name. 

The Wali is at Girishk with main body of his forces, two regiments of infantry, four 
guns, and 1,500 horse being in Washir under his nephew, Roshndil Khan. 

The weather is much cooler. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 3. 
Trerneram, dated 4th. July 1880. 
From Restpenr, Kandahar, to Fortran, Simla. 


Two regiments cavalry and a battery Horse Artillery marched this morning for the 
Helmund. There is no news from the Herat direction. 


No. 4. 


Mitrrary Diary or Events ror Prrtop rrom Srv to bri Jury 1880. (Extract.) 


3rd July.—Instructions have been issued for the advance of a brigade from Kandahar 
to Girishk, but it is not to cross the Helmund. Also for a brigade of the Reserve 
Division to be pushed forward from Karachi to Kandahar. 
5th July.—Licutenant-General Primrose reports as follows from Kandahar on the 
4th :— 
“Iive hundred sabres 3rd Cavalry and 3rd Sind Horse, E-B Royal Horse Artillery 
A 3 
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‘« 40 Sappers and two companies infantry, left to-day for Helmund, under co 
“ General Nuttall. Six companies 66th, and Ist and 30th N 
“ to-morrow under General Burrows’ commanding column.” 

6th July.—The following message has been received from Lieut 2 

‘i enant-Gener 

from Kandahar, dated the 5th :— . enet 

“ Your telegram of 3rd July. My telegram of yesterday to you will have informed 
“* you of the departure of cavalry and artillery for Helmund near Girishk. The apa 
“ 66th Regiment (six companies), Ist Grenadiers, and 30th Native Infantry, left a 
‘‘ morning, the whole under command of Brigadier-General Burrows. A month's 
ups have been forwarded with the troops. Lieutenant-Colonel St. John accompanies 
the force. nies 


mMmand of 
ative Infantry, leave 


ul Primrose 


No. 5. 
No. 157 of 1880. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


To the Ricut Hon. raze MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON, Her Majesty's Secretary 
of State for India. 


My Lorp Marauis, Simla, July 13, 1880. 
In continuation of our Despatch No. 154, dated the 6th July 1880, we have the 
honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of further 
telegrams relating to affairs in Afghanistan. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) RIPON. 

F. P. HAINES. 

JOHN STRACHEY. 

E. B. JOHNSON. 

WHITLEY STOKES. 

JAMES GIBBS. 

C. U. AITCHISON. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 5. 
Tevecram, dated 8th July 1880. 
From Restpent, Kandahar, to Foretcn, Simla. 


Kuusk-1-Naknup, 43 miles from Kandahar, July 7th :—Cavalry brigade arrived here 
this morning. All well. Some difficulty about supplies at last halting place, but 
abundance here. General Burrows with infantry nine miles in rear. 

Wali writes yesterday from Girishk that enemy’s cavalry had reached bank of 
Khashrud, and that remainder were in Bakwa. Doubtful whether he means remainder 
of cavalry or regular troops, probably the former. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 5. 
‘TeLecram, dated 9th July 1880. 
From Restpent, Kandahar, to Forricn, Simla. 


Oru Jury 1880.—Mir Karez, 23 miles from Helmund, July 8th :—Cavalry brigade 
arrived here this morning. All well. Have arranged to break march to-morrow a 
Oograkh, about 14 miles from here. Infantry brigade at Kushk-i-Nakhud to-day. 
All well. 

Wali sends letter from Washir of 6th, giving intelligence that Ayub arrive 
on 30th, with entire force. The families of Kabul regiments reached Farah thre 
previously; and Muhammad Omar Khan, Nurzai, has undertaken to protect 
he Luinab has collected a depot of provisions at Dilaram, and his cavalry patrol 
up to the Khash river. 


dat Farah 
e days 
them. 


daily 


“1 


Enclosure 3 in No. 5. 
Te.ecray, dated 11th July 1830. 
From Resipenr, Kandahar, to Forrtcn, Simla. 


Camp Choghak, six miles from Helmund, July 9th :—Cavalry brigade arrived here 
this morning, after 18 miles march over rather heavy ground. Ample supplies sent by 
Wali from Girishk. Heat much increased. Nothing fresh from Herat direction, 





Enclosure 4 in No. 5. 
TELEGRAM, dated 7th July 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foreman, Simla. 


I wave received information from fairly reliable sources to the effect that Ayub’s 
march on the Helmund is not so much with the object of fighting with Sher Ali as to 
keep the country in a state of anarchy, and make its adininistration and collection of 
revenue as difficult as possible. Ayub will, if he can, avoid fighting with the British 
troops. Sirdar Abdulla Khan, Nassar, is with Ayub Khan, and is said to have been 
mainly instrumental in adjusting the differences existing between the Herat and Kabuli 
troops, which formerly prevented the march of Ayub’s army. Dissensions still exist. 
One of Wali Sher Al's regiments is said to have deserted. 





Enclosure 5 in No. 5. 
TrLecram, dated 10th July 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Forrien, Simla, 


Tur march of the Herat army under Ayub Khan towards the Helmund has caused 
much excitement in country, but the impression scems to be that Ayub Khan does not 
intend to oppose the British, but merely Wali Sher Ali. Tour railway coolies were 
killed near Hari gorge by, it is supposed, the relations of the six Marris reported last 
week as having been killed by the Sind Horse near Thall. ‘The Marri Chiefs have 
promised Mr. Duke, Political Officer, to surrender the murderers. 


No. 6. 
No. (62 of 1880, 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
FORELGN DEPARTMENT. 


To the Rigur Hon, rue MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON, Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India. 


My Lorn Manrauts, Simla, July 20, 1880, 
In continuation of our Despatch, No. 157, dated 13th July 1880, we have the 
honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of further 
tclegrams relating to affairs in Afghanistan. 
Wc have, &c. 
(Signed) RIPON. 

I’. P. HAINES. 

JOWUN STRACHEY. 

FE. B. JOHNSON. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

JAMES GIBBS. 

C. U. AITCHISON. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 6. 
TeLecraM, dated 12th July 1880. 
From Lieutenant Muir, Kandahar, to Foretun Unner, Simla, 


_ News confirmed that Sartip Nur Muhammad Khan and Habibulla, son of Sind, 
Khairulla Khan, have deserted from Wali’s force and gone to Naozad, They a 
accompanied advanced force to Wasbir. Nothing further is known of their aie : 


They had no following. Wali has written to his son here to confiscate their propert = 


Enclosure 2 in No. 6. 


TrLecram, dated 13th July 1880. 
From’ Restoenr, Kandahar, to Foreten, Simla. 


Camp, bank of Helmund, opposite Girishk, July 10th.— Arrived here this morning 
All well. No news from Farah. Three days ago Sartip Nur Muhammad Khan, cousin 
of the Wali, attempted to excite the Wali’s troops in Washir to mutiny and join Ayub, 
On their refusal he quitted the camp with some 80 horsemen, and has gone to Naszad, 
40 miles to north-west of this. Wali has sent Sirdar Gul Muhammad Khan after him. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 6. 
Tevecram, dated 13th July 1880. 
I'rom Restpent, Kandahar, to Foreren, Simla. 


Camp near Girishk, 11th July.—General Burrows with infantry brigade arrived this 
morning. All well. The Helmund is tordable everywhere, and presents no obstacle to 
passage of an army. Forage and wood in any quantity about the river. Other supplies 
are being furnished in abundance by Wali. Sirdar Gul Muhammad Khan marched for 
Naozad yesterday evening with a strong body of cavalry. Trustworthy news has arrived 
that Ayub’s main body was at Saki in Bakwa on 6th, and that Luinab was to turn off 
from that place with the cavalry into Zamindawar. A spy, however, states that Luinab’s 
main body was two days ago at Dilaram, and that his advance guard of 100 men had 
arrived in Washir. The advanced column of Wali’s troops is about 20 miles north-east 
of this. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 6. 
Tevecram, dated 14th July 1880. 
From Restwentr, Kandahar, to Foreten, Simla. 


Ginisuk, July 12th.—An intercepted letter from Luinab shows that lic was at Washir 
on the 10th, and that Ayub was not far in rear. Sartip Nur Muhammad Khan, failing 
to persuade the Naozad people to rise, has gone to Washir. A son of Sirdar Ghulam 
Muhiuddin Khan deseried) the Wali’s advanced guard yesterday with 20 men to join the 
Sartip. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 6. 
TeLecram, dated 16th July 1880. 
From Restpent, Kandahar, to Forrian, Simla. es 
Gintsnk, July 14th, 9.30 a.m.—All arrangements having been made by Wali, for 
crossing to our side river and his baggage packed, Kabul regiment, amutinied, ucize 
guns and Wali’s baggage, and drove his cavalry across river. Rest. of infantry Jome 
them, and they are now moving along west bank. Cavalry are going in pursuit. 
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Enclosure 6 in No. 6. 
TeLecram, dated 16th July 1880. 
From Resipent, Kandahar, to Fortean, Simla. 


Ginisux, July 14th.—Cavalry, horse artillery, and eight companies infantry pursued 
mutineers, who were marching along west bank of river for several miles, and captured 
all their six guns which came into action to cover retreat, but after a few rounds from 
horse artillery were abandoned. Majority of infantry had previously dispersed, but a 
few desperate men held some enclosures and had to be dislodged by infantry. Mutineers’ 
loss not great; may have amounted to 40 or 50; our loss one man, 66th, killed, and 
two wounded, with some horses. Captured guns and waggons brought in to our 
camp. 

Av abs army is to-day at Bibanak, three marches distant. Seven deserters from 
Ayub’s regular cavalry arrived here. They left army at Washir, and state Sartip Nur 
Muhammad has replaced Luinab in command of advanced cavalry, having declared to 
Ayub that Luinab was in correspondence with Wali. They also declare that Nur 
Muhammad has advised Ayub to remain in Zamindawar with regulars, while he raised 
the country with the tribal cavalry. 





Enclosure 7 in No. 6. 
Tevecram, dated 16th July 1880. 
From Reswent, Kandahar, to Foreign, Simla. 


Grrisuk, 14th, 9.30 a.m.—Ayub Khan is probably at Lar, two marches distant. 





Enclosure 8 in No. 6. 
Tevecram, dated 17th July 1880. 
From Rrsipent, Kandahar, to Foreign, Simla. 


Camp Mirkarez, July 16th.—Loss and discomfiture of mutineers greater than at first 
reported. Forty-six bodies were found and buried by villagers, among them colonel of 
artillery and a captain of Kabul regiment, in which most casualties took place. _ Part of 
this regiment marched westward yesterday, but all the others dispersed to their homes 
on evening of 14th. J found that all the flour and ghee collected by Wali for our use in 
his camp and the fort had been plundered and carried off. This left force entirely 
dependent on foraging, from which little was to be expected in neighbourhood of Girishk. 
The river offering in its present condition no obstacle in any place to the passage of 
troops, the Wali’s army having ceased to exist, and reports reaching me from different 
quarters that Ayub’s inteution was to cross river further north, if at all, General 
Burrows determined rightly, in my opinion, to fall back on Kushk-i-Nakhud, where 
several roads from Helmund to Kandahar meet, where supplies are abundant and com- 
munication with Kandahar easy. Accordingly entire force marched last night 23 miles 
to this place, and goes on to Kushk-i-Nakhud, cight miles further, to-morrow. The 
Wali is with us, part of his cavalry has dispersed ; part is at Kushk-i-Nakhud with his 
nephews and other Sirdars. 4 

Post from Kandahar interrupted for one day and bags lost, but is now coming in 
regularly. Captured guns brought with us, but three waggons with their ammunition 


destroyed for want of carriage. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 6. 
Tenecram, dated 19th July 1880. 
: y 
I'rom Resrpent, Kandahar, to Foreren, Simla. 

Kusnk-1-Naknun, July 17th.—FVorce arrived here this morning. All well. Principal 
Sirdars and Chiefs are here, with about 500 horses. ‘The Alizais of Zamindawar accom- 
panied them, but asked and obtained leave to return to their homes to protect their 
families and property. 

Q 2719, B 
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Many of the mutineers have been seized and disarmed, while passi 
. , n i 
the way to their homes. passing through this on 
As far as can be ascertained the country about here is quiet. 
No news of Ayub’s force. . 


Enclosure 10 in No. 6. 
TeLecram, dated 19th July 1880. 
From Reswent, Kandahar, to Foretcn, Simla. 


Camp, Kushki-i-Nakhud, July 18th.—All quiet in this vicinity en route to Kandahar 
whence post and single messengers pass constantly without trouble. All accounts tend 
to show that mutineers, with few exceptions, have returned to their homes, many without 
arms. ‘Two hundred of Ayub’s cavalry reached Girishk yesterday and sent back word 
of its evacuation to main body then at Mahmudabad, some 16 or 20 miles distant, A 
servant of Wali’s taken off by mutineers to camp of advanced cavalry, states that story 
of Luinab having been disgraced is untrue, and that he was apparently preparing to cross 
the river above Girishk. ‘The camp here moves two miles nearer Girishk to-morrow. 
Supplies are plentiful; immense quantities of grain lying unthrashed in fields round 
camp, but wood is scarce. 


No. 7. 
No. 169 of 1880. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


‘To the Ricut Hon. rar MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for India. 


My Lorp Marautis, Simla, July 27, 1880. 
In continuation of our Despatch, No. 162, dated 20th July 1880, we have the 
honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of further 
telegrams relating to affairs in Afghanistan. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) RIPON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
JOHN STRACHEY. 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
WHITLEY STOKES. 
JAMES GIBBS. 
C. U. AITCHISON. 





Enclosure | in No. 7. 
Tevecram, dated 20th July 1880. 
From Restpent, Kandahar, to Foreten, Simla. 


Camp Kushk-i-Nakhud, July 19th.—This morning General Burrows shifted his camp 
three miles back towards Girishk. Fifteen hundred or two thousand of Ayub’s sowars 
arrived at Girishk yesterday. Main body still at Mahmudabad. Considerable numbers 
of ghazis have passed along by roads to join Ayub, Abubekr, Alizai, who murdered 
Colonel Moore’s Munshi last ycar, and headed the force at Colonel Malcolmson's engage- 
ment here, is said to have brought a number of men from Zamindawar, In our neigh- 
bourhood all quiet. Cavalry patrols regularly for ten miles in every direction. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 7. 
Tetreram, dated 2)st July 1880. 
From Lieutenant Murr, Kandahar, to Foureten, Simla. 


Genera Brooke and Major Adam, Assistant Quartermaster-Gencral, escorted by 
four sowars, were fired at by two men this morning in the Kotal-i-murch, a steep Pp’ 


I} 


leading into the Arghandab valley, about five miles distant from cantonments. One of 
the sowar’s horses was killed. Tarties of cavalry and infantry were immediately sent 
out to surround the hills, and it is hoped that the men may be caught. 

Shortly afterwards a report, probably caused by our troops being seen leaving canton- 
ments, spread among the town people that the enemy were approaching, and a panic 
ensued. Order was quickly restored, and all is quict and as usual. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 7. 
TELEGRAM, dated 21st July 1880. 
From Resipent, Kandahar, to Foreicn, Simla. 


yamv Kushki-Nakhud, July 20th.—No symptoms of advance by Ayub, whose 
cavalry have not yet crossed the river. The country in this vicinity quiet, except about 
the Arghandeh, where Achakzai nomads are committing depredation. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 7. 
‘TELEGRAM, dated 21st July 1880. 
From Resmwent, Kandahar, to Foretcn, Simla. 


Camp Kushk-i-Nakhud, July 21st, 9 a.m.—Enemy’s main body reached Helmund 
about 12 miles above Girishk yesterday, and sent back camels to bring up baggage and 
stores left behind at last stage for want of carriage. A considerable number of tribal 
sowars, mutineers, and ghazis had joined them. It is stated to be Ayub’s intention to 
attack us here, moving by Sangbar road. Luinab with a large number of cavalry is 
reported to have moved down the Helmund with intention of crossing to Arghandab and 
attacking our camp ; but this requires confirmation. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 7. 
Tevecram, dated 23rd July 1880." 
From Resmwent, Kandahar, to Foreten, Simla. 


Camp Kushk-i-Nakhud, July 22nd.—Spies report that Ayub’s troops have crossed the 
Helmund at Haidarabad. A party of his cavalry came yesterday to Sangbar, 14 miles 
from here, but returned again. A small party of ghazis, who have collected there, state 
that they cxpected 4,000 horsemen to arrive to-day, and the main body to-morrow, 
Few supplies being available at Sangbar, Ayub cannot halt there beyond a day. Being 
apprehensive of a night attack by the enemy’s numerous cavalry, General Burrows has 
shifted his camp to a new position, in which the stores, sick, and baggage animals are in 
an enclosure. Report raises number of ghazis and men, who have joined Ayub, to 4,000. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 7. 
Tevecram, dated 24th July 1880. 
From Resipenr, Kandahar, to Forricn, Simla. 


Kusuk-t-Nakuup, July 23rd, 9 a.m.—lIntelligence brought last. night that Luinab with 
400 sowars was moving on Maiwand to collect provisions. Main body of enemy was 
yesterday still at Haidarabad on this side river. Cavalry reconnaissance going towards 
Nangbar met about 400 enemy’s sowars moving towards Maiwand. A demonstration of 
cavalry and artillery made them retreat by the road they had come. They state that 
regular troops will remain in reserve pushing forward cavalry and ghazis. Neither will 
attempt to move by main road, but kcep along foot of hills. Herati regiments reported 
to be very uneasy at being taken so far from home. 


B2 4 
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Enclosure 7 in No. 7. 
‘Tevecram, dated 24th July 1880. 
From Lieutenant Mum, Kandahar, to Forricn, Simla, 


In and around the city all is quiet. A few shots were fired from outsi i 

the Shikarpur Gate, where a waned of our troops is stationed. No eee 
Arghastan, Kadanai, and Derawat districts are slightly disturbed. The rest uiet NE 
more reports of gatherings. Most of the malcontents having probably left to ‘in A i 
no further news of Abu Said’s sons, who were reported trying to raise a eatheri ae 
Kadanai. 3 renee 
_ On the 14th, Muhammad Aslam with a body of sowars attacked a fort near Kelat 
i-Ghilzai, occupied by Sirdar’s men collecting revenue. He was repulsed. By leteas 
accounts he was near Shahjui, with a following of about 40 men. District otherwise 
quiet. 





Enclosure 8 in No. 7. 
TELEGRAM, dated 24th July 1880. 
From Resrpent, Kandahar, to Forercn, Simla. 


Kusuk-1-Naknup, 24th.—Retirement of enemy’s cavalry this morning complete. None 
have passed us. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 7. 
Tevecram, dated 25th July 1880. 
From Resient, Kandahar, to Forercn, Simla. 


Kusuk-1-Nakuvp, July 24th.—Reconnoitring parties sent out to Sangbar and Maiwand 
this morning saw no signs of the enemy. The cavalry driven back yesterday was com- 
manded by tie Luinab and fell back from Sangbar to the Helmund. Last night a body 
of 450 cavalry crossed the hills to the north three days ago, and came down to the 
Arghandab valley in our rear. It is believed to have been sent by the Sartip to bring 
away his family hidden in the villages there. A Populzai Khan of Khakrez has brought 
in letter from Ayub, calling on him to join his army, and reports that Habibulla Khan, 
Barakzai, has passed up the valley trying to make the people rise. He has as yet had 
little success, though there is much excitement throughout the country. Much mischief 
is caused by false reports that the Wali is a prisoner in our camp. — Fifty sowars of the 
Sind Horse arrived here from Kandabar on the 21st, and found road quict. 





No. 8. 
Trvecram from Governor or Bombay, 28th July 1880, to Secrerary oF STATE. 
. . Y < ? 
Primnose telegraphs to-day from Kandahar :—Terrible disaster. General Burrows 
force annihilated. We are going into citadel. General Phayre telegraphed to collect 
. Yt 7 
what forces he can, und march on Kandahar. Posts are being concentrated at Chaman. 
Message ends, I have telegraphed Simla. We can send another brigade if necessary. 





No. 9. 
Tevecram from Viceroy, 28th July 1880, to Secrerary oF State. 


Gewnerat, Burrows has been seriously defeated by Ayub Khan. Primrose has vacated 
cantonments at Kandahar and retired to citadel. We are pushing forward reinforce- 
ments already on their way, as quickly as possible, and sending large additional ou 
ments from India. It may be necessary to anticipate despatch of troops from Englanc 
intended for this season’s reliefs. 
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No. LO. 
No. 175 of 1880. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


To tHe Ricut Hon. trax MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for India. 


My Loro Marauis, Sunla, August 3, 1880. 

In forwarding, for the information ot Her Majesty’s Government, copies of 
further telegrams regarding the staie of’ affairs in Aighanistan, in continuation of those 
forwarded with our Despatch, No. 169, dated 27th July 1880, we have the honour to 
summarize, as follows, the information which they contain regarding the reverse sustained 
by the force under command of Brigadier-General Burrows. 

2. On the 12th July news reached Colonel St. John, the Political Officer with General 
Burrows’ force, that the advanced portion of Ayub Khan’s army was at Washir, and 
that Avub Khan himself was not far in rear. The British brigade was then encamped 
on the Helmund opposite Girishk, the troops of the Wali of Kandahar being on the 
further bank of the river. On the 13th, it appeared that the infantry in the service of 
the Wali was in such an ansatisfactory state and so untrustworthy, that General Burrows 
and Colonel St. John deliberated on the question of disarming them. But the next 
morning, before any steps could be taken, the Wali’s infantry deserted in a body, taking 
with them a battery of artillery. ‘The mutineers were pursued by a portion of General 
Burrows’ brigade and dispersed, the guns and baggage being recovered. At this time 
[14th July], Sirdar Ayub Khan’s army was reported to be three marches distant from 
Girishk. ; 

3. As the mutinous troops had plundered the stores of supplies collected at Girishk 
by Sher Ali Khan, and as reports had reached Colonel St. John that it was Ayub Khan’s 
intention, if he crcssed the river Helmund at all, to do so ata point to the north of 
Girishk, General Burrows determined on the 15th July to retire to Kushk-i-Nakhud, a 
distance of 30 miles from Girishk and 45 miles from Kandahar, where several roads from 
the Helmund to Kandahar converge, and where supplies where plentiful. This retire- 
ment was effected on the 17th. On the 18th all was rcported quiet in the vicinity of 
Kushk-i-Nakhud, and it was believed that the majority of the mutinous treops had dis- 
persed to their homes. he advanced portion of Ayub’s cavalry had reached Girishk 
the day before. On the 19th, General Burrows shifted his camp three miles nearer 
Girishk, and on the 22nd he again moved it to a new position, in which he was able to 
place his sick, stores, and baggage, in an enclosure, being apprehensive of a night attack 
by the enemy. 

4. On the 21st it had been reported that Ayub Khan’s force had reached Haidarabad 
on the Helmund, 12 miles above Girishk, and that the intention was to advance by way 
of Sangbar. On the 22nd, our cavalry appear to have come in sight of that of the 
enemy, who retired without coming into action, a demonstration with cavalry and artillery 
having sufficed to cause them to fall back. On the 25th Ayub Khan with his entire 
force was known to be at MTaidarabad, while bis cavalry occasionally occupied Sangbar, and 
it was reported to be his intention to advance on the 25th by Sangbar and Maiwand, and 
to endeavour to pass by General Burrows’ force into the Arghandab valley above Kan- 
dahar. This news was received by us on the 27th July. 

5. On the morning of the 28th we received a telegram from Licutenant Muir, Assistant 
Political Officer at. Kandahar, announcing the total defeat and dispersion of General 
Burrows’ force, with heavy loss in officers and men, and reporting that, in consequence, 
General Primrose had vacated the cantonment at Kandahar, moving al] his troops into 
the citadel. This intelligence was gradually supplemented, during the 28th and 29th, by 
telegrams from Sir R. Sandeman at Quetta, who reported that telegraphic communica- 
tion was broken down before noon on the 28th, between the Chaman Post, west 
of the Khojak Pass, and Kandahar; the last message received in Quetta inti- 
mating that the disaster, though severe, was not so complete as General Prim- 
rose had at first believed. ‘The report that. the whole of General Burrows’ force 
had been annihilated, which was transmitted to England, and which is inconsistent 
even with the few details contained in the first account of the affair received 
ut Kandahar, seems to have been founded upon a telegram sent direct by General 
Primrose to the Bombay Government. Nevertheless, the account of the action 
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received this morning from Colonel St. John by a telegram, dated Kandah 
Icaves no doubt that the British force encountered an enemy greatly superior 2 
well posted, and of formidable strength in artillery and cavalry, that our hots ay 
defeated, and that it fell back in great disorder on Kandahar, suffering heavy loss dh be 
the retreat, mainly through the exhaustion of the troops. At, Kandahar Gene 
Primrose was reported to be making preparations against an attack by fortifying nee 
in the citadel, where provisions and ammunition are said to be plentiful. : 
6. We are taking all possible measures for speedily pushing 


forward reinforcements to 
the relief of the troops now in Kandahar. As the first step towards the attainment of 


this object, all the troops at Quetta, in Pishin, and on the railway line between Sibi and 
Quetta are being concentrated in Pishin, the railway works being temporarily abandoned 
until the advance of reinforcements from India make it again possible to arrange suitably 
for their protection. Troops are also being forwarded from India as rapidly as possible 
and a strong division, now under formation at Kabul, will be ready in a few days i 
march for Kandahar vid Ghazni. 

7. In Kabul and its neighbourhood all is reported quiet, and the necessary arrange. 
ments are now being made with Sirdar Abdul Rahman Khan, the newly-recognised 
Amir of Kabul. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) RIPON. 
F. P. HAINES. 
JOHN STRACHEY, 
E. B. JOHNSON. 
WHITLEY STOKES. 
JAMES GIBBS. 
C. U. AITCHISON. 


ou 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 10. 
No. 394, dated Camp Kushk-i-Nakhud, 17th July 1880. (Extract.) 


From Lieutenant-Colonel O. B. C. Sr. Jounn, C.S.1., Resident, Southern Afghanistan, to 
A. C. Lyaut, Esq., C.B., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Depart- 
ment. 


I nave the honour to subinit tor the information of Government a detailed account of 
the events of the last few days, with the Icading incidents of which my daily telegrams 

ill have kept you informed. 
ete iavanced column under Brigadier-General Nuttall, with which I marched, 
reached Girishk on Saturday morning the 10th, and the main body under Brigadier 
Genera! Burrows the following day. The total force then consisted of one battery fe 
Horse Artillery, two regiments of Cavalry, one company of Sappers, six companies 0 
British Infantry, and two regiments of Native Infantry. 

3. Our camp was pitched in comparatively low ground on the lett bank of the Se 
almost immediately opposite the fort of Girishk, from which it was separated, first by " 
river itself, fordable at the present time at intervals of half a mile at most, and nae y 
by a belt of grass and jungle over a mile in width. A bridged road leads trom the i 
to the fort. The camp of his Highness the Wali was pitched about a mile Pea 
fort, partly on the high sloping banks of the river's bed, and partly in the low land be me 
His force then consisted of three regiments of infantry, numbering about 1,300 met e 
six-pounder smooth-bore guns, and about 1,000 tribal cavalry. The remainder 0 i 
force was in advance under his nephew Sirdar Roshndil Khan at Karezat, 20 to 7 a 
distant, and consisted of 400 infantry, the remaining four guns of his battery, and a 

ibal cavalry. ; 

ae ieee seenine of the day of our arrival the Wali visited me, and gave We ac : 
what I had heard by message from him in the morning, that his cousin Bekele e 
Mubammad Khan had deserted the advanced camp at Karezat with his own sowa i 
in number, after an ineffectual attempt to induce the rest of the troops to Saeed ai 
to Sirdar Muhammad Ayub Khan’s camp, then in Washir. The Wali then to oe a 
in spite of this evidence of fidelity on the part of the troops, he felt. by no he Bool 
fident in their loyalty. He was anxious for us to cross and camp on ye es i 
the river, but I did not then think right to tell him definitely that t e oe eal 
command had most stringent orders not to do so, hoping that Brigadier 
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Burrows, who would arrive the next morning, would bring permission to act on his own 
discretion. 

5. No such permission having been received, I told the Wali the next evening that 
under no circumstances should we cross the river. He was much depressed, and said that 
in that case it would be impossible for him to do anything to oppose Ayub’s advance, 
and that he would concentrate all his troops at Girishk. To this I agreed, considering 
that if their fidelity was doubtful, it would be better to have the whole of them within 
reach than to leave a large proportion in a place where there would be no obstacle to 
their going over to the enemy. 

6. The next day (Monday the 12th), I did not see the Wali, but finding from various 
sources that the disaffection among his troops was far more serious than he had led’‘me 
to believe, and seeing that he was unwilling that I should go to his camp, I sent for his 
confidential Secretary, who confirmed the information. By him I sent a message to the 
Wali asking him whether it would not be better to disarm the whole or part of his regular 
troops, or, if he was unable to do so himself, to authorise us to take measures for the 
purpose. To this he eagerly assented, and he appointed the next morning to meet and 
talk the matter over. 

7. At sunrise the next morning I met his Highness on the west bank of the river, and 
rode with him to the fort and across again to our camp, where he spent a considerable 
time in discussing the situation with General Burrows and myself. He freely admitted 
the untrustworthiness of his men, placing the blame mainly on the Sartip and on a certain 
Sardaru Khan, the principal officer of his army, who was known to have received many 
communications from Ayub Khan, some of which he had made over to the Wali. ‘“ But 
‘« the only really disaffected corps,” he declared, “ was the Kabir regiment, about 450 
‘* strong, which had been sent to him last September from Kabul, where it had been 
‘* stationed for 10 years.” If this regiment was disarmed there would be no cause to 
fear the others, but he himself could not disarm it without our assistance. This the very 
stringent orders received by Gencral Burrows prevented his doing as long as the Wali’s 
force remained on the right bank, and his Highness therefore offered, on receipt of a 
written request from me, which he could show his officers, to bring the whole of his force 
to the left bank the next morning. Later on, General Burrows, as reported by telegram, 
determined to cross the river to disarm the Wali’s troops should the step appear necessary. 
The next morning, while our own camp was being shifted to a better position a mile and a 
half up stream, I watched the Wali’s encampment from the opposite heights, The tents 
were struck about six, and half-an-hour later the Wali’s cousin, Sirdar Dilawar Khan, came 
across to fix a site forthe new camp. [Everything was, he said, proceeding satisfactorily, 
but a quarter of an hour later news was brought me that the troops had mutinied, seized 
the guns and baggage and driven the Wali and the whole of his cavalry and principal 
officers across the river. Riding back to the ford I met the Wali with a large number of 
horsemen; he said that after striking the tents and packing the baggage, the Kabir 
regiment had marched up to the high bank where the guns were, had seized them, forced 
the gunners to join them, and driven him and all but a few sowars who joined the muti- 
neers out of the camp. ‘The Wali added that many of the sowars who had accompanied 
him were untrustworthy, and begged me to fall back in the Kandahar direction at once. 
I told him that this would be quite unnecessary with our strong force, and that we would 
first punish the mutincers, and recover the guns. After some delay, mainly caused by 
uncertainty whether the mutineers intended to hold a position about the fort or move off 

towards Herat, and of the attitude of the Wali’s sowars, the 


Baie Cate troops, as per margin, moved across the river by a ford directly 
Company Sappers. in front of our new camp, two miles above Girishk, at 9.30 a.m., 
Four companies, 66th Regiment. 1 ne ] 0 . ino ¢ : 5] 

Pont eRe, Tagale Lat the mutincers being then seen streaming along the opposite 


bank two miles distant. After the troops had crossed the ford 
I rode on to the advanced guard, which brought the mutincers to bay a few minutes 
before 11 a.m. at a distance of four miles from the camp. Half-an-hour later they moved 
to a second position a mile further’ on, and opened fire with the 6-pounder guns on the 
cavalry. This they kept up at intervals till the Horse Artillery, whose passage was 
much delayed by irrigation channels and rough ground, came into action at half-past 12. 

8. On the bricf engagement that ensued it is not my province to enlarge: suffice to 
say that at 2 p.m. all firing had ceased and I returned to camp five miles off by a dif- 
{erent road and ford to that by which I had come. I mention this to show the feebleness 
of the obstacle which the [Hclmund in a season like the present offers to military opera- 
tions. During my stay of five days I crossed it in nine different places with a guide, in 
a distance of tive miles. 


B4 


16 


9. On my return I found the Wali with a few servants in our camp: he infor 

Bs ° sears : : med ine 
that the majority of his sowars were still with him, though a few had, he found. iomei 
the mutineers, and a few more fled to Kandahar. Most of those that had ener 
sent their baggage in the same direction. Before leaving camp, I had asked that a 2 
with camels should be sent to bring across the atta, grain, and ghee stored for us A ‘: 
Wali in the fort; this had been done, but the atta and ghee had disappeared, ee 
large quantities of raw grain remained. cee 

10. The next morning after consultation with the Wali as to the possibility of feedin 
the troops at Girishk, I reluctantly came to the conclusion to recommend Geucul 
Burrows to fall back on Kushk-i-Nakhud, whither the Wali had sent the whole of his 
sowars the night before. 

11. The position of Kushk-i-Nakhud offers many advantages. Should the enemy 
cross at Girishk and follow the road we came, he would have to meet us cither ip an 
cutrenched position here, or on ground of our owa choosing, covering the first water. 
course on this side of the desert which separates us from Girishk. Should he take the 
northern road, he would have to meet us at Maiwand, 10 miles off, or, if he Keeps to the 
river line, the Arghandab is less than that distance to the south. In fact, we are half 
way between the mountains to the north and the sandy desert to the south, at the point 
where these approach each other most nearly. 

12. Should Sirdar Muhammad Ayub Khan, however, carry out what is, according to 
some reports, his intention of moving to Tirin and Darawut, and stirring up the country 
from there, the situation would be entirely changed, and the presence of so large a force 
here useless. 

13. In conclusion, I have the honour to make a few remarks with reference to the 
effect on the country of this so far successful invasion. It is well known to you, that 
for many months Ayub Khan and his partisans haye used every cffort to inflame the 
religious and patriotic feclings of the chiefs and people against us and our proééyé, Sher 
Ali Khan. These had apparently little or no eficct at the time and as long as the possi- 
bility of an invasion from Herat seemed more than remote, particularly after the failure 
of the first attempt. But the actuai presence on the frontier of an army of their own 
fellow tribesmen, under a prince of their recent ruling family, the memory of whose 
oppression a year and a half of prosperity has sufficed to obliterate from the minds ol 
this fickle people, has, I have reason to suspect, created a more powerful and general 
feeling in Ayub’s favour than one who had only known Kandahar a year ago would 
believe possible ; and it is far from improbable that, unless Ayub Khan’s army be defeated 
and dispersed at once, something very like a general rising may take place. “That this 
could attain the formidable dimensions which have been reached in Kabul, the unwarlike 
character of the modern Durani and the physical features of the country forbid, but it 
may cause considerable trouble and annoyance and involve somewhat extended oper 


tions. 





‘nclosure 2 in No. 10. 
Trevrcram, dated 25th July 1880. 
Vrom Resipunt, Kandahar, to Foretcn, Simla, 
Kusuk-1-Nakuup, July 24th.—If enemy moves up Helmund, General Burrows pur 


poses sending back superfluous baggage and sick to Kandahar and moving up Khakrez 
valley, opening up fresh line of communications. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 10. 
‘TrLeenam, dated 26th July 1880. 
Krom Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to orrten, Simla. 


Generat Phayre has received information from the [Kandahar Road commandar 
corroborating what 1 previously told him that Ayub’s cavalry meditate an attac o 
the Gulistan direction on our communication. ‘The general is sending there to-mot 
from Quetta a small column consisting of 450 infantry, 2 guns, and a few cavalry. a 

‘The 24th Native Regiment is at Darwaza, and hopes to reach Quetta to-morrow 


next day. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 10. 
. TeLecram, dated 27th July 1880. 
From ResIpent, Kandahar, to Foreien, Simla. 


Kusuk-!1-Naxuup, July 25th.—Ayub, with his entire force, is still about Haid arabad. 
His cavalry outposts occasionally occupying Sangbar, near which two men of SindHorse 
on outpost duty were surprised and killed. This morning spies report that he intends 
moving on the 28th by both roads through Sangbar and through Maiwand. His object 
being to get past us into the Arghandab valley above Kandahar. 


Enclosure 5 in No. 10. 
TevecraM, dated 28th June 1880. 
From Lieutenant Murr, Kandahar, to Foreren, Simla. 


Tora defeat and dispersion of General Burrows’ force. Heavy loss in both officers 
and men. General Primrose has vacated cantonments and brought all his troops into 
citadel. Officers and men returning in small parties. Wali has arrived. Colonel St. 
John safe. 





Enclosure 6 in No. 10. 
Tevecram, dated 28th July 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Forericn, Simla. 


News of this morning from Kandahar. General Phayre and I have consulted together, 
and these are our views: That our line of communication with India for troops must be 
the Bolan Pass. The question we beg to refer to Government is what is to be done 
under present circumstances with the railway line under construction. We consider that 
the force from Thal-Chotiali to Quetta should be concentrated in Pishin with the least 
possible delay, and we recommend that the protection of the railway line and Thal- 
Chotiali should, if possible, be taken by Punjab troops. The Bombay troops, in which 
we include the whole of General Phayre’s division, ought to be concentrated here at 
once. 

General Primrose has telegraphed that he is abandoning Kandahar cantonments and 
will defend himself in citadel. He has directed General Phayre to march on Kandahar 
as soon as he can collect army. Primrose says Ayub’s army is strong in artillery, which 
numbers 35 guns well served. We trust as much artillery as can be spared will be sent 
from India, also Europeans and horses to equip the guns at Quetta. We are quite 
aware of the very bad political effect the abandonment of the railway line aud Thal- 
Chotiali by the present garrison must have upon the country, unless troops from the 
Punjab can be sent to relieve them, but state of country and strength of tribes, in our 
opinion, leave no alternative. 

Primrose telegraphed two of our guns had been taken by enemy, who pursued our 
retreating troops for three miles. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 10. 
Trvecram, No. 2511 E.P., dated 28th July 1880. 
From Fortien, Simla, to Acent, Governor-General, Quetta. 


Viceroy entirely approves the measures proposed by yourself and General Phayre, and 
decides that the forces employed for protection of railway line must be at once withdrawn 
as proposed. We are sending reinforcements from Bengal, and will re-occupy railway 
line when possible, but present exigencies necessitate pushing forward all availa ble forces 
toward Kandahar. Viceroy rclies on you to use all exertions to co-operate with Phayre 
in relieving posts and pushing forward reinforcements. 


Q 2749, Cc 
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Enclosure 8 in No. 10. 
TELEGRAM, dated 28th July 1880, 
From AGENT, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foreicn, Simla. 


_ Your telegram to-day just received. General Phayre has is 

for the troops now protecting railway line to poncentiite on Pishin, “Mocs orden 
mences from Thul-Chotiali, and I hope the order for the march will reach Thul-Chotiat 
on the third day from this. I have directed political officers to heartily co-operate oa 
commanding officers in carrying out General's orders, and to arrange as best the ee 
with the head men of villages to take care of all stores, telegraph line, &c. left hehind, 
until reoccupation of country by our troops. I am in constant communication with 
eee ae we oe aoe himself to push forward all available jo 
towards Kandahar. is Excellency the Viceroy may rely on ; 

our best exertions to aid General Phayre: a TOI Tey Sa eayaely “end ofcery suing 


Enclosure 9 in No. 10. 
TELEGRAM, dated 28th June 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foreicn, Simla. 


Berore telegraphic communication ceased at 11 o’clock this morning, the following 
news was received from General Primrose :—Following officers belonging to General 
Burrows’ force had safely reached Kandahar:—Doctor Burrows, Eaton, Harvey 
Mainwaring, G eoghegan, Oliver, Griffiths, Whitecot, Dane. Small parties of Burrows 
force constantly arriving. Enemy appear only to have pursued for three or four miles, 
Extent of our losses not yet ascertained, but feared to be very severe. Two guns lost. 
Jacob’s Rifles lost, Smith, Justice, and Coles killed ; in Bombay Grenadiers, Anderson 
severely wounded, Haslet killed. Of R.H.A., Osborne killed, Blackwood wounded. In 
3rd Cavalry, Mayne and Reid wounded. In 66th, Roberts killed, Lynch wounded. 
Enemy very strong in guns; believed to have 35, which they work well. General 
Primrose mentions that he has sent out General Brooke to bring in stragglers. 





Enclosure 10 in No, 10. 
Teecram, dated 28th July 1880. 
From Accent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foretcn, Simla. 


Communication with Kandahar stopped at 11 this morning. I will inform General 
Phayre of your instructions. 


Enclosure }1 in No. 10. 
Trvecram, No. 2521] E.P., dated 28th July 1880. 
From Forericn, Simla, to Acenr, Governor-General, Quetta, 


We hear wire cut towards Kandahar. Please use every endeavour to collect and send 
me early intelligence of passing events there, 





Enclosure 12 in No. 10. 
Tevecnam, No. 2,524 E.P., dated 28th July 1880. 
From Foreren, Simia, to Acent, Governor-General, Quetta. 


Do you know what day and time and where action was fought ; also whether Burrows 
attacked or enemy attacked him. 
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Enclosure 13 in No. 10. 
Teecram, dated 29th July 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Forercn, Simla. 


His Highness the Khan has sent me the following message in reply to telegrams 
informing him of substance of what had happened, and asking him to assist us with 
camels :—Begins. Thanks for your three telegrams. I am certain that the enemy will 
get their due reward soon. I am glad to afford help. My head and my all belongs to 
the British. I shall never draw back. One hundred and fifty camels, and one hundred 
horses are ready at Mustung just now; inform me and I shall happily send them to you 
immediately. 

Musa Khan left this three days ago for Quetta with 100 camels. Whatever grain or 
money is required by the British I am ready to supply. I am certain you will always 
keep me informed of what is going on for the future. Ends. 


Enclosure 14 in No. 10. 
TerecraM, dated 29th July 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foreicn, Simla. 


I nave this morning again visited General Phayre, and have recorded a memo- 
randum of our deliberations which will be posted to-day. After carefully reviewing 
the situation weare again forced to the conclusion that, unless other troops can at 
once occupy the railway line of works, it must be abandoned. I telegraph this to show 
Government that the abandonment of the line and valuable plant is imperatively 
necessary, though we have come to this decision most unwillingly. 


Enclosure 15 in No. 10. 
Tevecram, dated 29th July 1880. 
From Accent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foreran, Simla. 


Your telegram, dated this morning, asks where and when Burrows’ action was fought, 
and whether he attacked. I regret I cannot give any information in addition to what 1 
telegraphed yesterday. Primrose at the time wire was cut did not know the extent of 
the defeat. The last words that I understood he sent were to the effect that disaster was 
not so great as at first believed, but very severe; enemy only pursued for three or 
four miles; two of our guns taken, the others expected in; Brooke sent out to bring in 
stragglers; intended to abandon cantonments and occupy citadel; his only fear was 
scarcity of water. 


Enclosure 16 in No. 10. 
Tevecram, No, 2531 E.P., dated 29th July 1880. 
From Foreren, Simla, to Acent, Governor-General, Quetta. 


Viceroy entirely approves your decision to abandon railway line temporarily. Two 
strong brigades are being sent up and reinforcements coming from England at once. 
Send all particulars of Burrows’ action as early as possible. 


Enclosure 17 in No. 10. 
Tevecram, No. 2534 E.P., dated 29th July 1880. 


From Foreien, Simla, to Acent, Governor-General, Quetta. 


Your telegram 29th. Please convey at once to his Highness the Khan of Kelat, 
Viceroy’s cordial acknowledgments of the friendship and loyalty toward the British 
Government attested by his prompt and valuable offer of co-operation. 
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Enclosure 18 in No. 10, 
TELEGRAM, dated 30th July 1880. 
‘From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foretcn, Simla 


Your telegram of last evening expressing anxiety for ith? 
few hours of the receipt of ite few Sut Bice a ey uae 
Kandahar for information last night. The news from Chaman fort was th : che 
Abdul Rahman and Dubrai post, retreating from the line of communication =r A mA 
had arrived at Gatai. Fighting was going on, but they were holding their o ee 
tance is to be sent this morning from Chaman to help them in. The ee sais 
infantry and 70 cavalry. The country between Kandahar and Khojak Pass Z Shwe 
of insurrection, the difficulty therefore of communicating with Kandahar is a 
I have sent six letters to St. John and Major Westmacott yesterday at Chama dies 
patched to him by messenger, with telegram from me. The country people sa he me 
fight between the British and Ayub’s army was severe and both sides eee ily bes 
will again eye eae ; but even if my messengers succeed in reaching St. Joby a 
an . : ’ 
despa ina etters on account of distance must take, counting from date of 

_The Kakars and Aitchakzais are reported collecting ; but i 
will be strong enough to hold the conntey from Quetta to Chaman i anes 


Enclosure 19 in No. 10. 
TELEGRAM, dated 30th July 1880. 
From Acent, Govermor-General, Quetta, to Forercn, Simla. 


From Chaman I hear that Major Westmacott went out this morning with 50 sabres 
Poona Horse, to assist Major Jacob retreating with road outpost detachments on 
Chaman. A skirmish took place near Gatai, but I understand there were no casualties 
on our side. Major Westmacott and Jacob are bringing their men safely into Chaman. 


Enclosure 20 in No. 10. 
Te vecram, dated 30th July 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to I’oneien, Simla, 


My telegram this morning. The detachments named therein have arrived at Chaman- 
No casualties. 


Enclosure 21 in No. 10. 
Tetrcram, dated 31st July 1880. 


From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foreien, Simla, 


our army at Kandahar. Native sources do not 
They say that British cavalry and guns were 
who pretended to fly and led them into a com- 
attack, and our troops suffeted very 
ulting in our retirement on 
am sorry to say, requires 


We have received no direct news from 
describe Burrows’ defeat as crushing. 
induced to follow the enemies’ cavalry, 
plete ambuscade. Ayub’s army then delivered its 
severely in officers and men. A battle was then fought, res 
Kandahar, but Ayub’s army suffered much. This news, I 
confirmation.’ I send it because received from several sources. 
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Enclosure 22 in No. 10. 


TELEGRAM, dated Ist August 1880. 
From Acent, Governor-General, Quetta, to Foreicn, Simla. 


I nave received the following news from a fairly reliable source :—Ayub Khan’s army 
did not follow up British retreat to Kandahar. Burrows’ force has arrived at Kandahar, 
and our whole army is now in the citadel. When messenger left Ayub was encamped 
where action was fought. This intelligence seems to corroborate news sent you yester- 
day that Burrows’ defeat was not so crushing as at first believed by Primrose, and that 
Ayub Khan’s army had suffered so much that they were vacillating regarding their 
further course of action. 


Enclosure 23 in No. 10. 
Tevecram, No. 2571 E.P., dated Ist August 1880. 


From Foreicn, Simla, to Acenr, Governor-General, Quetta. 


Her Majesty the Queen has expressed her satisfaction at the news of the Khan of 
Kelat’s loyal offers of assistance. Please inform Khan. 


Enclosure 24 in No. 10. 
Texecram, dated 2nd August 1880. 
From Colonel St. Joun, Kandahar, to Foreren, Simla. 


29th. Arrived here yesterday afternoon with General Burrows and Nuttall and 
remnant of force. Telegraph has been interrupted ever since my arrival. No chance 
of restoration, so send this by messenger to Chaman. Burrows marched from Kushk-i- 
Nakhud on morning, 27th, having heard from me that Ayub’s advanced guard had. 
occupied Maiwand, about thee miles from the latter place. Enemy’s cavalry appeared 
advancing from direction of Haidrabad, their camp on Helmund ten miles above Girishk. 
Artillery and cavalry engaged them at 9 a.m., so shortly afterwards whole force of 
enemy appeared and formed line of battle—, seven regiments, regulars in centre, three 
others in reserve; about 2,000 cavalry on right ;| 400 mounted men and 2,000 Ghazis and 
irregular infantry on left ; other cavalry and irregulars in reserve ; five or six batteries 
of guns, including one of breechloaders, distributed at intervals. Estimated total force 
12,000. Ground slightly undulating, enemy being best posted. Till one p.m., action 
confined to artillery fire, which so well sustained and directed by enemy that our 
superior quality armament failed to compensate for inferior number of guns. After 
development of rifle fire, our breechloaders told; but vigorous advance of cavalry 
against our left, and Ghazis along the front caused native infantry to fall back in 
confusion on 66th abandoning two guns.  Jormation being lost, infantry retreated 
slowly; and, in spite of gallant efforts of General Burrows to rally them, were cut off 
from cavalry and artillery. This was at 3 r.m., and followers and baggage were streaming 
“uway towards Kandahar. After severe fighting in enclosed ground, General Burrows 
succeeded in extricating infantry and brought them into line of retreat. Unfortunately 
no efforts would turn fugitives from main road, waterless at this season. Thus majority 
casualties appear to have occurred from thirst and exhaustion. Enemy’s pursuit 
continued to ten miles from Kandahar, but was not vigorous. Cavalry, artillery, and a 
few infantry reached banks of Argandab, 40 miles from scene of action, at 7 a.m.; many 
not having tasted water since previous morning: 

Nearly all ammunition lost, with 400 Martini, 700 Sniders, and 2 nine-pounder guns. 
Estimated loss, killed and missing,—O66th, 400; Grenadiers, 350; Jacob’s Rifles, 350 ; 
Artillery, 40; Sappers, 21; Cavalry, 60. Officers killed, or missing,—Major Black- 
wood, Osborne, Maclaine, Artillery; Henn, Engineers. Galbraith, McMath, 
Garratt, Cullen, Roberts, Rayner, Honywood, Barr, Chute, 66th; Owen, 3rd Cavalry ; 
Hinde, Whitby, Grenadiers; Smith, Justice, Cole, Jacob's Rifles. | Wounded,— 
Fowell, Artillery ; Lynch, Preston 66th; Anderson, Grant, Grenadiers ; Iredell, Jacob’s 
Rifles. 

Preparations being now made for siege. Durani inhabitants expelled. Provisions and 
ammunition plentiful. Wali was present during action, and is now with us, assisting 
actively. Of course, whole country will rise. 
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